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STAGE FIGHTS FOR LIFE 





+ 


State of Massachusetts Encourages 


Kids to Violate U.S. Copyright Law 





Strenuous protests have been 
made to the Massachusetts executive 
and police authorities by the popu- 
lar music industry against an act, 
recently passed by that state’s legis- 
lature, which will serve to en- 
courage young boys and girls to 
violate the Federal statute on copy- 
right piracy, This Massachusetts 
measure directs city and town of- 
ficials to grant permits to boys un- 
der 16 years and girls under 18 
years for the sale of songsheets. 

Action of Massachusett’s legisla- 
ture caused consternation among 
music publishers, who have in re- 
cent years spent thousands of dol- 
lars in their attempt to suppress the 
distribution and peddling of con- 
traband lyric folios. Inquiry de- 
veloped the information that local 
distribs of such materials had sold 
Salem, Mass., mothers on the idea 
that the peddling of songsheets 
would offer their childrén a profit- 
able occupation during the vacation 
period and that these women acling 
as a committee had induced Edward 
P. Coffey, a member of the Assem- 
bly from Salem, to introduce the 
measure. Coffey has since admitted 
that he was unaware of the fact that 


the songsheets which would be made | 


available for selling purposes to the 
State’s youngsters are unlawful 
compilations. 

Representations against permitting 
the measure to go into effect have 


been handled by Harry Fox, gen. 
mgr. of the Music Publishers 
Protive Ass’n, and Arthur Hoff- 


(Continued on page 60) 


DEMPSEY MAY QUIT 
DEMPSEY’S IN N. Y. 








Jack Dempsey is reported angling | 


to split away from the restaurant 


bearing his name at Eighth Avenue | 


and 50th Street, N. Y. Place drew 
country-wide attention during its 
first year and was regarded a natu- 


ral, drawing the sporting bunch, na- | 
Business | 


tives and out-of-towners. 
recently has dived, with the former 
heavyweight champ little in evi- 
dence. 

Understood difficulties with Jacob 
Amron, principal investor in the 
cafe, came as the result of Demp- 
sey’s absences during the winter, ex- 
champ being interested in the Jack 
Dempsey Vanderbilt Hotel at Miami 
Beach. Also frequently left New 
York to referee fights. 





First Legit in Decade 


Mason City, Iowa, May 18. 

City viewed a legit show 
for first time in a decade on May 11, 
when road show “Tobacco 
played a one niter at Cecil. Manager 
Tom Arthur booked it with eye to- 


Mason 


“a ird future policy of vaude and 
‘egit shows. 
House, two-thirds full, saw ‘To- | 


bacco Road’ in its purified version. 


Road’ | 


os 





State of the Union 





Salt Lake City, May 18. 

Music on Salt Lake City 
merry-go-rounds ‘is’ inferior 
and demoralizing the music 
appreciation of young Ameri- 
cans,’ is charge flung by Utah 
Federation of Music clubs. 

Would ban ‘Wahoo,’ ‘Music 
Goes ’Round and ‘Round,’ and 
‘Crazy Over Horses,’ and sub- 
stitute ‘Finlandia,’ ‘Grand Can- 
yon Suite,’ Schubert's Unfin- 
ished Symphony or some of 
Liszt’s rhapsodies, 











DAME ACTS 
FOREVER 





Stage 
|New York, comprised entirely of 
| Paul Whiteman’s band and special- 
ties, is the first layout in the history 
Broadway theatre com- 
And all 


of Loew’s 

| pletely devoid of dames. 

| because Whiteman, himself, 

mittedly 
Maestro, probably 


contractual differences with Ramona, | 


says that femme specialists have 


from now on he’s not going to be 
| bothered having them on a stage 
‘with him. He first got the consent | 
of Loew’s booker, Sidney Piermont, 
before shifting to an all-male band | 
and stage unit. 

Though 
show at the 


it’s 
State, it’s not the first | 
|on Broadway. Fred Waring’s band, 
in several showings on the Main 
Stem, presented a 100% masculine 
front. 





FTP Records N. Y. Plays 
For Hinterland Units 


WHITEMAN OFF 








show currently at the State, | 


is ad-| 
off femme stage assistants. | 
alluding to his | 


j 


| 


given him too much trouble and that | 
| after the measure passed, 


| 
| 
| 
} 


the first non-femme | Only Str. -Vaude Spot 


|} son Saturday 


Federal Theatre Project is record- | 


ing all its current productions play- | 


New 


waxings 


ing in and around 


supplementing 


the with a 


then shipping the 
WPA units in 


country foi 


| sprinkling of stills. 
stuff out to all the 
other towns around the 
perusal. 
Thought lying 
| WPA innovation is 
land members of 
figure more accurately 


this latest 
directors 


behind 

that 
projects 

whether 


other 
they 


| think their units can prove adapta- | 


ble to presenting the shows running 


m MN. %. 


York and, | 
' be followed 


Can | 


| 
| 
| 
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NNIGAN BILL [a 


LIDLY OPPOSED 


Actors, Managers, Theatre | 
Groups Rally to Defeat | 
One-Man Censor Power— | 

















Audiences Sign Petitions | 
Requesting Gov. Lehman’s | 
Veto 


K. OF C. DISSENTS 





By JACK PULASKI 

Never in the annals of the theatre 
has the public come to its support 
as now, when shuw business pro- 
tests one man censorship which the 
Dunnigan bill would create. Never 
before have all factions within the 
Broadway scene been so _ firmly | 
united for any purpose. 

The legitimate theatre is making 
the fight alone and with amazing 





Public Hearing 





It has been suggested that 
Gov. Lehman set a date for a 
public hearing at Albany on the 
Dunnigan bill, which will give 
people of the theatre, including 
organized labor, an opportunity 
to explain their objections to 
the measure and persuade him 
to veto the bill. 

Law passed the legislative 
houses without a chance for the 














trade and public to express 
themselves. 
results. Showmen sprang to action 


giving the | 
the sole power 
the 


license commissioner 
to close theatres, by revoking 


(Continued on page 55) 


In U. S. Shows Profit, 
But Just a Sat. Date 


E aston, Pa., May 18 
theatre in Allentown, 
the entire country 
program of nothing 
closed a _ profitable 
(15). 

For seven months during the year 
the theatre presented straight vaude 
on Saturdays, sans pix. Attendance 
was and the will 
next 


only | 
that 
but 


SseCa- 


Lyric 
house in 
presents a 
vaudeville, 


good same 


fall. 


policy 


Cantors Form Union 
Philadelphia, May 18. 
Hines, A. F. of L. organ- 
announced Saturday the 
organization of the American Feder- 
ation of Jewish Cantors and Min- 
isters He said there are 28 mem 
bers. ! 
Have applied for an A. F. of L. | 
charter. 


Lewis G. 


izer here, 


Merril Lost $20,000 in Newsreel 


= Coin, but 1006 in Sight Regardless 





A Weekend Indoors 


-_— 


Buenos Aires, May 4. 

Metropolitan Theatre has 
been offering five pictures in 
its daily programs, much to the 
despair of other houses. 

Met has a seating capacity of 
2,000, making houses like the 
Electric, the Plaza, or the As- 
toria totally helpless against 
the generosity of its seven- 
hour show at the price of $1 
top, 

Two houses, the Princesa 
and the Select Corrientes, have 
threatened to put on = seven 
feature bills if the Met refuses 
to curtail its ‘unreasonable pol- 
icy,’ 








| day after he 





$1,000,000 WEEK 


FOR LONDON 
SHOW BIZ 


-_- 


London, 
Coronation week bids fair 


May 10. 
to be a 


bonanza for West End entertainment 
| purveyors, 
L bus strike, 


despite the prolonged 
with an estimated gross 
of $1,000,000 seen trickling into the 
tills. Spending orgy is not expected 
to drop off much during the 
ceeding few weeks, with plenty of 
receipts indicated all around. 
Intake is broken down into $400.- 
000 for 15 top hotel and 
spots in the West End, $50,000 for 
30 minor bottle parties and joints, 
$250,000 for 29 legit theatres, $150,- 


Suc- 


000 split between a dozen film house 


and $50,000 for the 14 newsreel 
stands. 
Over 


day biz 


the week-end and bank holi- 
became a little 
with afternoon shows off. 
shows, however, were capacity in 
the cheaper sections. 

Suburban position is the re- 
verse of the city, with several shows 


62) 


spasmodic, 


‘ 


U Has Lep Crash Yarn; 
Got It Before Disaster 


May 18 


story 


Hollywood, 


Universal is considering a 


titled ‘Hotel Doctor.’ by Bertram 
Leslie, which describes a maniac’s 
attack on a Zeppelin from the roof 
of a New York skyscraper with the 


airship falling in flames 

Before submitting the story Leslie 
checked with naval authorities, who 
agreed such a 
and credible. 


Hindenburg 


climax was possible 


fered the story. 


That Dick Merrill two-way ocean 
hop, his second, last week was 
strictly a cash—and cash only— 


proposition, It turned out a lot less 
lucrative than Merrill and his back- 


ers had figured, because the news- 
reel companies failed to kick in with 
any coin—but even so, Merrill was 


figured to have earned approximate- 
ly $50,000 in the first week-end after 
the flight to England and his quick 
return should net him at least an- 
other $50,000. 

Merrill's’ trip this time was 
financed by two Wall Streeters, Ben 
Smith and Jack Berger, This is the 





cabaret | 


disaster occurred the 


same duo which took a chance on 
fangeling ‘Richard II’ with Maurice 
Evans, and is cleaning up nicely 


there. What their split is with Mer- 
rill is a deep secret. 

Merrill lost himself $20,000 
trip when his deal with the news- 
reel companies flopped. He wanted 
that much money for bringing them 
a print of the Coronation doings. 
They stalled for a while and finally 
agreed, tentatively, to the sum, split- 
ting it up between the five majors. 
Just at that stage of the proceedings 
the Zep Hindenburg crashed and 
Merrill wanted more, boosting the 
ante to $30,000. Since the reels were 


on the 


dubious of the outlay in the first 
place, this was their out and the 
| Whole thing was called off by 


' mutual agreement. 

What the reel companies worried 
about, aside from the fact that they 
didn’t want to go overboard on ex- 
penditure, was that, if they made 


(Continued on page 63) 


NO COFFEE, NO CUFFO, 
BASIS OF VIENNA SUIT 


Vienna, May 18 
unique case on cuffo ticket 
just been argued before 
here, Decision was re- 


Most 
problem has 
civil courts 
erved., 

Alexander Grauer had 
various cabaret and dance 


arranged 
soirees in 


the local theatres. He sent out 
passes to scores of people. When 
they came to attend the show, it was 


claimed they were obliged to order 
a cup of coffee at the price of 60 
cents. In fact, it was charged they 
this errtering 
theatre a that they 


had to pay sum before 


the ‘guarantee’ 
order one. 
who felt 
damages, 
the 
theatre. 


would really 
Three men, 
duped, sued for 
the cost of the coffee 
to the 


themselves 
adding to 
price of 


their carfare 


Sun-Will-Shine Wager 


Denver, May i3. 
Frank Bishop, KFEL director, hag 
had a= standing offer for some 
time that he would pay $2 for every 


sunless day in Denver to anyone whoa 


would pay him a nickei for every 


day the sun does shine 
Rocky McDermott. recently added 
to the KFEL staff, from Chicago, 


i turned out to be the sucke: 
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PEACE LOOKS NEAR IN FMPC STRIKE 
ON COAST, BUT PICKETING CONTINUES 


Lessing Willing to Call Off Walkout if Studios Will 
Guarantee Consideration of Demands—Costum- 
ers Sign 4-Year Pact with 9 Majors 


? 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Extra police and guards were 
ordered at all major studios today 
(Tuesday), following the violence 
which flared yesterday when ma- 
chinists and culinary workers left 
the ranks of the Federated Motion 
Picture Crafts strikers and returned 
to work. 

Car carrying four Columbia studio 
workers was overturned by 25 mus- 
clemen in Hollywood, but none was 
seriously injured. Defection of the 
machinists and culinary workers 
leaves seven crafts actually striking, 
the plumbers having previously gone 
back, 





Dove of 2eace was fluttering over 
Hollywood looking for a place to 
light over the weekend as new de- 
velopments pointed to a quick settie- 
ment of all points at issue between 
the striking Federated Motion Pic- 
ture Crafts and the producers. 

Despite the continuation of vigor- 
ous picketing around theatres, cli- 
maxed by the first mass picketing of 
a Hollywood premiere, general feel- 
ing strengthened that an armistice 


was near. This was heightened by 
the decision of the machinists, 
plumbers, draftsmen and culinary 


workers to return to their jobs yes- 
terday (Monday) and further em- 
phasized by the action of the paint- 
ers in circulating a petition demand- 
ing a vote of their members on a 
proposal to end the walkout. 

Last Friday night’s (14) premiere 
of Metro’s ‘Captains Courageous’ at 
the Carthay Circle brought out a 
regiment of some 300 snakeliners in- 
cluding at least one who had gone 
to the mothballs for the soup and 
fish, hoping with the social uniform 
to deceive the gendarmes and get up 
close to heckle the stars. Ruse did 
not work out so well. 

Uniformed police, studio coppers, 
and others repelled picketeers with 
scant ceremony, shoving them back 
a block from the entrance to the 
Carthay. More than 200 coppers 
formed a ring around the theatre for 
the protection of incoming bigwigs, 
who included Mayors Fiorello H. La- 
Guardia, of New York, and Angelo 
Rossi, of San Francisco. 

Stars took a booing from the boys 
and girls on the picket line. At- 
tempts by strikers to flash candid 
camera shots of stars were thwarted 
by the cops. Pickets complained 
bitterly that they were deprived of 
their legal rights. 


Lessing Willing 

Charles Lessing, executive secre- 
tary of FMPC, submitted a letter to 
Pat Casey, labor contact for the pro- 
ducers, offering to call off the strike 
provided the producers give a ‘rea- 
sonable guarantee’ in writing that 
demands of the crafts for a union 
shop will be given consideration 
after the men return to their jobs. 











Spies at Work 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Three striking studio paint- 
ers, detailed to ascertain what 
conditions were behind the stu- 
dio gates, applied for jobs and 
obtained them. 

They did not look kosher to 
the vigilant eye of the studio 
police chief, an investigator of 
ripe experience. Gendarme had 
the trio assigned to work on a 
sound stage and ordered the 
sound channels’ turned on. 
Brush wielders, while at their 
task, conversed freely on what 
they were going to pull off. 

After a couple of hours, when 
the boss copper had learned all 
he wanted to know a squad of 
officers yanked the intruders off 
and booted them through the 
gates. 














ers providing for a wagé increase all 
along the line. New scale gives first 
men $54 for 60 hours, second men 
$48 for 60 hours, time and a half 
for overtime and Sundays, double 
time for ‘holidays; women $32.50 for 
six days of eight hours each, time 
and a half for overtime up to 12 
hours, double for over 12 hours; 
stock clerks, $22.50 for 40 hours. 
Location pay for first men, $60 
straight; seconds, $54; women, $47.50. 
First and second men formerly were 
paid $40.50, with wage for other 
workers ranging down to $17. 


Signed Individually 


Each studio signed the new con- 
tract individually. Agreement was 
reached following conferences be- 
tween Pat Casey and Bert Offord, 
business representative of Asso- 
ciated Motion Picture Costumers 
Local 18067. Studios in the pact are 
Metro, Warners, Roach, Paramount, 
Universal, RKO-Radio, 20th-Fox, Co- 
lumbia and United Artists. Local 
has 217 members. 


Following the action of the cos-! 
tumers, the Carpenters local 946 
voted to stick by the basic studio 
agreement to which it is a party and 
to ignore picket lines. Cliff Mace, 
business representative, said less 
than 15 of around 500 that attended 
the meeting voted contrary. 


William B. Cullen, Federated Mo- 
tion Picture Crafts prexy, flew to 
Lafayette, Ind., carrying a report on 
the studio strike situation to place 
before the international executive 
board of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America. Report charges Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees with encroaching on the 
jurisdiction of other crafts and also 
with replacing striking craftsmen. 
Cullen said he would also go to Chi- 





Producers were understood to be 
mulling this proposition over the 
weekend. 

Simultaneously, Lessing presented 


the demands of 11 FMPC crafts for | 


a union shop, higher pay and im- 
proved working conditions. Casey 
pointed out that he has never re- 
fused to negotiate on any of the de- 
mands of the men, but had insisted 
merely that they return to work be- 
fore negotiations commence. Leaders 
on both sides admitted privately and 
off the record that all these steps 
toward peace eventually would bear 
fruit. 

Belittling the report of the peti- 
tion being circulated among the 
painters, Rudy Kohl, painters’ busi- 
ness representative, said Saturday 
(15) that only three members out of 
a total of 857 have deserted the 
strikers’ ranks. FMPC’s executive 


committee voted to continue the. 


strike pending receipt of a reply 
from Casey to Lessing’s letter. 


Studio heads have okayed a wage | 


tilt for seamstresses ranging from 


8% to 12%, placing them on a par | 


with costumers and other wardrobe 
workers. 


FMPC officially appointed Charles | 


Kimberlin, ex-newspaperman and 
formerly with the Plumbers’ Trade 
Journal, as chief of the strikers’ 
publicity end and contact man with 
the press. 
Costumers Sign 

Costumers signed a _ four-year 

agreement with nine major produc- 


cago to lodge the same charges be- 
| fore the executive board of the 
American Federation of Labor. Cul- 
| len was chairman of the negotiating 
committee for the painters at pro- 
ducer-labor conferences in New 
| York. 

Reports of attacks by strikers 
on studio trucks brought Dave 
Beck, head of the International 
| Teamsters Union, down from Seattle. 
' After conferring with Pat Casey, 
; Beck sent word to the producers 
| that the attacks would be stopped 
without police interference. Threat- 
ened disorders were quickly quelled 
after Beck’s visit. However, one 
muscle car observed following a 
truck was fired upon, several 30-30 
bullets striking its radiator, 


»chiselers and fly-by-nighters among 





Casey Denies 





Casey issued a denial of the 
FMPC charge that IATSE and the 
| producers had conspired to break 
| the strike. 

‘I desire say emphatically,’ 
Casey stated, ‘that the producers 
have not conspired with any per- 
son or group with respect to any 
part or phase of the FMPC strike. 
The producers are now willing and 
have from the very first been will- 
ing to negotiate with any craft, or- 
ganization, union, or anyone recog- 
nized as a proper negotiating agency 
by the authority conferred under 
the Wagner Labor Relations Act.’ 

Strikers’ committee asserted that 
the producers had 


to 


| lumbia to deliver two Joe E. Brown 


Ain picture following ‘Riding on 
Air.’ 





‘consistently | 


sidestepped the issue and broadcast 
false propaganda to influence public 
opinion.’ Statement further specific- 
ally denied Casey’s charges and as- 
serted that the producers ignore the 
demands of men earning as little as 
$3.60 a day while granting a closed 
shop to actors drawing as high as 
$10,000 a week. Charles Lessing, 
according to the statement, with- 
drew from the discussion after be- 
ing referred to as a dictator by 
Casey. 

Following Lessing’s withdrawal, ! 
the strike committee’s statement was 
prepared by Charles Elrod, business 
manager of the United Scenic 
Artists; Vern Murdoch, secretary of 
the Makeup Artists, Ed Gilbert of 
the set designers, and Rudy Kohl 
of the painters. 

Demands 

On May 13 the Society of Motion 
Picture Art Directors and the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Film Editors | 
presented demands to the producers | 
through Casey that they be recog- 
nized as the authoritative repre- 
sentative of its groups in collective 
bargaining. | 

SMPFE _ designated a James 
Wilkinson, Ben Lewis and Philip 
Cahn as its negotiating committee, 
while the art directors are repre- 
sented by Cedric Gibbons, Max 
Parker, Van Nest Polglase, Richard 
Day, Stephen Goosson and Felix 
Cunningham. Conferences with 
these groups have been put off until 
the FMPC strike is settled. Both 
bodies are understood to have re- 
jected invitations to affiliate with 
the A. F, of L. and the Committee 
for Industrial Organization. 

Other developments in the labor 
situation through last week were: 

Major Pictures, through Emanuel 
Cohen, approved the Guild shop 
agreement with the Screen Actors 
Guild, Cohen saying he will sign 
any agreement accepted by the 
major studios. 

New members and applications 
for reinstatement came into SAG 
headquarters at the rate of 400 to 
500 daily. 

Thirty-seven White Rats of the 
IATSE adopted a resolution calling 
upon the A. F. of L. to order IATSE 
to close out all permits, Class B 
cards and other subterfuges issued 
to workers since the inception of 
the FMPC strike April 30; also re- 
quested the A. F. of L. to throw its 


strength behind striking crafts in 
the battle for the closed shop. 
Some excitement was stirred 


along the county strip and other 
agents’ nests by a report that a 
purge of the agents will follow sign- 
ing of the agreement between pro- 
ducers and SAG. Agents showed 
considerable curiosity as to the pos- 
sible outcome of such a move and 
there was some talk of forming a 
protective organization. SAG lead- 
ers denied knowledge of the plan. 
It is known, however, that many 
players favor elimination of 


the ranks of the 10%’ers. 


CARL LAEMMLE SAILS 
JUNE 2 ON ’37 VACASH 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Carl Laemmle departs on his an- 
nual European holiday May 28 and 
has booked sailing from New York 
June 2. Jack Ross will accompany 
him. 

Pair will be joined in Carlsbad by 
Siegfried Laemmle, Carl's brother, 
and the trio will journey through 
Switzerland, England and France. 


Loew Pix to Col 


Hollywood. May 18. 
David Loew has signed with Co- 











pictures for next season’s release. 
Breaks off from RKO after one more 


Will continue to produce off the 
lot with his own bankroll. 





Agnew’s Travelog 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Neil Agnew, Paramount vice-prez 
in charge of sales, halted briefly here 
after completing a round trip to 


ee 








Honolulu via the China Clipper. 
After another brief stop in New 


York he returns here for Para- 
mount’s sales convention June 10 
to 12, 





Guild-Producers Terms 





Complete digest of all points in Guild shop contract between 
producers and Screen Actors Guild follows: 


WHAT CONTRACT PLAYER GETS 


1—All lay-offs continuous for one week except for retakes. 

2—Termination for illness only if ill three weeks in a year, 

3—Right to his screen name. 

4—-Six holidays a year now granted freelance players and the Sun- 
day before and the Sunday after each such holiday, 


WHAT STOCK PLAYER GETS 


1—Minimum salary $50 a week. F 

2—Return transportation for players under $75 a week brought to 
California from outside the state. 

3—Act of God clause limited to four weeks, with right of producer 
to eight additional weeks at one-half salary. 

4—No free period or tests after contract starts or work starts, 

5—Termination for illness only if ill three weeks in a year. 





6—Right to screen name. ma 
7—Six holidays a year now granted freelance players and the Sun- sic 
day before and the Sunday after each such holiday, -~... joi 
au 

WHAT FREELANCE PLAYER GETS 


1—Everything he now has under the existing contract. sy! 
2—Continued abolition of the deal. 
3—Right to have written contract delivered to him. | 
4—Guild conciliation and arbitration. 


nis 

5—If contract terminated before starting date, gets his guarantee. str 
6—If addition to the 12-hour rest period, a 54-hour week, with 1/48 ti | 
of his weekly pay for each hour worked over, 9 
7—Access of the Guild to the Call Bureau. mi 
WHAT DAY PLAYER GETS 4 

1—Everything he has- now. up 
2—Minimum pay of $25 a day. tor 
3—Guild conciliation and arbitration. MI 
4—Travel time both ways. = 
5—One-half daily pay for costume fittings and tests, ~- Po 
6—If engaged and not used, one day’s pay. pa 
7—Rules to be worked out on weather-permitting calls by com- bri 
mittee and if cannot agree, settled by arbitration, tre 
I 

WHAT STUNT MEN GET mp 

1—$35 a day minimum. ing 
2—Additional rules to be worked out in committee and if cannot res 
agree, rules fixed by arbitration. ter 
3—Guild conciliation and arbitration. ists 
WHAT EXTRA GETS . 

* 1—NRA rules and 16A rules, with 16A extended to include men. wo 
2—$3.20 check abolished. of 
3—Minimum pay $5.50. scu 
4—If employed at a weekly rate, minimum five times daily rate ap- of 
plies to all extras. Cas 
5—10% raise for everyone getting $15 a day and down, ass: 
6—Travel time both ways. She 
7—Stand-ins classified as extras and get minimum of $6.50 a day is 
or $33 a week. act 
8—Weather-permitting calls. Rules to be worked out by commit- tog 
tee, and if cannot agree, settled by arbitration, dus 
9—Guild conciliation and arbitration. wil 
10—Rules apply within 300 miles of studio lease, except San Diego cro. 


and Mexico. l 
11—Compensation to be net. Producer pays any agency fee. 
12—Guild access to Central Casting Corp. 


ENFORCING AGENCY AND MISCELLANEOUS 


During First Five Years of Contract: 

100% Guild shop for extras, stunt men, day players, freelance play- 
ers and stock players. 

90° Guild shop for stars and featured players, both as to who 
appears before camera and who signed, with right in producer who 
produces 40 or more pictures a year to have three non-Guild stars 
or featured players in two pictures a year only, and producer who A 


produces less than 40 pictures a year to have three non-Guild stars or Fie! 
featured players in one picture a year only. 20th 
During Second Five Years 100% Guild Shop for Everybody: Wil 
Full opportunity of Guild to check, including access to sets. pro 
Guild agrees to keep membership open and not impose unreason- Zan 


able dues and initiation fees. G 


Guild agrees not to strike during agreements. wee 
No waiver by any Guild member of any right asked or effective witl 
without consent of Guild. duc 
Contract for 10 Years From May 15, 1937: rang 
Once a year committees meet to discuss modifications as to all Fre) 
classes of actors. If committees cannot agree—arbitration on mini- the 
mum salaries for extra, day players, stunt men and stock players and S: 
on hours of labor for actors receiving $500 a week or less. to — 
Committees go to work at once to clarify NRA rules for extras, Morn 


weather-permitting calls and rules for stunt men. 
settled by arbitration. 

Committees go to work at once on rules for any classes not cov- Ho 
ered. If cannot agree, settled by arbitration. 

Future contracts with actors must give actors minimum terms pro- ; 
vided in contract, but actor may get better terms. 

Existing contracts given 60 days to be brought under the contract 
at election of the actor. 


If cannot agree, 





Guild shop goes into effect at once for all future contracts pending Ww 
ratification by boards of directors of various producers. Working Wes 
conditions in effect June 1, 1937. Ratification must be made by boards Prog 
of directors by June 10, 1937. actiy 

Guild has full right to discipline its members, but discipline will Di 
not let members out of existing contracts. Wes! 

Guild will give permits as to pictures now in production necessary prog 
to prevent interference with production. othe 

Agreement binding on successor companies and on subsidiary and be | 
controlled companies. Used 


Agreement covers motion picture production in United States. 
Rules to be worked out for production outside United States by com- 
mittees. If unable to agree, settled by arbitration. New York pro- 
duction exempt till Guild opens New York office, which will be 
within a month. After that. included. 

Contract to be a separate contract between Guild and each pro- 
ducer, Every producer to be afforded opportunity to sign. Guild 
may give more favorable terms to others, if it desires. 

Newsreels and travelogues, news and sports commentators exempt 


till rules worked out by committee, and if cannot agree, settled by 
arbitration. 
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MUSICIANS JOIN’ 
FLEISCHER 
STRIKE 





Active participation of the music 
local 802, in the Commercial 


union, 

Artists and Designers Union strike 
against the Max Fleischer studios, 
N. Y., yesterday resulted in the 
calling out of Dave Fleischer, 


brother of the cartoon producer and 
musical director of the studio, Con- 
ference between music union of- 
ficials and Louis Nizer, Fleischer at- 
torney, was scheduled for late yes- 
terday to seek some solution. 

It was pointed out that, as a mem- | 
ber of 802, the younger Fleischer | 
would be liable to fine and mage 
sion by his union if he refuses 
join the walkout. Suspension uid 
automatically bar him from the re- 
cording rooms, where the sound and | 
synchronization of the Popeye and | 
Betty Boop comedies are made, when 
the strike is settled. 

Music union voted Monday 
night to participate actively in 
strike. 

With the CADU claiming produc- | 
tion at the Fleischer studios is at a 
virtual standstill, the executive com- 
mittee of the Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators, Local 306, has voted 
to join the strike. Proposal comes | 
up for vote before the membership | 
tonight (Wednesday). In case the) 
MPMO joins, as expected, a pos- 
sibility is that projectionists in all | 
theatres would refuse to show any 
Popeye or Betty Boop”films.~ Active 
participation of the MPMO may also 
bring about picketing of all thea- 
tres showing the Fleischer product. 

Meanwhile, picketing of the 
studios continues, with mass picket- 
ing twice daily and skeleton line the 
rest of the time. Strike headquar- | 
ters have been set up at the Cartoon- | 
ists Guild, N. Y., and the striking 
employees, who claim to number | 
more than 100 of the 135 Fleischer | 
workers, meet there daily. Thirteen 
of the 14 pickets arrested in the| 
scuffle with police at the beginning 
of the strike have been released. | 
Case of one striker charged with 
assault comes up June 1. Charles 
Shetler, complainant in that case, 
is said to be slated for disciplinary 
action by the International Pho- 
tographers of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry, of which he is a member. He 
will be charged with attempting to 
cross a picket line. 

Union complaint with the Na-| 
tional Labor Relations Board is now | 
awaiting consideration. 


GOETZ ABROAD JUNE 10 
ON GRACIE FIELDS’ PIC 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Arrangements for the Gracie) 
Fields pic to be made abroad for | 
20th-Fox will be concluded by | 
William Goetz, v.p., and executive | 
production assistant to Darryl F.| 
Zanuck, in England next month. 

Goetz pulls out June 10 on a Six-| 
week tour abroad. He will confer | 
with Robert Kane, 20th-Fox pro-| 
ducer, in England, and also will a 
range for the transfer of Annabella, | 
French player recently signed by 
the studio, to Hollywood. 

Sam G. Engel will go 
to produce the Fields 
Monty Banks directing. 


Horses Shooed Off WB 
Sked; Foran to Musicals 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Warners has decided to eliminate | 
Westerns entirely from its 1937-38 
Program and confine its production 
activities to 60 features. 

Dick Foran, topspotted in the six | 
Westerns on the company’s current | 
Program, and who also appeared in 
other Warner pictures, probably will | 
be held as a featured player but 
Used mostly for filmusicals. 


Fairbanks, Jr., Quits 
His London Prod. Co. 


London, May 18. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. has re-| 
signed from Criterion Films. 


(17) 
the 





| 








to England | 
film, with 














Actor was one of the founders of 
the company and joint managing di- 
rector with Marcel Hellman. i 








Yokel Pickets 





Los Angeles, May 18. 

They came to picket but 
stayed to gawk. That's what 
happened to labor's snakeline 
at the mass demonstration 
around Carthay Circle theatre 
last Friday (14) as Metro pre- 
miered ‘Captains Courageous.’ 
Word went out that the ermine 


and top hat mob would get 
shoved around, but 250 coppers 
kept the spot as orderly as a 
Rotary blowout. 

Instead of parading and 
shouting imprecations at the 
players, the picketeers joined 
the rubbernecks in open- 


mouthed awe. Metro took 5.000 
tourists off their feet and put 
them in bleachers. 
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Directors Guild 


Plans Submission 


Of Working Pact 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Following elections Sunday night 
(16) the Screen Directors Guild was 
planning submission of a basic work- 
ing agreement to producers 
the new Wagner act. 

King Vidor was re-elected presi- 
Lewis Milestone and Frank 





Tuttle, vice-presidents; Richard Wal- | 


lace, and John 
Board members 
bert Biberman, John Cromwell, 
Howard Hawks, Wesley Ruggles, 
Rouben Mamoulian, William Well- 
man, Edward Sutherland, Bruce 
Humberstone, Gregory La Cava and 
Phil Rosen, 


Ford, 


secretary, 





Jack Warner to Coast; 


Blanke, Wallis to Europe: 


Jack L. Warner left for the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.) to inaugurate a 
heavy late spring and summer 
program for the 
Before he left, Hal Wallis 
and Henry Blanke, latter a lot as- 
sociate producer, reached New York 
bound for Europe and a vacation. 

Wallis and Blanke are sailing to- 
day (Wed) to tour through England, 
France and Switzerland by car. 
Later on they are planning to go 


| to Salzburg to meet Max Reinhardt, 


who after staging this year’s Festival 
there, 
lot. 

Reinhardt is to produce Doestoi- 
vesky’s ‘Gamblers’ on that lot, with 
cast including E. G. Robinson, Bette 
Davis, Errol Flynn, Basil Rathbone 
and others. 


Gable to Star in MG’s 





London Lead-Off Pic 


—_—_———— 


London, May 18. 


Clark Gable has been set to come | 
make | 


over here for Metro to 
‘Soldiers Three’ locally. 
Rudyard Kipling story was 


British, which disposed of it to MG. 


| Means that MG will carry through 


on its promise to use real stars in 
local production, rather than making 








merely quickies for quota con- 
sumption, 
Fox Hearings Off 
Atlantic City, May 18. 


Hearings into the voluntary bank- 
of William Fox were post- 
| poned indefinitely today because of 
the sudden death of Robert E. 
Steedle, Federal referee in bank- 
ruptcy. 

It was thought 
creditors that a 
would be set up, following Steedle’s 
funeral last Saturday, 


by counsel 


was found impossible. 


Hollywood, May 18. 


William Fox is here for a week’s | 


visit on combined pleasure and busi- 
ness trip. He is discussing local prop- 
erty interests with his 
law, Joe Leo. 

End of the week he either returns 
to N. Y. or goes to Santa Barbara. 


under | 


are Her-"|'” 


pro- | 
1937-'38 | 


will return to the Warner | 


re- | 
cently the property of Gaumont- | 


for | 
temporary agency | 


to continue | 
the case, but such an arrangement | 


brother-in- | 
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Terms of Contract in Effect Pending Ratification by 
| Production Companies—Thomson Clarifies Act- 


ors’ Position in FMPC Strike 


Hollywood, May 18. 
In an effort to make the producer 
Guild shop agreement 100% effective 
immediately, the Screen Actors 
Guild is negotiating contracts with 
British Equity, Actors Equity and 
other organizations permitting the 
SAG to retain control over players 

| should they leave film business. 
Foreign tie-ups, coupled with the 
| clause in the producer agreement 
that all new contracts must be 100% 
| Guild shop, places the SAG in posi- 
tion to force every 
fold immediately, or be forced from 
the industry at the expiration of 

present contracts. 

While the agreement does not call 
for 100% Guild shop until 1942, a 
| player refusing to join now would 
be automatically barred when asking 
to have a new contract approved. 


player into the 


A decade of peace between film 
actors and employers is assured by a 
|; new agreement signed by directors 
| of the Screen Actors Guild and 13 
| producers. Terms of the 10-year 
pact, effective as of May 15, were 
read Sunday (16) night before a mass 
| meeting attended by 1,500 SAG mem- 
_bers in Hollywood Legion Stadium. 

A small element of dissenters, 
headed by Lionel Stander, made no 
headway against almost unanimous 
sentiment of the actors in support of 
| the accord reached by the directo- 
rate. Meeting also heard Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG executive secretary, 
defend the organization’s non-support 
of the Federated Motion Picture 
Crafts strike against the studios. 


90% Guild Shop 


New  SAG-producer agreement 
| provides 90% Guild shop for stars 
and featured players for the first five 
years and 100% thereafter. For the 
entire life of the contract 100% Guild 
shop is provided for freelance and 
stock players, extras, stunt men and 
day players. 

Argument arose over the proviso 
that the SAG should agree not to 
strike during the 10 years of the 
pact. President Robert Montgomery 
| explained that, in the event of abro- 
| gation of provisions of the contract 
by the producers, the Guild member- 
ship would have the right to call a 
walkout. Producers signing were 
Paramount, Metro, 20th-Fox, Colum- 
bia, Sam Goldwyn, Selznick-Interna- 
tion, B. P. Schulberg, Major, Hal 
Roach, Walter Wanger, RKO, Uni- 
versal and Warners. Republic and 
Sol Lesser will also sign as soon as 
contracts are presented them. 

Guild shop is effective immediate- 
ly pending ratification of the agree- 
ment by boards of directors of the 
various producing corporations. Ac- 
tors holding contracts are given 60 
days to have them rewritten to con- 
form to the new setup. Working 
conditions specified in the pact be- 
come effective June 1, and directo- 
rates have until June 10 to ratify. 

SAG to Open Up 

To prevent interference with pro- 
duction, SAG working permits will 
be handed members now engaged. 
Production in New York and else- 
where in the United States is exempt 
| from provisions until SAG offices 
| are opened in New York, whjch will 
be within a month. Rules governing 
production outside the United States 
will be worked out 
The Guild is also considering estab- 
lishing headquarters in each studio. 

The practice of hiring persons out- 
side the industry for extra work will 
be discontinued. Aubrey Blair, 
Junior SAG business representative 
announced his group would attempt 
to limit extra work to bona fide ex- 
tra people only, eliminating outsid- 
'ers. The original SAG demand for 
abolition of the Central Casting and 
Call Bureau was not granted. 

Kenneth Thomson explained that 
the actors could not expect to gain 
everything they asked. Exec said. 
amid cheers, that Actors Equity bat- 
tled 13 years and went through two 
strikes to gain an 80°% 
Members of the Longshoremen’s 


} 





stadium for the 
was no violence. 
longshoremen 

Stander, chief 
opposition-actor 


meeting. but there 
Cars loaded 
conducted 
spokesman for 
element, to 


¢ 


| affiliation 
| approved by 60° 


by committees. 
; ual 


Union heckled stars who entered the | 
! 





: 
suild shop. ; 


with | 
Lionel | 
the | 
his | urged 


ship approvai. 





What Next? 


Houston, May 18 
well mixed 
Will 


ilnl- 


Things 
up 
Horwitz, 
die 
engineers 


got 
this week, 

operator of 
theatres 


pretty 
when 
three 
stationary 
walked out, hired 
pickets to picket the pickets 
picketing his shows. 
Horwitz’s pickets 
alongside’ the 


here 


where 


marched 
striking engi- 
neers’ pickets. Union pickets 
carried the customary ‘unfair’ 
signs. Horwitz’s pickets car- 
ried larger placards’ asking 
‘Who's Unfair”?’ and setting out 
that he was paying $12 a week 
higher than local union scale. 
Engineers explain they walked 
out despite the higher-than- 
union scale because they 
wanted union recognition. 











home after the meeting. 
Regarding the SAG policy toward 


the striking craftsmen, Thomson said ,; 


that on April 29, before the craft 
strike was called, he advised Charles 
Lessing, tentative FMPC executive, 
that the actors could not call a sym- 
pathy strike without 75% member- 
He further pointed 
out that the FMPC itself was not 
organized until two days after the 
strike was launched by studio ‘paint- 
ers. 

Thomson Clarifies 
Thomson's statement said: 
‘Because the SAG did not want in 

any way to prejudice the cause of 
men now on strike, it studiously re- 
frained from answering many 
leading statements made in the press 


SAG, 13 PRODUCERS SIGN 10-YR. PEACE 
PACT: MINOR OPPOSITION LOSES OUT 





a 





strike clause from the contract with 
the producers, pointing out that the 
Wagner Act gives labor’a_ potent 
weapon and the SAG should be care- 
ful in sacrificing it. An extra player 


declared Central Casting classified 
extras as coolies and accused the Bu- 
reau with permitting only pets to 
work regularly. Bela Lugosi wept 


at mention of coolies, 

J. Edward Bromberg demanded to 
why, if the Guild good 
for 90 of the players, it 
good enough for all, 


know was 


enough 


was not 


PAINTERS PICKET N. Y. 
HOUSES, BUT NO EFFECT 


During 
have 


the past week 
picketed Broadway 
behalf of the 
two nights 


painters 
picture 
Holly wood 
bul, so 
they 


houses in 
strike 
far as managers are concerned, 
might as well have been at their jobs 
more diligently. Managerial frater- 
nity is so used to having picketing of 


only on 


one kind or another that, not only 
do they ignore the marchers, pro- 
vided there is no violence, but have 


learned that this kind of activity on 
the streets doesn't seem to hurt the 
b.o.'s. 


Painters first appeared Tuesday 
night (11), as many as 10 men going 
on the picket line. They remained 
only an but were mostly lost 
in the theatre crowds. Following 
night. (12) they were absent, but 
Thursday (13) they showed up for 
another hour, this time with no more 
than three men to a house. Police, 
acting on a ruling laid down two 
years ago against mass picketing, 
warned the painters against more 
than three marchers on a line. After 
that night they disappeared, none 


hour, 


| Showing up over the week-end, 


mis- 


by those in charge of the strike. | 
We now feel it necessary, however, 
to clarify our position and give a | 


statement of what actually happened. 


‘Guild representatives attended the | 


preliminary meetings at which by- 


laws of the FMPC were drawn. These | 


representatives clearly stated at each 
meeting that the question of affilia- 
tion with the proposed FMPC would 
have to be ratified first by the board 
and then by a 60% vote of the Guild 
senior membership, and that no 
strike could be called without a writ- 
ten vote of 75% of the senior mem- 
bership. 

‘On several occasions in meetings. 
Lessing declared that in the event of 
a strike all existing contracts, 
whether of individuals or organiza- 
tions, would be respected, On April 
29, the day before the strike was 
called, the following letter was sent 
by messenger to Lessing: 

‘Because 


various news _ stories 
which have appeared stating the 
Guild is already affiliated with the 
FMPC might conceivably mislead 


members of all our organizations, I 
am writing to clarify the positions 
of Aubrey Blair and myself. The 
by-laws of the Guild provide 
with the FMPC must 
> of the senior 
ing members. As you know, the 
board of directors has not yet re- 
ferred the question of affiliation with 
the FMPC to the Guild membership. 
While Blair 


vol- 


any | 
be | 


and I are thoroughly in |! 


| day 








accord with the aims and purposes of | 


the FMPC, 
itv to bind our organization.’ 

‘The following day a meeting of 
representatives of various crafts was 
called to report progress in individ- 
negotiations. Guild representa- 
tives had been invited to attend 
Three hours before the meeting, the 
painters committee called a_ strike 
When Guild sentatives ques- 
tioned the 
minutes after 
Lessing said, 


repre 
procedure within five 
the strike was called, 
‘IT wanted to be dramatic 
and bring this thing to a head 
hurry.’ 

‘At the meeting, Le 


Ina 


sing declared, 


‘This is the painters strike. We are 
responsible.’ 
‘The strike obviously could = not 


have been one called by the Federa- || 


tion, as the actual formation of the 
Federation did not take place until 
Sunday, May 2, two days after the 
strike had been called. While we are 
exceedingly sympathetic with the 
men involved, we cannot allow out 
organization to be bound by unau- 


thorized 
John 


persons.’ 
Carradine, at 
the elimination 


the meeting. 
of the 


not. 


we have not the author- 
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M. P. Artists Org. 


Hollywood, May 18 
Society of Motion Picture Artists 
and Illustrators was organized Mon- 
(17) for the purpose of 
negotiating a separate contract with 
producers or affiliate with another 
organization. 


R. F. James was named president, 
Lester Thomas,  vice-prez., Ted 
Sebern, secretary and Sigmund 


Nesselrath, treasurer, 
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that the MPTOA radio committee is 


not demanding a cessation of radio 
broadcasting by film companies or 
players, in keeping with the.resolu- 
tions passed by its convention in 
Miami last March, but, for the time 














put on campaigns for new pictures. 

Men may spend one week out of 
every month on the road, home of- | 
fice believing this will widen their 
perspective. 

















Wilson associate producer on ‘Pig- 
skin Parade of 1937.’ George Mar- 
shall will direct. 

Script is now being worked out 
by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger. 

















Ralph Blum (Normandie). 

May 15. (New York to London), 
Lauritz Melchoir, Kirsten Flagstad, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Goossens, Dr. 
and Mrs. Herbert T. Kalmus, Wera 
Engels (Europa). 

May 15 (New York to Genoa), Mr. 





lette and Mayor Daniel W. Hoan of 
Milwaukee will speak and included 
in the entertainment is a ‘surprise 
radio salute by one of Hollywood's 
best known motion picture stars.’ 





Board meeting of Allied States 
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| M ° 4 U’S YARN SHAKEUP, 
| etro Ufiers Studio Show for lhed Expected to itant on . 4 
1 ? Evans, Neuberger Out-— Charlie 
T Beahan Doubling 
1 ‘ 
} | ut 0 earer or ar 0 Story department at Universal is a 10- 1X a er, as pose 0 
li ? ’ undergoing a shakeup. Harry Evans, 
; 6 ° talent head, is out. Elsa Neuberger, ‘ / 
| assistant to Charles Beahan, story MPTOA: D I: 
: Ouls e ] hey 0 0 0as head, has also left. Ann Bertan, * lorcemen ssuie, 00 _ 
ii secretary to Evans, has been shifted 
i to another department. + P= ae | 
Beahan will resume handling of | 
Hollywood, May 18. Just in Case | talent, the job he held several years | They Just Love It a Columbus, May 18. 
Metro has thrown off long ieee | ago, continuing as active story head so A In addition to divorcement legis. 
st< , g verboten on radio and will ses ey ee ae | also. When reorganization of the de- Sattrweed. May 18. lation, which i favors, the problem 
ree acyrca , ly in the fall with Recently framed pact with | partment is completed an assistant Figuring that the b.o. could of labor, which looms seriously for 
é alr early in tne fal Prt > » C% . » ¢ zs . a i . . 1s € i thy te 
wg onc pellets to be peddled to noe ree Lewd aati aie | will be brought in to handle talent. | stand a barrage of ‘love’ titles a theatre operators, and music tax, 
sponsors for $25,000 weekly. Bank- sed ily 7S po ttemaed This || James Colligan is assistant to Beahan || -—again—the boys are going block booking, various sales policies, 
aii will have exclusive use of all aot at ethhensh -ctieetaies (108. Cees, || overboard on the amatory item. etc., which the organization has stub- 
roller will hav e exclus! us é portion of contract stipulates a RKO-Rad nes oe bornly fought for years, the Allied 
é MGM talent with the exception of that the picture company can || — i | as ssthiiee. dma ethan, Chi 
his} * Pp E a Stz nwvyck encilled in for 7: States Ass n of Motion Picture FE» - wl 
F Greta Garbo and Norma Shearer. terminate the contract and can- “ a po ne ~ RR adie aii te eetediida. ot Mibwouke, ns 
Service includes musicians, writers, cel obligations if the comedian iy h 7 oe va “a phd a next week (26-28), is expected nm Ac 
t al. Show will be handled by ever goes into television work. || with the same star in ey Re caranth, Shee et 
-y : : } Didn’t Want Love Par will take action against radio broadcast- the 
be Louis K. Sidney, now director of Regarded simply as a safe- ; —~ en - Ae P ia at Wiles: ane. - 
t Station WHN, N. Y., who moves to guard against a go-called com- || ? US EAAE Vimy ne Srencess ; 
a ; ; 7} ee . : ; | Gaal in ‘And Then Came Love That any action the members of po: 
if the Coast in three weeks to handle petitive branch of amusement || 7 rot 
iH — . be ; and B. P. Schulberg is working Allied may decide upon will be an 
| organization. He has been given the biz. : ‘sa 5 -” Cea ees - lal ‘ 
i Louis B. Mayer and Nick on ‘Let’s Talk of Love. ranc definitely aggressive is anticipated tio 
okay by eR aoe National has Bruce Cabot in in exhibitor circles since its mem- un 
Schenck. e ‘Love Takes Flight.’ bership, unlike the Motion Picture of 
MGM studio will keep a close 1) ea S Hollywood, May 18. | Theatre. Owners of America, in. 
watch on all material and the han- Announcement made today by J mn cludes simon-pure independents who off 
dling of players so that boxoffice R. Grainger, distribution chief, that are not to be swayed in any way of 
value will not be jeopardized. Show © ° Universal will release 50 features in a 0 S by producer-distributor chain in- ho! 
if will not be sold tor Saturday or nvasion 0 1X 1937-'38, bears out the prediction fluences. Moreover, the majority of wl 
il Sunday night broadcast with dispo- made last fall by R. H. Cochrane, |, - the Allied exhibitors are in the . | 
ie sition left to the discretion of Sid- president, that the company would IX or enses smaller towns, where radio com- 9 
BR ney so there will be no conflict with ° hike the number of feature films petition is declared to be more se- v7 
a i theatre attendance. This decision is ent en from the 42 released last season. verely felt, in 
i seen as a move to sop the exhibs | Designating the coming season's pro- Should the MPTOA go soft on the _ 
aE and stifle any possible protests | gram as the most pretentious the Vy nl 0 une radio issue, failing to ao out the om 
j PEP Te Teme move. company ever attempted, Cochrane — dictates of its Miami convention, the oa 
Metro players with a radio clause NBC Artists Service will next pointed out that the new pictures Hollywood, May 18. political value of any drastic steps eqt 
in their contracts will be permitted | will follow the technique of action,| RkO.Radio has set 20 features to|by Allied, so far as out-and-out in- 
; ' month go directly into the biz of ata sophisticated plays I 
i to continue until their present pacts SVGIGINE SOPRISHCASS Plays. go in work between now and June | dependents are concerned, would be 
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i studic show. This will kill off guest | NBC booking staff to supe pic deals, | Universal, will be the stellar player | starring Nino Martini, list includes: | results on the radio matter, they a 
f shots on other programs. will head the drive from the east, in three ye: ng | = _ ‘A Damsel in Distress,’ ‘Radio City | might prove ideal membership game $4, 
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RKO by Ned E. Depinet, Jr.; 
versal by Willard McKay; Metro by 
Al Lichtman and Louis K. Sidney; 
and United Artists by Harry D. 
Buckley. , 

Meeting dwelt upon consideration 
of plans under which steps could be 
taken toward seeing that ‘education’ 
in the presentation of film material 
of players on the air could be pro- 
vided, so that screen personalities 
who are not radio. personalities 
would be kept off the ether. Tenor 
of the meeting was declared to be in 
favor of an alliance of screen and 
radio, rather than a separation. 

Walter Vincent declared last eve- 
ning (Tuesday) that . conferences 
would continue, with his committee 
gathering together as many facts as 
it could before reaching any positive 


broadcasters and picture producers 
gained steadily. 

With resolutions authorizing in- 
vestigation of both businesses pend- 
ing before the House Rules Com- 
mittee, ringleaders of the two in- 
quiry drives started negotiations to 
pool strength and set up a single 
committee which would turn the 
spotlight on anti-trust practices, po- 
litical favoritism, and monopoly in 
each field. Idea has been put be- 
fore Chairman John J. O’Conner of 
the Rules crowd but otherwise few 
overt moves have been made to 
wrap the two resolutions up in a 
single bundle. 


Talk of a combination probe, 
which has not gone very far yet, is 





businesses. 

Radio resolution offered by Rep. 
William P. Connery, Jr., of Massa- 
chusetts, has been dozing for weeks 
but may come to life this week. 
Rules body has paid no attention 
to it since hearings wound up early 
in February, although both Repub- 
lican and Democratic leaders have 
an eye on the political situation in 
the House and are readying to bring 
the measure upon the floor as soon 
as conditions are favorable. 

Film measure, sponsored by Rep. 
Sam Hobbs, of Alabama, has made 
less headway. Although  back- 
patted by the House Judiciary com- 
mittee, it has net been discussed yet 
in the Rules committee. O’Connor 
has not been asked yet for a hear- 


Harlan D. Dixon. 
Bide Dudley, 

Hazel Flynn. 

Oscar Homolka. 
Sidney R. Kent. 
Charles W. Koerner. 
Alexander Leftwich. 
Eric Linden. 

Charles E. McCarthy, 
Ward Morehouse. 
William Morris, Jr. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Eleanor Roth. 
George Schaefer, 
Helen Vinson. 

Jack L. Warner, 


ARRIVALS 


Mary Ellis, Grover Whalen, Ernest 
Hemingway, Walter J. Hutchinson, L. 














Waters. 

Each director has pledged to bring 
along with him a limited number of 
independent exhibitors. Attendance 
by delegations promised include: 
Wisconsin, 100; Ilinois, 50; Minne- 
sota, 25; Indian, 20 and Michigan, 20. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil F. Agnew. 
Henry Blanke. 
Ralph Blum. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Howard Dietz. 
Carey Grant. 
George Hirliman. 
Eleanor Hunt. 
Arthur A. Lee, 
Carmel Myers. 
Paul Nathan. 





decisions. When all the facts are in, | regarded in some anti-film and anti-|ing, nor has his outfit been offi- | F. Whelan, Col. Jason Joy, Jack Con- Erin O’Brien-Moore. 
Vincent stated, they would be laid | radio circles as a sly move to scut- | cially notified of the Judiciary mem- | nolly, Senator Murphy, Slate Bros., George Raft. 

before the radio broadcasting com-| tle one or both of the potential in- | bers’ endorsement. Until requested, | Moore and Revel, Oscar Homolka,| Paul Revere. 
panies, sponsors, stars and others|quiries. Pointed out that a seven-/| unlikely the Rules people will do| Fay Carroll, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph| Jack Saper. 
concerned, man committee would find plenty | anything about it, Hayman, Hal B. Wallis. 
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3-REELERS AS DUAL CUR 





Speedy Confirmation of Roxy Reorg 


Plan Expected; 


Federal Judge Francis J. Caffey 
will hear arguments on Friday (21) 
on the findings of special master 
Addison S. Pratt regarding the Roxy 
theatre’s reorganization. In view of 
the fact that the special master re- 
ports the pending plan to be ‘fair 
and equitable,’ a speedy confirma- 
tion may be expected of the plan 
under which 20th-Fox gains control 
of the property. 

Fact that 20th-Fox has voluntarily 
offered to purchase a limited amount 
of the holdings of common share- 
holders of the Roxy theatre at $1 
per share is noted in Pratt’s report, 
but he also calls attention to the 
fact that, while the special master 
himself recommends that the general 
equity creditors receive 100% of | 
their claims, 20th-Fox voluntarily | 
agrees to accept only 50% of the| 
amount it is rightfully due from the | 
equity receivership days. 

| 





| 


In his follow-up opinion on his | 
own report, filed with the court, 
special master Pratt gives his fair 
estimate of the value of the Roxy 
theatre building and equipment as 
$4,701,911.66, while the total value of 
the assets of the Roxy theatre are 
put by him at $7,311,329.23, with 
total liabilities at around $7,900,000, 
thus finding the corporation insol- 
vent. 


20th-Fox purchases the common 
stock at $1 per share from all Class 
‘A’ shareholders who own 150 shares 
or less, and who acquired it by pur- 
chase and sale prior to May 18, 1932, 
date of the appointment of the 
Equity receiver, 

This means probably an additional 
outlay, voluntarily, by 20th-Fox of 
around $100,000. 


Special master points out in his 
Opinion that, in view of the insol- 
vent condition of the debtor com- 
pany (Roxy), the shareholders of the 
theatre are fortunate to be recover- 
ing anything. He shows that even on 
the most favorable basis of computa- 
tion there would be no equity re- 
maining for stockholders in the 
property. 

Pending plan and negotiations 
with 20th-Fox were carried through 
by Col. Joseph Hartfield and Attor- 
ney Carlos Israels, of the downtown 
firm of White & Case, as counsel for 
the first mortgage bondholders, 


PRESNELL TO REIN U’S 
‘LAUGH,’ 1 OF 12 TOPS 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Charles R. Rogers has assigned 
the producer spot on Universal's 
‘Tonight We Laugh’ to Robert Pres- 
nell and has upped the budget on 
the picture to make it one of the 
12 toppers on U’s program for the 
coming season. 

Story, formerly titled ‘New Or- 
leans,’ will be worked up for early 
Production. Camera crew went to 


New Orleans last February for 
background shots. 














U’s New Thrill Short 


Universal's annual short feature | 
thrill picture has been tagged ‘Ten | 
Seconds to Live,’ and is being pro-| 
duced again by Charles Ford, U 
newsreel editor. Subject is made up | 
of death and destruction § scenes, 
many of which were highlights in 
newsreel hair-raisers in the past 12 
months. Company made ‘Camera 

Frills’ two years ago and last sea- 
Son issued ‘You Can’t Get Away 
With It.’ { 
Title was grabbed from a sudden | 
flectrocution scene, which was edi- 
ted out of regular newsreel release. 
It was 


} 
| 





secured while cameramen | 
Were Setting skidding scenes on a 
chat Street, with electrical wire | 
C 


‘opping down as result of smash- 


“Up and causing the noto~’ ’’s death. 


20th-Fox Looks In 


Who'll Get What? 





There is considerable gen- 
eral interest in the probable 
amount of fees which lawyers, 
protective committee groups 
and a broker or two may try to 
get via the courts in the Roxy 
theatre’s reorganization. 

Just when this fee matter 
will be put before the court 
isn’t known, but it'll probably 
be soon. 

Here are some of the attor- 
neys who have figured in the 
situation: 


Col. Joseph Hartfield and 
Carlos Israels, of White & 
Case, attorneys for the first 


mortgage bondholders protec- 
tive committee. 

Proskauer, Rose & Paskus, 
attorneys for the trustee, How- 
ard Cullman. 


Marshall, Bratten & Selig- 
son; Beekman, Bogue, Leake, 


Stephens and Black; Kramer & 
Kleinfeld; Wise, Shepard, 
Houghton & Hoffman; Milbank, 
Tweed, Hope & Webb; Robert 
G. Reed. of the Securities Ex- 
change Commission; U. S. At- 
torney, Lamar Hardy; Arthur 
Friend. 











Disney 5-Reeler 
Twinned on N. Y. 


Rivoli First-Run 


United Artists is getting feature 
rentals on Walt Disney’s ‘Academy 
Award Revue,’ running 45 minutes, 
which will be played singly in a 
majority of cases, but at the Rivoli, 
N. Y., goes on the same show with 
‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA), virtually 
making it a double bill for the first 
time in the house's existence, En- 
gagement here may give some line 
on the possibilities of dual bills 
composed of a regular, full-length 
feature and a second film which is 
neither a feature nor a short, but a 
compromise between the two. 

In the campaign for the Rivoli, the 
Disney cartoon picture, consisting of 
five Academy-winning one-reelers, 
is being given. a lot of extra space. 
Also, the ads for the Rivoli are giv- 
ing the time when the Bergner pic- 
ture goes on, as well as the time 
when the Disney 45-minuter shows. 


BACON EAST FOR WB 
‘SUBMARINE’ LOCATIONS 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Lloyd Bacon and Al Alborn have 
left for New York and New Haven 
to arrange for the shooting of pre- 
liminary scenes for ‘Submarine 262,’ 
which Bacon is to direct for War- 
ners. Alborn is business manager 
of the unit. 

Further advance filmings will be 
made at Havana and Panama. 














Print of Will Rogers 
Short Into Okla. Archives 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Special print of ‘Lest We Forget,’ 
short subject devoted to the Will 
Rogers Memorial, has been delivered 
to Gov. E. W. Marland of Oklahoma. 
Film will be deposited in the ar- 
chives of the state. 


Salkow’s ‘Story’ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Universal starts ‘That's My Story’ 
May 24 with Sidney Salkow assigned 
to direct and Robert Presnell at the 
production helm. 
Pic formerly was titled ‘Scoop.’ 
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Would Be Made by Produc-| 


ers of ‘B’ Films—Exhibs 


and Distribs Reported in| 


Favor 
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FILM SHORT STORIES 


Pictures of about three reels in 
length, averaging from 25 to 35 
minutes running time, are being 
seriously considered by producers as 
a possible solution to the double 
feature problem. Support of theatre 
operators and exhibitors is antici- 
pated in such a move. Leading men 
in the exhibition field, including the 
chain heads of distributor-controlled 
theatres, will probably be more defi- 
nitely sounded before steps are 
taken to set up production plans for 
abbreviated features 


Present thought is that pictures of 
approximately three reels in length 
could be made from short stories of 
a carefully selected and _ suitable 
character, as well as from originals 
following the short story formula 
turned out by studio writers. In 
other words, the three-reeler would 
be to full-length features what the 
magazine short story is to the novel. 


Producer sources, however, are of 
the opinion that, should films of 
three reels or a little longer be 


made, a reasonable amount of money 
would have to be spent on them and 
the same production values placed 
behind them as are given features. 

Many full-lengths are now turned 
out as B’s which are not worthy of 
being features and might more 
readily be acceptable. if trimmed 
down to 30 or 35 minutes, it is 
pointed out. Plus that, numerous B 
pictures today are based on short 
stories which are expanded to suit 
the footage required, while other 
good short stories are shunned be- 
cause of fear that padding will be 
needed. Three-reeler might open up 
an avenue of profitable escape for 
such stories, as well as for originals 
that are not meaty enough to com- 
mand feature consideration. 


Weak Shorts 


Short subjects of one and two reels 
are not selling at all, with exception 
of cartoons and a few other issues, 
largely because studios do not care 
to invest heavily in them in view of 
the tightened market caused by an 
overabundance of duals. Three- 
reeler might not only provide pres- 
ent shorts production with a fine out 
from the present situation but at the 
same time give accounts an out from 
duals, 

This type of picture, it is felt, 
would enable theatres to offer better- 
balanced bills and better turnover, 
with sufficient room left for news- 
reels and cartoons, travelogs or other 
short five to 10-minute fillers. 

Should major studios attempt the 
three-reeler plan, the present flock 
of ‘B’ producers on the lots would 
probably turn them out, using talent 
from studio player rolls which might 
mean something at the box office as 
against the majority of two-reel 
shorts, for which there isn’t much 
room these days. 


Hal Roach at one time considered | 
three-reelers, but never did anything | 


about it, while at Paramount, which 
did well with a 50-minute Zane Grey 
fishing special, nany of the theatre 
operato-s urged that more product of 


this length be turned ou At that 
time the Par studio wasn’t in the | 
condition it is now and any new 


idea which might represent a gamble 
wasn’t so welcome. 


Exhibs Like ‘Crime’ 
Holly wood, May 18. 
Exhibitor reaction to Metro’ 
‘Crime Doesn't Pay’ series has been 
so favorable a 
program will 


that the studio’s new 
contain everal addi- 


tional two-reelers of that type, ac- 
cording to Jack Chertok charge 
of short subject 

Production preparations are being 


made now. 











MacRae’s Record 





Hollywood, May 18. 
‘West Bound Limited,’ 
brought in May 15 by Pro- 
ducer Henry MacRae at Uni- 
versal, was his 650th produc- 
tion for the organization. 
Veteran has been with U 26 
years in various capacities. 


20th, with 62 Pix, 
Will Lead Major 














Never near the top in the number 
of pictures scheduled yearly when 
the company was known as Fox, this 
coming season (1937-38), 20th Fox 
will take the lead, with the biggest 
program of features. Present plans 
give a lineup of 62 and possibly 64 





pictures, exact number to be set by 
ithe time the convention opens in 
| Los Angeles, May 31. 

With Paramount trimming its 
schedule, to be announced in mid- 
| June, and Warners staying at 60 
| yearly, 20th-Fox takes the lead for 
| the first time. Program will consist 
| of 50 or 52 regular features from the 
| 20th plant, plus two Eddie Cantor 
| productions, six Sol Lessers, and four 
| British-mades, Company has washed 
up its 1936-37 pictures and is already 
at work on new product for release 
during the coming season, 


Preparatory to the sales meet, S. 
R. Kent, John D. Clark and Charles 
E. McCarthy left New York Monday 
(17) for Hollywood, where the con- 
vention opens two weeks later and 
continues through June 3. Regular 
delegation leaves the East May 26 
on a special train, with others picked 
up enroute West. 


WARNERS DESIGNATING 
18 TOP BRACKET PIX 


Departure in sales policy which is 
expected to be welcomed by exhib- 
itors is being adopted for the com- 
ing season (1937-38) by Warner 
Bros. Company is bracketing 18 
pictures in a high percentage group, 
but, insteed of informing the ac- 
count later on, what these pictures 
will. be, they are designated now. 
| Thus, when the salesmen go out to 
| take contracts on the coming year's 
| product, exhibitors will know which 
18 pictures are to be played at the 
higher figures, 


Pictures in the medium and low 
percentage groups are not identified, 
| but, with the 18 set in the top group, 
none of those at the lower percen- 
tages will be moved up if they turn 














|out to be better than anticipated. 
Exhibitors in the past have fre- 
quently complained bitterly when 


low percentage pictures, after being 
so designated, have been moved to 
higher terms. 

In addition to designating the No. 
1 percentage group of picture 
Warner Bros. has adopted a policy 
of flat rentals in a minimum of in- 
stances, Everywhere that 
| tage deals are practicable they will 
| be demanded. 


per cen- 


Gershwins Start 


Hollywood, May 18 


George and Ira Gershwin have 
tarted their contract assignment fo 
Samuel Goldv-‘yn. 

Brothers are cleffing “The Gold- 


wyn Follies,’ 


Distribs for '37- 38 


RKO Should Be Out of the Ether 


By August; Co.'s Reorg. Plan Heard 
By Special Master; Amendments 


. ee 


Judging by the present progress 
of events, RKO should be emerging 


from its 77B situation around 
August. 
Company’s sponsors’ submitted 


several amendments and completed 
their presentation of proof as to the 
fairness and feasibility of the com- 
pany’s pending plan last Wednes- 
day (12). Attorney -Hamilton C. 
Rickaby, of Simpson, Thacher & 
Bartlett, presented the case for the 
sponsors, 

By the amendments, upon reor- 
ganization, the company will be au- 


thorized to issue an increase of 
$2,000,000 in preferred stock. New 
common stock which the company 


will be authorized to issue upon re- 
organization is reduced by 40,000 
shares. 

Little if any opposition remains to 
the plan, now that these changes 
have been made. 

Changes 

Changes in the plan mean addi- 
tional benefit to the general credi- 
tors. In the aggregate the position 
of these creditors has been improved 
under the plan by several hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Principally representing general 
creditors is Carlos Israels, of the 
downtown firm of White & Case, at- 
torneys. 

Among other amendments sub- 

|mitted is one under which the 
Rockefeller interests may withdraw 
|the R. C. Center Theatre from the 
|}operating agreement with RKO, 
should that theatre be a loser, with- 
out affecting RKO’s annual $25,000 
consultant fee. 

Opponents of the plan begin their 
side of the case on May 24, before 
special master Alger. 

Under the amended plan, instead 
of receiving three-quarters of one 
share of new prefered stock and one 
and one-half shares of new common 
for each $100 amount of claim, hold- 
|ers of unsecured claims will receive 
a full share of new preferred stock 
and one share of new common, 


Capitalization 


As amended, capitalization of the 
new company follows: 

(a) $18,000,000 in 544% sinking 
fund convertible debentures, of 
which amount $12,718,500 shall be 
outstanding upon consummation of 
the plan. 

(b) $13,000,000 in 6% cumulative 
convertible preferred stock, par 
value $100 per share, of which $8,- 
| shall be outstanding upon 








000,000 
| consummation of the plan. 
| (c) 4,000,000 shares of common 


| 
| (Continued on page 31) 


FRANKLIN, PAR TALKED 
FOR F&M ST. L. DEAL 


! 


Chicago, May 18. 
' Paramount and Harold B. Franklin 
|are mentioned as possible buyers of 


the theatre properties held in St, 
Louis by Fanchon & Marco. Indi- 
|cations are that F. & M. interests 
'approached Par on the possibility 
and that talks also were held be- 
tween F. & M. and Franklin, in New 
York. Whether the discussions re- 


volved around a 100% buy or only a 


| part purchase is not known. 


From these indications it seems 
F. & M. would like to wring loose 
from St. Loui where it virtually 
dominate the theatre operating 


tuation, 

Paramount, presumedly, would be 
expected to act through Balaban & 
Katz. Perhaps that’s how the talk 
tarted that B. & K., in association 
with the J. J. Rubens’ local interests 
were con sidering a forced entry into 
the controlled St. Louis 
Hiowever, that talk looks to have been 
premature. 

Investment by F. & M. 
sociates in St. Louis is estimated 

} around $800,000, 
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Leading a Dog's Life in Hollywood 
Is a Pleasure; Frank Scully Jealous 





By FRANK SCULLY 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Sociologists snooping around here 
making government surveys on 
everything from show biz to sheep- 
herding have decided that if they 
can only get the comrades in the 
upper brackets to treat men like 
dogs, at least as dogs are treated in 
Hollywood, the millennium is in. 
Leading a dog’s life here, checkers 
discovered, is really something. 

From the litter to the grave, Hol- 
lywood hounds lead the life of Riley. 
There are maternity wings for them 
in swank cat-and-dog hospitals; their 
funerals, graves, and gravestones are 
on a par with previews of pictures. 

There are 51 cat and dog hospitals 
here possessing enough money to 
advertise. There are also dozens of 
dog kennels and 30 makers of dog 
foods ‘designed for dogs in this cli- 
mate. Hound hospitals have from 
three to five doctors, besides nurses, 
assistants and orderlies. You can 
take your pooch in for anything 
from an appendectomy to a delous- 
ing. There’s even a special ‘dog’s 
beauty parlor.’ Lowest rap is one 
buck. 

Dogeries cater to every caprice, 
including scratching posts. There's 
a gent here who makes a living sell- 
ing canine raincoats. Real mink 
collars, dog beds, and even a dog 
and cat dude ranch in Bear Valley 
are w.k. to the social setters. 

Free Clinics 

For layoffs there are free daily 
clinics, and if you can’t take your 
pooch to one of them, a canine doc 
will be glad to answer your ques- 
tions and prescribe for the hound’s 
symptoms by mail. Free board and 
room; in fact, at Joan Crawford’s 
place became so well known among 
the canine world that the star had 
to have an extra kennel built to take 
care of visiting mutts. 

Cases are known of extras not 
knowing where their next meal was 
coming from but who found it nec- 
essary to take their dogs to a canine 
clinic for regular ultra violet treat- 
ments. 

With 2,000 dogs going out through 
the town’s lethal chambers every 
month, a girl heading a California 
anti-vivisection society sponsored a 
law birth-controlling dogs down to 
two pups from every litter, due to 
be sterilized on reaching maturity. 
Idea was handed the razz by dog 
owners, who dressed their long-eared 
pooches with signs reading, ‘Down 
with Birth Control.’ 

Curfew Law 

When the City Council considered 

a curfew law for cats, dogs, roosters 


and other noise-makers, the defeat 


of the bill got an _ eight-column 
streamer. Only one 


Bernards they befriended. 


councilman 
voted for closing of the coyote calls | ‘tere | Belong,’ unproduced play by 
at 10 p.m. Rest posed for photo-| Walter Watts, N. Y. attorney, and 
graphs shaking paws with the St.| plans to stage it in Hollywood with 





HAROLD LLOYD PICKS 
PROFESSOR YARN NEXT 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Harold Lloyd’s next picture will 
be ‘Professor, Beware,’ to be made 
from an original by Frances and 
Marian Cockrell, Paramount will 
release. 
Comedian’s characterization will 
be that of a professor of archaelogy 
in a co-ed college. Screen play has 
been completed by Jack Cunning- 
ham and pic goes into production 
toward the end of June on the Major 
lot. 
New sound stage has been built 
for the Lloyd unit. 








Guild Honors Jeanette 
MacDonald, H. B. Warner 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Screen Actors’ Guild award for the 
best picture performance in March 
went to Jeanette MacDonald for her 
role in Metro’s ‘Maytime.’ 

Best work by a supporting player 
was adjudged to be that of H. B. 
Warner in Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon.’ 


SHIELDS ‘SCHOOLING’ 


Goldwyn Guiding Career of Former 
Davis Cup Tennis Star 














Hollywood, May 18. 

Frank Shields, former Davis cup 
tennis star, on loanout from Samuel 
Goldwyn, gets the lead in ‘The 
Hoosier boy’ at Monogram. 

As part of Shields’ schooling for 
stardom under Goldwyn’s eye, he 
takes dramatic coaching six days a 
week and understudies all the prin- 
cipal male roles in all Goldwyn pix. 
First camera appearance was in 
‘Come and Get It.’ 


Presto, Chango 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Gypsy Rose Lee will not appear 
in films under that tag, according to 
announcement by 20th-Fox. 
To avoid any possible beefs the 
studio has decided that the ex-peeler 
will make her film debut under her 
real name of Louise Hovick. Re- 
cently all publicity with the Lee 
and peel angles has been basketed. 


Richard Dix Buys Play 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Richard Dix has bought rights to 











himself in the top spot. 





| ‘Saved’? 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Universal’s sales convention 
at the Ambassador is strictly 
stag, not a femme in the pow- 
wow. Grand National, huddling 
the same time and the same 
place, saved the situation for 
the distaff side by having Ann 
Rosenthal along from New York, 

Miss Rosenthal is GN’s legal 
light. 








But the tops came when a new Dix has just washed up his Co. 
company recently formed to run an} ]ymbia contract. 


18-day reducing diet for dogs. Spe- 
cial diets are prepared for each dog’s 
needs, and delivered fresh daily. 
‘Even gluttonous canines,’ runs an ee Hollywood, May 18. 
ad, ‘who have acquired somewhat| Lillian Hellman is planning to 
rotund figures may regain their | ™ake her permanent home in Holly- 
puppyish shapes on Hollyoowd’s 18- | Wood. 
day diet. Scribbler, after completing the 
a of ‘Dead End’ for Samuel 
oldwyn, remained over to work on 
THOSE DELUXE PREVIEWS the shooting script of ‘Mare Polo,’ 
for which Robert E. Sherwo. i pro- 





PIX KEEP LIL HELLMAN 














METRO ADDING 
5 HOUSES T0 
INT. CHAIN 


Within a year Loew Theatres will 
have spent over $1,500,000 on new 
theatre construction in five impor- 
tant and widely scattered cities of 
the world as part of a building cam- 
paign on its international chain. 
William Melniker, in charge of in- 
ternational theatre operation, esti- 
mates an outlay of $300,000 for each 
of the new Loew holdings. 

Under construction already and 
hoped to be opened by the end of 
July is a new 2,000-seater in Dur- 
ban, South Africa. Work on an- 
other in Bombay, India, starts some 
time this week. Latter will ac- 
commodate 1,500. In San Paulo, 
Brazil, property has already been 
purchased for a _ 1,700-seat house. 
Ground breaking is expected within 
the month. Brisbane, Australia, will 
see the premiere of a 1,500-seater 
early in November. House is also 
already in the works. 

Loew also contemplates another 
house in Amsterdam, Holland. How- 
ever, this plan is still vague and no 
dates or figures are available as yet. 

New quintet will be added to the 
growing international theatre chain 
which last year added four in South 
America alone, Theatres were built 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Monte- 
video, Uruguay; Lima, Peru, and 
Santiago, Chile. 

S. A. territory was formerly man- 
aged by Melniker, who was appoint- 
ed international boss a couple of 
months ago and moved to N. Y. from 
down under. 


MARX BROS. MG DEAL 
ENDS; MAY SHIFT PIX 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Marx Brothers are reported talk- 
ing new picture deals with RKO- 
Radio, Paramount and Columbia, in 
addition to considering a three-pic- 
ture arrangement with Metro. 

Brothers washed up their con- 
tractual obligations to Metro with ‘A 
Day at the Races,’ recently com- 
pleted. 


Ermolieff Back Home 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Joseph N. Ermolieff has left Holly- 
wood for Europe, having completed 
his chore as technical advisor on 
RKO-Radio’s ‘The Soldier and the 
Lady,’ made from the Jules Verne 
novel, ‘Michael Strogoff.’ 

He produced the film abroad first 




















Hew They Hurt the B.O. of Big Pix | vided the screenplay, 
Shown by ‘Courageous’ 


and sold remake rights to the studio. 








Hollywood, May 18. 

An example of how a premiere 
box office can be hurt through 
deluxe previews of pictures in Hol- 
lywood came to light May 14 at the 


The Primrose P. A. Path 





preem of ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(G) at the Carthay Circle. 
rule, openings in this house, with a 
$5 tap, run between $4,500 and 
$5.000, while the take for this pre- 
miere was around the $3,000 mark. 

Cause of this large shrinkage was 
due to the fact that studio had one 
of those deluxe previews, with 
livhts, ete.. and reserved seats, in- 
viting all of the Hollywood person- 
alities of importance as guests, as 
well as their own stars. Those who 
went to the preview are the ones 
who generally give the glamor to a 
first night and, having already seen 
the pic once, they did not go for the 
soup and fish and limousine. 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Hollywood press correspondents 
are getting so lazy that, in many 
cases, they refuse even to visit the 
studios to garner their output, 
throwing the burden of performing 
their chores upon studio p. a.’s, the 
latter claim. 

Result is that a large proportion 
of material disseminated to the 
world about Hollywood is of the 


Likely that as a result of this ex- creampuff variety written to studio 
perience Metro arid other studios in pattern. Condition is true not only 
the future will preview these super | Of newspaper representatives here, 
srecials under wraps and thereby but even of some coiumnists for the 
assure themselves of a glamorous Los Angeles papers. Some fan mags 
turnout for deluxe premieres. 





As a| Qut-of-Towners Covering H’wood Are Grab- 


bing Press-Book Stuff 


also, desirous of slicing their over-. 


head, are withholding assignments 
from freelance scriveners and or- 
dering stuff dished up by the pub- 
licity blurbers. 

Situation has its ironical aspect 
because in the past studios have 
received many squawks from the 
newspapers because of the cut-and- 
dried quality of material emanating 
from the pufferies. It was because 
of this that a lot of papers stationed 
their own people here, and nowadays 
much of the wire service chatter, 
gossip and news represent the toil 
of studio press agents, in spite of 
the coin the newspapers are dishing 
out. 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Inventory of Miss Ginger Rogers 

In each new Astaire-Rogers footrace, just when it begins to look like 
Miss Rogers has at last caught up with him from their last picture, Astaire 
spurts forward and leaves the distance between them as great as it’s ale 
ways been. Both of them progress, but on different planes: all the while 
Miss Rogers is improving her technique, Astaire is blazing trails. Now 
that the Astaire-Rogers combo seems to be inevitable, it’s gratifying to 
note, in ‘Shall We Dance,’ how far Miss Rogers has advanced since first 
she presented herself for comparison. 


Miss Rogers could discipline her yen for hot-cha grooming and ghe 
need not, as her very opening gesture, push her dancing partner into a 
fountain; she could at least do something endearing first. She need not 
utterly wallow in discontent, she need not do so much contemptuous 
glaring. She might be a little pleased with something occasionally, she 
might like somebody a little, she might even be a bit sporting now and 
then. She need not rise to the heights of her dramatic ability when it’s 
a burn-up line she’s reading—the conviction she attains then could be 
used for a kind word once in a while. 


She might go so far as to look at Astaire as if it were just barely pos. 
sible that, along with the rest of the world, she too might see something 
pleasant in him; she need not be so completely pessimistic. The whole 
audience knows the upshot anyway; approves of it. It wouldn’t hurt for 
her. to confirm with a little preliminary tenderness, their trust that it will 
be a fine match. She doesn’t have to horde it till the very last minute. 
She doesn’t have to be perpetually in a pet. It would be nice if she could 
bring herself to smile at him just once. 


For, in ‘Shall We Dance’ there are occasional flashes hinting that maybe 
Miss Rogers does have some latent qualifications deserving of Astaire, 
Quiet way she listens to, and is touched by, his singing of ‘They Can't 
Take That Away From Me,’ the renunciation of her former golden-fuzz 
coiffure, the way she looks in sports clothes, her discovery at last that 
simple dancing costumes permit interest to center on her dancing, her lik- 
able little dog, the chic of her Chinese maid, the superb, slim line of her 
torso that instantly distinguishes her, though she’s masked, from the rest 
ef the girls identically dressed and masked in the ‘Shall We Dance’ num- 
ber; the fact that even Harriet Hoctor, when she is Astaire’s dancing part- 
ner, is unable, too, to draw attention away from him to herself, therefore 
Miss Rogers may be excused for the same inability; her smashing of her 
own tradition for wallpaper-fit dresses and her establishing brave new 
ones that dare to adhere only here and there—all these manifestations 
indicate that Miss Rogers is searching to the very depths of her being, 
looking for things that, polished up a bit, can make her a better girl. She 
has started out on the same refining process that marked the development 
ef Joan Crawford. Like Miss Crawford in this stage, she has caught 
glimpses of far horizons, and she wants to be a person. Noi just a picture 
star—a person; and it’s very commendable of her. 


Grim Striving By Comedian 


Edward Everett Horton, on the other hand, hasn’t the slightest doubt 
that he is a person, a very important person. So important, indeed, that 
he can’t do anything, say anything, when there’s anyone else around, but 
that he must prove his importance by doing it, saying it, with such 
sweeping gusto as to completely blot that other person out. However, 
the sheer intensity and monotony of his method defeats his hopes. As 
he glances, then looks, then peers, then stares, meanwhile hammering his 
lines across midst wrigglings, contortions and waving wrists, also at the 
same time peppering the whole proceedings with long, middle-sized and 
short sighs of ‘oh,’ his total goings-on reach such a pitch of grim striving 
that the audience is forced, in order to save its responsive strength, to 
devote itself to that very other person in the scene whose presence Horton 
is working so desperately to erase. Nor is this the only result; irritated by 
what it’s gone through at his hands, the audience does not laugh sym- 
pathetically—as an audience is supposed to do at a comedian—when Hore 
ton gets himself into difficulties; it laughs maliciously. In fact, it’s overs 
joyed quite as if Horton were not a comedian at all but instead, a villain. 





Gave Him a Gun, Her a Marcel 


Great war in ‘They Gave Him a Gun’ is decently frantic; the soldiers’ 
uniforms look like they’ve been worn a long time, and in action; the war 
zone sets are in the proper state of disrepair, and the general feeling is 
one of necessarily hasty adaptation to new environment, with all the 
makeshifts that implies. 


And yet it’s not as tough as it thinks it is, for it does not disturb a single 
hair of Gladys George’s finger wave. Miss George is a nurse and works 
at it. Night and day she meets emergencies, medical and amorous; handles 
both kinds with resource and dispatch; saves lives, wins hearts, loses hers. 
Surely she’s got enough to do without minding her coiffure too, but it 
happens that Miss George is a remarkable woman. They say the angularity 
of her face needs ‘softening,’ and war or no war, softened it shall be. 
Each little blonde tendril that’s supposed to curl along her cheeks, across 
her brow, curls. Mid shock and shell, it curls. Miss George’s ability to 
effect such precision in such difficult times is an example to women who 


complain they can’t get their hair done right in France, even in peace 
time. 


Nor do the marvels Miss George is capable of end with her coiffure. 
When the war’s over and she has married the wrong man, she changes 
completely from a woman of action to a little homebody, and settles down 
to sew a fine seam. Now she who was once so alert becomes so fascinated 
with embroidery that, though she spends all her time at home, her house 
doesn’t look like anybody lives there, and besides, though her husband is 
the trigger man for a gang of bank robbers, she hasn’t the slightest notion 
what it is he does that keeps her in tea gowns and gin for cocktails for 
an old friend. However, she finds out because the right man tells her, 
and she doesn’t like it, either. 


Romantic Slush Eliminated 
It looks like the luck of the small boys has changed. There are now 
two pictures on Broadway full of action, with nobody doing anything for 
the sake of a beautiful woman. Small boys can go safely to ‘The Prince 
and the Pauper’ and ‘Captains Courageous,’ see small boys like themselves 
successfully engage in executing man-sized things for their own kind of 


motives, with no love stuff around to have to squirm through and so spoil 
all the fun. 


They can listen to sonorous speeches in ‘The Prince and the Pauper,’ 
confident they’re only there so they can catch their breaths between last- 
minute rescues. They can watch villainy that’s black black, nobility thats 
white white—the way they like it. They can see one man, because hes 
good, run through a dozen blackguards with his trusty blade, leap on to 
smite a dozen more. Twin heroes are okay, for they’re good scrappers, 
and the whole long exciting story is swell, except that the king twin g0€S 
sissy at the very end and doesn’t order the villain beheaded, which is 
something the small boys were waiting patiently to see. 

At ‘Captains Courageous’ the parental sniffles will bother them a little, 
but they'll overlook it, for at last Freddie Bartholomew. wh0§ 
always supposed to be a small boy, behaves like one. He tells lies 
and he cheats, he doesn’t dress like mother’s little man all the time. and 
he wants to be a sailor. He's not such a bad fisherman, either. After 
his reformation in ‘Captains Courageous,’ small boys are apt to accept 
him as one of them. This is a good thing, for Freddie Bartholomew #!- 








ways seems to be in the pictures their mothers make small boys go to S€€- 
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In Full Swing; 





‘ 
Hollywood, May 18. 1 


With arrival of 150 Universalites 
Sunday morning (16), town was 
housing two conventions, including 
the Grand National group. At the 
same time official announcement of 
Columbia’s for June 21 and Repub- 
lic’s for May 31 was made by those 
two companies. Columbia decision 
was made after a meeting between 
Jack Cohn, Abe Montague and Abe 
Schneider. GN has also decided on 
a western regional sales conference 
in addition to the convention, to be 
held in San Francisco around June 
15. GN will also hold three other 
regionals in other areas. 

Headed by J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of the U board, a delega- 
tion including Charles R. Rogers, 
studio production head; J. P. Nor- 
manly, James R. Grainger, Richard 
Millar and Van Paul met the special 
Santa Fe train to welcome the con- 
ventioneers. No biz sessions were 
held on day of arrival, boys being 
left to their own devices until Mon- 
day, when sales pow-wows were 
formally launched. 

Opener was an outline of the com- 
pany’s planned sked for 1937-38. R. 
H. Cochrane, Cowdin and Rogers ad- 
dressed the meeting, with the latter 
ladeling out the product discourses. 
Resumed Tuesday (18), gab con- 
tinued with Rogers giving a final 
talk on new productions. Afternoon 
was devoted to introduction to stars 
and brief talks by producers, direc- 
tors and studio execs. At night all 
repaired to Uplifter’s Ranch for a 
barbecue as the guests of Hope 
Hampton. Not present, Miss Hamp- 
ton spoke from N, Y. via phone, 

Final Biz Session 

Final biz session is skedded for 
this morning (Wednesday ). Grainger 
will outline sales policy on new 
product. Other execs also in for 
chinning. In the afternoon dele- 
gates will 0.0. studios, and at night 
attend a dinner-dance at the Troca- 
dero. 

Last day, Thursday, will be de- 
voted to a special meeting of 
Grainger, home office execs, district 
and branch managers. Expects to 
wind up at noon, with conven- 
tioneers pulling out that night. 

For its first national sales con- 
clave, GN brought on 10 home office 
execs from N. Y., 40 district man- 
agers and the local area salesmen. 
Also attending are about 20 studio 
representatives. 

Home office execs here for the 
meet are: Ann Rosenthal, counsel; 
W. J. Neary, comptroller; Stanley 
Hatch, distribution exec; Alfred 
Crown, traveling rep for Latin 
America; Edward Ugast, assistant 
foreign manager; Harry J. Allen, su- 
pervisor of Canadian distribution. 
Also on hand are Edward L. Alper- 
Son, prez; Edward Peskay, v-p; 
James Winn, western sales chief; Sol 
Edwards, eastern sales chief, and Ed 
Finney, advertising director. 

Welcomed by Peskay 

Various delegations arrived early 
Sunday morning (16), being wel- 
comed by Peskay and_ reception 
committee. Outline of the conven- 
tion was made by Peskay at Sunday 

‘Continued on page 31) 





MacMurray Gets New 
7-Yr. Contract at Par 


Hollywood, May 18. 


Paramount has tagged Fred Mac- 

urray to a new seven-year ticket 
to run in three optional periods of 
two years each and a single-year 
Period. 

Actor’s next, following his current 
Chore in ‘Exclusive,’ will be ‘True 
Confession,’ co-starring him with 
Carole Lombard. 








BRECHER’S TRIPLE 
Hollywood, May 18. 
Egon Brecher has been spotted in 
ree pictures for 20th-Fox. 


,, Pix are ‘Thin Ice,’ ‘Heidi’ 
Lancer Spy.’ 


th 
and 


Col, Rep Prepping 





Picture Business 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Following completion of his 
assignment as a prosecutor in 
Paramount’s ‘Souls at Sea,’ 
Porter Hall drew the city edi- 
tor’s part in the same studio’s 
‘Wild Money.’ Meanwhile he 
had to play a role in ‘This Way, 
Please,’ and schedule called for 
him to get through his ‘Wild 
Money’ part, normally a week’s 
job, in a day of shooting. Hall 
worked one day, memorizing 
14 pages of dialog with only a 
short rehearsal before each 
scene, 

He was then told that ‘This 
Way, Please,’ had been post- 











poned for a week or more, 


Carole Lombard’s 


Six Pix Par Deal: 
$150,000 Per Film 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Contract for Carole Lombard to 
appear in six Paramount pix within 
three years at $150,000 each was 
signed on behalf of the actress last 
week by Myron Selznick and for 
the studio by Adolph Zukor. 

Player’s first under the new deal 
will be made late next fall, after 
she completes ‘Nothing Is Sacred’ 
with Fredric March for Selznick- 
International. Around the end of 
November, when she finishes her 
Paramount chore, Miss Lombard 
will go to Warners in a co-starrer 
with Fernand Gravet for Mervyn 
LeRoy. 














Hope Hampton Given U 
Termer; ‘Riviera’ First 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Universal has signed Hope Hamp- 
ton (Mrs. Jules Brulatour) to an 
acting termer and has assigned her 
to ‘Riviera,’ B. G. De Sylva produc- 
tion based on Earl Derr Biggers’ 
novel, ‘Love Insurance.’ 

Jerome Kern and Dorothy Fields 
are cleffing the music. Starting date 
is set for some time in August and 
film may be done in color. 





Thompson, Swarthout, 
Chapman to Coast 


Harlan Thompson left for the 
Coast May 17 after completing some 
location work for Paramount in New 
York. 

Went via Chicago, where he picked 
up Frank Chapman and Gladys 
Swarthout (Mrs. Chapman), who 
went west with him. Miss Swarth- 
out appeared on the Ford hour from 
Detroit Sunday night (16). 





Compromise 





Loretta Young, who had _ been 
vacationing for about two weeks in 
New York and in Bermuda, wired 
20th-Fox studio on the Coast last 
Wednesday (12) for an extension of 
vacash time. 

She was granted two days’ leeway, 
leaving for Hollywood on Saturday 
(15) instead of Thursday, as origi- 
nally scheduled. 


Dupont With Cohen 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Emanuel Cohen has signed E. A, 
Dupont to direct ‘Flood Crest’ for 
Major. 
Director recently left Paramount, 





where his last job was ‘Night ~ 


Mystery.’ 


+ 


IRS. COME INTO 


Universal, Grand National Meets 


FILMOOM SCIONS 





List Includes Producers, Ac- 
tors, Writers and Techni- 
cians — Many Flit from 
Parents’ Lots to Absorb 
Fundamentals at Other 
Studios 


—_———— 


MORE OPPORTUNITIES 





By DENIS MORRISON 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Picture business, like other indus- 
tries, has _ fortified itself with 
juniors. Though the industry is new, 
it has already made such vast strides 
that the elder statesmen believe the 
way they have paved should be trav- 
eled by tHeir offspring. 


This is undoubtedly due to the fact 
that the biz has proved lucrative and 
also that the opportunities to win 


background are far more numerous 
than in many other industries and 
professions. 


It isn’t simply a matter of nepo- 


one time or another, got away from 
the wing of poppa and served their 
apprenticeship in organizations out- 
side their own families. Many 
youngsters now breaking in 
away from parental 
getting first-hand knowledge of fun- 
damental technique. Others 
used this early training and have 


tion on their own. 
Among the youngsters are Carl 


mund Grainger, David O. and Myron 
Selznick, and the Bennett daughters, 
Constance and Joan. 

Laemmle, son of Carl, occupies a 
producer’s berth at Metro. Berman, 
producer at RKO-Radio, is a son of 
the late Harry Berman, old-timer 
in the selling end of pictures. 
Eddie Grainger’s dad, James R. 
Grainger, was for many years sales 
chief of the old Fox corporation and 
now in a similar post with Univer- 
sal. Eddie is a producer at Uni- 
versal, 

Selznicks Do Okay 


Selznick boys, sons of the late 
Lewis J. Selznick, have been notably 
successful. Myron left the produc- 
ing end to form one of the pioneer 
talent agencies in film biz. He is 
now proprietor of Myron Selznick, 
Inc. Dave Selznick received a varied 
and thorough training from his fa- 
ther first, and later as production 
assistant to B. P. Schulberg at Par- 
amount. Leaving Paramount he took 
the production helm at Radio before 
he was 30, and then formed his own 
company, Selznick-International Pic- 
tures, Inc., with John Hay Whitney. 


Richard Bennett, veteran stage and 
screen actor, fathered three daugh- 
ters, and only one, Barbara, who is 
Mrs. Morton Downey, elected to re- 
main in the domestic background 
after appearing in a few pix. Con- 


lywood successes and returned to 
films several years ago. Since then 


with Connie as an actress. 


Names of other sons and daughters 
of famous men on the Hollywood 
scene are to be counted literally in 
scores. 

More on Horizon 


Thus Tyrone Power, son of the 
stage and screen veteran of the same | 
name, who died in harness not so} 
long ago, leaped from obscurity to | 
the heights in 20th-Fox’s ‘Lloyds of | 
London.’ Lon Chaney, Jr., has his! 
feet firmly on the ladder of success. | 
Noah Beery, Jr., likewise. So with | 
Russell Gleason, son of James and} 
Lucile Webster Gleason, both troup- | 
ers; Bryant Washburn, Jr., Fred 





(Continued on page 29) 
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success for those with ability and | 
tism. Most of the successful lads, at | 


are | 
apron-strings, | 


have | 


made large strides toward recogni- | 


Laemmle, Jr., Pandro S. Berman, Ed- 


stance appeared in some early Hol-| 


she has starred in many productions. | 
Joan has made a neck-and-neck p1ce | 
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Hollywood, May 18. 

Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts has acquired for its 
permanent collection a portrait 
of Greta Garbo in oils done by 
Warren Newcomb. 

Artist is head of Metro’s 
process camera department. 











Coronation Film, 
40,000 Feet of It, 
Arrives in U, S. 


Despite belated efforts to get mo- 
tion picture films aboard Dick Mer- 
rill’s plane by at least one company, 
all five American newsreels com- 
panies were together on getting 
screen versions of the Coronation in 
| the hands of distributors, 

News weekly companies got their 
prints off the Normandie when it 
docked yesterday (Tues.) and many 
docked yesterday (Tues.) and most 
| houses before 6 p.m. All received 
advance information outlining just 
| what footage was being shipped, en- 
abling them to prepare script in ad- 
| vance, Consequently, they were 
ready to record with sound all com- 
mentation and print as soon as their 
films were received in N, Y. 

Five reel companies received a 
| total of 25,000 to 30,000 feet, not in- 
cluding the coverage made by Fox 
Movietone in Technicolor for a spe- 
cial short. In addition, Dufaycolor 
shipped in 3,500 feet. This made a 
total of nearly 40,000 feet of film 
that came in the Tuesday shipment 
consigned to American producers. 

Each company had 100 to 200 extra 
newsreel prints ordered. Because 
many of them were holding their 
early week release for the Corona- 
tion material, this meant that dis- 
tributors getting only the mid-week 
release on contract, had to order 
special, which accounted for the 
extra prints. 

Newsreels w¢re shipped by air ex- 
press out of N. Y. late yesterday 
(Tues.), being scheduled to arrive 
on the Coast early this morning. At 
least one big airway transport com- 
| pany assigned a special passenger 
| plane to service in order to handle 
the enormous film cargo. Newsreel 
prints used up the space normally 
occupied by passengers. 


HARRY LAUDER OGLING 
COAST AIR, PIC DEALS 


Hollywood, May 18. 

| Harry Lauder docked yesterday 
(Mon.) from Australia. William Mor- 
ris, Jr., flew out from New York to 
meet the comedian. 

| Agent has several radio and pic- 
ture deals to place before the actor. 


Friml Tunes Lasky Pic 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Jesse L. Lasky has engaged Ru- 
dolph Friml to compose the tunes 
in ‘Music for Madame,’ which’ Lasky 
| will produce for RKO-Radio release. 





























Nino Martini stars. 


John Connors for WB 


Chicago, May 18. 
Set by Jo Rubenstein for Warners, 
John Connors, radio juve, leaves for 
the Coast June 15. Contract is for 
six months, with options for five 
years. 
William Morris office agenting. 








Swing to Color Definitely On, 
UA Expects to Have 12 of Em; 
Wall St. In on New Tint Process 


+ connie 


Interests close to Atlas Corp. and 
the Lehman Bros. own a substan- 
tial equity in a privately owned nat- 
ural color process, called Cosmo, 
Thus, not only the trade, but Wall 
Street, is showing greater interest in 
color. 

Unlike certain other color proc- 
esses, Cosmo, it is claimed, can be 
photographed on ordinary black and 
white stock and with ordinary cam- 
eras fitted with special lenses can be 
projected on ordinary projection 
machines, not requiring filters, Ex- 
cept for the special lens on the 
camera, no other special equipment 
for photographing or projection is 
said to be required, This goes for 
35 mm. or 16 mm. stock. 

Color cost in films runs as high as 
50% above the ordinary b. and w. 
negative cost. But it is said that 
Cosmo reduces this cost to only a 
fractional amount greater than ordi- 
nary b. and w. in quality color, or 
around only 10% above the ordinary 
b. and w. cost. 

Cosmo disposes of a filter require- 
ment on projection by being printed 
on color stock, after being cameraed 
on ordinary b. and w. stock. Costs 
are lowered additionally because no 
time delays are incurred in the 
printing. 

Apparently the Cosmo process is 
ready for marketing, or about to be. 
Downtown interests now associated 
with Cosmo, it is learned, have been 
engaged in its development for 
around a year, although details have 
not been made public. 

David Blankenhorn is president of 
the company. He is understood to 
be on the Coast. John Gilmore is 
the name of the inventor of the 
process. 

UA Program 

Dozen or more color pictures, or 
about one-third of the 1937-'38 United 
Artists program, will be made by 
this company’s producers, with plans 
by Sam Goldwyn fog the filming in 
tints of at least four and possibly 
five features this year. Goldwyn 
reached his decision after seeing 
‘Star Is Born.’ 

For some weeks, Goldwyn has 
been trying to decide whether his 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ should be done in 
black-and-white or in hues, Estimate 
given him was that if it were in 
color the extra cost would be ap- 
proximately $600,000. He capitulated 
in Technicolor and also will do ‘The 
Real Glory’ and ‘You Can Be Beau- 
tiful’ that way, but those on his 
program which will remain in black- 
and-white, it is understood, will in- 
clude ‘Adventures of Marco Polo,’ 
‘Stella Dallas’ and ‘Dead End.’ 

Lineup among UA producers now 
looks to four or five Technicolors 
from Goldwyn; two, ‘Vogues’ and 
‘Arabian Nights’ from Walter Wan- 
ger, with possibly a third; Selznick- 
International, four, and Alexander 
Korda, one or two. ‘Nothing Sacred’ 
will be one of the high-cost color 
talkers from Selznick. 

While UA, with prospects that one- 
third of its '37-°38 program will be 
in color, will take a strong lead 
away from black-and-whites, it is 
not expected to go any further than 
this, in view of the time required 
to produce in Technicolor and the 
difficulties in getting prints out. It 
is computed within UA that the cost 
of printing in color over black-and- 
white will average around $200,000 
per picture, 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Number of majors are reported to 
have fortified themselves for the exe 
pected swing toward all-color proe 
ductions by assuring themselves of 
as much Technicolor and other color 
process equipment as may be needed, 

Metro is said to be scheduling seve 
eral chromatic films and carrying om 
price negotiations with Technicolor. 
Box-office repercussion on the use 
of color in 20th-Fox’s ‘Ramona’ is 
said to have persuaded Darryl F, 
Zanuck to lean heavily toward color 
in future productions, 
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B. O's Wilt in L. A. Heat; Dance’ 
H. 0. Stumbles, $15,000; ‘Pauper 
Rich 20146, ‘Captains’ Opens Weak 





Los Angeles, May 18. 

Town is pretty well shot so far as 
first-run biz is concerned and has 
only a couple of spots where trade is 
holding to around normal. Metro’s 
‘Captains Courageous’ made its two- 
a-day road show debut (14) at the 
Carthay Circle, opening to disappoint- 
ing biz although advance might in- 
dicate fair initial week. 

‘Prince and Pauper’ at the day- 
date Warner houses is doing okay, 
but other straight film houses are 
off. Paramount has the Olsen and 
Johnson stage unit as top draw, but 
comics are running way behind 
previous grosses. General verdict is 
that the first of the dog-days are 
here and that itll be tough until 
public gets accustomed to the sum- 
mery weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—Captains Courageous’ 
(MG). Got away to poor $1,900 on 
$5 premiere, with lack of interest at- 
tributed to a preview premiere 
staged recently at the Chinese, which 
drew all the top names. and 


took the edge off the two-a-day 
debut. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th), dual. Any- 


thing but a hit at slim $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and 
“Way Out West’ (MG), $10,400, about 
as expected, just fair. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN). 
Hefty trade on this one and $10,500 
highly profitable. Last week, 
‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) and ‘Melody 
for Two’ (WB), poor $4,300. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (10th 
week). Customers are getting fewer. 
Ninth week finished with $4,000, 
mild. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN). Best 
biz in some weeks at around even 
$10,000. Last week, "Mountain 
Justice’ (FN) and ‘Melody for Two’ 
(WB), plenty poor at $4,300. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Mama Steps Out’ (MG) and 
‘2314 Hours Leave’ (GN), dual and 
vaude. Elaine Barrie (Barrymore) 
gets credit for most of draw as 
screen fare just ordinary; at $8,000, 
however, house not making any 
money. Last week, second run pix. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2nd week), 
Only holdover dropping consider- 
ably on second stanza for so-so 
$7,500. Holds third week. First week 
brought nifty $12,000. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and 











stage show. Olsen and Johnson unit| $6 


the draw, aided by couple of pre- 
views and candid camera night, 
which is starting to grow. but will 
wind up with only $16,000 slim. Last 


week, ‘Internes (Par), decidedly 
weak $12,000. 
RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Shall We 


Dance’ (RKO) (2nd week). Second 
stanza for this one about on par with 
its daydater (Pantages) for okay 
$7,500. Initial week satisfactory 
$11,300. Goes a third. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.024: 30-40-55- 
75)—Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (20th), dual. Considerably 
below average at $10,300. Last week, 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG), okay $12,600. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—Night Must Fall’ (MG) 
and ‘Way Out West’ (MG), dual. 


Moveover from State a brodie and 
best in sight, weakish $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) and ‘Song 
of City’ (MG), fair $4,500. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Way 
Out West’ (MG) dual. Wilshire mob 
not going for this brace; only $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG), fair $7,300. 


‘STAR’ H.0. AT $8,000, 





MONTREAL STANDOUT 





Montreal, May 18. 

Soggy weather and near-freezing 
temperatures helping the b.o.’s. 
‘Star Is Born, h.o. at the Palace, is 
again packing them in. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
*Lost Horizon’ (Col). Ronald Cole- 
man is always okay here; $6,500 will 
be good. Last week's h.o., ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG), folded latter part of 
week to poor $3,500. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA) (2d week). 
enthusiastic for this one, with $8,000 
in sight, excellent. Last. week, 
$10,000, was best in months. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Call It 
a Day’ (WB) and. ‘Fair Warning’ 
(WB). Just getting by at_ $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Prince and Pauper 


Fans still} 


PICTURE GROSSES 


B. 0. Pix Bombard Mpls., but No Dice: 
| ‘Pauper Getting Poor 





(WB), even on Coronation scenes 
couldn’t do better than $6,000, fair. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Navy Blues’ 
(Rep), plus ‘Radio City  Frolics’ 
unit. Should be $10,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Internes’ (Par) and ‘Scot- 
land Yard’ (Col), with vaude, $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50) ‘Fifty 
Roads’ (20th) and ‘Charlie Chan’ 
(20th). Okay, $6,000. Last week, 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) and ‘This’ll 
Make You Whistle’ (Brit), disap- 
pointing $4,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 50) ‘Marius et Fanny’ (2nd 
wk.). Surprising reception to old 
favorite last week justified h.o., 
heading for $2,000 after a very good 
$2,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
34)—‘Josette’ and ‘Mysterieuse 
Lady. Should gross $5,000, very 
good. Last week, ‘Le Fils du 
Sheikh’ and ‘Les Jumeaux de Brigh- 
ton,’ good at $4,000. 


Day’ With Heidt 
OK 206 in Buff.; 
Dance’ Big 126 


Buffalo, May 18. 

Figures are hitting the peaks again 
at the Buffalo and the Lakes here 
this week, but the other houses are 
hitting on low gear. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55 )— 
‘Call It a Day’ (Par) and Horace 
Heidt’s band. Rainy weather hurt- 
ing somewhat, but fine program 
should get over $20,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th), stood 
up in good shape for neat $15,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th) and 
‘Husband Lies’ (Par). Around $6,500, 
so-so. Last week, ‘Outcasts of Poker 
Flat’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight Court’ 
(WB), average $6,800. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Looks 
set for excellent biz at over $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB), very nice $10,600. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘No- 
body’s Baby’ (MG) and ‘Fire Over 
England’ (UA). Indications point to 
only $5,500, poor. Last week, 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB), fell off to fair 


000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Our Moments’ (U) and ‘Girl Over- 
board’ (U). May be up to $7,000, 
air. Last week, ‘Women of Glam- 
our’ (Col) and ‘Find Witness’ (Col), 











Lewis Orch, Plus ‘Cafe,’ 
Indpls., Sock at $13,800 


Indianapolis, May 18. 

In a week when the time trials for 
the 500-mile race are drawing 20,000 
to 30,000 persons out to the motor 
speedway daily, and with such other 
obstacles as a roller-skating derby, 
night baseball and plenty of com- 
petition in the downtown film sector, 
Ted Lewis and orch plus ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ are pounding out a 
smashing gross at.the vaudfilm Lyric 
on the way to a new house record. 
Trailing behind at a comfortable 
distance is Jan Garber’s band plus 
‘Man Who Found Himself’ at the 
larger Indiana, with a gross that is 
all right without being startling. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25-40) 
—Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Faring 
mildly at $3,800. Last week, ‘Wake 
Up’ (20th), third, held up okay at 
$3,600. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par) and ‘King of 
Gamblers’ (Par). Former plugged 
heavily and is headed for fairish 
$4,800. Last week, ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO), very good $8,000, but way 
off from previous Astaire-Rogers 
pictures. 

Indiana (Devine) (3,100; 25-40)— 
‘Man Found Himself’ (RKO) and 
Jan Garber band on stage. Latter 
very popular dance favorite here, 
but not up to reviving this long- 
shuttered house sufficiently to go 
over fair $10,000. Last week, ‘Ac- 
cused’ (GB) and Count Berni Vici 
unit, first show at theatre, finished 
with poor $7,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) dudled with 
‘Song of City’ (MG). Former pic- 
ture given heavy ad campaign and 
is pointed toward $8,500, very good. 
Last week, dual of ‘Night Must Fall’ 





(MG) and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), 
tepid $5,100. 
Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 


‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and Ted 
Lewis band on stage. Latter given 
all the billing and most of the credit 
for socko pace that suggests new 
house record or close to it at $13,800. 
Last week, ‘Melody for Two’ (WB) 
and Major Bowes International unit, 
$7,100, poor. 


Bette Davis No Draw 
In Denver, N.G. $3,500; 
McQuarrie P.A. Fair 


Denver, May 18. 

‘Star Is Born’ is packing Aladdin 
and going to Broadway for third 
week. ‘Marked Woman’ was pulled at 
Seo Denver after five days of poor 

iz. 

Haven MacQuarrie, in personal, 
not pulling at Denham. ‘Forbidden 
Adventure’ is running up surprising 
figure at Rialto. ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
was taken out after five days at 
Broadway because house was leased 
for two days to Denver Press Club 
to produce ‘Front Page’ with local 








st. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘Star 





weak $6,700. 


Is Born’ (UA), following a week at 





Beach Competish, H.0.’s, Dent Philly 
B.0’s; Power-Young Nice $16,000 





Philadelphia, May 18. 
A batch of holdovers and weekend 
weakness due to beginning of exodus 
to shore resorts has biz well under 
average in the downtown pic houses 
this week. 


The h.o.’s are ‘A Star Is Born,’ still 
doing right well at the Aldine; 
‘Prince and the Pauper,’ which is 
doing only mildly at the Boyd, and 
‘Shall We Dance,’ at the Stanley, 
which isn’t up to some of the other 
Astaire-Rogers pix in b.o. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole,’ at the Fox, stands a chance of 
some smart trade on strength of fine 
notices and favorable word-of-mouth. 
Dropping of stage shows will, of 
course, react. Guy Lombardo on 
the stage will drag plenty in at the 
Earle, but once again absence of 
vaude on Sunday will cut. Film is 
‘Way Out West.’ 

Last of the roadshow pix closed 
Sunday (16), when ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous’ completed four weeks (and 
a day) at the Locust. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA) (3d week). Still hitting 
nicely and figures about $11,000 cur- 
rently. Last week’s $15,000 was 
plenty hot. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—Internes’ 
(Par) (2nd run). Fair $2,100 seen. 
Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d 
| week) (2nd run), high class $2,500. 
| Boyd (2.400; 40-55)—‘Prince and 
Pauper’ (WB). Not doing what was 
expected after all the ballyhoo of 
Coronation Eve opening and many 
tie-ups. Opened Tuesday evening 
(12) and completed week with only 











fair $16,000. Held over, however, 
for at least a part of second week. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Way Out 
West’ (MG) and vaude. Guy Lom- 
bardo’s band on stage. Band should 
pull gross to $16,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) and 
vaude. Sally Rand big magnet at 
start, but end of run showed only 
lukewarm biz; $17,500 was above 
average, but not notable. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Cafe Met- 
ropole’ (20th). First week without 
stage show, although house band is 
retained. Loud huzzahs for film and 
it should build nice $16,000, mebbe 
more. Last week, ‘Mountain Justice’ 
(WB) and stage show, sickly $12,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-30-40) — ‘23% 
Hours Leave’ (GN). Crix said 
thumbs down; biz negligible. Lucky 
to last out week: if so, poor $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) (2nd 
run), dreary $2,300. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ (20th) (2d week) (2d 
run). Very hot here and figures for 
$3.000 after last week’s fine $3,700. 

Locust (1,300; 55-86-1.14-1.71)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Closed 





Sunday (16) after four weeks and 
one day. Last eight days neat 
$8,300. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Shall We 


Dance’ (RKO). Not equal of biz of 


holdover. Fair $12,000 indicated this 
week after onener’s good $17,300. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—King 
of Gamblers’ (Par). Type film for 
house, with average $5,500 seen. 
Last week ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th) 
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some Astaire-Rogers pix. but rated | 


the Denver, Ringing up sock $5,000 
here, Last week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) 
got nice $3,500, following a week at 
the Denver, and was moved to 
Broadway for third week, 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40) — 
‘Wake Up’ (20th), following a week 
each at the Denver and Aladdin. 
Pulled after five days, but okay at 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), 


fair $2,500, following big week at 
uptown Aladdin. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,500: 25-35- 


40)—‘Husband’s Secretary’ (WB) and 
Haven MacQuarrie on stage. Combo 
drawing only fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘King of Gamblers’ (Par), poor 
$3,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50) — 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and stage 
band. Out after five days to very 
poor $3,500. Last week, ‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA), excellent $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2d 
week). Nice enough b.o. at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), 
big $9,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40) — 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th) and ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th). Good enough $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Call It A Day’ (WB) and 
‘Man’s Here Again’ (FN), $3,500, 
okay. 

Rialto (Fox) (900; 20-25) — ‘For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Ind), Not bad at 
$4,000. Last week Rialto was a third- 
run house, and next week it will 
be a third-run again. 


B. B. Bug Bites 
Pitt, B. 0.’s Sick: 
Dance, $15,000 


Pittsburgh, May 18. 
For the first time in a decade, 
Pittsburgh has the baseball pennant 
fever again and it’s being reflected 
importantly in the downtown show 
sector. Three games over week-end 
with St. Louis Cards drew 65,000 
under ordinary circumstances, a 
series of this kind wouldn’t have 
attracted half that many—and thea- 
tres have been feeling it consid- 
erably. 
Biz generally is down over recent 
weeks, with Stanley pacing field 
again, Benny Meroff and Phil Regan 
bolstering weak ‘Woman I Love’ into 
potent contender, Although ‘Shall 
We Dance’ is a cinch to give the 
Penn a profit, take is slightly dis- 
appointing and way below figures 
for previous Astaire-Rogers pix. 
Elsewhere, however, things are pret- 
ty depressing. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wake Up’ (20th). Holding up only 
moderately well in second week and 
possibility of sticking a third was 
removed. Looks like $6,000, or a bit 
less, for current stanza, against close 
to $12,000 on original session, House 
gets ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) Thursday 
(20) and then goes back to duals for 
a few weeks. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Fire Over England’ (London). Not 
a name that means anything to this 
site and lukewarm notices preclude 
chances of any help from press. First 
time all year here that a single 
picture (house has been alternating 
with twin bills) has ever dropped 
below four grand. Prospects are for 
about $3,500, pretty sluggish. Last 
week, ‘Join the Marines’ (Rep) and 
‘A Man Betrayed’ (Rep) in the dog- 
house at $2,900. 


Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 
General opinion here is that this 
one’s considerably below Astaire- 
Rogers standard and that’s being 
reflected in the take. Looks like a 
tough pull to get $15,000 against a 
usual 20 grand average for the team. 
Also first time since RKO teamed 
them that one of their pictures hasn't 
clipped off holdover time. Last week 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN), $13,800. 
not bad. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60) — 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and Benny 
Meroff’s band and Phil Regan. 
Cricks all thumbed down the flicker 
and the flesh is credited with put- 
ting over combo to a profit. Should 
have no trouble waltzing off with 
nice $18,500. Last week, ‘Mountain 
Justice’ (FN) and Guy Lombardo’s 
band, wow $23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Out- 
casts of Poker Flat’ (RKO) and 
‘Don't Tell the Wife’ (RKO). One of 
the poorest twin features house has 
had all year and gross will bear 
that out. Maybe $4,000, poor. Last 
week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) pounded 
registers for socko $8,700 on heels 
of crack $20,000 previous week at 











okay at $5,300. 


Penn, 








66, ‘Cafe’ 76 


Minneapolis, May 18, 

Lots of splurging on_ newspaper 
advertising for the roadshowing of 
‘Lost Horizon,’ as well as for ‘Cafe 
Metropole,’ ‘Shall We Dance’ and 
‘Prince and Pauper.’ But nothing 
seems capable of awakening the fans 
from lethargy that has been putting 
the kibosh on box-office for the bet. 
ter part of the past month. 

Town has been a white elephant in 
recent years for roadshow pictures 
even ‘The Great Ziegfeld’ (MG) and 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) having 
wound up to extremely disappoint- 
ing figures. Accordingly, the going 
is pretty tough for ‘Lost Horizon’ in 
the out-of-the-way and infrequently 
lighted Lyceum. Although ‘Dance’ 
played to the smallest gross of any 
of the Astaire-Rogers pictures at the 
Minnesota, takings were sufficient to 
warrant its transfer to the Century 
for a second downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
—'‘Gay Desperado’ (UA) and ‘When's 
Your Birthday’ (RKO), split with 
‘Night Key’ (U) and ‘Happened Out 
West’ (20th). Should reach satisfac- 
tory $1,200. wast week ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col) and ‘Man Found Him- 
self’ (RKO), dual, split with ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (FN) and ‘Fair Warning’ 
(20th), dual, $1,400, okay. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55 )—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), 
Moved over from Minnesota for ex- 
tension of loop first run. Heading 
for fair $5,000. Last week ‘Wake Up 
(20th) (2d week), $4,000, mild. 

Lyceum (N. W. Bank) (2,200: 55. 
83-$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), 
Raves by critics and customers and 
a tremendous exploitation and ad- 
vertising job by Jack Thoma. But 
cards are stacked against heavy tak- 
ings in town that wouldn't support 
roadshowings of ‘Great Ziegfeld’ and 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ in a much better 
spot and under more favorable gen- 
eral business and other conditions, 
Poorly located and unpopular thea- 
tre a handicap. 

Orpheum’ (Publix-Singer) (2.890; 
25-35-40)—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th), 
Nicely sold and the Power-Young- 
Menjou cast array box-office poten- 
cy. Pretty good $7,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ (FN), 
$5,500, fair. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—Prince and Pauper’ (FN), 
Heavily exploited and luring lots of 
matinee trade, with kids and women 
much in evidence. But. 55c tariff 
after 5 p.m. and picture’s limited ap- 
peal holding down night takings. En 
route to $6,500, poor. Last week 
a We Dance’ (RKO), $11,000, 
air. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25-40) 
—Way Out West’ (MG) and ‘Huse 
band Lies’ (Par), dual. Laurel- 
Hardy picture bringing ’em in; good 
$4,000. Last week ‘Great Guy’ (GN) 
and ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), dual, 
$3,500, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Deal- 
ers in Death’ (Indie) and ‘Last Jour- 
ney’ (Indie). First dual features at 
this house. Off to fast start and may 
reach good $1,200. Last week, ‘En- 
lighten Thy Daughter’ (Elliott), $800 
in eight days, poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). First nabe 
showing. Looks like good $3,000. 
Last week ‘Love Is News’ (20th), $3,- 
500. good. 

World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Smalanningar’ (Swedish). Scan- 
dinavian population responding and 
good $2,500 indicated. Last week 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) $1,200, slim. 


‘DANCE’ HAS RHYTHM 
IN PORT., BIG $8,000 


Portland, Ore., May 18. 

‘Lost Horizon’ roadshow at the 
Mayfair is getting a nice play. ‘Shall 
We Dance’ is a big winner at the 
Orpheum. Coronation sequences 1n 
‘Prince and Pauper’ forced it into a 
second week at the Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—Prince and Pauper’ (FN) and 
‘Way Out West’ (MG) (2d week ). Do- 
ing well at $5,000. First week cashed 
in on coronation element for good 
$7,300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400; 
55-$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Two- 
a-day showing is answering to big 
build-up campaign for nice results. 
Last week (30-40), ‘Love Is Young 
(U) and ‘Trouble in Morocco’ ‘Col), 
weak $1,700. 











Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergree”) 
(2,000; 30-40)—‘Shall We Dance 
(RKO) and ‘Midnite Taxi’ (20th). 


Another great winner for this house 
at $8,000. Last week, ‘Fifty Roads 
(20th) and ‘Charlie Chan’ (20th), 
above par at $6,200. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergree”) 
(3.000; 30-40)—‘Internes’ (Par) and 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col). Nothing to 


get excited about, fair $5.500. Last 
week, ‘King and Chorus Girl (WP ’ 
and ‘Man Who Found Himself 
(RKO), held 11 days, getting Dis 


$11.000. ; 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 50- 
40)—‘Garden of Allah’ (UA). Get- 
ting okay $6,000. Last week. “Mow'- 
tain Justice’ (FN), weak $4,000. 
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‘Old Soak’ Poor $10,000, Moon’ Red 
$73,000; ‘Dance, 3d Wk., 176, Holds 


Chicago, May 18. 

Weakest line-up of pictures in 
many sessions is letting the down- 
town theatres slide sadly currently, 


+ 





|‘Call It Day’ 





‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col), got neat 
$9,400 in second week. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 25-35-50) 
(WB) and ‘Let Them 





with the majority of the houses tak-| Live’ (U). Most expected is $6,800, 


ing dips that will land them — 
or dangerously near, the red portion 
of the ledger. Only here and there 
are there any shining b.o.’s, For the 
rest, it’s woeful wailing. 

Among the disappointments at the 


front gate is ‘Old Soak,’ which hasn’t 


been able to get started at the Roose- 
velt. Opened Wednesday (12) and 
will go out Saturday (22) after a 
flabby 10-day stand. Another weakie 
is ‘Turn Off the Moon,’ at the Chi- 


cago. At the Palace, ‘Shall We Dance’ 
hit the toboggan in the middle of its 


second week and isn’t smashy in its 
third session, but stays a fourth re- 
gardless. 

One click-is ‘A Star Is Born,’ go- 
ing into hold-over sessions with fine 
box-office results. Excellent publicity 
and exploitation helping, with a 
novelty ad turned out by Eddie 
Levin, of the Balaban & Katz press 
department, rating special comment 
around town. 


Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65) — 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). In here fol- 
lowing week at Chicago and okay 
with $7,000. Last week, ‘King of Gam- 
blers’ (Par), so-so $5,800. 
Off Moon’ (Par) and 


‘Turn Stage 


show. Sybil Jason headlining. Sickly | 
gross in prospect, with little matinee | 


strength and not much better eve- 
ning play. In red at $23,000, anemic. 
Last week, ‘Metropole’ (20th), neat 
$32.000. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (2nd 
week ). Roadshower got away to good 
though mixed comment. Finished 
with okay $13,000 first week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Wake Up’ (20th). In here after 
almost four weeks at the Roose- 
velt. Indicates considerable draw yet 
with $6,500. Last week, ‘Maytime’ 
(MG) finished seventh week in loop 
to oke $6,200. 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55- 
65) — ‘13th Chair’ (MG) and vaude. 
House has gone into a_ box-office 
pout for the past few weeks and 
doesn’t seem able to pull itself out. 
Currently remains in the dumps at 
$15,000, poor. Last week, ‘Mcuntain 
Justice’ (WB), only $14,000, mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75) — 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3d week). Slumped badly in mid- 
dle of second week after big initial 
session. Holding well, however, for 
third week, around $17,000 and goes 
fourth week. Pace generally better 
this week than last (2d). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Old Soak’ (MG). Opened Wed. 
(12) and couldn’t get going. It’s go- 
ing to be a short stay after taking 
less than poor $10,000 in first week. 
Will be replaced by ‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA). Last week, ‘Wake Up’ 
(20th) after something less 


seven days. 


State-Lake (Jones) 


(2,700; 
35-45-55 ) 


— ‘Night Key’ (U) 


mains 


in, | 








than | 
four weeks, got good °$8,800 in final | 


20-25- | 
and | 
vaude. Steadiest grosser in loop re- | 


so-so. Last week, ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB), dandy $9,400. 

RKO Albee = (2,300: 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2nd week). 
Off to good start, but takings not 
sensational; around $7,000, oke. Last 
week, Astaire-Rogers combo, got 
swell $10,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col) and ‘Navy 
Blues’ (Rep). House figures on $7,000, 
oke. Last week, theatre was dark. 


‘PAUPER, ‘STAR’ 





NECK 'N’ NECK 


IN DULL KC. 


Kansas City, May 18. 
They’re buying all over town this 





| week, but not in big enough quanti- 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | 


ties to give most of the houses better 
than fair biz. Kansas-Missouri 
Dental Convention is aiding the 
grosses somewhat. 

Two pics are running neck and 
neck; ‘Prince and Pauper’ at Main- 
street, and ‘Star Is Born’ at Midland. 
Former has slight edge. ‘Shall We 
Dance,’ after nice week at Main- 
street, moved to Newman, where it’s 
only fair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Lobby 
act, Mogul, mind-reader, adding 
punch to the b.o. Week looks like 
nice $12,000. Last week, ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO), didn’t come up to 
expectations, but nice at $12,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Nobody’s 
Baby’ (MG), $11,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Promise 
to Pay’ (Col), good $14,000. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB) and ‘Murder Goes 
College’ (Par), poor $3,000. 


Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) and vaude. Mild 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Midnight Taxi’ 


(20th) and Bowes All-Girl unit on 
stage, poor $7,500. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Fifty Roads’ (20th) (2d run), So-so 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Chan at Olym- 
pics’ (20th) and ‘David Harum’ 
(20th) (reissue), pulled after five 
days, poor $2,000. 


‘THUNDER’ OVER B’KLYN 


Robinson’s Brit. Pic, Plus His P.A., 
Good $17,000 
Brooklyn, May 18. 
‘Thunder in the City,’ the Edward 








on even keel and again| G. Robinson picture at Fabian’s Fox, 
reaches safe harbor with $13,000. Last| is heading for good results at the 
week, ‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col ).| b.o. Personal appearance on Friday 
neat $13,800. night by Robinson produced a 


_United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 


every angle. Will ring the gong once 
more to $16,000 for its hold-over 


session. Got swell $21,800 in initial 
week, 





Plenty Opposish in Prov.; 
Romeo’ Dual Oke 106 


Providence, May 18. 
Considering the weather, the pix 
and Opposish, theatres downtown are 
doing fairly good. All week stands 
along the main stem will have the 
annual Shriners’ circus as a hurdle 
a8 well as Tom Mix’s outfit, which 
makes a one-day visit, and the bang- 
tails at Narragansett Park. 
Romeo and Juliet,’ dualled 





at 


0ew's at pop prices, looks like the | 


town’s leader with $10,000. One hold- 
a: ‘Shall We Dance’ at Albee, and 
© going is good there, too. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘California 


traight Ahead’ (GN) and _ vaude. 
‘Gn 6.008 at most. Last week, 
eat Os : < mal a4 x i 
S00, spital Mystery’ (20th), oke 
; Loew's State (3,200; 25-35-50 )— 


Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and ‘13th 


(2nd week). Real coin-maker from | ily Affair,’ 





jammed house. Loew's Metropolitan, 
with ‘Night Must Fall’ and ‘A Fam- 
is also in the chips, 

Ringling circus closed Saturday 
night (15) and gave downtown de 
luxers and nabes a tough tussle. Out- 
door attraction, first week under can- 
vas, reported socko biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) ‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th) and ‘That I May 
Live’ (20th), dual. Should get pleas- 


ant $15,500. Last week, ‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) and ‘Outcasts of Poker 
Flat’ (RKO), $16,000, fine. ‘Star Is 
Born’ and ‘Way Out West’ arrive 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Fox (4.000: 25-35-55) — ‘Thunder 
in City’ (GB) and ‘In the Army 


| Now’ (GB). Robinson clicking here. 


Made personal appearance which 


| helped; about $17,000, dandy. ‘Prom- 


ise to Pay’ (Col) and ‘Navy Blues’ 
(Rep), $16,000, good. 

Met (2.400: 25-35-55)—‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG) and ‘Family Affair’ (MG). 
Dualers will draw $16,000, good. Last 


week. ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Love 
|Is Young’ (U), $14,000 so-so. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55) — ‘In- 


| ternes’ (Par) and ‘Call It Day’ (WB) 
|} opens 
| ‘Swing 


(Wed.). Last week, 
(Par) and ‘Racketeers 
(2nd week), $17,000, 


today 
High’ 


in. Exile’ (Co!) 


fine. First week was $20,000. 
Strand (2.000: 25-35-55) — ‘Bill 
|Cracks Down’ (Rep) and ‘Venus 


| Makes Trouble’ (Col). Poorish $5,000 


hair’ (MG). Long show precludes | in view. Last week, ‘Romance and 


18 week; $10,000 okay, 


however. | Riches’ (GN) and ‘Borderland’ (Par), 


ast week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ! $7,500, good. 





25-35-50) — | 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 21 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Capitol—‘They Gave Him a 
Gun’ (MG) (2d wk). 

Central—‘Charlie Chan at the 
Olympics’ (20th) (22). 

Criterion—‘Make Way for To- 
morrow’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Globe — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(12th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Turn 
Moon’ (Par) (19). 

Rialto—Nobody’s Baby’ (MG) 
(19). 

Rivoli—‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA) 
(19). 

Roxy—‘As Good as Married’ 
(U). 

Strand—‘Prince and the Pau- 
per’ (WB) (3d wk). 

Week of May 28 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (3d wk). 

Capitol—‘Pick a Star’ 
(27). 

Central—‘Gir) 
Yard’ (Par) (29). 

Globe — ‘Lost Horizon’ (C 
(13th wk). 

Music Hall—‘This Is My Af- 
fair’ (20th) (27). 


(Col ) 


off the 


(MG) 
from Scotland 


ol) 


Paramount —‘Turn Off the 
Moon’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘What Price Ven- 


geance’ (Indie) (26). 

Rivoli—‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Wings Over Honolulu’ 
(U). 

Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ 
(26). 


(WB) 











NO CINCY BLUES; 


‘WAKE UP’ 
BIG 166 


Cincinnati, May 18. 


Biz by and large for ace cinemas is | 
above average for this time of year. | 


‘Wake Up and Live,’ Shubert’s first 
pop pic, is pacing the burg currently 
at $16,000. ‘Cafe Metropole’ is next 
best with $14,500 for the Albee. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘Cafe 
Metropole’ (20th). Okay $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Internes’ (Par), $10,000, 
mild. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Call It Day’ (WB). Good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) 
(2d run), $4,500, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Avenging Angels’ (RKO) and ‘Wom- 
an Alone’ (GB), split. Fair $2,100. 
Last week, ‘We’re in Army’ (GB) 
and ‘Man Found Himself’ (RKO), 
split, $2,500, dandy. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘No 
Man of Own’ (Par) (revival). Tame, 





No B.O., No Nothin’ in Detroit 








| keeping it 


x 








Spring Puts Bway B. 0.’s on 


ik 


Dance, 1006, Holds, ‘Courageous’ 
15G, 5 Days, ‘Gun’ Misses Fire, 206 


Spring is in the air and there's 


| {rouble getting people into theatres. 
| Only 


the Music Hall, with its new 
Astaire-Rogers picture, and the As- 
tor, with the $2 twice-daily ‘Captains 
Courageous,’ are having much suc- 
cess of it. With the off-season release 
to a lower level than 
been insured had RKO 


would have 


| been able to get the picture into the 
|cans earlier, 


‘Shall We Dance’ may 
not get up to $100,000, but at that fig- 
ure or close it will be very good. 
The musical goes a second week, 
but chances for a third, which would 
take it into June, are not bright. 
Prior Astaire-Rogers pictures that 
have gone three weeks, but none of 
them in off-season, were ‘Follow the 


| Fleet,’ ‘Top Hat’ and ‘Swing Time.’ 


| None have ever gone four, nor is it 


| likely any 
| will 


of their's, 
much 


or others, 
patronage Is 


ever 


Too gone 


| through on any three big weeks at 


| strong $82,000. 


the Music Hall to make a fourth prac- 
tical. Otherwise, that might have 
been attempted with ‘Star Is Born,’ 
after its third week, last, garnered a 
Rental to UA on the 
three weeks hit $80,000 alone. 


‘Captains Courageous’ opened on 


| an invitation premiere Tuesday night 


1 (11), 
| and 
| (12). 





followed by additional press 
invitation tickets Wednesday 

Picture is not capacity on its 
first five days at $15,000, but at this 
figure is doing very well. The no- 
tices were all excellent, but this pic- 
ture, the same as others, is expected 
to suffer from the seasonal dip. 

Outside of ‘Courageous’ and ‘Shall 
We Wance,’ new pictures as well as 
holdovers are generally weak. The 
best is a probable $25,000 this week 
(2d) for ‘Prince and Pauper,’ and 
$30,000 for Loew's State (2d run), 
latter largely on strength of Paul 
Whiteman. He’s getting $8,500 on 
the week for his band. 

‘They Gave Him a Gun’ looks only 
about $20,000 at the Capitol, not 
good, while “Talk of the Devil’ is 
bringing the Roxy nothing at all. 
The Gaumont-British import will be 
very sour at $22,000, lowest Roxy 
has dipped in so long they hate to 
look at the books. Operators now 


$2,500. Last week, ‘Old Soak’ 
(2d run), $2,800, fair, 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Mountain Justice’ (WB). Slow $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), 
$6,000, swell. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Park 
Avenue Lodger’ (RKO), Meek $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Husband Lies’ (Par), 
yanked after fifth day, $2,000, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42 )—‘Shall 
We Dance’ (RKO) (2d week). Fair 
$7,500. Pulled whiz bang $17,000 on 
first seven days for theatre’s best 
take in weeks. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 

‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Opened 
Wednesday (12). Initial pie for this 
house at pop prices and off to bang- 
up start for $16,000. Followed ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) on road show scale, 
55-83-$1.10-$1.50, which did feeble 
$8,000 in 12 days. 


(MG) 


35-42 )— 


—_—_—_ 


300,000 Union Men Apparently Sympathize 
with Hollywood Strikers; Biz Brutal 





Detroit, May 18. 
Threatened picketing of major 
houses by United Auto Workers 
union, slated to start last Thursday 
(13), failed to materialize but looks 


like union’s 300,000 members are do- 
ing a little boycotting. Anyway, 

Product far from surefire, too, 
what little coin there’s 
divided pretty evenly between ‘Turn 
Off the Moon,’ plus ‘St. Moritz Ice 


so 


Follies’ unit, at the Michigan, and 
‘When Love Is Young,’ abetted by 
Cab Calloway orch, at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (2d week) 


plus ‘Jeeves’ (20th), dual. Former 
opus moved here after session at 
Fox: combo should get $5,000, so-so. 





around is } 
| 30-40-65 )— 


| 30-40-65) 


Last week, ‘Off to Races’ (20th) and | 


‘Wake Up’ (20th) (2d week), $5,200, 
average. 

Cass (1,400; top 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (4th week). Hold- 
ing up okay. Last week, third, good 
$11,500. Figures to stay fifth session 
before making way for roadshowing 
of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 

Downtown (Krim) (2.800; 25-40)— 
‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN) and ‘Girl 


(Indie) $1.65 top) 


| 40) 


town’s playing funeral dirge on b.o.’s. | — 


Loves Boy’ (GN), dual. Fair $3,500. 


Last week, ‘Murder in Red Barn’ 
(MG) and ‘Juggernaut’ (GN), $4,000, 
okay. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000: 30-40-65)— 


‘Love Is Young’ (U) and Cab Callo- 
way band on stage. Not startling at 
$20,000, but oke in view. of things. 
week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) 
Sybil Jason, Everett Marshall 
topping vaude, good $21,000. 
Madison (‘United Detroit) (2,000; 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Moved here from Michigan, 
Astaire-Rogers flicker will hit about 
$6,000, pretty fair for this spot. Last 
week, ‘Call It Day’ (WB), $4,000, 
poor. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
‘Turn Off Moon’ 
and ‘St. Moritz Ice Follies’ on stage. 
Oke $20,000 in dull town. Last week, 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) plus stage 
show, $20,000, oke but disappointing. 
State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ (RKO) 
‘Midnight Court’ CWB), dual. 


$6,806. Last stanza, ‘Great 


plus 
Poor 


| O'Malley’ (WB) and ‘China Passage’ 


| 


RKO), poor $6,500. 
United Artists ‘(United 
(2.000: 30-40-65)—‘They Gave Him 
Gun’ (MG). N.s.g. $7,500. Last week, 
Prince and Pauper’ (FN), $8,000, just 
fair. 


Detroit) 








(4.000; | 
(Par) | o 


sorry they didn’t try ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ for a fourth week, even if 
20th-Fox wanted to make 'em pay 
through the nose for the holdover 
‘Mountain Justice’ finished its week 
at the Rialto last night (Tues.) at 
$7,000, just fair, and this morning 
(Wed.) is being replaced by ‘No- 
body’ Baby.” The Central, which 
became a first-run, single-feature 
house after the Globe went two-a- 


day, is doing all right with ‘23% 
Hours Leave.’ Picture may get av- 


erage $9,000. 

Mild holdovers are ‘Internes,’ $23,- 
000, at the Paramount (2d week); 
‘Make Way for Tomorrow,’ at the 
Criterion, around $9,000 for the cur- 
rent (2d) stanza, and ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole,’ under $13,000, at the Rivoli in 


third and final week. In spite of its 
low gross ‘Tomorrow is being 
pushed into a third week at the Cri- 
| terion Par changes today (Wed.), 


Moon’ and 
while Riv- 


‘Turn Off the 
Hutton band, 


bringing in 
the Ina Ray 


oli opens ‘Dreaming Lips’ and the 
Walt Disney Academy Award Re- 
vue (45-minute cartoon) at same 


time. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (st 
week). First five days $15,000, very 
good, but not capacity. Time of year 
probably keeping it from the stand- 
ees ‘Good Earth’ got last winter on 
starting its 13% weeks’ run, A fine 
press was accorded ‘Courageous.’ 


Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘They Gave Him a Gun’ (MG). A 
disappointer; only around $20,000, 


mild, but is being forced a second 

week. Last week, ‘Call It a Day’ 

(MG), got only $11,000, brutal 
Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75 )— 


‘23% Hours Leave’ (GN). Doing 
fairly well, $9,000, which is the 
average here. Last week, ‘That I 


May Live’ (20th), $8,000, fair. 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Make 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) (2d 
week). Slipped under $10,000 last 


week (lst), poor, but comparatively 
better this week (2d) at likely $9,000, 
though these grosses are far from 
good and do not justify holding the 
picture a third week, which is being 
done. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (12th-final 
week). Sluffing off sharply, under 
$8,000 last week (11th) and out next 
Wednesday (26), Run was obviously 
forced. Future of house uncertain, 
with Harry Brandt either returning 
it to a grind policy or Par taking it 
for roadshows. 

Palace (1,700; 25-45-55)—'Marked 
Woman’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘You 
Can't Buy Luck’ (RKO) (ist run), 
dualed. Business may reach $7,500, 
or over, fair. Last week, ‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘That 
Man’s Here Again’ (WB) (lst run), 
doubled, on eight days, $9,800, good. 

Paramount (4,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Internes’ (Par) and the Xavier 
Cugat-Dixieland Jazz bands com- 
bined (2d week). Weakest show for 
this house in long time, but still 
okay on the profits. Hit $32,500 last 
week (Ist) and on second ending lost 
night (Tuesday) was $23,000. “Trrn 
Off the Moon’ (Par) and the Ina 
Ray Hutton orchestra move in today 
(Wednesday ) 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Shall We  Darce’ 
(RKO) and stage show. Grossing 
chances reduced by arriving here 
so late, but may get to $100,000, very 
good, and holds over. Last week, 
third for ‘Star Is Born’ (UA), $82.- 
000, excellent. The three weeks’ total 
was $284,000 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB). At $7,000 on week, 
ending last night (Tuesday) just get- 
ting by. In ahead for nine days the 
Laurel-Hardy comedy, ‘Way Out 
West.’ snapped up nice $11,000. ‘No- 
body's Baby’ (MG) bows this morn- 


4()- 


ing (Tuesday). 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 > — 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (3d weet). 
weakening considerably in final (%d) 
week under $13,000 Second : 
around $20,000 Dreaming Los 
(UA) and the Walt D y cart on 
compilation running mm mil 5 
opens todav (Wednesday). 

Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Talk of 
the Devil’ (GB) and stage show. No 

| dice, only around $22,000, worst in 
| long time Last week, third for 
‘Wake Up’ (20th), $35,500. very 

0d ‘A Good as Married’ ‘(U) 
opens Friday (21) 

Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—“‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB) (2d week). Off 
with the rest of the town. but still 
good at $25.000 this week (2d). First 
seven davs churned to handsome 
$38.000. Goes a third wee! 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) (2d run) and Paul 


Whiteman’ orchestra Wh 
getting $8.500 on week, dr 
cellent $20,000 
Last *k, ‘Wa ki Weddine’® (? =) 
(2d run) and N. T. G. Revue, $24,000, 
okay. 
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Of 95,379 Cinemas 


in the World, 


Only 55,563 Are Wired for Sound, 
But U. S., Canada, 100% Talker 





vv 


Of the total of 95,379 film theatres 
throughout the 55,563 are 
wired for sound. Of the balance of | 


39,816, 37,669 are located in Europe, 
with 32,705 in Russia. The United 
States has 16,258 houses, all of which 
have sound. Canada’s 1,033 are like- 
wise all wired. Figures are issued 
by the Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. 

According to the Bureau figures, 
other nations which have all the- 
atres wired for sound are England, 
with 4,950 houses; Sweden, with 1,- 
641; Denmark, with 352; Roumania, 
with 350; Norway, with 240, and the 
Irish Free State, with 190. Italy has 
only 2,800 sound-equipped houses out 
of a total of 4,800, while Spain has a 
mere 1,600 wired theatres out of 3,500 
theatres. In the rest of Europe the 
percentage is well on the side of 
sound, only 1,024 out of a total of 
15,853 being silent. In other parts of 
the world the majority of houses is 
also preponderantly wired. 

Complete figures from the survey 
are as follows: 


world, 


Wired Total 

cinemas, cinemas. 
WOUFOPS oc ccvccecacccess Seraet 66,876 
po rey 16,258 16,258 
Latin America. ....ccees 4,068 5,292 
Ae ee 4,387 5,244 
CE 6 i ube ce vstectees 1,033 1,033 
Africa and Near East.. 610 676 


Breakdown of the above figures 
reveals the following: 





PROM ccc ccccnvencccce - Sram 34.290 
Germany . 5,273 
England . 4,950 
BEEN “c:3n6h4 665 b46004006: ae 4.800 
EES Se uddneeesscsdsve. Ol 4,100 
EID hi cctacadisxesectsee 3,500 
Czechoslovakia .......+¢ 1,343 1,833 
MVOEIE £6660 ess 00etcces 1,#41 1,641 
PPPMEMEOL. Cbsacvectiveocon 740 OO 
AUGAIR, cescsevcesoricse 692 765 
OT Sesaadees «sues e 657 693 
ee iy eae pee 385 410 
BPOUNOEE, ~ Scccwescecece e 352 352 
PEE. cans cccsccece 350 300) 
Switzerland ......cccese 328 334 
Yugoslavia ......seccee 263 318 
Netherlands .......ceee 297 305 
PUGET ob600eccecesoces 240 240 
DOMME sévedescosivccce 210 220 
a ea er er ‘ 180 210 
Irish Free State....... e 190 1”) 
GrOOOO sciccccrcvcccccse 140 153 
TOURS .dcceseccccsvece ° 93 121 
NEEL 4656466004000 4006 98 98 
NE kee c cascedaueed &9 94 
BMUMIG 66 ckcekeetesce 44 64 
BROAD cccvnccesccvecee 5S 58 
MTORR. 2 ccecsscsrtsccae 14 14 
AIBCRUIME cccccccccects 1,000 1,425 
BORE 66660060 000046086 1,170 1,370 
PORIOS 66s Tews cecrccese 402 R35 
SA. (cenetdeneeséeesas ° a0 300 
Colombia cecccccccccse e 150 210 
DORR 0th06h000600000csee 180 210 
CUIBG cccccseceeccevess e 159 180 
UFUSUAN <cescccsccoces e 24 128 
VORCRRRIA cecccccccces ° 1i1 111 
PUTCO WieOsccccccccsce 100 100 
PARGMA seccessecscecss e 47 47 
Se eee a6 37 
MOURGRE 2s divssisicias 34 34 
GUMteMAIa ceccccccscdes 25 31 
Balvador cccrccocccccece 27 29 
FIONGUTRR cccccicccccce 29 29 
PEMOEEIED - 0 cc bd bccetere 25 2h 
British Guiana.......... 23 23 
Dominican Republic.... 23 23 
a are eee 19 19 
OME 6b wanes csve deed 19 19 
French West Indies.... WW a Bs) 
pe rrr ° 15 15 
PEED, ge sicesevrssee 8 g 
ME awes uch sescescded 6 . 
(|. ree 6 6 
Dutch West Indies..... 6 6 
po rere Tire 5 5 
SE coe es 4w 060% ‘ 3 3 
British Honduras....... 1 1 
DOU ALFICH..22sccecsee 20 200 
PIMSTIA cescecccicccsece 150 186 
MEIOS cecccdccccccesse ° 102 102 
TAN occccccccccccccsece 25 moO 
Palestine ...scccseeee e 29 29 
Tunisia cecsscccsscccece 24 27 
BOTT cccccccvaceseseoes 24 24 
West Africa........ss00 7 12 
MABE ATPIOR. cocccccsice 11 11 
BE De eecntadesisaeess e 6 q 
Madagascar .....seeee8 e 2 
SOPOR cctocdccecedtaecese 1,227 1,616 
Australia ...ccccccccece 1,420 1,420 
BOE ciccdessescctsessee 600 670 
New Zealand..........¢ 410 410 
CHIMR ec cccccvccceccods e 183 300 
Philippine Islands...... 148 211 
Netherland India....... 172 198 
ET cc cct atte Choe caer © 22 12% 
British Malavy........6 6 122 
French Indo China...... Mo 10 
SE 200000 000 seeeece 29 45 
CON wesetisovesstedes 14 18 
Fiji Islands and Society 
AT Te 3 11 





‘Maytime,’ 514G, ‘Cafe,’ 
$3,000, Top Lincoln 


Lincoln, May 18. 

Two pictures are nicely out front 
for top honors here this week, ‘May- 
time’ and ‘Cafe Metropole.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Public Enemy’s Wife’ (WB) plus ‘It 
Happened Out West’ (Fox), split with 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (Fox) plus ‘Look- 
ing for Trouble’ (UA). Average at 
$800. Last week, ‘Espionage’ (MG) 
plus ‘Mighty’ (U), split with “Laugh- 
ing at Trouble’ (20th) plus ‘Old 
Coral’ (Rep), $900, fair. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). Should do 
very good $3,000. Last week, ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG), oke at $2,800. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; *10-15-20- 
25)—That 1 May Live’ (20th) and 


stage show, 
Gambols.’ All right at $2,100. 
week, ‘Ecstasy,’ split with ‘Nobody’s 
Baby’ (MG) plus ‘Man Who Could 
Work Miracles’ (UA), fair $1,700. 


Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40 -— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Should come in 
with $5,500, very big. Last week, 


‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG), good $3,500. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25-55) — ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB). 
Not so good at $1,000. Last week, 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col), fair $1,200. 


Balto Picks Up; 
‘Star’ Shiny 176, 
‘Pauper’ Rich 116 


Baltimore, May 18._ 
Bit of a spurt in local biz this 
week. Nice lineup of product help- 
ing some, and influx of visitors in 
town for weekend running of Preak- 
ness another boon. 
Loew’s Century leading the pack 
with ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) with a very 
merry $17,000, while the Stanley is 
taking good advantage of its ample 
capacity to turn a rosy $11,000 for 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Town’s 
only holdover, ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
— maintaining good pace at 

ew. 








Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA). 
Setting pace for town with hey-hey 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Old Soak’ (MG), 
along with final week of flesh in 
person of Horace Heidt band, $15,800, 
fair. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—"Thunder in City’ 
(Col) plus vaude featuring Tito 
Guizar. Mild $12,000. Last week, 
second session of ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) and Happy Felton and band, 
$11,900, fair. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55 )—‘Love Is Young’ (U) 
opened supper show Monday (17). 
Last week, only five days of ‘Fire 
Over England’ (UA), poor $4,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (2d 
week). Holding up excellent pace 
to $5,900, which is profit for this 
house. Last week okay $7,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). 
Finding large capacity a decided 
asset to accommodate steady patron- 
age and clicking with rosy $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Internes’ (Par), n.g. 


,600. 





Dixon to GN 


Harlan Dixon, who has completed 
the staging of the new floor show 
for Ben Marden’s Riviera in Jersey, 
opening May 27, has been signed 
as dance director by Grand National. 

Left for Hollywood yesterday 
(Tues.) to take up his duties on 
musicals at that studio, 


‘Greenwich Village | 








L’VILLE BIZ OK DESPITE 
RACING; ‘STAR’ $8,500 


Louisville, May 18. 

Trade is topping average all along 
the line, abetted by a spell of cool 
weather. Nags still chasing each 
other around Churchill Downs and 
due to wind up spring meet Satur- 
day (22). Dog races across river in 
Jeffersonville, Ind., not potent op- 
posish, due to cool evenings, 

At Loew’s State, ‘Star Is Born’ 





Last | drawing $8,500 or better, with Rialto 


pulling up second with $6,500, and 

maybe more, with dualers ‘Cafe 

Metropole’ and ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave. -Loew’s) 
(1,500: 15-25-40) — ‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO). Moved over from Rialto and 
looks to take good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Glamour’ 
(Col), dual, shifted from Loew’s 
State for added week, fair $2,600. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘When’s 
Your Birthday’ (RKO), dual. Above 
average at $2,500. Last week, ‘On 
Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Maid of Salem’ 
(Par), dual, okay $2,400. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40) — 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family Af- 
fair’ (MG), dual. Technicolor pic had 
benefit of national ads and 24-sheets 
weeks in advance; pointing to fine 
$8,500 or more. Last week, ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (MG) and ‘Let’s Get Mar- 
ried’ (Col), dual, at regular tariff, 
returned big $8,400. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40) — ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(WB). Holdover stanza has indica- 
tions of taking nice $3,500, after fine 
first week gross of $4,500, ; 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — ‘Princess 
Comes Across’ (Par) and ‘Big Broad- 
cast of 1936’ (Par), dual, split with 
‘Poor Little Rich Girl’ (20th) and 
‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO), dual. Fair 
$1,400. Last week, ‘For the Asking’ 
(Par) and ‘Ceiling Zero’ (WB), dual, 
split with ‘Bullets or Ballots’ (WB) 
and ‘Brides Are Like That’ (FN), 
dual, around average $1,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
25-40) — ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and 
‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), dual. Tyrone 
Power-Loretta Young combo pulling 
younger set. Should do okay $6,500. 
Last week. ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO), 
in eight days, pulled grand $10,500 
and mover over to Brown. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
25-40) — ‘No Man of Own’ (Par) 
and ‘Night Key’ (U), dual. Boris 
Karloff pic rated nods from cricks, 
while revival of Gable-Lombard 
opus of 1932 pulling good portion 
of biz. May do $4,800, or better, fine. 
Last week, ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
and ‘Man Who Found Himself’ 
(RKO), dual, grabbed hefty $5,000. 


FAY BAINTER COASTING 
FOR MG ‘TRIESTE’ JOB 


Fay Bainter, now vacationing in 
New York, will return to the Coast 
around the end of the month for a 
featured role in Metro’s ‘The Girl 
From Trieste.’ 

Dorothy Arzner directs. 











Dunn Talks Air Deal 


Hollywood, May 18. 

James Dunn has left for New York 
on a combo business and pleasure 
trip. 

Actor will talk new picture and 
radio deals in the east and will stop 
in Indianapolis on his return to take 
in the automobile race. _- 





Power-Young, $22,000, ‘Pauper, 20 G, 
Both Aided by Wash. Stage Shows 





Washington, May 18. 

Things are looking up this week 
and if there are no socks, the money 
at least is rolling in somewhat in 
proportion to expectations. Three 
repeats are keeping total take down, 
with opening of river boats and out- 
door parks also hurting. 

Capitol has slight lead with ‘Cafe 
Metropole,’ though ‘Prince and 
Pauper’ and Hal Kemp ork, in for 
only six days at Earle, may push to 
top honors. ‘Shall We Dance’ again 
is disappointment in holdover week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 

‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and vaude. 


Combo program drawing toward 
good $22,000. Last week, ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) and _ vaude, 


couldn't better light $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d run). 
Repeat after big week at Capitol 
should see oke $4,500. Last weck, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d run), 
big $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2.244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and 





vaude. Bally on coronation sequence | 
plus Hal Kemp band behind foot- | good $3,900. 





lights should see big $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) and 
Shep Fields orch. slipped to weak 
$15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Holding up with about $10,500, but 
still well under all other Astaire- 
Rogers pix. Last week same pic 
slipped under estimate to disappoint- 
ing though ordinarily big $15,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—Silent 
Barriers’ (GB). Looks like fair $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Man’s Here Again’ 
(WB) slid to a season’s new low at 
$3,000, poor. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (2d week). Head- 
ing for oke $9,000. Last week same 
pic took big $17,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—Be Mine Tonight’ (U) and ‘It’s a 
Gift’ (Par) (revivals). Okay $2,600. 
Last week, ‘Now and Forever’ (Par) 
and ‘Every Night at Eight’ (Par) 
(revivals), fair $2,400. 

KRelasco (Indie) (1,100; 25-35-55)— 
‘Gods at Play’ (Cummings). French 
farce should see good $3,500. Last 
week ‘Girls Club’ (Cummings), took 





———=2 


Astaire-Rogers No Panic in Frisco, 


Bat $22,000 Good; Other B.0.s NC. 





\ 


Nice People 





Hollywood, May 18, 

Hollywood writer set a hefty 
price on a story and handed the 
opus to an agent saying that if 
the peddler got the asking price 
he could keer 25%.  Percenter 
demanded and got double, 
whereupon the scribbler hedged 
on the pay-off threatening ree 


course to the screen playe 
wrights. 
Writer consulted a lawyer 


who charged $50 for telling him 
the agent could collect. Peace 
was then declared, with the 
writer paying off in full. 











Star’ Big $34,000, 
2 Hub Spots, but 
‘Horizon’ N.G. 56 


Boston, May 18. 

‘Star Is Born,” dualled with ‘Family 
Affair,’ is big stuff at day and date 
Orph and State. ‘Shall We Dance’ 
holds over at Memorial for second 
stanza at good pace. 

George Kraska brings in American 
premiere of ‘Annie Laurie,’ all- 
Scottish pic starring Will Fyffe, at 
the Fine Arts Wednesday (19). 
‘Captains Courageous’ opened road- 


show stand at Colonial at $1.65 top 
Monday (17), ‘Lost Horizon’ finished 
five-week roadshow at Shubert 
Saturday (15). 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3.000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Men 
Not Gods’ (UA), dual. Pale combo 
marking up so-so $7,500. Last week, 
‘Good as Married’ (U) and ‘Two Wise 
Maids’ (Rep), dual, poor $6,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB), dual. Tepid at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) (2nd 
run) and ‘Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th) (Ist run), dual, okay $7,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk). Tapping out hot $19,000 
after big $34,000 in first nine days. 
Will either remain here one more 
week, or move across to the Boston 
for continued run. . 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Turn. Off Moon’ (Par) and 
stage show. Not getting anywhere, 
only $15,000. poor. Last week, 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), just fair 
$20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG), dual. Biggest in weeks, 
$18,000 or better. Last week, good 
$15,000 for ‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) 
and ‘Old Soak’ (MG), dual. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
55)—‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Once a 
Doctor’ (WB), dual. Sagging in the 
middle, poor $7,000 will be tops. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) (2nd run) 
and ‘Time Out Romance’ (20th), (1st 
run), very good $10,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Wake Up’ (20th) (3rd run) and 
‘Men in Exile’ (WB) (1st run), dual. 
Very strong; en route to $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Internes’ (Par) (2nd run) and 
‘Scotland Yard’ (Par) (1st run), dual, 
dandy $8,000. 

Shubert (Col) (1.590: 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Finished 
five-week roadshow over week-end 
with pale $5,000. Skidded badly to- 
ward end. 

State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG), dual. Sailing into very 
big $16,000. Last week. good $13,500 
for ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG), dual. 


Plenty Seattle H.0.’s, but 
Little B.0.; ‘Star,’ 2d, 96 


Seattle, May 18. 

‘Star Is Born’ and ‘Shall We Dance’ 
are in holdover weeks, while ‘Prince 
and Pauper’ showed enough at Fifth 
Avenue to move over to Music Box 
for second week. Blue Mouse is 
dropping ‘Murder Goes to Town’ and 
going fourth week for ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ solo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (4th week). Singleton after 
three weeks of dual. indicate fair 
$2,800. Last week, third for same 
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San Francisco, May 18, 

Although biz for ‘Shall We Dance’ 
at the Golden Gate is off for a Fred 
Astaire-Ginger Rogers pic, the Gate 
will lead the rest of the town by a 
wide margin. Hotel strike is eyij- 
dently hurting, but word-of-mouth 
comments have been good and pic 
give signs of building. 

Bit.-for. Ghost Porizon’ has been 
way off since hotel strike and road- 
show goes out after current (12th) 
week, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55) 
Metropole’ (20th) and 
Justice’ (2d week). Biz has been 
brutal downtown ever since the 
first-runs upped admish 15c. at night. 
The nabes are still charging 30c. and 
35c. This combo doesn’t look geared 
for much over $10,000 currently, 
Last week, first, below expectations 
at $16,500. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1.00- 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (12th 
week). Biz has been sad since the 
hotel strike, and this is pic's final 
week. Last week, 11th, $4,500, poor. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-55) 


-“Cafe 
‘Mountain 


—Shall We Dance’ and vaude. Con- 
sidering the general slowing-up in 
biz, $22,000 will be good. Biz did 
not start off at the customary 


Astaire-Rogers clip, but trade seems 
to be building. Last week, ‘You 
Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO) and Olsen 
and Johnson, $20,000, fair. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 40-55)— 
‘Good as Married’ (U) and ‘2315 
Hours Leave’ (GN). Look pretty 
sad at $5,000. Last week, ‘Oh, 
Doctor’ (U) and ‘Let Them Live’ 
(U) hit new low at $4,500, poor. 

Paramount (R-WC) (2,740; 35-55) 
—Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ (MG). Looks no more 
than $12,000. Fair. Last week, 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG) (3d week), 
$7,500, which wasn’t enough to war- 
rant the moveover from the Fox. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 35-55) 
—‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG) and 
‘Girl Loves Boy’ (GN). Shortage of 
ace pictures responsible for revival 
of Gable-Powell-Loy starrer of sev- 
eral years ago. Looks like another 
wobbly week at $5,000. Last week 
went into the red with ‘Call It Day’ 
(WB) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
doing less than $4,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 35- 
55)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (3d week). 
Picture has kept up a fast gait ever 
since it opened. Public nuts about 
technicolor, star and story. Looks 
headed for swell $8,500. Last week, 
second, big $10,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th) (2d week). Lack 
of ace box-office fodder a reason for 
holding this combo after a fair initial 
stanza. Will be lucky to chalk up 
$7.500. poor. Last week, first, so-so 
$13,000. 





film, and ‘Murder Goes to Town’ 
(Par), dual, good $3,600. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) 
and ‘Under Cover of Night’ (MG), 
dual. Anticipated fair $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA), dual, nice $3.600. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—Left Handed Law’ (U) and ‘Para- 
dise Express’ (Rep), dual. Expected 
okay $2,500. Last week, ‘Little 
Dogie’ (Rep) and ‘Too Many Wives’ 
(RKO), dual, $2,300, nice. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), 
dual. Good $7,500 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN) and 
ae of City’ (MG), dual, $6,400, 
air. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) (2d_ week). 
March-Gaynor pic pulling great $9.- 
000. Last week, same film, $11,300, 
excellent. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(900: 32-37-42) —‘Prince. and Pauper 
(WB) and ‘Song of City’ (MG). dual. 
Release from Fifth Avenue anticipate 
good $3,000. Last week, ‘Night Fall 
(MG) and ‘Way Out West’ ‘MG), 
held eight days to $2,300, poor. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2.- 
700; 32-37-42)—‘Shall We Dance 
(RKO) (2d week). “H. o. Astaire- 
Rogers pic not doing as well as eX~ 
pected: $4,300, slow. Last week, same 
film, $8,400, big. ” 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.450: 16-27- 
37)—‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Top billing for pix, with long list 
of radio names, drawing great $6.- 
000. Last week, ‘Soldier and Lady 
(RKO) and vaude, $3,100, poor. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergree”) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—Turn Off Moon, 
(Par) and ‘Love from Stranger 
(UA), dual. Headed for only $3,500, 
poor. Last week, ‘23% Hours Leave 
(GN) and ‘Chan at Olympics’ (2015), 
dual, $4,800, moderate. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘You're in Love’ (Col), and ‘Great 
O'Malley’ (WB), dual. Looks, !'k€ 
only fair $2,500. Last week. ‘Giee” 





Light’ (WB), and ‘Sea Devil’ (U' 
$2,600, fair. 
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Home-Reelers Cashing in Heavily 





PICTURES 


VARIETY iB | 








On Coronation, Hindenburg Footage 





Non-theatrical motion picture film 
business was given a big lift in the 
, Jast 10 days as a result of the Hin- 
denburg disaster and the Corona- 
tion. Dealers in 16mm. and 8mm. 
films, able to obtain newsreel stock, 
reported record sales on the Zepp 
purning scenes and exceptional ad- 
vance orders for Coronation epi- 
sodes. 

In both events, they were and are 
being released so soon after actual 
occurrence that owners of home pro- 
jection equipment are receiving the 
films only a short time after cinema 
houses. Dealers in 16 mm. and 8 
mm, pictures only have to reduce 
down the standard film to the small- 
er stock. 

Reel on the Hindenburg went to 
dealers about 24 hours after the 
newsreel release. Unofficial estimates 
are that Pathegrams, alone, took in 


af 





> 





between $40,000 to $50,000 in sales} 


until yesterday 
cash deals con- 


wreck up 
with only 


on this 
(Tues.), 
sidered. 

Heavy demand for these films is 
attributed to the fact that this prob- 
ably is the first time such an out- 


| 


standing news event has been made | 


available to the public so soon after 
the occurrence. Non-theatrical 
competition aspect was not con- 
sidered serious because most of the 
newsreels had already cashed in on 
the timeliness angle. 


Not only will Coronation films 


DEANNA’S SEQUEL 


U Plans Another ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
Pic for Durbin Followup 








Hollywood, May 18. 
Cashing in on the popularity of 
‘Three Smart Girls,’ Universal plans 
to star. Deanna. Nurbin Jin “Three 
Smart Girls Go to Town.’ 
Production will be Miss Durbin’s 
next after ‘100 Men and a Girl,’ 


COL STARTS Ist 
‘ADULT’ SERIAL 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Columbia launched production May 
12 on the first of 15 episodes of 
‘Jungle Menace,’ a serial starring 
Frank Buck. George Melford di- 
rects. 

Cast includes Reginald Denny, 
Esther Ralston, Sacha Siemel, Char- 
lotte Henry, William Bakewell, Rich- 
ard Tucker, Duncan Renaldo, Snub 
Pollard, Willie Fung, Clarence Muse, 








| Fred Kohler, Jr., Leroy Mason, Mat- 


| 


be available in 16 mm, and 8 mm.} 


within the 


next week or so, but) 


Pathegrams is featuring low prices. | 


Talking film _ stock, 
comparable to what the newsreels 
will have, will sell at around $12, 
while the silent of about the same 
length will be sold at $7.20. About 


with footage | 


the same footage in 8 mm. silent| 
stock will go at $5.50. 
Castle Films will offer narrow- 


gauge footage of the Coronation at 
$2 per 100 feet. 


Lang Gets Raft-Sidney 





Starrer; Krasna’s Orig. 





Hollywood, May 18. 
Paramount has pacted Fritz Lang 
to direct Norman Krasna’s original, 
‘You and Me,’ co-starring George 
Raft and Sylvia Sidney. Assignment 
irons out a muddled situation involv- 

ing a number of changes in plans. 
Pic was first on B. P. Schulberg’s 
production schedule, with Krasna 
supposed to direct and Carole Lom- 








bard opposite Raft. Schulberg’s Par- | 
amount deal terminated and the | 


story reverted to Paramount. 
Krasna went over to Metro and 
things got good and involved. 


Brooks Quits Cantor 





Then | 





For David Loew Pic. 


Hollywood, May 18. 


Matt Brooks has been pacted to do | 
an untitled script for David Loew | 


Prods. 
Writer recently left the Eddie 


Cantor air show after a three-year 
stretch, 


Mae West’s Next 


ioe Hollywood, May 18. 

Eddie Sutherland has been signa- 
tured to direct the next Mae West 
film for Major Picts. 

Not been definitely set yot whether 
the film will be done a3 a musical 
of the gay 90's under the title 
Frivolous Sal.’ Handle belongs to 


Warner Bros., which used it. re- 
cently, 











Metro ‘Hospital’ Toppers 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Franchot Tone, Maureen O’Sulli- 
van and Virginia Bruce have been 
assigned top spots in Metro’s ‘Gen- 
eral Hospital,’ which will go into 


Production at once, George B. Seitz 
directs, 





| Melody 


} 
| 


Pic will be made from Eric von | 


troheim’s original. 


Stuff Smith Hits Pix 
Leroy (Stuff) Smith’s swing orch, 
miliar on New York’s 52nd street 

hitery front, has been signatured by 





alter Wanger for the pic, ‘52nd 
Street.’ 
aid is expected on the Coast 
une 14 through a deal set by Her- 


man Bernie in N. Y. 


thew Betz, Sherwood Bailey, Willy 
Costello, Gertrude Sutton, George 
Rosener, John St. Polis, Roger Wil- 
liams, Earl Douglas, Richard God- 


dard, Henry Dale, Harry Harvey, 
Dirk Thane, George Morell, John 
Davidson, Delmar Costello, Jim 


Corey, Denver Dixon and ‘Lightning’ 
(dog). 

It’s a serial designed by the stu- 
dio to get adult trade, as well as 
kids. If successful, may mean a new 
trend in the chop-’em-ups. 





Blum, Miss Myers Sail; 
She Mulls British Bids 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Ralph Blum and his wife, Carmel 
Myers, have left for New York to 
sail tomorrow (Wed.) for Europe. 

They will be abroad two months. 
Former actress has had two British 
offers to return to pictures and will 
discuss these deals while in England. 


REHASH OF INCE FILMS 


Phoenix Prods. Will Use Library in 
12-Picture Setup 











Hollywood, May 18. 

Phoenix Prods. has acquired 130,- 
000 feet of film from the Hollywood 
Film Library formerly owned by the 
Thomas Ince estate, and plans to use 
the clips in filming a series of 12 
pictures. 

Production conferences were held 
last week by Lawrence C. Lee, presi- 
dent, and Charles E. Coe, vice- 
president of Phoenix, on Coe’s ar- 
rival from Montana. 





Flynn, Bilondell Topping 
WB’s ‘Perfect Specimen’ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Errol Flynn and Joan Blondell 
have been assigned to top spots in 
Warners’ ‘The Perfect Specimen.’ 
Also in the cast are Beverly Rob- 
erts, Hugh Herbert and Marie Wil- 
son. 


Conn on ‘37 Melody’ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Harry W. Conn is writing dialog 
for sequences in Metro’s ‘Broadway 
of 1937.’ 
Formerly toiled on gags for Jack 
Benny. 





U NABS WPA ACTOR 
Hollywood, May 18. 
Lyons Wickland has been signed 
for Universal’s ‘West Coast Limited.’ 
Player is currently appearing in 
‘Blind Alley,’ Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect, at the Hollywood Playhouse, 


Homolka’s Par Single-o 


Oscar Homolka’s contract with 
Paramount calls for one picture, 
with options. It will be ‘Ebb Tide,’ 


to be produced early this summer 
in color. 

German actor, who has_ been 
working in British pictures, arrived 
from the other side early last week 


‘and left Thursday (13) for the Coast. 





Fair Is Fair 





Milwaukee, May 18 

Eleanor Whitney, who made a 
personal appearance in Chicago 
last week, was shanghaied to 
Milwaukee for a four-hour ex- 
ploitation stunt in conjunction 
with a department store’s Hol- 
lywood merchandising _ stunt, 
Visiting celeb idea was heavily 
publicized. Department store 
had worked out a schedule of 
events that kept Miss Whitney 


in a constant dither for four 
hours. 

mv After givdirs dpeal'<- sept gran 
time without even charging off 
railroad fare, Miss Whitney 


spied a hat in the store that she 
liked. It was tagged $18.75, 
which is what they asked her to 
pay for it. However, when her 
p. a. squawked, the store’s pro- 
motion manager kindly consent- 
ed to cut the price to $9.45— 


with the proviso that Miss 
Whitney sign a personal in- 
dorsement in lieu of the bal- 
ance. 














Par-Blank Deal 
Held Up by Tax, 
Legal Problems 


Legal, tax and other problems are 
holding up the final closing of the 
deal under which the A. H. Blank 
partnership would be placed on a 
permanent basis with Paramount 
and additional theatres controlled 
by the Blank interests brought into 
the Par fold. Blank came into New 
York last week to confer with Y. 
Frank Freeman and others on de- 
tails in connection with consumma- 
tion of the deal, but expected that 
it may receive signatures within 
two weeks and go before the Par 
board for approval. 

Paramount partnership with 
Blank, including the buy-back privi- 
lege by Par such as existed with 
Karl Hoblitzelle and associate in 
the Texas territory, covers around 
50 theatres in the Blank Tri-States 
circuit in Iowa, Illinois and Ne- 
braska. 

Since this partnership was made 
with Blank, three years ago, Blank 
and associates on their own have 
built up another circuit known as 
the Central States. This embraces 
around 25 theatres in the midwest 
and includes some houses in smaller 
towns, formerly operated by Par, 
which were dropped during bank- 
ruptcy. 

Under the proposed new deal be- 
tween Blank & Par, this Central 
States chain is to be merged into 
Tri-States under a_ partnership 
which would give Blank 50% con- 
trol and Par the other half. 


Simon, Haley, Pixilated 
Sisters in 20th’s ‘Love’ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
‘Danger—Love at Work,’ starring 
Simone Simon with Jack Haley op- 
posite, rolls at 20th-Fox May 24, 
with Ludwig Preminger directing. 
Included in the cast are Margaret 
Seddon and Margaret McWade, the 
pixilated spinster sisters of ‘Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town,’ playing similar 
characterizations. 














Anna Sten Sings 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Anna Sten will warble two num- 
bers in ‘Love Me Again,’ her second 
film for Grand National. Victor 
Schertzinger provides both the orig- 
inal story and the music for the film 
and John Francis Larkin is work- 
ing on the screen play. Dr. Eugene 
Frenke is producing. 

Pic is slated to follow Miss Sten’s 
‘Gorgeous’ on GN’s program, 

Sandrich’s Prowl 

Mark Sandrich sails today (Wed.) 
for Europe, where he may pick up 
some new ideas as well as talent for 
the next musical he will direct on 
the RKO lot: 


He has no set itinerary, planning 


to go where ideas and talent re- 
ported to him seems worth investi- 
gating. 


i 
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New Drive on to Unionize All 


Theatre Help in 


————_ +. 


U. S.; Exchange 


Workers and House Personnel 


After numerous conferences be-| 
tween officers of the International | 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees and other unions which, it 
i o juraiedicn + 
tion over various branches of the- 
atre personnel, lines are being laid 
for complete organization of houses 
of all descriptions, from top to bot- 
tom, with a view to early negotia- 
tions for recognition and contracts. 
These branches include everyone in 
theatres except stagehands, musi- 
cians and operators. 

While the I. A. T. S. E. ‘voted in 
Chicago recently on the program to 
unionize theatres from cellar to ceil- 
ing, and will supervise the drive, 
actual organizing work will be split 
between this International and two 
other unions. These are the Man- 
agers & Press Agents’ Union, which 
holds a charter from the American 
Federation of Labor, and Local 32J 
of the Building Service Employees’ 
International Union, also affiliated 
with the A. F. of L. Conferences 
have determined that the Managers 
& Press Agents, headed by Teddy 
Mitchell, with the backing and as- 
sistance of the I. A., will undertake 
the organizing of managers, treas- 
urers, assistant managers, press 
agents, advertising men, etc., in the 
theatres. 

Local 32J of the Building Service 
Employees, also with the I. A. co- 
operating, will organize the porters, 
janitors, cleaners, elevator men, etc. 
Since these unions each have char- 
ters, the IATSE is respecting their 
rights to jurisdiction. IA itself will 
organize the branch of theatre work- 
ers which takes in ushers, doormen, 
ticket takers, ticket sellers, ete. 
There being no union for jurisdic- 
tion over these people, the IA pro- 


Ler te "1} 
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poses to organize a local for their 
membership. 
Three Locals 
Thus, three different locals, all 
new to theatres, will come in for 
bargaining and contracts. There be- 


ing three at present in theatres— 
stagehands, musicians and operators 
—managers will be dealing with a 
total of six in the future, while a 
seventh for  producer-distributor- 
chain people in 32 of the big keys 
will be the exchanges, 

Two IATSE vice presidents, Bill 
Brennan and Dick Walsh, each of 
whom are in charge of other unions, 
are directing the new drive, while 
Joseph D. Basson, president of the 
New York operators, is supervising 
the exchanges. Brennan is concen- 
trating on the drives in which the 
Managers & Press Agents, as well 
as the Building Service Employee 
unions, will figure, while Walsh will 
supervise the organization of ushers, 
doormen, ticket-takers, etc., into a 
new union. Walsh is the IA v.p. in 
charge of the Film Technicians who 
recently negotiated contracts with 
the New York laboratories. Brennan 
is president of Theatrical Protective 
Union, Local No, 1 (N. Y. stage 
hands). 

Local 32J of the Building Service 
Employees’ International, of which 
Charles Levy is secretary, is sep- 
arate and distinct from Local 32B, 
which pulled a sensational but suc- 
cessful strike two years ago to or- 
ganize elevator operators and ser- 
vice personnel in apartment and of- 
fice buildings. International itself, 
headed by Jerry Horan, who recent- 
ly died, now has as its president 
George Scalisi. 

Joseph D. Basson, who is supervis- 
ing the work of organizing film ex- 
changes in New York and may also 
handle organizing of front-of-the- 
house theatre employees when that 
drive gets under way, is nearing the 
point where a charter to govern the | 
men working in film branches will | 
be applied for, and membership dues 
set. 

Already Basson has obtained the 
support of the majority of the ex- 
change workers, who have signed 
up with the organizing committee 
and pledged membership in_ the 
union when it is ready to function. 
This branch of activity in the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees will include ship- 
pers, handlers, inspectors, rewinders, 
ete., in the exchanges, but cannot | 
take in the stenographers, clerks and | 
accountants because of conflict in| 
jurisdiction with the Bookkeepers, | 
Stenographers & Accountants Union, | 
Local 12646, which has been in ex-| 
istence many years. 





New York has not as yet been de- 
cided, nor is there any indication as 
to who will be the officers. Bas- 
son himself is not expected to be in 
thet picture after the work ci or 
ganizing is completed, since he is 
president of Local 306, Moving Pic- 


ture Machine Operators of New 
York. 
Application for charter from the 


I.A. may be drawn up and submitted 
before the end of the week. 


St. Louis Set 
St. Louis, May 18. 

Working agreements having been 
signed with Fanchon & Marco's first- 
run houses, Loew's, Municipal Au- 
ditorium, Municipal Theatre and St. 
Louis Amusement Co., owner of 22 
nabes, John P. Nick, international 
v.p. of IATSE is negotiating with 
indie operators to come into the fold 
of the newly organized Theatrical 
Employes Local Union No. 2. An 
agreement has been reached, he 
stated, on everything but a wage 
scale, and this is expected to be 
settled shortly. 

Nick said that Film Exchange Em- 
ployes Local No. 16169, formed in 
1918, and Theatrical Amusement Em- 
ployes Local No. 19905, had sur- 
rendered their direct AFL charters 
and their members have joined Film 
Exchange Employes Local No. 1, or 
Theatrical Employes Local No. 2, 
which are affiliated with IATSE, 





Flint 100% Unionized 
Flint, Mich., May 18. 
For the first time since the local 
Motion Picture Machine Operators 
Union has been in existence it has 
become 100% unionized among the 
theatres, with an agreement con- 
cluded last week which made every 
theatre in town fully unionized. And 
as such every theatre in town has 
been recognized as fair to labor. 
Confab was held last week be- 
tween local theatre managers and 
Walter Hahn, delegate to the Flint 
Federation of Labor from the 1tnotion 
picture operators local union, 


Albany 100% Organized 
Albany, May 18. 

More than 100 employes of the 10 
motion picture film exchanges in 
Albany have applied for a charter 
from the Theatrical and Stage Em- 
ployes union, A. L. of L. organizers 
announce. Albany Motion Picture 
Operators Union assisted in form- 
ing the union. 

Employes already signed represent 
90% of those engaged in motion pic- 
ture distribution in Albany, it is 
claimed, 





Philly Wage Scale 
Philadelphia, May 18. 
Meeting of managers of Philly ex- 
changes was called in the Fox Build- 
ing yesterday (Monday) by Lou 
Krouse, assistant to the prez of 
IATSE to officially inform them that 
their employes have been unionized 
and a negotiating cominittee will hit 


them shortly for approval of new 
wage scales, 
Execs—representing eight major 


and five indie units here—appeared 
very friendly. All stressed willing- 
ness to agree to any scale within 
reason. They will confab with the 
negotiating committee some time this 
week, 

Krouse said that conteinplated in- 
creases in wages were from 20 to 
30%. Exchange officials, informed 
of this, declared they didn’t think 
the amount exorbitant. 

Permanent officers of the Film Ex- 
change Employes Union, Local 7B, 
were elected at a meeting attended 


by 190 members in the Broadway 
hotel, President is William Gabriel, 
Metro booker; James Keating, 


United Artists shipper, is vice-prez; 
Mollie Cohen, Metro inspectre 
retary; and Charles Smith, Preferred 
shipper, sergeant-at-arms, 


Ss, sec- 


Chi Busy 
Chicago, May 18. 
General unionization of the local 
exchange workers continues apace, 
with the employees in the poster, 
inspection and shipping departments 


practically all having been taken 
into the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employes. 

Unionziation has been going on 
quietly, but effectively, wit the 
heads of the exchanges hearing 


practically nothing about the o1 


Sallie 


Name for the exchange union inj zation of the empl 
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LLOYD NOLAN FAY HOLDEN + RALPH MORGAN 


A Paramount Picture ¢ Directed by Alexander Hall 
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Pais Theatres Prepare Elaborate 


Productions tor 


Paris, May 9 

Paris’ legit world is in a whirl 
of schemings and preparations to | 
make the expo season a success to 
end all successes. 

Exceptional performances, to be 
presented during the coming sum- 
mer and fall, are announced every 
day; plans for more productions are | 
diseusséé, and evén“{if sorire of the 
promised shows fail to materialize, 
there should be enough left to give 
expo visitors plenty to talk about. 

Many of these visitors will come 
to Paris from abroad for the first 
and last time of their lives this sum- 
mer. Realizing this, Monsieur | 
Rouche, Administrator General of 
the Opera, decided to give foreign- | 
ers a taste of official French stage | 
art. He has announced his inten- | 
tion to revive some of the one-time | 
favorites at the Opera-Comique dur- | 
ing the summer months. Other State 
theatres, the Comedie Francaise, the 





Odeon and the Opera, will forego 
their annual darkening or greatly 
shorten it. 


The complete summer program 
of these theatres is not yet known, 
but plenty of rsmors are flying 
around. Main bill for the Odeon 
will undoubtedly be a new French 
version of Shakespeare’s ‘Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’ by a young | 
Swiss professor, Louis Piachaud, | 
whose French version of ‘Coriolanus’ 
has already been extremely well 
received at the Comedie Francaise. 
This ‘Songe d’une Nuit d’Ete’ has 
been very effectively staged at the 
Odeon by Paul Abram. In addi- 
tion to the full score of Mendels- 
sohn’s music which is played by 
the Odeon orchestra, directed by | 
Andre Cassou, the cast, for the 
most part, plays very well. 


Shakespeare 


Incidentally, Shakespeare is get- 
ting to be quite a b.o. draw in this 
town. French versions of ‘Corio- | 
lanus,’ ‘Richard II,’ ‘Julius Caesar,’ 
‘The Merchant of Venice,’ ‘Troilus | 
and Cressida,’ have been presented 
with great success during the past 
Most_ of these French ver- | 
sions will be given again this sum- 
mer, in addition to translation of 
*Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Othello’ in 
preparation. 

At the Comedie-Francaise Bourdet 

(Continued on page 48) 








AUSTRALIA’S PIX 


U. S. Films Meeting With Favor in 
Antipodes 








Sydney, April 27. 
Cooler weather sends biz up a lit- 
tle, although right now many man- 
agements seek new attractions. ‘Rose 
Marie’ (Metro) swings into a strong 
second week and staying. ‘Lloyds’ 





(Fox) folds after four weeks, and 
‘The Plainsman’ (Par) stops on 
fifth. Universal’s ‘Show Boat’ is! 


putting up closing notices as one | 
year’s run approaches. Also Uni-| 
versal has a smash hit here in “My | 
Man Godfrey’ which sweeps 
fourth week easily. Cinesound’s | 
“It Isn't Done’ clicks along in second | 
month and is staying. Majority of | 








solid hits here in recent weeks sve 


been comedies. ‘Beloved Enem 


j}and exhibitors, 


the Expo Visitors 


Boyle Switches London 
Theatre Tags by Request 








Sydney, April 27. 
Stuart F. Doyle has been advised 
that the British government was op- 
posed.to his London venture being 
| titled State theatre. Officiais claimed 
that such a title might lead public to 


| believe that the government was in- 


terested in the theatre. 
New title chosen is Regent cinema. 


| Other theatre will be changed from 


Cosmopolitan to Rex Cinema. Regent 
will be used for ace American pix, 


| and the Rex for British and Austra- 


lian pix in keeping with the policy 
first laid down. 





BRITISH PIX 


AGREEMENT 
LOOMS 


London, May 9. 

Joint conversations within the mo- 
tion picture business are shaping to 
a surprise conclusion, with agree- 
ment virtually set on all major prob- 
lems affecting producers, distributors 
Practically all now 
left to do is to draft a report for the 
Board of Trade, indicating lines on 
which a permanent trade committee 
would operate. 

Cinema Exhibs association and 
Kinema Renters society are stated 
to have agreed on most points at 
issue, with quota the principal ob- 





| jective of the talks. C. E. A. will 


now definitely recommend to the 
Board of Trade that exhibs’ quota be 
stabilized at 10%, while distribs be 
expected to handle 15%—giving the- 
atres a margin of rejection. 

Exhibs will also recommend a 


| minimum cost for quota productions, 


urging $75,000 as the basis. 

Final meeting took place today 
between C. E. A. and producers, and 
it is understood latter have accepted 
the dictum of the other groups that 
reciprocity in the U, S. market can 
have no place in the set-up, which 
will consist of a three-way trade 
body with an independent arbitrator 
to decide domestic disputes. 





Miller Sets Reich Actor 
For ‘Regina’ In London 


Berlin, May 9. 

Gilbert Miller signed the young 
German film and stage actor Willi 
Eichberger for the part of Albert 
| of Coburg-Gotha in ‘Victoria Regina.’ 
It opens in London in June. 

This is the same part which an- 
| other German, Anton Wallbrook, is 
now impersonating for the filmiza- 
| tion of same play in London. 





AUSTRIAN CENSORS NIX 
UA’S ‘ONLY LIVE ONCE’ 


Vienna, May 7. 
‘You Only Live Once’ (UA), Fritz 
Lang picture, did not pass Austrian 
censorship hoard. 
Despite promises of cuis, board 
refused to issue permit. Reason given, 
‘tou realistic.’ 








ITALY STARTS 


BUILD'G OWN 
HOLLYWD 


Rome, May 7. 

Construction of Italy’s Hollywood, 
the Cinema City of Quadraro, was 
started April 28 by Mussolini. Its 
completion will mark the filling of a 
large gap in the equipment of the 
Italian film industry, left by the 
burning of the biggest and best stu- 
dio, the CINES. 

Carlo Roncoroni, president of the 
CINES, who organized the building 
of the Cinema City, hopes that the 
new studios will make Rome not 
only a center of the Italian film 


industry, but a center of European 
production as well. Grounds of the 
new Cinema City cover roughly 
2,000,000 square feet, of which about 
one-fifth is occupied by buildings, 
roads and formal gardens, leaving 
the rest for the construction of ex- 
terior sets and taking of mass scenes. 


NAZI-JAP FILM 
PACT SIGNED 


Berlin, May 9. 

The rumor of a Jap-Teutonic pact 
has become a reality with the sign- 
ing of the Coco-Tobis-Nippon (To- 
kyo) and Tobis-Cinema-Film, Inc. 
(Berlin) contract. This is proof of 
the growing business relations be- 
tween the two countries in general 
and opens new possibilities in Japan 
for German pix. This exportation 
of German Tobis films to Japan is 
just another step forward for Ger- 
many in her concentrated campaign 
for a world market. 


Japanese pix, formerly made for 
domestic trade cnly, are now to be 
put on the international market. Two 
are already scheduled for Berlin 
next season, with the possibility of 
this number being augmented. These 
new film relations will also be a 
great help to Germany in her for- 
eign exchange problem. 




















(UA) had a strong femme sslenkere | 
and should enjoy a decent run. | 
“Winterset” (RKO) quits after four | 
weeks; whilst British have ‘Sally of | 
the Regiment’ (G-B) and ‘Soft 
Lights-Sweet Music’ (G-B). Weekly- 
change is fairly solid this week with | 


‘Black Legion’ (WB). New ones) staaieales 
coming in are, ‘Girl in a Million’ | , 
(Fox), ‘Come and Get It’ (UA) and Paris, May 9. 


Most all of the ‘gay’ that ever ex- 
isted in this town has been knocked 
| for a circular loop for one night a 
week. 

Monday, hereafter, will be bluer 


*‘Maid of Salem’ (Par). 





Melbourne, April 27. 
Biz is still very good here with 





‘Lioyds’ (Fox), ‘It Isn’t Done’ (C), 
‘Hearts in Reunion’ (Fox), ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (Metro), 
(Col), ‘The Plainsman’ 
*“Rembrandt’ (UA). 


(Par), and 





2 Wenter Plays Click 


Vienna, May 7. 

Jesef Wenter’s two plays, ‘Princess’ | 
and ‘Countess of Turingia,’ both with | 
historical background, are drawing | 
full houses. 

‘Princess’ is running in_ the 
Deutsche Volkstheatre, with Maria | 
Fein, Victor van Buren and Josef 
Rehberger starring, while ‘Countess’ | 
was produced by Friedrich Rosen- | 
thal in the Burgtheatre with M. Wos- 
ter; H. Steinboeck and F. Balser in 
the leading parts. 


‘Rangle River | 


than a blue law for those who want 
to let loose of their coin where the 
lights are bright. There just ain't 
gonna’ be no bright lights for the 


' simple reason that every night club, 


cabaret and after dark haunt will 
be closed with the exception of a 
few. 

A 40-hour week for the musicians 
is the cause of all of this, and its 
being brought into effect has caused 
squawks from more places than one. 


_ And that does always come from the 


guy who wants to celebrate on that 
particular night. 

Curiously enough, and contrary to 
what one would think, cinema. own- 
ers are among those who are beefing 
most. Ordinary argument would 
have it that if people can’t go to 
night clubs then they will go to the 


{ cinema. 
| 
| ators of film houses. 


Paris Musicians’ 40-Hour Ruling 
Brings About Blue Monday Status 


But not so say the oper- 


They say that because people ‘can’t 
go out and step around after the 
show is over they would rather stay 
home entirely. And they are serious 
about it and more than one mana- 
ger has quoted figures before and 
after the Monday closing of the 
niteries to prove that this stand- 
point holds a lot of water. 

For the moment it is causing the | 


| operators of the bright spots much | 





worry. In the case of many acts | 
and in the majority of bands pay- 
ment is made by the week. Present 
contracts say nothing about a Mon- 
day closing so the artists and mu- 
sicians are getting the same pay, but 
only helping the cash till to ring for 
six days of the seven. 

That will all be changed, of course, 
but the operators are still kicking 
because of the loss of one night’s 
receipts. Exposition or no exposi- 
tion, it does not look as if there is 
going to be any change. 








New Org. Plans Better 


Mexican Pic Standards 








Mexico City, May 18. 
What corresponds to a better film 
| board has been established for the 
Mexican pic industry with institu- 
i tion of the Associacion Mexicana de 
Productores Cinematografica. 


Objects of the organization, which 
has national jurisdiction, are to de- 
velop the industry in all its branch- 
es; elevate ethical, cultural and tech- 
nical standards, bring about better 
relations among its members, arbi- 
trate disputes, protect industry’s in- 
terests, stimulate production and 
seek wider distribution of Mexican 
pix at home and abroad. 


Doyle Declares 
Himself Against 
Pix Restrictions 





Sydney, April 27. 

Despite the fact that he controls 
a British distributing agency, British 
Empire Films, Stuart F. Doyle is 
strongly opposed to a proposal con- 
templated by British interests here 
to request the government to intro- 
duce a 25 percent rejection clause 
against American pix in favor of 
British. Doyle told the British asso- 
ciation of his feelings on this mat- 
ter and the association finally in- 
formed the government that Doyle 
was not in sympathy with the pro- 
posal and had refused to give his 
support. 

Also learned that Doyle favors an 
open market for pix, whether they 
be British, American er Australian, 
leaving it to the public to buy at 
the b.o. the type of entertainment 
required. Rejection rights would be 
of great value to Doyle, but if the 
public wants American pix he feels 
that it should get them without any 
restrictions. 

Doyle is also strongly opposed to 
the local quota act. His own com- 
pany, Cinesound, has gotten along 
okay without its benefit, and will 
continue to do so, Doyle. states. 
Doyle desires to keep his theatres 
international and play the pix most 
sought after by the public. Says that 
the b.o. supplies the only answer. 





Moscow Art Theatre 
To Do 4 Plays in Paris 


Moscow, May 7. 

Moscow’s pride, the famous Art 
Theatre, is making one of its rare 
trips beyond the border this sum- 
mer to present four plays in Paris 
during August, when the Exposi- 
tion is in full swing. 

First on the list is ‘Anna Kare- 
nina,’ which got epic notices after 
its premiere this month. ‘Days of 
the Turbins,’ Bulgakov’s tale of a 
White officer’s family in Kiev dur- 
ing the Civil War, a favorite here, 
is also going. ‘Boris Gudunov’ and 
‘Ardent Heart’ fill out the roster. 
Art theatre was invited by the 
Champs Elysses theatre in Paris to 
make the trip. 








Reuss Leaving Vienna 
For London Pic Spot 


Vienna, May 7. 
Leo Reuss-Brandhofer leaves 
Peegree for London pic assignment. 

He intends to proceed to Hollywood 
afterwards. 

Reuss is appearing in the Jewish 
Cultural theatre in Arnold Zweig’s 
drama, ‘Semael.’ He came here after 
being expelled from Germany be- 
cause of racial reasons. 








Gildemeyer to Cuba 
F. H. Gildemeyer, formerly of 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
field technical group at Detroit, left 
for Puerto Rico last week. 
He will be branch manager in 
this region for Western Electric. 








Sacha Guitry Completes New Film 
About Landmarks of French History 


, 
. 


Paris, May. 9. 

What is probably the greatest film 
undertaking by any individual in 
France since films were first made 
here has just been completed by 
Sacha Guitry and will receive its 
first public showing during the com- 
ing week. 

Called ‘Les Perles de la Couronne’ 
Guitry’s film goes back to the time 
of Pope Clement VII with the story 
written around the seven pearls 
Clement gave to Catherine de Me- 
dici, when Francois I asked for her 
hand for the Dauphin, Henri 
d’Orleans, 


On May 11 the film will first 
be seen in Paris, Rome and Lundon. 
Story has been brought up to things 
as current as the Coronation itself, 
as the latter scenes of the pic take 
place aboard the Normandie. 


In covering these centuries of his- 
tory Guitry has called upon a large 
corps. Three hundred actors have 
taken part in the film while 1,500 
extras have been used. 


Heading the cast is Guitry himself, 
who plays, among other things, the 
parts of Francois I and Napoleon II; 
Lyn Harding will appear as Henry 
VIII, Ermeto Zacconi as Clement VII, 
Aime Simon Girard as Henry IV; 
Jean-Louis Barrault as Bonaparte. 
Jacqueline Delubac will take the 
part of Mary Stuart, Yvette Pienne 
that of Queen Elizabeth, Simone Re- 
nant of La Dubarry. Other person- 
ages who will be shown in the film 
will include Catherine de Medici, 
Laurent de Medici, Marie Tudor, 
Anne Bolleyn, the Queen of Abys- 
sinia, Paul III, Henry II, Francois II, 
Charles IX, Josephine and Mme. 
Tallien. ‘ 


Cast also includes Lisette Lavin, 
Germaine Aussey, Jacqueline Daiz, 
Nizan, Pierre Juvenet, Enrico Glori, 
Marthe Mussine, Simone Renant, 
Raimu, and Pauline Carton. 

First showing here will be a char- 
ity affair for wounded War veterans. 
Seats at the Marignan, where it will 
be shown, go from $2.50 to $7.50 top, 
with the ceremony being presided 
over by President Lebrun, flanked 
by Ministers Daladier and Riviera 
and it is expected Marshal Petain, 
Generals Gouraud, Weygand, Game- 
lin and Missel will also attend. 

Pie is scheduled to start regular 
runs in Brussels, London, Paris and 
Rome on May 13, the day after the 
Coronaticn. Guitry is releasing it 
on that day as homage of the French 
cinema industry to the King of 
England. 


Pix in Palestine 


Jerusalem, April 29. 

Current American pix here in- 
clude ‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par), 
‘So Red the Rose’ and ‘Desire’ 
(Par), at the Edison; ‘Wife vs. Sec- 
retary’ (MG), ‘Strike Me Pink’ at 
the Zion Hall; ‘Rendezvous’ (MG) 
and ‘Audioscopiks’ at the Eden Hall. 

Pix in Tel Aviv include ‘As You 
Like If (Radio) and ‘Tarzan Es- 
capes’ (MG) at the Cinema Ophir; 
‘Zircus Saran’ (German speaking), 
and ‘We Die Lerche Singt’ at the 
Cinema Migdalor; ‘Circus’ (Moscow 
Art Theatre), and ‘Doubrovsky’ at 
the Cinema Eden; ‘Walking Dead’ 
(WB) and ‘The Last Gypsy’ at the 
Cinema Mograbi; ‘414 Musketeers’ 
and ‘Comradeship’ at the Rimon. 

Haifa: ‘Tagebuch der Geliebten’ 
and ‘Love Me Forever’ (Col) a’ the 
Armon; ‘The Bohemian Girl’ and 
‘Confetti’ at the Orah; ‘Way Down 
East,’ ‘Return of Chandu’ and ‘Last 
of the Mohicans’ (VA) at the En- 


Dor; ‘China Seas’ (MG) at the Aviv 
Cinema. 











And Cairo 
Cairo, April 29. 

Current pix in Alexandria in- 
clude ‘Escapade’ (MG) at the Royal 
Cinema; ‘You’re All I Need,’ Vi- 
enna Concert Hall; ‘Ah Wilderness’ 
(MG), Rialto Cinema; ‘Three Smart 
Girls’ (U) at the Mohammed Aly: 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ (Col) at the 
Rio; ‘White Lies,’ Strand; ‘Love on 
the Run’ (MG), Rialto. 

In Cairo: ‘The Last Solution’ 
(Arabic talker), Royal; ‘One in a 
Million’ (20th), Metropole; ‘The 
Devil Is a Sissy’ (MG), Diana Pal- 
ace; ‘The Story of Louis Pasteur’ 
(WB), Triomphe; ‘Three Live 
Ghosts’ (MG), Cosmo; ‘Show Boat,’ 
(U), Roxy. 


——— 
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Brit. Lab Men Used Coronation as Ax CINEMA PN 


To Force Film Cos. Into Negotiations 


-——__-__—~> , 


London, May 9. 


Threatened strike of laboratory 


workers, 
the 


pletely jammed 


which would have com- | 
Coronation | 


newsreels, was stalled at the llth 
hour, when studio and lab companies 


representatives of! _. 
agreed to meet P j rived here from Cuba. 


the employees’ union, Association of 


Cine Technicians, 


Britain is in a ferment of labor 
unrest and film cutters and printers, 
who have been agitating some 
months for more stable working 
conditions and rates of pay, saw 
Coronation plans as their opportu- 
nity to force a barter. Overtures to 
the employers have hitherto met a 
blank refusal to negotiate. 

Following abortive attempts to se- 
cure recognition from the _ bosses, 
A. C. T. held section meetings, first 
of studio and laboratory workers, 
who agreed to withdraw their labor 
as the utlimate weapon, followed by 
a meeting of newsreel men, who 
guaranteed uncompromising support 
for their fellow workers. These 


appeals for a conference. 

Officers of A. C. T. planned a 
meeting for a strike vote on the eve 
of the Coronation, Film printing | 
companies, however, got wind of the 
move and rushed in with an offer 
to negotiate—though fixing the date | 
as May 20 and effectively stalling 
any action by labor interests until 
after the Coronation. 


London Exhibs Outline 
New Five-Point Plan 
To Fight Over-Seating 


London, May 9. 

Exhibitors have got their shirt- 
sleeves rolled up on a new policy 
ts combat overserting, variously re- 
gerded a3; a major menace threaten. 
ing existing theatres. Overbuilding 
Committee of Cinema Exhibs Ass’n 
has just issued a pamphlet of guid- 








ance to members in which it defines | , tases Peete 8 
| about a great number of openings, | views intelligently and in the most 


a five-point plan for all to follow. 
These are the points: 

Appeal to licensing authorities to 
withhold granting of licenses where 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
were followed by further ee 
| 
| 
| 


| produce pix both in 


| 


| 








|} run houses and 


they think fit; appeal to all authori- | 


ties to hear C. E. A. deputations; 
continuing attempts to find a solu- 
tion by control by all sections of 
the industry; approach to Govern- 
ment for legislation; avalanche of 
publicity among Press, 
municipal corporations, 
sources of finance, etc. 

Arguments suggested for submis- 
sion to authorities are: 

Where there is sufficient seating, | 
a new theatre neither increases 
patronage nor film supply. 
of the London area show 10% in- | 
crease in seating accommodation 
brought only 1% increase in patron- 
age. 

If there are too many theatres, 
every film, good, bad or indifferent, 
secures exhibition in that area. In- 
ferior pictures gain wider exhibi- 
tion, which is neither in the inter- 
ests of public, exhibs or producers 
seriously endeavoring to improve 
the merits of production. Over- 
Seating encourages production of 
pictures unworthy of exhibition, and 
in any case is against public inter- 
ests, either as patrons or investors. 





‘Elephant Boy’ Moppet 
To Make 2d for Korda 


London, May 9. 


Korda is to do a second picture 
with the moppet Sabu, native star of 
‘Elephant Boy,’ and _ it’s 
Technicolor. Piéture will be called 
‘The Drum,’ with an Indian setting, 
from an original by A.E.W. Mason, 
author of ‘Four Feathers,’ which 
London Films is now remaking. 

Zoltan Korda, who co-directed, 
‘Elephant Boy’ with Robert J. Fla- | 
herty, will direct ‘Drum,’ and Oliver 
Garrett is credited for the script. 


Figures | 


to be in) 


| had been shown, 





[ARGENTINA TO MAKE 
FILMS IN GERMANY 


Berlin, 
Imperia Argentina has 





| 
May 9. | 
just ar-| 


A new company, Hispano-Film, | 
is now being formed which is to! 
German and 
Spanish. First of these, with Ar- | 
gentina in the title role, is ‘Carmen,’ | 
which, however, has nothing to do} 
with Bizet’s opera, but is a widely | 
read Spanish novel, for which en- | 
tirely new music is to be written, 








GERMANY’S PIX: 


IMPORTS OFF 
AROUND 20%, 


Berlin, May 9. 

The influx of foreign pictures into | 
the Reich this year has been reduced | 
from approximately four-fifths of all 
the films shown to about three-fifths, 
compared to '35-’'36. The largest per- 
centage of this affects 
American pictures, since Germany 








decrease 


has tied herself up with such coun- 
tries as Poland ana Italy for a regu- 
lar film exchange. 

Up to April 1, 90 German films 
The German film 
season beginning July 1, this means 
an average of about twelve per} 
month, Last summer's’ unusually 
quick succession of premieres was 
made necessary by the then existing 
shortage of capital, which could not} 
afford to lie idle for any length of | 
time after being invested. Aside from 
that, the Olympic Games brought 


due to the large infiux of transients. | 
But this gave most of the pictures 
an unusually brief space in first- 
necessitated their 
being relegated to subsequent runs | 
while they still had a good tug at | 
the b.o. 

In one year (35-36) the capital | 
invested in full length pictures rose 


| from $36,000,000 to $52,000,000, while | 
Parliament, | 


investors, | 


the number of viewers increased 
only about one-sixth, from 308 to 
359 millions. | 





Riviera Casino Shuts | 
Down, But Temporarily 


Nice, May 7. 
Riviera’s luxury casino, Palais de 


| 1a Mediterranee, built by Frank J. 


Gould, closed this week but will re-; 
open in June in time to catch a 
slice of the biz the 28th International 
Rotary Club Convention is expected 
to bring here. 

Management of the casino is in 
the hands of the S. B. M., Monte’ 
Carlo Sumeing syndicate, 


‘Chan’ N.G. lia Reich 


Berlin, May 9. 
‘Charlie Chan at the Opera’ (20th) 
has been nixed in Germany, 
No reason was advanced for 
ban, 


the 


MISS DIAZ’S SPANISHER 

Hollywood, May 18. 

Rosita Diaz from 

the end of this week for a 

‘El Camino de Hollywood,’ 
tabria Films prod, 

Jaime del Amo and Josef Berne, 

_ co-producers, have skedded cameras 

to roll the first week in June, y 


arrives Europe | 
i 
role in 


Can- 





| and still 
| the forced dubbing of films in France 


at 








ae 


roup of 


DELEGAT 


Pic 
Execs Discusses Interna- 
tional Film Situation with 


Parliament Committee in 
Paris 


American 


——_— 


PROSPECTS BRIGHTEN 


eo... 


Paris, May 9. 


American film interests in 


where given an 


and reason to hope that their po- 


sition in the future stands a good 
chance of 


being fairly considered 


when a delegation led by Harold L. | 
| Smith, Paris 
| Hays organization, 


representative 
was received by 
the Cinema Commission of the 
French Parliament. 

This influential body which 1s pre- 
sided over by Deputy Jean Michel- 


Renaitour and counts some 200 Dep- | 
its | 


uties and 40 Senators among 
members is conducting an investiga- 
tion prior to drafting a new law to 
regulate the future of the French 


| cinema industry 


It is endeavoring to hear the views 
of all persons and _ organizations 
directly connected with the film in- 
dustry in France and it was for this 
reason that the delegation was called 
in to give its views. With Smith 
were M. Byre of Metro, M. Klars- 
feld of Paramount and M. Rouvier 
of United Artists. They were asked 
to present the American: point» of 
view of the industry to the commis- 
sion, 

First noteworthy aspect of this 
interview is that the members of the 
American industry were the only 
ones so far received. Every delega- 


| tion which has thus far been before 


the commission has 
French interests. 
Situation Reviewed 
Those of the Americans who sat 
in on the meeting have stressed that 


the commission listened to their | 


represented | 


friendly manner as Smith gave a 
review of the exact situation 
American companies trying to do 
business jin France. 

This is considered to be particu- 
| larly important especially in 
of the many rumors which cannot 


always be verified that certain in-| plenty of headaches. 
terests in this country were ‘out to} American reps don't seem to be} 
kill the Franco-American’ trade} much worried over the situation, 


treaty’ because this clique considered 


| it too favorable to American films. 
In this respect the American 
spokesman pointed out that the | 


| 
treaty gave no new advantages what- | 


soever to American films which they 
did not have before the treaty be- 
came effective while, on the other 
hand, it did grant new concessions 
to a great number of French prod- 
ucts now being exported to the U.S 
in the form of reduced duties or 
creased quotas. 

All the treaty did do, the Com- 
mission was told, was to consolidate 
the condition that has always existed 
called for the contingent, 


in- 


and still limited the number of the- 
atres in which original versions of 


| American films may be shown, 


Another fact which was stressed 
was that American representatives 
could not understand why _ there 
should be any antagonism whatso- 
ever between French and American 
film interests, especially since latest 
statistics show ample proof of 
tremendous improvement and success 
which has recently been experienced 
by French films in France. 

Large Investments 

As a final arguing point the com- 
mission was reminded of the vast in- 
vestments the American film indus- 


. ! 
Paris 


agreeable surprise | 


of the | 


of | 


view | 


the | 
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ODERO’S NEW OPERETTA\ 
GIVEN CANNES DEBUT 


er’) was aired this week for the first 
i time at the Cannes Municipal the- 
|} atre, including several new songs 
| which clicked with the mixed French 
and English audience. 

Operetta has plenty 





of 


romantic 


intrigue and snappy dialogue by A. | 


| d’Arlincourt. Nina 
| Royal Opera star, 


Botty, Bucarest 
is in the lead role. 

Odero’s songs are ‘Les Femmes et 
les Fleurs’ (‘Women and Flowers’), 
‘Je Suis Vraiment Americane’ (‘I’m 
a Real American’), 
| de Muguette’ 


(I Was in Love With 


| Muguette’), ‘J’ai Vingt Ans’ (I Am 
20 Years’), and ‘Narcotique,’ a slow 
tango movement. Odero is dicker- 


ing for a Paris Exposition date for 
‘Trefle a Quatre.’ 





PLANNING 
QUOTA 


Tokyo, 

Jap pix distribs 
Government is holding conferences 
with them individually gathering 
data looking toward slapping on a 
quota for foreign films. This is 
in line with the Home Office an- 
nouncement, made recently, to ef- 
| feet an overhauling of the pix in- 
dustry here. 

Jap distribs and exhibs are show- 
| ing little sympathy for the govern- 
ment move, feeling that Jap 
|haven’t reached the 
they can carry the load alone. Also | 
foreign product, especially Ameri- 
can, is so strongly intrenched with 
|fans, particularly in the key cities, 
| that curtailment is bound to cause | 


April 30. 
report that the 


feeling that present Japanese pres- 
sure will be sufficient to stymie any 
serious move to cut down foreign 
product. One of the American dis- 
tribs stated that he doubted if a 
| quota ever will be invoked against 
| foreign films, feeling that the same 
| thing could be accomplished by the 
| government making it a_ patriotic 
| proposition for the exhibs to 


subjects. If the government 


| chooses to handle it in that manner, | 
| the exhibs will undoubtedly fall in| 


line, 


John Hicks in Berlin, 


But Mum on n Germany 


Berlin, 
W. Hicks, Jr., 


charge of 


May 9. 
Paramount 
v.p., in foreign distribu- 
reached Berlin on his annual 
European tour of Par’s numerous 
branch offices He was 
!panied by Fred W. Lange and Frank 
| Farley, both from the Paris office 


John 


tion, 


Hicks is reticent regarding all mat- 


ters pertaining to Germany, 


FORST GETS MEDAL 


try has made in this country. Fig-; Vienna, May 7. 

ures were presented to show that Film star Willy Forst received the 

several millions of francs of Ameri- | gold medal of honor from the Au 

can money had been spent in France | trian government. 

| for studios, films and dubbing plants | President William Miklas person- 
(Continued on page 63) tally did the honors, 


Cannes, May 7. 
Florent Odero’s new operetta, 
‘Trefle a Quatre’ (‘Four Leaf Clov-| 


‘J’etais Amoureux | 


JAP GOVT NOW 


pix | 
stage where | 


book 
| Jap pix in proper proportion to for- | 
*| eign 


accom-, 


3- |} at the New 


_ because it 


Oscar Deutsch Said to Be En Route 
~ To U.S. Seeking More Coin From 
| Schenck for Odeon—Donada ‘Tieups 


~ 


London, May 18. 


| 

Reported that Oscar Deutsch 
sailed on the q.t. for New York to 
confer with Joseph Schenck on the 
forthcoming public share issue of 
his Odeon and Donada_ circuits, 
which have now joined forces. 
Schenck, when head of United Art- 
two years ago, tried to amal- 
gamate the pair of circuits, but deal 
collapsed. It is generally under~ 
stood that Schenck and UA have in- 
vestments in both outfits to the ex- 
tent of $500,.000—hence Deutsch’s 
huddle with Schenck, who may in- 
vest further before the public issue. 

No information is 
from Deutsch’s office here, other 
| than he is on vacash and that an im- 
portant statement will be issued to- 
morrow (Wed.,). 


ists 


forthcoming 


The pact giving Deutsch control 
| of Charles J. Donada’'s indie cir- 
cuit is an important deal. Deutsch’s 


Odeon Theatres, tied in as they are 
with UA, plus the County Cinemas 
of Donada, bulks up into the third 
largest chain in the British Isles. 
; There is a total of 256 theatres which 
| Will increase as the steady Odeon 
building campaign proceeds. Objec- 
tive of the pact maneuver is to pro- 
mote the combo for a joint publie 
flotation in The City. 

Deutsch has already announced 
intention of going to the publie as 
soon as sentiment is felt to be right, 
while Donada, whose original at- 
tempted issue was deliberately log- 
jammed by opposing interests, has 
long been eager to consolidate the 
County Cinemas With outside stip- 
port. Both are young outfits, oper- 
ating houses built within past three 
years in key situations. Total cap- 





_ital value of the merger hovers 
around $75,000,000. 
| Significance of the merger is the 


clearing of all U. S. distribution for 
UA, strengthening its already strong 
stand. Only G-B and Associated 
British (Maxwell) circuits control 
more playdates, both buying Yankee 
product in the open market. Only 
| other American distrib with any 
| substantial guaranteed outlet is Para- 
mount, which aside from its own 
small London and provincial cir- 
cuits, has a management deal with 
; Union Cinemas, a chain slowly 
| creeping toward its goal of 200 
houses—many of ’em now directly 
| (ppesng the Odeon-Donada houses. 

It is understood Deutsch will place 
on market $20,000,000 of preference 
| shares; additionally there will be $5,~- 
000,000 of ordinary shares taken up 
by insiders, 


Europ. ‘Exhib Assn. Gets 
Together in Reich Sans 
England, France, Italy 





Berlin, May 9 

Furopean Exhibitors Ass'n (Fed- 
eration Internationale des  Asso- 
ciations des Cinemas) has just had 
its bi-annual session here under the 
presidency of the German Fritz 
Bertram. France, Great Britain and 
Italy were missing, but otherwise all 
the small fry of Europe were repre- 
sented, including Spain. 

Main questions up for discussion 
| were the assoclation’s taking part 
in the International Film Congress 
'in Paris this summer; elimination 
|of the dual bill and the associa- 
tion’s general attitude towards the 
narrow gauge film, which has already 
become a matter of great importance 


countries. No 
sulted from the 


European 
decision re 
however, 


in several 
conclusive 
meeting, 


| New London Weakie 


May 18, 
Stopped’ opened 
Theatre (13). 

an occasionally 
However, it is 
Joes not convince, 


| London, 
‘And the Music 


j Play is 
| whodunit, 


thrilling 
unlikely 
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New York joins nation-wide parade of holdovers with 
second week at Radio City Music Hall...Held over in 
first fifty key-city first-run openings throughout the 
country...including spots like Boston, Cincinnati, San 
Francisco, Washington, St. Louis, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, New Orleans, Omaha, Minneapolis, Denver, etc., 
etc... . Third week Chicago, with more big box-office 
news on the way!... FRED AND GINGER THE CURRENT 








EDWARD EVERETT 
HORTON - ERIC BLORE 
JEROME COWAN 
KETTI GALLIAN 
WM. BRISBANE 


and 
* " HARRIET HOCTOR 


DIRECTED BY MARK SANDRICH: PANDRO S. BERMAN PRODUCTION 
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Captains Courageous 
(WITH SONGS) 


Meiro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Touis 
YD. Lighton production, Features Freddie 
Bartholmew, Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barry- 








more, Melvyn Douglas, Directed by Vic- 

tor Fleming. From book of same name by 

Rudyard Kipling; adaptation, John Lee 

Mahin, Mare Connelly and Dale Van 

Every; music, Franz Waxman; lyrics, Gus 

Kahn: film editor, Elmo Veron; photogra- 
phy, Harold Rosson, At Astor, N, Y., for 
twice daily run, beginning May 11, ‘57. 

Ruoning time, 115 mins. 

Harvey . .ccccoceccces Freddie Bartholomew 

) | rere errs re ee Spencer Tracy | 
DR, ¢ cbs doe endsee seat Lionel Parrymore | 
Mr. CREYNE. .cccccscvesceces elvyn Douglas | 
‘nose Salters...... Charley Grapewin 

a ieewaes ...Mickey Rooney 

Tone Jae oss ccsccscosers John Carradine 

CusnMmMawi....ccccccccccccceses Oscar O'Shea 

PORE ava ncvendosbuneeket aes’ a Jack La Rue 

Dr. Pinley.. cwcccccocccee Walter Kingsiord 

‘hi PRRUTLOTCETT EL er Donald Brises 

‘De ébeenvenencaneens le eee 

CSRs 6.468 tba dsnedebeeus Billie Burrud 

Another picture which will not 


have to go begging for patronage. A 
high cost film, into seven figures, but 
the overhead will come back. ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ looks equally as 
strong for foreign as domestic con-| 
sumption. It will also rank as one! 
of the best pictures of the sea ever} 
made and as a roadshow it is on its 
way ahead of two other sea spec- 
tacles being planned for two-a-day 
engagements, Paramount’s ‘Souls at 
Sea’ and 20th-Fox’s ‘Slave Ship.’ 

Louis D. Lighton is the producer 
of ‘Courageous’ under the super- 
vision of Sam Katz. Victor Fleming 
directed. Taking this Rudyard Kip- 
ling story, written when he visited | 
America some years back, the pro- | 
ducers have made the central char- 
acter of the spoiled child younger 
than he was in the book, and for 
the purposes of the screen have in- 
dulged in other slight, unimportant 
alterations. Spencer Tracy is a 
Portuguese fisherman with an ac- 
cent and a flair for singing songs of 
the briny. Lionel Barrymore is the 
happy-go-lucky but stern captain of 
a fishing schooner while Bartholo- 
mew, of course, is the boy. 

One of the unique features of the 
picture is that while it has strong 
appeal for women through the) 
parental element, the cast is with-| 
out women except for a few feet! 
close to the end. The tug at the} 
heartstrings is powerful and the 
picture is one of the nearest to a 
tear-jerker for men that has come 
along in some time. 

The Kipling yarn, built around a 
wealthy, motherless brat who acci- 
dently lands with a cod-fishing fleet, 
and undergoes regeneration during 
an enforced three months’ piscatoria] 
quest, has been given splendid pro- 
duction, performance, photography 
and dramatic composition. Its ap- 
pearance of authenticity lends both 
force and charm. Sea stuff is stir- 
ringly impressive while the details 
concerned with the fishing life led 
by the people are interesting. Some 
very excellent sequences deal with 
lowering of the dories, the big catch 
with tons of fish in the camera eye, 
an angry sea and the tragic fracture 
of the mainmast when Tracy is 
killed. 

Young Bartholomew plays. the 
spoiled kid, only son of wealthy 
father, who falls off a liner bound 
for Europe and is picked up by 
Tracy, the fisherman to whom the 
recalcitrant boy finally becomes 
deeply attached. Bartholomew's 
transition from a brat to a lovable 


child is done with’ convincing 
strokes. He is at times a little 
mature in his interpretation, but 


while audiences may sense this for 
a time, it ultimately wears off. His 
performance is matched by Tracy. 


who also doesn’t seem right doing 
an accent and singing songs, but he, 
too, later gets under the skin as a 
Barrymore is himself, as 
As the father of the boy,} 
smooth, 
One of the 
deftly portrayed by 


character. 
usual. 
Melvyn Douglas gives a 
unctuous performance. 
fishermen is 
John Carradine. 


Majority of the footage is at sea| People.’ 
with the fishing boats, young Bar-| John Drinkwater as a contribution 
tholomew and the tough, but kindly 
From the 
time that the boy falls off the liner,| toria’s 
until the reunion with his father in| George VI, with Edward VIII dis-| his 
the last reel, there are no flashbacks | tinctly 


crew of the schooner. 


to the parent. The reunion 


nant. 


itself | ignored. 


They Gave Him a Gun 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Harry 
Rapf production. Stars Spencer ‘Tracy, 
Franchot Tone, Gladys George. Directed 


vy W. S. Van Dyke. From novel of same 
name by W. J. Cowen; adaptation, Cyril 
Hume, Richard Maibaum, Maurice Rapt,; 
camera, HMaroid Rosson, At Capitol, N. Y., 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Captains Courageous’ (M-G). 
A big money picture of the sea. 
Freddie Bartholomew, Spencer 








week May 13, 'S7. Running time, %3 mins. 
Pred. sccceces 
Rose Duify. 
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JimMY....cccccecs cccccesce Beamchat Tone ‘They Gave Him a Gun 
“ergeant Meadowlark..,.....Edgar Dearing (M-G). Meller overboard on 
CANS UT sae Gawaras||  &rief with Fanchot Tone, Spen- 
| JUAEE. .eeees seccccceeessCharies Trowbridge cer Tracy and Gladys George. 





About the only angle that might | 
lift this one over the bumps is that | 


| it embraces a slight anti-war preach- | 


ment. But, like most of the picture's | 
emotional text, even that preachment | 
has a_spyurious ring. Stripped of the 
feeble attempt to suggest a psycho- 


| logical link between the World War 
|and gangsterism in America, ‘They | 


Gave Him a Gun’ resolves itself into | 
a fairly exciting melodrama with 
soggy sentimental overtones. Re- 
gardiess of what box-office weight 
the cast names may carry, it will be 
doing well if reaching average figure. 

With all its tugging sentiment the} 
film rarely gets under the skin. The | 
Damon-Pythias theme loses its force | 
long before the production has run | 
half the course. Tracy, Tone and | 
Gladys George troupe with skill and | 
power, but what mitigates against 
their producing a real sock is a lack 
of sympathy for their behavior and 
predicament. Narrative strikes a 
bitter note and sense of frustration 
from the start, while the characters 
shuttle between war scenes and gang 
shootings to a prison break and a 
manhunt. Scenes of self-sacrifice 


| and remorse fill in between the gun- 


blasting episodes. It’s action, if you 
will, but it’s also a lot of grief, too. 
Story poses the plight of a timid, 


| violence-hating store clerk (Tone), 


who, while under fire, suffers a mal- 
formation of personality. What has 


| been cowardice converts into false 


courage. Instead of returning to 
peaceful pursuits, he makes a fetish 
of the dugout dictum, ‘You're as good 
as the other fellow so long as you've 
got a gun,’ and he goes in for rack- 
eteering. Largely responsible for 


| Tone’s will to overcome his coward- 


ice is his squad buddy (Tracy), 
whose previous job was that of a 
barker in a sideshow. Tracy’s af- 
fection for his pal gets its first big 
test when the former denies his love 
for a Red Cross nurse (Miss George) 
so that Tone and the woman may 
marry. 

Lives of the three again interlock 
on this side when Tracy, now the 
owner of a small circus, meets Tone 
|a few moments after a gang killing. 
| Yarn here assumes a vigorous stride 
as Tracy joins Tone’s wife in an 
effort to swerve the gangster from 
his chosen career. Her solution is 
| to tip off the cops to a planned coup, 
|and Tone is sent up for three years. 
Still restraining his love, Tracy 
saves the woman from vengeful gun- 
men, and Tone effects a_ break, 
catches up with the circus and, on 
realizing that he has made a mess of 
everything, takes the fatal way out 
when cops surround him. 

Tone acvounts for some pulse- 
pounding moments, while Tracy reg- 
isters as the sentimental, slow-witted 
mugg. With Miss George it’s a con- 
sistently sombre assignment, but she 
lands solidly. Two outstanding bits 
come from Edgar Dearing, an A.E.F. 
sergeant who later turns up as a city 
detective, and Horace MacMahon as 
the prison mate who goads Tone into 
escaping. Odec. 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Viscountess Astor, Sir Austen 








others. Commentary Jack Morrison. Lan 
ham  Tichener, Vv. Sagovsky, editors 
directed by John S. Stumar. At Belmont 
N. Y., May il, ‘37. 





to the Coronation and is a compila 
tion of newsreel clips from Vic 
death to the accession 0 


soft-pedaled, though no 


| 


Not fo 


bills, and probably n 


The lad doesn’t care about seeing his| grosser in the arties. 


father again. In fact, he wants t 
remain with the Gloucester fishin 
people. 
secondary. ; 

For the fine photographic jo 


credit goes to Harold Rosson and his 


Some excellent process wo! 
figures, but most of the shots ar 
genuine. Recording of batterin 
waves is louder that necessary 0 
occasion. 

Special songs have been writte 
by Franz Waxman and Gus Kah 
for Tracy and the boat crew. 


crew. 


and ‘What Shall 
Drunken Sailor?’ 
isn’t half bad, either. Char. 





Ruttenberg Lensing ‘Lady’ 
Hollywood, May 18. 


berg the camera assignment on ‘Once 


There Was a Lady.’ 
Luise Rainer stars. 


‘Ooh, 
What a Terrible Man,’ fits in superb- 
ly. Old-time sea chants, done by 
Tracy. include ‘Blow a Man Down’ | tist 
We Do with a 
Tracy’s baritone 


oO Picture runs just short of an hou 
g| and 


b}| terial being from official 


e|and interludes with a 
g| woman, latter serving to perm 
n| Drinkwater to explain to her, an 
through her to the audience, what 
n}| is all about. 


n This saves the picture from the 
monotony of a succession of news 


clips 


are Lady Astor, Sir 
Chamberlain and George 


and supplies the one false note. 
Shaw. 
of the 


est as she speaks 


as he envisions the greater Britai 





eccceeecces Gladys George | 


THE KING’S PEOPLE | 


Mindlin” release of John Drinkwater 
production. Written by John Drinkwater 
and G. Bernard Shaw. Interpolations by 


Cham- 
berlain, G. Bernard Shaw, Mary Clare and 


Running time 59 mins, 


Styled ‘Sovereigns of Britain’ on 
the other side, this semi-official film 
| is here more aptly titled ‘The King’s 
It was prepared by the late 


Of questionable value in 
isn’t particularly touching or poig-| this country, but probably assured a 
It’s the grief of the boy over) better reception in Canada. 
the loss of his Portuguese friends. | general 


is composed in part of news- 
Sympathy for the father is| reel clips, dating back to the funeral 
of Queen Victoria, much of the ma- 
archives. 
It is punctuated by staged episodes;| to the betrayal by using his knack 
k| visits of notables to discuss the film | of 
newspaper 


Among the visitors to the drama- 
Austen 
Bernard 
Shaw. Latter wrote his own scene 


very good advertisement for 


Lady Astor is very much in earn- 
suffrage 
movement, but she wriggles in her 
Metro has handed Joseph Rutten-| oy, ir distressingly. Late premier is 


oddly suggestive of Claude Allister 


that shall come with autonomy for 


Tracy, Lionel Barrymore and 
Melvyn Douglas head the cast. 


Does not sum up as having b.o. 
punch. 

‘Talk of the Devil’ (G-B). Un- 
convincing meller with Ricardo 
Cortez and Sally Eilers. Headed 
for duals. 

‘Mountain Justice’ (WB). 
Hillbilly melodrama with Jose- 
phine Hutchinson and George 
Brent. Too much plot, but 
okay for duals. 

‘Bill Cracks 
Weak ‘B’ 
steel mill. 

‘You Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO). 
Thin plot and absence of names 
relegate this melodramatic mix- 
ture to secondary duals. 

‘Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col). 
Success story which captures 
minor interest. For the doublers. 





Dewn’ (Rep). 
backgrounded in a 











the dominions and a more general 
good-will. He is, however, dignified 
and impressive. He is also a far 
better actor than Shaw, who is dis- 
tinctly hammy most of the way. 

Outstanding surprise is Drink- 
water’s performance. He has a 
rich voice, with the accent of a cul- 
tured Englishman, clear and _ intel- 
ligible to non-British ears. He is 
completely easy, playing without a 
trace of self-consciousness, and giv- 
ling life to all his scenes. Few 
screen actors can give as even a per- 
formance. 

Material assembled makes full 
coverage, but few of the news clips 
have other than historical value. 
There are some superb shots of the 
Durbar at Dehli, oddly in contrast to 
other contributions from the news- 
reels, many of which suffer from 
having been turned at 16 instead of 
the present-day 24, giving an awk- 
ward effect. War shots fall short, 
but other scenes are of distinct in- 
terest. Commentary is well handled, 
but it all adds up as something too 
exclusively British for outside ap- 
peal. Chic. 


TALK OF THE DEVIL 


(BRITISH MADE) 

Gaumont-British release of British & 
Dominions production. Stars Ricardo Cortez, 
Sally Eilers. Features Basil Sydney. Di- 
rected by Carol Reed. Story, Carol Reed, 
Anthony Kimmins; scenario, Anthony Kim- 
mins; additional dialog, George Barraud; 
phetography, Francis Carver; art direction, 
Wilfred Arnold; assistant director, James 
Knight; recording, A. Fisher; editors, 
Helen Lewis, Merrill White, John Morris; 
musical direction, Percival McKay; addl- 
tional numbers, Jack Southern; production 
manager. John Harlow. At Roxy, N. Y., 
week May 14, 37. Running time, 76 mins. 
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ME Aw W REE 504 54404 04004408066 Sally Eeilers 
Stephen Findlay .. ..... Basil Sydney 
John Findlay ...... --.-Randle Ayrton 
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English-made melodrama, which 
will have tough going at the b.o. 
Minus marquee strength, has no 
marketable theme to be plugged and 
won't get word-of-mouth, Probably 
slated for duals after: first run. 

Starting as though it were a char- 
acter drama, ‘Talk of the Devil’ 
-|for the first couple of reels looks 
‘| like a sleeper. Moves slowly, but 
‘|! with conviction and a nice sense of 
values. Interest builds steadily, 
chiefly through the character of an 
old ship-building official, persuasive- 
ly played by Randle Ayrton. With 
the fadeout of that character, how- 
ever, the film quickly subsides into 
-| routine melodrama and _ ultimately 
-| winds up as a hoke thriller. 
f Story concerns the ship-builder, 
supposed brother, his adopted 
t| daughter and the girl’s former 
American sweetheart, who visits 
England to discover her and rekin- 
r| dle the romance. After running his 
o| firm wisely and industriously for 
many years, the old man is swindled 
r| by his pseudo-brother and involved 
in a scandal of which he is inno- 
cent. He assumes the blame to pro- 
tect the firm. 

American unwittingly contributes 











mimicry to obtain some unau- 
thorized information. Old man com- 
it} mits suicide and the girl is suspected 
d|of mudering him. Swindler tries to 
it} silence the American by murdering 
him, but the latter dodges and uses 
his mimicry again to trap the vil- 
lain and save the girl. Yarn grows 
hokier near the close. 

As the ship-builder, Randle Ayrton 
is the mainspring of the impressive 
early scenes. Performance adds re- 
ality to the genuine character of 
It| the old man. An unknown to aver- 
age film audiences, Ayrton is a vet 
trouper from legit. Has poise, knows 
the value of understatement, has 
timing and a sense of emphasis. but 
lacks the personal lustre that makes 
a star. 

Surprise of the pre- yn is 
n| Ricardo Cortez as the American 


matic stuff, actor cashes in on sev- 
eral comedy bits in the early scenes. 
Is subsequently buried under the 
script and direction. Sally Eilers, 
as the girl of the story, is just an- 
other girl in films. Basil Sydney’s 
villain has the teeth-gritting tense- 
ness of typical English heavies. 
Direction is effective at the start, 
when Ayrton’s playing lends its 
eloquence. After that it becomes a 
plodding series of cliches. Photog- 
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raphy is unimaginative and fre- 
quently inexpressive. Hobe. 
Warne: Bros. production and _ release. 

Stars Josephine Hutchinson and George 
Brent. Directed by Michael Curtiz. Origi- 
nal, Norman Reilly Raine, Luci Ward; | 
| art directien, Max Parker; camera, Ernest | 
Haller; dialog direction, Sherry Shourds; 
musical direction, Leo F. Forbstein. At | 
Rialto, N. Y., week May 12, ‘37. Running | 
time, 82 mins | 
Ruth Har'tins......... Josephine Hutchinson | 
amt CORROTOR, «ok sckseoncs ews George Brent 
ee TOOPIORG, 0 és iwd cc ones cdsse Guy Kibbee 
| Evelyn Wayne.........--++: .Mona Barrie | 
} Jee Wiawiking. 26.2062. .....Robert Barrat | 
Phoebe Lamb..........« Margaret Hamilton } 
Horace Bamber........-.-- Robert McWade | 
Clem Biggars............s:::; Fuzzy Knight | 
ys eo eer rT Edward Pawley 
Meg Harkins............-- Elisabeth Risdon 
Bethie Hatikins..........Marcia Mae Jones 
Judge Crawley.........-.++- Granville Bates 
Die. Teese oc cccdecccces Russell Simpson 
Mra. Turnbull...............--Sibyl Harris 
Asaph Andersen............ Guy Wilkerson 





Hill-billy melodramatic of a lurid 
but unconvincing sort. Story, which 
seems to contain every hill country 
cliche known to man, covers plenty 
of territory, from the Edith Max- 
well father-killing case to child mar- 
riages in the deep south. None of.it, 
however, is cspecially arresting, for 
it is a script that plunges off in all 
directions at once. 

Norman Reilly Raine and Luci 
Ward have been unsparing in pro- 
viding plot detail, and the result is 
an involved program picture which 
seldom clicks. One doesn’t believe 
half the woes that befall the helpful 
heroine who gives her all in an ef- 
fort to establish a clinic in them thar 
hills. 

Jeff Harkins, girl’s pa, is an ornery 
cuss who socks his daughters at the 
slightest provocation. He is espe- 
cially resentful towards Ruth’s desire 
to be a local Florence Nightingale 
and her attraction to the city feller, 
who sends him to jail in a little gun- 
play fracas. But Jeff slaps Ruth 
once too often and the indignant 
daughter kills her father, in order 
that little Sister Bethie shall not 
have to become a child bride. 

In the murder trial which follows, 
Ruth Harkins receives a 25-year sen- 
tence (see the Maxwell case rec- 








ords). When the outraged townsfolk 
try to lynch the girl, it is the gal- 
lant George Brent who comes to the 
rescue once again. Off they fiy by 
plane to another state, where their 
marriage is followed by a governor 
refusing extradition. 

Josephine Hutchinson is earnest 
and effective as the much-harassed 
Ruth Harkins. George Brent is his 
usual self as the lawyer from up 
north, and Robert Barrat is grimly 
villainous as the evil father. Com- 
edy relief, of a sort, is provided by 
Guy Kibbee as the mountain medico 
and Margaret Hamilton as his com- 
pany-keeping mate. Elisabeth Ris- 
don is affecting as Ma Harkins and 
Marcia Mae Jones is excellent as 
Bethie. Others in smaller roles are 
Edward Pawley, Fuzzy Knight, Mona 
Barrie and Granville Bates. Michael 
Curtiz’ direction is workmanlike and 
some nice camera effects are in- 
cluded. Rowl. 


Man Spricht Uber 


Jacqueline 


(‘Talking About Jacqueline’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, April 24. 

Tobis-Cinema-Film release of Deka-Film 
production. Directed by Werner Hoch- 
baum. Book by Katrin Holland, Hoch- 
baum and F. D. Andam; production chief, 
Heinz Joachim Ewart; music, Anton 
Profes; camera, George Bruckbauer. At 
Alhambra and Tauentzienjpalast, Berlin, 
April 16, '37. Running time, 81 mins. 

Jacqueline Topelius .......... Wera Engels 


Michael Thomas......./ Albrecht Schoenhals 
rR rere rrr ee Sabine Peters 
Leslie Waddington...... Hans Zesch-Ballet 


Lionel Clark .Fritz Gensehow 





° (In German) 


little more than mishandle once more 
the talented Miss Peters and to put 
the final touch to the rapidly growing 
conviction that placing Schoenhals 
among Germany’s leading men is an 
awful boner. 

This Jacqueline yarn is so much 
drivel. Falling in love with Michael. 
a diplomat, she throws herself at 
him, and he, bitter cynic and 
woman-hater though he is, likes it 
and marries her. But her young life 
being already profusely decorated 
with affairs, the Paris press makes 
rather a lot of the marriage, using 
in it’s insinuations the initials J. T. 
Confronted by Michael, Jacqueline 
pawns it all off on her sister, June. 


seeing that the jig is up. goes to her 


jumping over the fourth floor rail- 
ing, where she waits dutifully till 
Michael appears to save her. 

Wera Engels is as good as circum- 
stances allow her to be. At least. 
she wears her duds well. 

‘Jacqueline’ lacks every ingredient 
that counts—even at the rural 











hero. Usually cast for heavy dra- 


wicket. 


Here is a pic that serves to do| 


——2 


FAREWELL AGAIN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, May 6. 


United Artists release of London Filme 
Erich Pemmer production. Stars 
Robson, Leslie Banks. Directed by Tim 
Whelan. Original, Wolfgang Wilhelm: 
screen play, Clemence Dane, Patrick Kir. 


Flora 





wan; camera, James Wong Howe, Hans 
Schneeberger. At Plaza, London, May 4 
’37. Runnire time, 84 mins. ? 
Colonel Blair..... eeeseseeeee- Leslie Ba 
Mrs. Blair....cccccsccscceces: Flora Robess 
Captain Reed...... @cccecess Sebastian Shaw 
Ann Harrison.....cccccess Patricia Hilliara 
Dt. Peayson...... eee eeeeeeeees J. H. Roberts 
Major Swayle...... etibececes Eliot Makeham 
BEPO.. BOOP Oss socks tccoes +++--.Martita Hunt 
ee ee eee .. Leonora Corbett 
Roddy Hammond..... -Anthony Bushell] 
COREE a cc cowecccccsose -.-Robert Newton 
SURES 0's 600 6448 bebe eds onda cas Rene Ray 
CRAM vv ceed eccerscaceases Robert Cochran 
Sergeant Brough............e.. Edward Lexy 
Mrs. Breugh.........0: 000s. - Mane’ G" Nei} 
Sergeant Major Billings....... Wally Pateh 
| Mrs. Billings.............Margaret Moffatt 
Ri: DA acct eaneeaac Gertrude Musgrove 
Compernl TIGric€&...cccsccccses: Billy Shine 
Ercan eke owe e nba been ode ean Alf Goddard 
eG) Ss 450 ceeedhcécatndec Edie Martin 
Qo er ree Edmund Willard 
Ds 9: #.0%4005800040 0600 4bRsean ons Phil Ray 


Mrs. Moore.. 


Seeedecseces Janet Burr 
. ae a 


eer Jerry Verno 
ee John Laurie 








Decidedly good entertainment for 
the intelligent, and equally accept- 
able for the general public. One of 
the best pictures ever made in this 
country. 

Some time ago a troopship arrived 
in England after years af foreign 
service, and with only a few hours’ 
leave, the soldiers were immediately 
ordered abroad again. This is the 
entire plot, and the picture is made 
up of multitudinous panoramic 
shots, entirely episodic, well direct- 
ed, brilliantly photographed, and 
with a cast of first-rate principals, 
supported by dozens of minor char- 
acters, all played by legitimate and 
firm artists of note in England. For 
example, Donald Calthrop, one of the 
best known character actors here, 
has only one line to speak in an 
equally brief scene, and is not even 
programmed. Praise for the fine 
work of the principals, without equal 
commendation for the bit parts, 
would be unfair criticism. 

Panoramic shots, which are a 
series of vignettes ingenously woven 
into an entertaining pattern, show 
the effect of new departure orders 
upon everybody on board. Sol- 


| diers’ entire lives are seriously up- 


set, and when it results in a free-for- 
all fight below decks, the Colonel 
goes down and tells the men they 
are no more put out than he. It 
develops his wife must leave the ship 
to undergo an eperation which may, 
or may not, prove fatal, but which, 
in any event, will not prolong her 
life beyond a brief spell. 

Each man has his own domestic 
problems, tragi@ or huriorous, as the 
case might be, and the minute details 
with which this is worked out are 
all very touchingly human. There 
are no villains and no outstanding 
heroes, but as these domestic prob- 
lems are visualized, audiences are 
certain to find many of them strike 
close to home. 

It ought to please the American 
public, despite the 100% British at- 
mosphere. Jolo. 


BILL CRACKS DOWN 


Republic release of William Berke pro- 
duction, Features Grant Withers, Beatrice 
Roberts, Ranny Weeks, Judith Allen, Wil- 
liam Newell, Directed by William Nigh, 
Story, Owen Francis, Morgam Cox; adapta- 
tion, Dorrell McGowan, Stuart McGowan; 
film editor, Edward Mann; camera, Wil- 
liam Nobles. At Strand, B’klyn; dual] bill, 
week May 13, '37. Running time, 61 mins. 







‘Tone’ Walker oecccccecccses Grant Withers 
PEL ETE Beatrice Roberts 
Bill Reardon ...... «.--Rarnny Weeks 
Elaine Witworth... .....-Judith Allen 
CO ee William Newell 
William Reardon ,. .-.- Pierre Watkin 
WONVES 6 cccccssscde ecceccece Roger Williams 
Mre: Witworth c.cccccscece Georgia Caine 
ROREG. 6 00:66 scesd aces eneeeeesas Greta Meyer 
PR VER ccscsedccesevessseecees Edgar Nerton 





‘Bill Cracks Down,’ which follows 
an ancient formula, is a very weak 
programmer and as the No, two 
feature on duals will be lending 
feeble support. 

Steel mill and an Algerian plot 
of the most commonplace variety, 
together with a poor cast and trite 
dialog, keep the picture from _ ever 
being more than bearable. Grant 
Withers and Beatrice Roberts top 
the undistinguished company, other 
players being Ranny Weeks, Judith 
Allen and William Newell. Nearest 
to real ability is shown by Miss 





But, she doesn’t kid him long and | 


sister’s apartment to end it all by| 


Allen, whose footage runs behind 
that given Miss Roberts. 
Story is anything but convincing, 
in addition to being careless and 
shoddy. Deals with the will of @ 
stupid steel man who leaves his 
mill in the hands of a dark-collared 
superintendent, who can’t even dic- 
tate a letter, with the understanding 
that he is to inherit it after one yea! 
unless the playboy son works under 
him for that period at any kind of 
work allotted. This provides the bas's 
for enmity between the playboy and 
the man his father left in charse 
of the plant. In the end, after they ve 
stolen each other’s girl, they kiss 
|and make up, getting their own 
| girls back. _ 
| Comedy is of little value, Ww" 
| little there is of it. William Newe" 
itries to get some laughs, but "> 
ino material. He has a raccoon C0«'. 
| however, which he wears W!’'' 


|others in the cast go hatless @)% 
vestless. Char. 
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YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK 


-}-Radio production and release, Fea- 
ve, Guat “Mevens, -fielen Mack. Die 
rected by Lew Landers; screenplay, Martin 
Mooney, Arthur T. Horman; original, Mar- 
tin Mooney; camera, J. Roy Hunt. At 
Palace, N. Y., week May 13, '37, double. 
Running time, 61 mins, 


. rj .»-Onslow Stevens 
AW crcveevercerreces ee 

awry yak patties megan .++... Helen Mack 
Paul .occocccesscccccecs -- Vinton Haworth 
JOAN ceveescecscceccece - Maxine Jennings 
Frank Brent ....-sseeeesss Paul Guilfoyle 
Bond ..cccccccecccceses Frank M. Thomas 
McGrath .eecececeeercceeens - Richard Lane 
Spike ..cceeeeeeceeerereeces - Murray Alper 
Mrs. White ....---+eeereees Hedda Hopper 
Fem cece cvcccccsecccevere Dudley Clements 
ANCE iccccccesecccsons + Margaret Fielding 
Mr. White ....--eeceseeeees George Irving 
Clerk isa ge ee'nes heb beaee . Barbara Pepper 
RiverS ccccsecscecssesrsoces Edgar Norton 
CHUCK eeocscerserrecsascoes Eddie Gribbon 
PUREY coccccsesccceveseeseeeee John Kelly 
Butch cooccrcceseccsseees Edward Gargan 


- —_— 


Lightweight entry that stresses the 
gambling angle contains a fluffy love 
yarn, a murder that is clear to every- 
body but the officials and is topped 
off with routine sleuthing, a court- 
room scene and surprise climax. It’s 
a bewildering pot-pourri but may get 
by on double programmers. Exhib- 
itor is not helped much in the matter 
of marquee names, however. 

Film is kaleidoscopical in plot de- 
velopment. It certainly keeps the 
auditors guessing as to what will 
turn up next. Yarn slowly plants the 
idea that a famed race-horse owner 
gathers in his coin by buying luck 
insurance. He figures if he has 
enough people wishing him well, his 
pony always will win, His pet theory 
includes buying gifts for a beautiful 
girl, because he believes she brings 
him victory at the track. 

Petite ltitle miss, assistant in an 
orphanage, changes his mind about 
this superstition, and wins his heart. 
But not before an _ incongruous 
orphan party is staged. Then, like a 
thunderclap, his former flame is 
murdered. Apparently this was done 
to bring in the courtroom scene and 
what little suspense there is in the 
film. Race-track devotee is convicted 
though innocent. He escapes to catch 
the real culprit, aided by former 
pals and his wife-to-be. ' ; 

This rather weird concoction is 
not improved by the direction, di- 
alogue and scripting, nor by out- 
standing performances. Only in some 
race track clips, and the suspenseful 
sleuthing at the tag end, does it 
gather much momentum. Production 
values are almost totally lacking or 
are carelessly flung together. 

Onslow Stevens does a fair job as 
the race king who thinks he must 
have luck to win, but is taxed by 
the incredulity of the role. Helen 
Mack looks fetching and comes 
through in her romantic scenes. Hed- 
da Hopper lends dignity to the pro- 
ceedings in the matron part. Maxine 
Jennings makes a likely gotd=dtgger. 
Vinton Haworth is an indecisive vil- 
lain. Lens job is typical of the whole 
picture—mediocre. Some of the 
close-ups are particularly bad. 

Wear. 


EPISODE 


(WITH SONGS) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 


Metropolis release of Gregor Rabinow!cz 
production, Stars Paula Wesseley. Story 
and direction, Walter Reisch. Music, Willi 
Schmidt-Gentwer; camera, Harry Stradling. 
At 55th St. Playhouse, N, Y., May 15, '37. 


“Running time, 99 mins, 

Varerie Gaertner ........:- Paula Wesseley 
ere irs ts eseeee-Karl Ludwig Diehl 
Torresani ..... O0'sd00666 Otto Tressler 
Frau Torresani..........Erika von Wagner 
Eugen Torresani......Wolf Dieter Tressler 
Toni Torresani...... Hans Jurgel ‘Tressler 
OE hb wk5 aKa 4446 bREOS Ren eae Friedl Czepa 


(In German, with English titles) 


This film doesn’t succeed in wholly 
avoiding the waltzy character of 
Viennese pictures, a fact which 
proves advantageous. Walter Reisch, 
megger and author of this film, is 
the writer who fashioned ‘Two 
Hearts in Waltz Time,’ and ‘Masque- 
rade in Vienna,’ Here he takes a 
shallow story and makes it humor- 
ous and romantic by his deft han- 
dling of contributory incidental situ- 
ations. 

In the main, Reisch has taken his 
plot in matter-of-fact fashion and 
this should satisfy the arty cog- 
noscenti but not the general public, 
although the English titles are quite 
literately put and even the German 
dialog is simple and fluid. 

Reisch’s backgrounds are Vienna’s 
Post-war period and the jazz hysteria 
which ruled this era. Valerie’s moth- 
er loses her savings through the 
failure of a bank, and the girl re- 
solves to take care of things. So 
She meets a white-haired art dealer, 
Who, believe it or not, has only altru- 
istic intentions when making a 
proposition. Valerie has the bird 
figured wrong but yields to him 
because of her desperate financial 
plight. 

A handsome ex-officer is tutor to 
the aged art dealer’s two growing 
sons. Although apparently grown up. 
Reisch elects to regard them as still 
in the precocious adolescent state. 
Lads keep muddling things up for 
everybody until the situation gets 
So bad that only a good result must 
be had. 

That's Reisch’s keynote and, while 
he treks for his happy ending, he 
takes a moment here and there to 
dash a bit of sex in, without being 
Crude about it. 

But Reisch is tactful as well as 
understanding and for Frau Torre- 
Sanl, the art dealer’s wife, he has 





selected Erika von Wagner, a state- 
ly, motherly type, who knows and 
suffers. In the end, it is the wife 
who proves to be the key of the 
situation, and of course, helps to 
straighten out everything. 

This is where Reisch falls back 
on the old Vinnese formula, waltz 
finale, and it works pretty good. 

Paul Wesseley as Valerie gives a 
straightforward performance. Miss 
Wesseley uses no personality tricks, 
relying successfully on her ability 
to perform expressively the char- 
acter she plays. Karl Ludwig Diehl 
is also an ingratiating performer. 
He fits the sentimentally heroic role 
which he has here. No less may b< 
said for the rest of the cast. 

Photographically, Reisch has limit- 


ed himself to almost bare back- 

. “ * . ’ 7 > ae 4 

grouawy, vul Uhese are CITE CT RR =F 
Shan, 


GLAMOROUS NIGHT 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 
London, May 2. 
Associated 3ritish Picture Corporation 
(B.I.P.) production and release. Stars Mary 
Ellis, Otto Kruger; features Victor Jory, 
Barry Mackay. Directed by Brian Desmond 


Hurst. Adapted from Ivor Novello’s play, 
by Dudley Leslie, Hugh Brooke, William 
Freshman; music and lyrics, lvor Novello, 
Christopher Hassall; camera, Fritz Arno 
Wagner. At Regal, London. Running 
time, 65 mins. 

Sn, SUE secede sneda dons an Mary Ellis 
ee errr Otto Kruger 
Anthony Allam o......ccecee Barry Mackay 
BATON Tiadell gcccccccccsscs Victor Jory 
SIONUNEE. s.0'seaeGed CR ees 4640 . Trefor Jones 
SMO BEROMTO 662060 00% Anthony lHolles 
DONE 44303 404000440400 0% Maire O'Neill 
oo ae re Charles Carson 
BPTOUIRS 9 6546060054840650000 Felix Ayimer 
Angus Macklintoch.......... Finlay Currie 


An elaborate production, judged 
by average B. I. P. standards, and 
with the prestige of the prosperous 
Drury Lane theatre run, indications 
point to generally popular appeal 
in this country, especially in the 
provinces. Its future in America, 
however, is negligible. 

One of the biggest of Ivor Novel- 
lo’s musical and melodramatic stage 
successes, and with the added time- 
liness of the recent royal abdication. 
When originally written it bore a 
resemblance to the story of King 
Carol of Rumania and Mme. Lu- 
pescu, but present-day audiences 
will conjure up the later romance. 

Main general criticism is that the 
picture falls short of a super, and 
is too elaborate for a programmer. 
Director appears to have done all 
that was possible with the facilities 
at his command, but these were not 
sufficient. Crowds were sparing, as 
were all the big scenes, and photog- 
raphy is flat and unimpressive. 
Quick-moving continental tempera- 
ment is not created; 
appears to be British stolidity. 

No small portion of this is due to 
the absence of any fiery tempera- 
ment on the part of Mary Ellis, in 
the role of a gypsy girl with whom 
the king is infatuated to the extent 
that he is willing to give up his 
throne. She gives no illusion of be- 
ing a Romany, even when attired in 
native costume. 

Otto Kruger, as the king, is ex- 
cellent, showing the requisite touch 
of sentimental weakness of character 
to make the audience sympathetic. 
Barry Mackay, as the young Eng- 
lishman who saves the life of the 
gypsy girl, turns in a manly per- 
formance of the role originated by 
Ivor Novello, Victor Jory is a com- 
petent villainous dictator, and Finlay 
Currie has the only comedy role, 
that-of an imperturbable beer-drink- 
ing Scotsman. Jolo. 





Romance and Riches 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Grand National release of Garrett Klement 
production. Stars Cary Grant Features 


Mary Brian. Directed by Alfred Zeisler. 
Story. E. Phillips Oppenheim; adaptation, 
John T.. Balderston; camera, Otto Heller; 
assistant director, Pat Walker; production 
manager, Frank Wills; film editor, Merrill 
White; art direction, David Rawnsley; dia- 
jog director, Charles Lincoln; music com- 
position, Werner Bachman, At Strand, 
Brooklyn, week May 5, ‘37, on dual, tun- 
ning time, 56 mins. 

Ernest BliSs.....-..cccceeeeeee: Gary Grant 
FYRNCEB sc ccc cccccccvccccccccecssa ‘ary Brian 
Sir James Aldroyd........ Teter Gawthorne 
Lord Honiton..........- ... Henry Kendall 
Dorrington. ..... 0c eee eee ewens Leon M. Lion 
MAGROTS. o ccsccccccsccscesss John Turnbull 
CRA WEY. cccccccssccscsccccesed Arthur liardy 
ey isevin tt 64 0iees Iris Ashley 
ThE BUYER oc occecccscccccee.s Garry Maren 
Giuseppe. ..ceecceeerere! Andrea Malandrinos 
MOTERRES ic ccceccccrscvcest Alfred Wellesley 
Mrs, Heat... ccccscsssscccses Marie Wright 
Mra. Mott. ...ccccsccccccesesess Buena Rent 
BPREOE. cp ccecercoctetsersese Charles Farrell 
Bill Rromsom....ccccccccscssess Hiall Gordon 
COWES. cc cccccccesccces Quinton MacPherson 


British production released through 
Grand National is rubber stamp 
stuff, with neither vitality nor lustre. 
It could be a rehash of any one of 
several hundred previous pics. Vir- 
tually a series of laboriously traced 
stock situations. But in each case 
only the form is caught, while the 
atmosphere or feeling escape. : 

So, when the rich young idler is 
shamed by his physician into getting 
a job and trying to make something 
worth while of himself, the setup 
looks phony. When the incognito 
youth meets the poor but earnest 
secretary, even the customer asleep 
in the back row knows the answer 
and doesn't believe a word of it. 

Attempt is made to inject life into 
the yarn by dragging in fantastic 
plot complications. ; 

Cary Grant, Mary Brian and others 
in the cast play as though they real- 
ized too well the thickness of the fog 
around them. Alfred Zeisler’s direc- 


instead there |} 





tion befits the surroundings. Hobe. 


Venus Makes Trouble 


Columbia release of Wallace McDonald 
production, Features James Dunno, Patri- 
cia Ellis, Gene Morgan, Thursion Hall, 
Astrid Allwyn. Directed by Gordon Wiles. 
Story and adaptation, Michael L. Simmons: 
film editor, James Sweeney; camera, Lu- 
cien Hubbard, At Strand, B’klyn, dual, 
week May 13, '37, Running time, 5S mins. 


REE MEMUANEL 50. Kiy's'< cota tc bv eae James Dunn 
ee, SN Ss de oK0 a ok -«+-Patricia Ellis 
e.g ree Gene Morgan 
Harlan Darrow...... Thurston Hall 
Ruth Milner: ......<.. ... Beatrice Curtis 
ey eae ++» Donald Kirk 
iy ao " ae --+eee Astrid Allwyn 
Kenneth Rowland...... Thomas Chatterton 
Ae ee” Spencer Charters 
Howard Clark......cce0. Howard Hickman 
District Attomey...........- Charles Lane 

Tiresome, never-changing James 
Dunn, for whom stories seldom 
shangs,e.‘ter, this time is a_hot- 
ait’ artist who goes from a ques- 


tionable exploitation rep in a small 
town to a big merchandising posi- 





tion in New York, making the tran- | 


sition over-night. It’s another dubi- 
ous success story for Dunn, which 
will be dubious box-office. Duals 
are its market, but as the secondary 
feature. 

Michael Simmons’ story follows 
the lines of least resistance, with 
the main plot and central character 
obviously patterned for Dunn. It'd 
be good seeing Dunn in something 
else for a change. His record for 
putting things over is perhaps an 
all-time high. 

After the action has 


left what's 


called Pawling, Pa., where Dunn 
puts on a stunt for a new theatre 


and a local bank, it moves into New 
York and there, with no apparent 


competition, he becomes the mer- 
chandising promotional wizard of 
the century. It’s more silly than 


amusing. Love interest is developed 
in an ordinary, but wholesome, man- 
ner. 

Dunn has Patricia Ellis opposite 
him, with Gene Morgan supporting 
as a comedy character. Morgan is 
pretty good as a comic and, with 
better material, will show something. 
Others who are okay are Thurston 
Hall as a banker; Donald Kirk as a 
land sharper, and Astrid Allwyn 
as his ally. Char, 


VICE RACKET 


Al Dezel production and state rights re- 


lease. Features Martha Chapin, Wheeler 
Oakman, Bryant Washburn, Jay Sheridan 
At Liberty, Lincoln, Running time, 70 
minutes. 

“NON 666-04 C8 60c00eeRs Martha Chapin 
ei) Wheeler Oakman 
MEN s sé cd eeuctetenceaesé Bryant Washburn 
2... SPPPVITTT eee eee Jay Sheridan 
| POPFSPTTTCTT TLE er ys ee Vera Stedman 
RIOTIET 6.0 0 0060600060 cevedetesene rd Keane 
rere rer yet eee tobert Frazer 
GOO aids 5 6N.6046004680800R08 Gaston Glass 
bi | PESOTT Terre ery rT ery Florence Dudley 


PTT TT ETL TTTiTTiTe Kiddie Laughton 


Money is the goal of this Sex piece, 
and it’ll get it for those houses whose 
rep can stand the rap. 

Story claims origination from the 
trial testimony of Charlie Luciano’s 
vice ring members, although it’s the 
old claptrap about good girls going 
bad. Direction sound, and perform- 
ance is almost delirious enough to be 
comedy, and no doubt a 50-50 chunk 
of the audience wi" treat it so. 

Camera chased all over the place 
to be sensational, with shots when 
they’re clad only in stepins, chorines 
in the floor shows, strip shots with 
the stripper out of the camera range 
and throwing shoes, stockings, un- 
mentionables, etc., into scene. 

Martha Chapin is the No. 1 
woman. Starts as the good wife of a 
good doctor, and ends as the bad 
wife come home with a seared soul. 
Her drama is atrocious, and her 
emotional display amusingly hammy. 
Wheeler Oakman is the top man in 
the vice syndicate, although a penny- 
ante operatcr compared to the man 
he’s supposed to emulate. He's as- 
sisted by Bryant Washburn and Vera 
Stedman. Robert Frazer is the gent 
with a heart like all outdoors, who 
takes the erring wife back to his 
bosom. Eddie Laughton, erstwhile 
straight for the Three Stooges, is a 
dive keeper. Everybody is good at 
leering. 

Picture may have trouble in 
spots, getting around the censors or 
local purification authorities. Man- 
agers will have a tough time selling 
the idea that its sole purpose is to 
point a moral. Barn. 





MEYER BICYCLING 


Hollywood, May 18. 

B. P. Schulberg has signed Torben 
Meyer to a role in ‘Let’s Talk of 
Love.’ 

Meyer will complete his current 
assignment in 20th-Fox’s ‘Thin Ice’ 
before taking on the Schulberg com- 
mitment, following which he returns 
to 20th-Fox for ‘Lancer Spy.’ 





‘Parole’ Lederer, Carroll 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Madeleine Carroll and _ Francis 





Lederer get top spots in ‘Lovers on | 


Parole,’ which goes into production 
at Columbia next week. 
Elliott Nugent will direct. 





Educational’s Atlanta Tot 
Atlanta, Ga., Mav 18. 
Catherine Dittig, 13, entrained last 
week for Hollywood. 
Young dancer is under contract to 
Educational. 








Inside Stuf—Pictures 


Pathe News attempted a novel stunt last week in an effort to grab a 
beat on competitors on the Coronation coverage. Used what it described 
as ‘word pictures’ and radio-photos in its special on the event. Photo- 
graphed typical groups listening to the radio and then apparently tuned 
in on a radio carrying National Broadcasting Co.'s relay from England of 
the British Broadcasting Co. broadcast of the services. 

Earlier portion of this was muffled almost to the point of non-recogntion, 
but the subsequent speech by King George, delivered in the afternoon, 
was a faithful reproduction of the original broadcast. This was picked up 
in this country in transcription form by one or more stations for re- 
broadcast that night. 

tadio-photographs, which were transmitted from London by much the 








Same process as is employed on wirephotos, were well reproduced in 
tne Free: put” were’ ehlitely “STWit. They “were “Wistar Phe ss 
tures of photographs. Screen enlargement, oddly enough, did not accen- 


tuate the usual line effect visible in newspaper cuts. 
National Broadcasting was given full credit for the radio reproduction, 
while RCA was given a plug for the radio-photos. 


With numerous major companies striving for better contract deals from 
exhibitors wherever the traffic will bear it this season, the checking fa- 
cilities employed by the various distributors are assuming more importance 
than ever. Salesmen going out into the field are {fortified with certified 
and checked figures as to what all important features did in specific 
theatres. It is their main standby.in case of disputes as to how certain 
stars draw and various subjects go at the front window. 

Checking of theatre tickets and gross receipts on important percentage 
engagements primarily enables the distributor to halt any attempt at 
trimming figures by chiseling exhibitors, who feel justified because they 
are playing on percentage arransements. However, the fundamental 
reason is that it prepares a wealth of accurate data that goes out with 
the sales force when setting new product deals. 

These figures supply the clincher for salesmen in any question regard- 
ing what a feature grossed. Also they furnish what amounts to an answer 
which cannot be refuted by the theatre manager. 

Special reports and papers to be read at the spring convention of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers in Hollywood, May 24-28, indicate 
greater acceleration during 1936 in research and development of pictures 
and techniques than since the first few years after sound was introduced. 
Sessions on May 24, 25 and 27, when members will confer with Coast 
technical experts, are tabbed the most important. Universal, Metro and 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arig and Sciences will be hosts on 
these evenings. 

Television will be treated in detail one night of the convention, when 
Ralph R. Beal, Radio Corp. of America research supervisor, will relate 
the strides taken by his company in its test programs during the past 
year. New color process developed by Agfa-Ansco Corp. will be described 
for the first time at another meeting. 

Frank J. Harris, over the week end named GOP chairman for Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania, is president of the Harris Amusement Co., operate 
ing 14 film houses in Western Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan. Active 
head, however, is his nephew, John H. Harris. Elder Harris is, and has 
been for years, a political big-wig in Pittsburgh. He served as state sen- 
ator for 10 years before going down to defeat last November in the Roose- 
velt landslide, even at that running ahead of his party. He is a brother 
of the late Senator John P. Harris, who founded the original Harris circuit, 
which Warners bought out in 1929. He began immediately to assemble 
a new chain, since his nephew at that time was forbidden by terms of the 
Warner sale to engage in private theatrical enterprises again for five vears. 

With production supervision over ‘Broadway Melody of '36,’ ‘Captains 
Courageous’ just opened on a roadshow basis, and the fortheming ‘Broad- 
way Melody of ’37,’ the importance of Sam Katz, Metro studio executive 
under Louis B. Mayer is greatly increased. When he first joined Metro, 
Katz was placed in charge of ‘B’ pictures. 

He is one of the few theatre executives to become a producer. While 
still with Par as president of Publix Theatres, he took six months’ leave 
at the request of Adolph Zukor to assume charge of the Par studio in an 
emergency, his first experience with picture-making. 


Paramount News property, plus two adjoining lots, in West 43rd street, 
N. Y., is to be offered for sale by Par following removal of the newsreel 
to the Astoria, L. I, studio. Par has already moved its warehouse from 
the 43rd street site to Astoria. 

Because of the inaccessibility of Astoria, arrangements may be made 
to keep cameramen in New York so that they can get to assignments 
quicker, although every other newsreel activity would be concentrated 
across the river. 





Night baseball continues to be a summer nightmare for exhibitors in 
smaller cities, where minor league baseball officials have made the 
nocturnal contest an important part of their schedules. 

Theatre managers who have faced this new competition for the last 
six or seven years now have come to regard it as a legitimate form of 
competition. All they can hope for is a break on playdates so that 
strong attractions are spotted to enable them to cash in big when the 
home teams are on the road. 


Director John Ford is working principals in the cast of Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s ‘The Hurricane’ in a huge tank on the United Artists lot. Synthetic 
lagoon contains 981,000 gallons of water spread over about two acres. 
Wind machines are used to whip the surface up into semblance of a furious 
storm, in which dramatic sequences are being filmed. Facing the cameras 
are Mamo Clark, Dorothy Lamour, Jon Hall and Raymond Massey. 


‘Turn Off the Moon,’ budgeted by Paramount as a ‘B’ picture, is being 
given numerous ‘A’ dates by the Par theatres. It is the first picture to 
be produced by Miss Fanchon, who, on its completion, was renewed for 
another musical. Miss Fanchon, of Fanchon & Marco, brought the picture 
in at $40,000 under the budget, which was reported to be $400,000. Pic- 
ture opens at the Paramount, N. Y. today (Wed.). 

Paramount newsreel has given Tommy Craven a regular job as a result 
of his catching some of the best shots of the Hindenburg disaster. Photog 
had been doing relief and extra-duty work for Par for some time. He 
was sent to Lakehurst in the belief there was just some routine reelage 
to be ground when the airship nosed into its hangar, other staff shooters 
being on other assignments. 





Top rental to United Artists on any picture on a three-weeks’ engage- 
ment was taken out of the Music Hall, N. Y., on ‘Star Is Born,’ UA’s bit 
being $80,000. Picture went 21 days at the house, grossing $284,000. On 
the three weeks’ run of ‘Wake Up and Live,’ which grossed $152,000, the 
rental to 20th-Fox was $38,000. Pictures ran against each other same 
three weeks. 

Survey of the Southern California area by Paramount discloses that 
‘Waikiki Wedding,’ Bing Crosby starrer with Bob Burns, is harvesting 
heaviest grosses of any pic turned out by the company in the last five 
years. Par’s previous top grosser was ‘The Big Broadcast’ and before that 
‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine.’ 





Film Art Studios, which took over the old Edison plant in the Bronx, 
N. Y., will not itself produce, as was understood, but proposes renting 
stage space for indies. Several producers are at present negotiating, 
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20th again demonstrates its show shrewdness by putting . . 
Robert Taylor in a strong, virile, he-man role of a young naval 
officer brave enough to defy disgrace...and by giving Barbara 
Stanwyck a part that for the first time offers full sway to her 
x emotional fire. These real-life sweethearts respond with per- 
formances that will have the whole world talking about the 
new Robert Taylor, the new Barbara Stanwyck. But so sweep- 





ing is the production's theme that its dramatic scope and im- 4 
pact surmount even the brilliant individual efforts of its cast! Ke 


ROBERT BARBARA 


TAYLOR-STANWYCK 


in 





























at his mightiest 


BRIAN DONLEVY SIDNEY BLACKMER 
JOHN CARRADINE ALAN DINEHART 
DOUGLAS FOWLEY ROBERT McWADE 
FRANK CONROY SIG RUMANN 


Directed by WILLIAM A. SEITER 


Associate Producer Kenneth Macgowan. Original screen play by Allen 
Rivkin and Lamar Trotti. Songs of mood and emotion by Gordon & Revel. 
Dances staged by Jack Haskell 


DARRYL F. ZANUCK in Charge of Production THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.), 


COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing conrpanies for 
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ih OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
} RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
4/2/37 MOTOR MADNESS H. L. Decker Col Com-Dr D. Wilsen-C. Quigley D, R. Lederman 61 5/5 
oe RACKETEERS IN EXILE Col Col Melodrama Bancroft-Venable E. C. Kenton 66 4/14 
BACKSTAGE H. Wilcox GB Drama Nagel-Tracy H. Wilcox 
GIRL LOVES BOY B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 73 4/28 
} HITTIN’ THE TRAIL E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
Ly SONG OF THE CITY L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lindsay E. Taggert 73 5/5 
F MAN WHO FOUND HIMSELF C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J*Fontaine L. Landers 67 4/14 
3 LIGHTNING CRANDALL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
mn MIDNIGHT TAXI M. Feld 20th Melodrama Dinehart-Donlevy E. Forde 69 4/7 
fi HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT W. Wanger UA Rom-Com Boyer-Arthur F. Borzage 97 3/31 
1 WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG R. Presnell U Rom-Com V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr 75 4/21 
; MEN IN EXILE WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J. Travis J. Farrow 58 5/5 
4 4/9/37 TWO GUN LAW Col Col Melodrama Charles Starrett L. Barsha 
oP ka Aine THE GOLD RACKET Condor GN Western C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier 66 
ie GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD E. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola 
he id TOO MANY WIVES W. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes 61 4/28 
1 SOLDIER AND LADY P. Berman RKO Melodrama A. Walbrook-E. Allen G. Nichols 83 4/14 
} JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen 7 5/12 
T FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog 80 
ye MARKED WOMAN - WB WB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon 96 4/14 
Be 4/16/37 TWO WHO DARED E. Frenke GN Drama Sten- Wilcoxon E. Frenke 
’ : MAN IN THE MIRROR J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Herton-G. Tobin M. Elvey 
| ROMEO AND JULIET I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor 130 10/26 36 
i WAY OUT WEST H. Roach MGM Comedy Laurel-Hardy J. Horne 64 5/5 
Y HILLS OF OLD WYOMING H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt 7 
+B INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell 77 5/12 
ie OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT R. Sisk RKO Western P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne 70 5/5 
ie GUNS IN THE DARK A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield 
a NAVY BLUES B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme: R. Staub 68 5/12 
STEP LIVELY, JEEVES J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde 67 4/7 
LET THEM LIVE E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young 
THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King 60 4/21 
CALL IT A DAY WB WwB Comedy De Haviland-Ian Hunter A. Mayo 89 5/12 
4/23/37 I PROMISE TO PAY M. Connolly Col Drama C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrillo D. R. Lederman 68 3/3 
SPEED TO SPARE R. Cohn Col Melodrama C. Quigley-D. Wilson L. Hillyer 
THUNDER IN CITY Atlantic Col Com-Dr E. G. Robinson-L. Deste M. Gering 86 4/28 
SILENT BARRIERS GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner 82 3/31 
KILLERS OF THE SEA R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Capt. W. Casswell R. Friedgen 
GOOD OLD SOAK H. Stromberg MGM Drama W. Beery-J. Beecher R. Thorpe 67 4/28 
NOBODY’S BABY H. Roach MGM Comedy P. Kelly-R. Armstrong G. Meins 
KING OF GAMBLERS R. Florey Par Drama A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C. Trevor Robert Florey 
WOMAN I LOVE A. Lewis RKO Rom-Dr Muni-Hopkins A. Litvak 85 4/21 
HIT PARADE N. Levine Rep Musical F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins 80 
WAKE UP AND LIVE K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Faye-Haley S. Lanfield 91 4/28 
ELEPHANT BOY A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty 81 4/7 
TOP OF THE TOWN L. Brock U Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert R. Murphy 86 3/31 
NIGHT KEY R. Presnell U Mystery B. Karloff-J. Rogers L. Corrigan 68 4/21 
MOUNTAIN JUSTICE WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz 82 5/19 
4/30/37 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR Col Col Action C. Quigley-M. Keith C. C. Coleman 
KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle C. Hardwicke-R. Young R. Stevenson 
JUGGERNAUT J. Hagen GN Melodrama Boris Karloff H. Edwards 
NIGHT MUST FALL H. Rapf MGM Comedy R. Montgomery-R. Russell J. W. Ruben 115 5/5 
MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW L. McCarey Par Comedy V. Moore-P. Hall L. McCarey 91 5/12 
YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK M. Cohen RKO Comedy O. Stevens-H. Mack L. Landers 61 5/19 
ROOTIN’ TOOTIN’ RHYTHM A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-Armida M. E. Wright 
ESCAPE FROM LOVE L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen E. Forde 
THAT I MAY LIVE S. Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Robert Kent Alan Dwan 70 5/12 
A STAR IS BORN D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr. Gaynor-March W. Wellman lll 4/28 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Rom-Dr, Dietrich-Denat J. Feyder 
CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD T. Carr U Action J. Wayne-L. Latimer A. Lubin 65 
MELODY FOR TWO WB WB Musical J. Melton-P. Ellis Louis King 
7/37 FRAME UP R. Cohn Col Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 
5/1) THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf MGM Rom-Dr S. Tracy-Tone-G. George W. S. VanDyke 93 5/19 
SHALL WE DANCE? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandrich 111 §/12 
GUN SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston J. Kane : 
GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th Com-Dr A. Menjou-L. Young E. H. Griffith 84 5/5 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST S. Lesser 20th Western P. Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur H. Bretherton 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Goldwyn UA Comedy Hopkins-McCrea John Blystone 7 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED E. M. Asher U Com-Dr J. Boles-D. Nolan E. Buzzell 16 
PRINCE AND PAUPER WB WB Rom-Dr. E. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Keighley 115 8/12 
5/14/37 VENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Col Com-Dr J. Dunn-P., Ellis j / 
Saad NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Drama A. Lee-J. Loder-D. Tester rh Fs. ve me 
j FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stanley Irving 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. J. Cohn MGM Melodrama M. Evans-H, Daniell Sietz 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Comedy C. Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler "1 
BEHIND HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson 57 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Com W. Brennan-M. Brian ; 
MICHAEL O’HALLORAN H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl Brown 65 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. Darwell-S. Rumann J. Tinling 
DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruze 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Lee 87 4/21 
OH, DOCTOR E. Grainger U Comedy E. E. Horton-Eve Arden Ray McCarey 
CHEROKEE STRIP WR WB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE B. Foy WB Rom-Com J. Muir-B. MacLane Louis King 
DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Meller R. Dix-J. Perr 
5/21/37 SING, COWBOY, SING E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter RR. go 
A DAY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Rom-Com Marx Bros. S. Wood 
PICK A STAR - Hal Roach MGM Musical J. Haley-P. Kelly-Laurel and E. Sedgwick 
Hard 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par Par Musical R. Karns-H. "Derene E. A. Dupont 76 
THERE GOES MY GIRL W. Sistrom RKO Comedy  G.Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Holmes Bis 
COME ON, COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone 
WINGS OVER HONOLULU E. M Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 80 
THE GO GETTER Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise B. Berkeley 92 
/ LEAGUE OF FRIGHTENED MEN E. Chodorov Col Drama I. Hervey-W. Connoll 
5/28/37 GANGWAY GB. GB Musical J. Matthews-B. Mackay ginnie’ tte 
HOLLYWOOD COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C. Parker-E. Scott 
I MET HIM IN PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com Celbert-Melvyn Douglas- W. Ruggles 106 
THIS IS MY AFFAIR K. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B. Stanwyck- A. Seiter 
UNDER THE RED ROBE R_T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 
DREAMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner 
THE MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 60 
KID GALLAHAD WB WEB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 105 
/ RECKLESS RANGER Col Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Benne 
6, 4 37 BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Geonter 
PARNELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Loy John Stahl 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pai Par Comedy L. Carrillo-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 66 
MISSUS AMERICA Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Broderick-V. Moore Joseph Santley 
DOOMED AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Buu Steele Sam Newfield eT _ 
ANGEL’S HOLIDAY J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling : 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 20th Western Richard Arlen-Ricardo Cortez How’d Breth’ton 
WLEN THIEF MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 
THE WILDCATTER Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colton-J. Rogers Ray McCarey 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP WB WB Mystery D. Woods-Ann Dvorak W. Clemens 
6/11.37 ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Cel Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 
/ EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 
THE GREAT GAMBINI B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J. Trent C. Vidor 
TOAST OF NEW YORK E. Small RKO Drama E. Arnoid-C. Grant R. V. Lee 
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 
SLIM WB WB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 85 
BLAZING SIXES WB WB Western D. Foran-H. Valkis Noe! Smith ” 
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| EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sargent | 





‘Dance’ Contest 


Among plenty of other stunts used 
by Bill Brown, of the Albee, Provi- 
dence, was a skate estimate to tie in 
to the skate stuff in ‘Shall We Dance. 
About 2,000 were placed in a win- 
dow with the usual rewards for the 
closest estimate. 

In return for two one sheets on the 
Astaire broadcast, the local Packard 
dealers paid for time for two 30- 
word broadcasts. Other good stunts 
were special three sheets for three 
hotels, special painted signs for three 
clubs, many windows and. Astaire 
sandwiches and Rogers sundaes. 








Ran It Up 


DiPesa-Longo trio flacking Loew’s | 
State and Orpheum, Boston, did | 
plenty on ‘Personal Appearance.’ | 


Best bet was putting two runners | 
out to cover the last two miles of a 
Marathon race. 
Boys had cards on their backs an- | 
nouncing ‘We are running to see 
Jean Harlow,’ etc. Covered the route 


pack and drew first attention. 





‘Horizon’ in Tokyo 
Tokyo. 

Columbia went overboard on ex- 
ploitation of ‘Lost Horizon,’ cur- 
rently day and dating Hibiya Eiga 
Gekijo and Toyoko Eiga Gekijo. 

Besides almost a full page in the 
vernacular dailies, a special section 
in the English language Japan Ad- 
vertiser and city-wide distrib. of 
five-color hangers, the co. induced a 
popular news pictorial to include 
several scenes from the film in their 
regular issue this week, which 
posted in 
dows. 


is 
thousands of store win- 





Filled the Cup 


Charlotte, N. C. 

At a meeting last week at Wash- 
ington of Warner Bros. theatre man- 
agers throughout the Washington 
district Don Nichols, manager of the 
Broadway theatre here, was awarded 
a silver cup for the best circuit ex- 
ploitation in 1936. When presented 
the cup was overflowing with silver 
dollars—an additional award made 
by George A. Crouch, assistant War- 
ner Bros. zone manager. 





W-K Seek Good Will 
Spartansburg, S. C., May 18. 

Good will and not gags to congest 
the box office now and then is the 
long suit of the Wilby-Kincey houses 
here. 

City Manager Bob Talbert figures 
that good will in the city and en- 
virons is an annual asset for the 
houses, whereas _ flash-in-the-pan 
ideas cook only one night and then 
fade out. 

The Carolina staged its annual co- 
operative Clean-Up Week special 
show a few days ago. Afternoon edi- 
tions reported 3 big truckloads of 
old tin cans—brought to the theatre 
by kids as admission—were trucked 
away to the city incinerator while 
hundreds of youngsters enjoyed ani- 
mated cartoons and comedies for 
more than an hour. 

For Mother’s Day the Carolina had 
as its guests aged inmates of the 
Georgia Cleveland home—for two 
automobile tours of the ‘city in closed 
cars, a show and refreshments at the 


city’s largest restaurant—and flow- 
ers! 


| for 


about seven minutes ahead of 7 
| 
| 





State had all mothers 60 or over as 
guests for a show and stood treat at | 
a restaurant for refreshments. | 

State school for deaf and blind | 
children is located near the city and | 
frequently State has many of these | 
Pupils as guests at special shows. 

The W-K houses have stopped 
bank nites and other splurge stunts 
and have gone in straight for the 
800d will angles. 





Reverse Chinese 


Detroit. 
_Chinese banners, carrying linguis- 
tic salvos about ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
and hung from lanterns in Cass the- 
atre lobby, were turned upside down 
following opening night. 

Prof. O. G. Starret, of West Chins 
Union college, attending opening 
performance, informed Manager 
Harry McKee that signs were hang- 
Ing in reverse order. 











All Cricks Won Prizes 

Washington. 

Taking tip from current Old Gold | 
Picture puzzle contest, Frank La 
Falce, Gap WB exploiter, pulled sim- | 
ilar gag on local drama eds and 
Copped plenty space. Roy Schatt, 
V5 artist, drew set of nine cartoons 
tied in with ‘Wings of Morning’ and 
hey were sent, one a day, to five 
Scribes, All were invited to compete 
for prizes for best solutions, although 
they were told in advance they would 
Set prizes anyway. Pic being bal- 
lied wasn’t disclosed and not one | 
£uessed right until eighth day when 
routine readers came through and } 
Bave it away. Readers were signal 
for each scribe to blast announce- 
ment that he had found solution, 


which didn’t hurt pic at all, Prizes 
were quarts of Irish whiskey. 

Warner office also tried new pol- 
icy in opening Calvert, new nabe, 
last week with ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
full week before it bowed in down- 
town. Past practice has been to open 
with pic night before it premiered at 
major spot. Not having WB pic 
same week, however, it was decided 
to play single performance of ad- 
vance show as opener. 

Not new, but proving again that it 
has it all over handbills or especially 
printed toy-newspapers. was gag of 
Loew's Palace iast week in buying 
1,000 copies of final edition of Daily 
News, tab, and imprinting red ink ad 
‘A Star Is Born’ on front page. 


Crowns and Twins 


Seattle. 
For ‘Prince and Pauper’ (FN) the 
5th Ave. made much of coronation 


| scenes of King Henry V, featured in 


the Mark Twain story. Local British 
Society on May 12 had big corona- 
tion observance, crowning a queen 
and also having street parade with 
bagpipes, winding up at Fifth ave. 
Contest of twins in Seattle was 
conducted in conjunction wth Post- 
Intelligencer, due to Mauch Twins in 
pix. Prizes given best looking, most 
alike, most freckled, oldest and 
youngest pair, this being free ducats 


|! for balance of month at Fifth. P. I. 


ran daily cuts just prior and during 
showing of pix, showing Seatile’s 
twins. About 125 twins entered con- 
test. 
Taxis, Too 
Charlotte, N. C. 

The Kincey-owned Carolina, Im- 
perial and State here, cooperating 
with the Charlotte News, entertained 
all mothers over 60 years of age who 
would visit the three theatres, as a 
Mother’s Day buildup. 

The News carried a coupon that 
could be clipped and signed by any 
mother 60 or older. The Yellow Cab 
company also cooperated by taking 
the mothers to the theatres. The 
coupon served as a taxi pass as well 
as a theatre pass. 

More than 200 mothers made use 
of the offer. Ten of these were 75 
years or older. The oldest mother 
was 78. The News followed up with 
a good story on the event. 


Theatre Changes 


Omaha. 

Jimmy Schlatter from the Omaha, 
Omaha, to the Capitol, Sioux City. 
L. E. Davidson steps out of Cap to 
become city manager in Sioux City. 

Eddie Forrester, Grand Island 
chief, to Schlatter’s post at Omaha, 
and Breck Fagin leaves Orpheum as 
assistant manager to take over the 
G. I. position. Don Shane transfers 
from assistant manager at Capital to 
same at Orpheum, Omaha. 

Joe Rosenberg moved in as branch 
manager’ at Grand National ex- 
change replacing Carl Reese. 

Jake Schlank added to U.A. to 
cover Iowa territory out of Omaha. 


Bakersfield, Calif. 
Frank Browns returns to Fox-West 
Coast as pilot of the California. Re- 
places Bob Cottom, who moved over 
to the Nile. 








Bellefontaine, O. 

Glenn Lazar, manager of Schine’s 
Holland, promoted to the home office 
of a prother, Sander. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Dixie Amusement Co., West Point, 
will operate new $12,000 house under 
construction in Clarkesville, 
scheduled to open June 1. 

W. H. Karrah. Swainsboro, Ga., 
has purchased Strand in Sylvania, 
from Fred Houser. 

St. Louis. 

Transfer of Ralph McGowan from 
managership of Fanchon & Marco’s 
St. Louis to Plymouth, also con- 
trolled by F&M, in Worcester, Mass., 
has resulted in shifting of personnel 
in F&M’s house here. John Gleason, 
asst. mgr. of 5,000 seater Fox has 
been upped to mgr. of St. Louis and 
has been succeeded by Clyde Brown, 
asst. mgr. at F&M’s downtown 
deluxer, Ambassador. Joe Goldstein, 
asst. treas. and chief of service staff 
at St. Louis moves downtown to take 
Brown's place. 


Denver. 
Charles A. Meyer now managing 
the Lode, Silvertown, Colo. for 


Charles Diller. Name recently 
changed from Gem. 

Charles Bumstead, portable opera- 
tor, has added the Princess, Key- 
stone. S. D., and the Community hall, 
Oelrichs, S. D., to his circuit. 

Bishop, Ft. Laramie, Wyo., opened 


by F. D. Bishop, using a portable 
outfit f 

Gerald Whitney has resigned as 
| district manager of the northern 


Suc- 


district for Fox Intermountain 


| ceeding him will be Ray Davis, city 


manager for Fox at Cheyenne. 

Whitney has been made manager 
of the Webber and Hiawatha thea- 
tres for Fox in Denver. 








WCTU Produces 4-Reel 


Pic on Evils of Drink 


‘Benevolent Reprobate,’ a four-reel 
talker presenting in dramatized 
form ‘the scientific facts’ regara- 
ing alcohol, is the first picture 
to be produced by the national 
Women’s’ Christian Temperance 
Union out of the $120,000 budget set 
aside from the $1,000,000 educational 
fund the organization is seeking to 
raise. Stated that about $21,000 has 
been invested in the film, which 
comes in two forms, silent and sound, 
and in two sizes and’ 35 mm.,} 
Seventy-five prints are being dis- 
tributed through the Motion Picture 





ib 


Bureau of the National Council of 
the YMCA, in Chicago and New 
York, and through Screen Adetts, 
Inc., San Francisco. WCTU, head- 
quartered in Evanston, IIll., makes no 
charge for use of the picture, ex- 





cept for nominal handling expenses. 
Claimed that requests for its show- | 
ing have already been received from | 
41 states and the District of Colum- 
bia, and inquiries have come from 
England, Finland and Egypt; 54% of 
the requests are from and 
colleges. 

WCTU also sponsors a radio pro- 
gram, has erected in New York and 
elsewhere roadside signs, and is dis- 
tributing a new type of publicity 
and plates. 


schools 


Omaha Bars ‘Ecstasy’ 


Omaha, May 18. 

Censorship controversy flared here 
again this week when Tom Knapp, 
head of the city welfare department, | 
put a ban on ‘Ecstasy’ after viewing 
a screening of it. European film was 
set for showing at Ralph Goldberg’s 
Town, downtown second run, next |} 
week, but no dice now. Goldberg 
hoped to evade the situation encoun- 
tered by ‘Tobacco Road,’ legit, last 
week by giving Knapp a peek at the 
film before final booking. 

In his report to the Mayor, Knapp 
claimed some artistic credit and 
moral preachment were due the pic- 
ture, but on the whole he couldn't 
see it. 








Action of Eureka Productions, Inc., 
against Intimate Theatres, Inc., and 
Metropolis Pictures Corp. for an in- 
junction to restrain use of the word 
‘Ecstasy’ in title of ‘Ecstasy of 
Young Love’ will be heard in Su- 
preme Court, N. Y. today (Wednes- 
day). 

Plaintiff owns the _ rights’ to 
‘Ecstasy,’ Czech film featuring Hedy 
Kiesler, which was banned by the 
U. S. but later admitted. 


DISNEY BLURBER 


Greg Dixon Quits RKO for Mouse— 
Steinheimer Successor 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Gregory Dixon transferred yester- 
day (Mon.) from his job as RKO- 
Radio’s trailer chief to publicity 
head for Walt Disney, first plugger 
Mickey Mouse’s pop has had in sev- 
eral years. 
Jim Steinheimer 
National Screen Service 
spot at Radio. 











y»ver from 
to Dixon's 


g0es 


‘Firefly’ Set 
Hollywood, May 18. 


George Zucco has been added to 
the cast of Metro’s ‘The Firefly,’ top- 


lining Jeanette MacDonald, Allan 
Jones and Warren William. Zucco, 


a British actor, was recently signed 
to a termer. 

Hunt Stromberg is’ producing 
‘Firefly,’ with Robert Z. Leonard di- 


recting. In the cast are Corbett 
Morris, William Crowell, Donald 
Reed, John Merton, Roger Drake, 
Fred MacKaye, Hooper Atchley, 


Aida Kuznetzoff and Panchita Cas- 
teneda. 


Brian Donlevy Better 


Lefty Thinks He'll Be a Producer 


oe 


and 


Buy a Theatre to Guarantee Playdate 


+ 





Dick Himber’s Idea 





Washington, May 18. 

Federal tax on photographs 
of film and radio celebrities is 
under consideration in Con- 
gress. Idea is to protect talent 
from fan pests, whose requests 
for pix run into large sums in 
the course of a year, 

Pointing out that a levy of this 
sort, assessed against the re- 
cipient, might bring in several 
millions, Richard Himber, or- 
chestra leader, laid the thought 
before Senator Pat Harrison of 
Mississippi, chairman of the 
Senate Finance Committee. 
Solon promised to explore the 
possibility. 








‘Schlesinger Opens 4th 


| color. 


| Kutinsky’s 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Camera work has been resumed 
on 20th-Fox’'s ‘Born Reckless,’ after | 
an interruption of several days due | 
to an injury to Brian Donlevy’s 
hand. 

Mal St. Clair directs, with Rochelle | 
Hudson, Barton MacLane and Robert | 
Kent in the other featured spots 


oe ae | 
| 
| 
| 


Wolfson Reins RKO ‘Charlie’ 





Coast Cartoon Plant 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Leon Schlesinger cartoon 
unit is being opened in Beverly 
Hills, with Raymond G. Katz, for- 
mer assistant to Schlesinger at War- 
ners Sunset boulevard studio, in 
charge. 

New plant will turn out 10 Looney 
Tunes in black and white for next 
year’s program. Remainder of the 
Schlesinger output will be produced 
at the Sunset plant, including six 
Looney Tunes in black and white 
and 20 Merrie Melodies in Techni- 


Fourth 





Columbia Loses 6c 
Verdict To Golfer 


Jack Redmond, trick golfer, 
awarded nominal damages of six 
cents against Columbia Pictures 


was 








Corp., by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Ferdinand Pecora, Friday | 
(14), following trial of his suit for 
$50,000 on the claim that Columbia 
used a sequence of him in its picture, 
‘Gotfing Rhythm, without his 6: kK. 
Verdict also carried an injunction 
restraining the company from fur- 
ther exhibiting that part of the film. 
Judge Pecora rendered his verdict 
after viewing the disputed sequence, 
which was flashed on a screen set up 
in the courtroom. 

Plaintiff claimed he posed for Fox 
Movietone News in 1935, Fox later 
turned over the take to Columbia. 
Redmond complains he did not give 
his consent to its use, nor was he 
paid for it by Columbia. 


Cocalis Spreading Out 


Sam Cocalis of the Springer- 
Cocalis circuit, has obtained two- 
thirds interest in the Allerton, Pel- 
ham, Burke, Wakefield, York and 
Laconia theatres as a result of a 
deal whereby he secured Matty 
one-third interest in 
them. Cocalis may add them to his 
Springer-Cocalis chain. With domli- 
nating control of the S-C circuit ex- 
pected shortly, Cocalis is figured to 
emerge as one of the larger inde- 
pendent operators of Greater New 
York. 

John W. Springer interests are re- 
tiring from the business. Heirs of 
John W. Springer have carried on 
since his death a few months ago. 











Violet Cooper in ‘Heidi’ 
Hollywood, May 18. 


Violet Kemble Cooper, wife of 
Walter Ferris, 20th-Fox writer, goes 


into the cast of ‘Heidi,’ Shirley 
Temple starrer. 
Ferris collaborated with Julien 


Josephson on the screenplay. 
mond Griffith produces, 


Ray- 


Binnie Barnes Goes Home 

Binnie Barnes, last featured by 
Universal in ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 
sails to England on May 26 for a 
vacation of two or three months. 
She probably will appear in one 
feature while abroad. Her return is | 
tentatively set for late August when | 
she is due to start her next U picture. | 


—_— 








Lake Builds ‘Empire’ 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Hollywood, Cal., May 18, 

Dear Joe:— 

Well at last I got some good news 
for you. Aggie got a letter the other 
day from Ireland telling her that 
her Aunt died and left her some 
dough. I’m not exactly glad that 
her Aunt stopped breathing, but I 
think her Aunt showed good judg- 


ment to do it at the right time, be- 
cause our wolf powder was running 
very low. Even though the 
won without striking, it’s not so hot 
going to the studios for a job be- 
cause you gotta meet a lot of those 
pickets. They don’t bother you, but 
they give you funny looks. 

When things get settled with them 
which I think will be in a week or 
according to the gab around 
town, then those guys will remem- 
ber faces. Of course it will take a 
little time until the estate is settled. 

I figure to take the dough and 
make some independent shorts and 
maybe buy a small picture house so 
I can have an outlet for my product. 
That’s the way the major studios 
work only on a larger scale. There's 
a lot of dough in pictures and I may 
as well get some of it. I'll start ina 
small way, it all depends how much 
money Aggie’s Aunt left her. 

Guess everybody has heard about 
our’ good luck because I received a 
couple of letters from the guys I 
wrote a month ago. They say that 
they’ve been workin’ on gettin’ me 
in and things look pretty good, 
Which is a lot of malarkey to me. 
As soon as they hear a guy is alright 
and don’t need them, they come out 
from under a rock. Well, money ain't 
gonna change me and Aggie, it will 
take us a little while to get used to 
it ‘cause it’s been so long since we 
handled it. 

I just got a letter from Harland 
Dixon, he has been with the Warner 
Brothers at Astoria puttin’ on the 
dance numbers and now he is come 
ing out here for them on a big job. 
Remember hint when it was Doyle - 
and Dixon? Also got a letter from 
Earl Benham, the dancing tailor. He 
and Bill Gaxton are going to Mexico 
City for a vacation, they ought to 
come out here, Hollywood is a great 
place for a vacation especially when 
you come out here to work. 

Met Solly Violinsky and he sez he 
signed a 20th Century-Fox contract, 
now if THEY will sign it everything 
will be Okay. Met Gene Fowler, he 
says he is fixing his bathing suit for 
Fire Island, he claims he can get 
sunburned there without re-takes. 

Well, Joe, that’s about all the news 
I can point at you from this end. 
Aggie sez the first thing she'll do 
when she gets the dough will be to 
count it. Not a bad crack for a 
dame that’s been laying off as long 
as she has. Best to the gang, SEZ 

Your pal, 
LEFTY. 

P.S. That was a swell trip Dick 
Merrill and Jack Lambie made. I 
suppose now they will make actors 
out of them and spoil the whole 
thing. 


act . 
ac.ors 


So, 





Ramon Novarro Returns 
To Pix in Mono ‘Sheik’ 


Hollywood, May 18 
Ramon Novarro returns to pix in 
the top role of Republic’s ‘She Didn't 
Want a Sheik.’ 
Herman Schlom is associate pro- 
ducer, 








te j 

Stamp Shorts 4 
Postage Stamps Movies, Inc., has 
been formed by Capt. Tim Healy and 
Jack Kemp for the production of a 


series of short subjects. Jacques 
Koerpel is associated, 
Series, entitled ‘Adventures in 


Stamp Lands,’ will deal with « , 
filming of philatelist 
story of their origins. 


items and a 
First release 


| will be ready in about a week. 


Kathryn Kaye’s Pic Debut 
Hollywood, May 18 


Hollywood, May 18 Hollywood, May 18. | Kathryn Kaye has been med 
> YY wy... ae ' were Paramount has stoned Stuart W_! . . : 
P. J. Woifson’s first job as an RKO, 4 4FamMoUunL Mads Sena owuare 48.) ig a featured role in Paramount's 

associate producer will be ‘They Had} Lake to work on the screenplay of | ‘Artists and Models.’ 
» ‘ J . arn ’ 
to Save Charlie. | An Empire Is Born. | Player, now on term contract, 
Charles Kaufman is working on Story is Howard Estabrook’s orig-| formerly was soloist with Glenna 


the script. 


inal 


Lee's orchestra, 
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PORE SO MEN 


You’ll see what we mean by SHOW SENSE 
when you see the terrific team Warners have 
made of the stars who paid-off so powerfully 
in “Marked Woman” and “Bullets or Ballots”! 
You’ve got a sales slant with the sock of a sledge- 
hammer when you advertise Bette opposite 
Eddie in the third sensational release this month! 


Warner Bros. are a-MAY- zing the industry! 


MAY 8—’THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER’ aarring ERROL FLYNN sed The MAUCH TWINS 


and Claude Rains, Henry Stephenson. A First National Picture 


MAY 22=—GEORGE BRENT and ANITA LOUISE i. ‘THE GO GETTER’ with Charles Winninger 


and John Eldredge, Henry O’Neill. A Cosmopolitan Production 


MAY 29—EDW. G. ROBINSON and BETTE DAVIS in ‘KID GALAHAD’ with Humphrey Bogart 


and Wayne ‘Morris, Jane Bryan, Harry Carey, William Haade 


AND ITT GOES ON FOREVER! 


{Including 1937-38!) 
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Jr.’s Come Into Their Own 





(Continued from page 7) 


— 


and Francis X. Bush- 





Kohler, Jr., 
man, Jr. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., has estab- 
lished himself in the starring ranks 
both in Hollywood and abroad, and 
has a finger in British production as 
well. 

Nor has the distaff side been back- 
ward. Paula, Dorothy and Carol 
Stone, daughters of Fred, have all 
followed the footlights. Doris Dud- 
ley, daughter of Bide, has impressed 
her personality on Hollywood. Di- 
rector Frank Lloyd’s daughter Alice 
has serious aspirations as an actress. 
Mary Rogers, daughter of Will, is on 
the speaking stage. Katherine De 
Mille, adopted daughter of the Cecil | 
B. DeMilles, is a Hollywood new- 
comer whose film portrayals have 
evidenced power and fire. Florence | 
Rice, daughter of Grantland Rice, is 
one of the more successful younger 
actresses. 

Holmes Family Continues 

Phillips Holmes, son of Taylor 


Holmes, is one of Hollywood's per- 
sonable leading men. 
Number of second generation 


youngsters have broken away from | 


the footsteps of their dads to seek 
Several are 


success in other fields. 
successful writers. Dwight Taylor, 
son of Laurette, stands in the top 
bracket of film writers. Anthony 
Veiller, son of the 
is another. George Marion, Jr., 
earned fame as 


as a dialoger. Gottfried Reinhardt, 
son of Max, is a writer 
Philip and Finley Peter Dunne II, 
sons of the late Finley Peter Dunne, 
are screen writers. Owen Davis, 
Jr., son of the playwright, is an ac- 


tor in pictures, while Donald writes 


Ring Lardner, Jr., son of the 
late humorist, is a member of David 
O. Selznick’s writing staff, along 
with Buddy Schulberg, son of B. P. 
Sonya, Buddy’s sister, already has 
turned out her first novel. Jesse L. 
Lasky, Jr., began corralling literary 
kudos almost before he was out of 
school. Will Rogers, Jr., is a news- 
paper publisher in Beverly Hills. 
George Lait and Jack Lait, Jr., are 
both writers, the former at Warners 
and the latter at..20th-Fox, 

Many another youthful sprig has 
turned his attention to the execu- 
tive and technical departments. Eu- 
gene Zukor, son of Adolph, is his 
father’s executive assistant at Para- 
mount. Maury Cohen’s boy, Herbert, 
functions in a similar capacity for 
his father, a producer at RKO-Ra- 
dio. Fred Meyer’s boy, Stanley, is 
picking up the rudiments at Uni- 
versal. John E. Otterson’s_ son, 
Jack, is on his own as a sound ex- 
pert. L. K. Sidney, son of George, 
is manager of Metro’s testing de- 
partment. Felix Feist, Jr.;, son of 
the late Felix Feist, is a Metro di- 
rector. J. G. Bachman’s son, Jack, 
Jr., is a budding writer. Harvey 
Gates, veteran scenarist, has one 
boy, Victor, who is nursing his- 
trionic ambitions at the Monogram 
publicity desk. 


plays. 


playwright, 
first 
a title writer in 
silent days and is holding the pace 


at Metro. 


He has already had | 





| Rogers, 


| 
| 


| 





| 
| 
| 


a couple of whirls at stage produc- | 


ing. Jay Gates is 
executive personnel department. 
Hoffmans and Cohns 

Margie Cantor occupies an impor- 
tant post in the Eddie Cantor organ- 
ization as executive 
secretary to her pop. 
man, Jr., 
the production 
veteran member 
partnership that developed 
Columbia, has a junior there. Rich- 
ard Landau, son of Arthur, is mak- 
ing fast strides, as 
Saunders, Jr., 


M. H. 


field. 













CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 
2nd Year—Shea’s 
Buffalo 








“The dynamie 
insistent 
Times. 


maestro drew 


applause.” — Buffalo 














PICTURE THE ATRE 


Down-town Cleveland 500 seats 


Fourteen-hour grind, Everything free 
aud clear. No service charge on 
sound Very low rent. Live wire 
can make a fortune. 


$12,000.00; Time on part 
Box. No. 1, Variety, New York 











confidential | 
Hoff- | 
has established himself in| 
Joe Brandt, | 
of the old C-B-C| 
into | 


in Walt Disney’s | 


| 


is also Eddie | 
son of Metro’s west- | 





| 


| Charles 





ern district manager, who is em- 
ployed at the Metro studio. Maurice 
Rapf, son of Harry, Metro producer 
is a Metro writer. 

Ben Bernie’s boy, Jason, is at the 
20th-Fox Westwood studio. On the 
same lot, as production assistant to 
Raymond Griffith, is Jack Jung- 
meyer, Jr., son of a VARIETY mugg. 

Not to be forgotten among the ju- 
venile players looked upon as com- 
ers is Bonita Granville, daughter of 
the late Bernard (Bunny) Granville. 
Also Patricia Walthall, 
the late Henry B., 


daughter of 
and William Hop- 


per, son of DeWolf and Elsie. Both 
are stock players at Warners, 
Many, Many Others 
John W. Rogers, son of Charles 


Universal production head, 
is learning the biz from the ground 
up as an assistant director at 20th- 
Fox. Vaughn Paul, son of Val Paul, 
U’s studio manager, occupies a sim- 
ilar position at U. Two young mem- 
bers of the Universal writing staff 
are Maurice and Gerald Geraghty, 


tion as an actress. 
Dolores Costello 
Helen Costello, daughters of Mau- 
rice Costello, are actresses. 
Julius Tannen, veteran actor, 
two sons, William and John, 
are trying their histrionic wings as 
members of the Universal stock 
company. Ray Hoadley, U publicity 
man, is a son of the late C. B. (Pop) 
Hoadley, one-time U scenario editor. 
Alan Crosland, Jr., son of the late 
director, is in Warners’ publicity de- 
partment 
Douglas Smith, 


Barrymore and 


has 


who 


technician at RKO-Radio. 
Sistrom, Jr., whose father is the vet- 
eran producer, is assistant to Pan- 
dro S. Berman at RKO-Radio. Wal- 
lace Reid, Jr., is in Scott R. Dun- 
lap’s organization at Monogram. Lee 
Kohlmar, son of Fred Kohlmar, 
member of Samuel 

ecutive staff. 

Jean Hersholt, Jr., 
wood correspondent for a number of 
Danish newspapers. 
son of Joe Mulcahy 
Hearst editor, is at 20th-Fox, 
ward Arnold, Jr., is acting for Mon- 
ogram in-addition to going to Sthoo!l: 


Tomlin Will Do 6 More 


William 


Goldwyn’s ex- 





For Conn; 21-Day Skeds: 


Hollywood, May 18. 
In addition to another pair of mu- 
sicals that Pinky Tomlin will make 
for Maurice Conn under his old con- 
tract, he has been optioned for four 
more. 
Deal provides heavier budgets for 
the pictures 
schedules. 





Overman, Karns Spotted 
In 2d of ‘Murder’ Series 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Second of Paramount's whodunit 
series featuring Lynne Overman and 
Roscoe Karns will be ‘Murder 
to Jail.’ skeded to roll June 15. 
First of the series was ‘Murder 
Goes to College.’ 


Goes 


Bettinson Rejoins Mono 
Hollywood, May 18. 
Ralph Bettinson  has_ rejoined 
Monogram as story advisor and also 
will supervise foreign publicity and 
work on British sales angles. 
He was in the old Mono set-up. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Metro has pacted Louis Durst, 
actor, for seven years with options. 

Fred MacMurray has signed a 
seven-year Paramount contract, with 
three optional periods of two years 
each and a single one-year period. 

Paramount lifted Marsha Hunt's 
option. . 

Boyd Crawford, currently in the 
cast of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
on Broadway, ‘signed to a termer 
at Metro. 

Tyrone Power's second option was 
picked up by 20th-Fox. ; 

Universal picked up the option on 
Henderson, vocal arranger. 
Conn optioned Pinky 


Maurice 


| Tomlin for four more musicals. 


lew 


|radio songstress, 


Principal Picts signed Smith Bal- 
for a series of eight outdoor pix. 
Warners ticketed Sandra Ramoy, 
to a 


| been lifted by Universal. 


James Edward Grant has a new 


| Metro writing termer 


George Br uce has ‘been added to 


|B. P. Schulberg’s writing staff. 


stock contract. | 
Louis Hayward's acting option has | 


sons of Tom Geraghty, veteran 
scenarist now in London. Carmelita 
| Geraghty, their sister, won recogni- | 


son of Pete Smith, | 
Metro short subject producer, is a/| 


| Stoc k, 














is a} 


is the Holly- | 


Jack Mulcahy, | 
San Francisco | 
Ed- | 





with 21-day shooting | 


| capital, 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


Co., 
theatres, 
$100 par 


Albany. 
Inc., Kings: 
etc.; 
value. In 
310 
Ruth Fine, 
Nathan lL, 
Brooklyn 


Sandy Amusement 
amusement parks, 
100 shares 
corporators: Esther Monka, 
SOth street, New York City; 
2525 Church street, Brooklyn; 
Levitz, 1270 East 11th street, 


Visual Edueation, Ine., 
motion picture business; 
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators 
Rose M. Canade, Paul Reilly, Juliette 
Ajello, all of 50 Broadway, New York 
City 

Breuer Productions, 
theatrical business; 
shares no par value Incorporator 
Leonore Schreiber, Sally Jacob Gail 
Buschwalter, all of 236 West 44th 
street, New York City. 

W. Ward Beam, Inc., 
atrical productions, 
tertaining of all 
160 shares, no par 
B Ward Beam, 
York City; 
Broadway, 
nett, 465 


Manhattan; 
capital stock, 


Ine., Manhaitan: 
capital stock, 200 


the 
and en 


Manhattan; 
amusement 
kinds; capital stock, 
value Incorporators 
1564 Broadway, New 
Richard M Wright, 
New York City; Helen Ben 
Park avenue, New York City 
Musical Shorts, Inc., Manhattan; mo- 
tion picture business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Incorperators: 
Irvin R. Gwirtz, 71 Ocean parkway, 
Brooklyn; Paula Nienaber, 43 Clinton 
avenue, Westwood, N. J.; Helen Sherry, 
151 West 40th street, New York City. 
Ber-Lou Enterprises, Inc., New York; 
theatrical proprietors and producers; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value 
Incorporators: Solomon Kleinman, Louis 


capital | 


West 


149 | 





| 


| of its 


1. Shapiro, Bernard Shapiro, all of 140 
West 42nd street, New York City. 
Colonial Opera Assn., Inc., New York 
theatre proprietors and producers 
capital stock, 16,000 shares, $1 par value 
Incorporators Richard Camillucci, 590 
West 67th = street, New York City; 
Richard I. Giannone, 384 East 184th 
street, New York City; Louis Molino, 
50 West 70th street, New York City 
Nu-Art Films, Inc., New York; motion 
picture films, etc capital stock, 200} 
shares, no par value Incorporators: | 
Catherine Dardis, Sidney Goldstein, John 


A Wilhelm, all of 650 Court 
Brooklyn, 

The Negro Speaks, 
motion picture business; 
1,000 shares, $10 par value Incorpora 
tors: Corel B. Campbell, 261 West 139th 
street, New York cy: Komeo La. 
Dougherty, 108-34 Union Hall sireet, 
Jamaica, N. Y. Elsie EK. Dorsey, 250 
West 150th street, New York City 

Bronx Cinema, Ine., Bronx; 
picture business; capital 
shares, no par value. 
Mildred Feltman, 1460 
Bronx: Nathan J, Hellerbach, and 
Lawrence S. Timen, both of 36 West 
44th street, New York City 

Vaires, Ine.; thearical and amusement 
enterprises; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value. Incorporators: Ruth Wein 
berg. 2249 Morris avenue, Bronx: Eve 
Schlosberg, 581 Kingshighway, a 
Iyvn;: Ethel Kesselman, 1837 erling 
place, Brooklyn. 


street, 


Manhatian; 
capital 


Iac., 


motion 

stock, 100 
Incorporators 
Macombs road, 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 

Paramount Communications, Inc., L.. A 
County; capital 00 shares 
subscribed, Directors: Harry 1] Dunn, 
Pasadena; Clinton La Tourette, Beverly 
Hills; Stanley C, Anderson, South Pasa- 
dena. 

Southern California Recording Studios, 
County of I. A.; capital stock 
subscribed, $30, Directors: Robert , 


stock, 2,5 none 


Oliver, Gaston de Regnier, David D, 
Saliee 

Victoria Films, Ine., LL. A. County; 
capital stock, 2,500 shares non sub 
scribed J. Covey, Maurice M, Grudd, 
M. L.. Goodnough. 


Hollywood Little Theatre School for 
Actors; capital, 2,000 shares; 1,500 pre 
ferred, 500 common, par value, $19; per 
mitted to issue all. Directors: Charles 
FE. Wren, Marie Andreesen, Charles F, 
Wren, Charles B. Delong, Villa G. Wisler, 
Edith A. Delong, Thomas L, Higbee and 
Dorothy Powers, 


MISSOURI 
St. T.ouis 

Religious Films, Inc.; $10,000 author- 
ized capital to engage in business of ex 
hibiting motion pix, plays and theatrical 
productions, ete. Incorporators James 
Mason, James Darst, Clause BK, McElwee 
and George bBoesc h, 

Mo-Max Motion Pictures Corp.; to 
create, produce, manufacture, rent and 
deal in pictures, dramatic and theatrical 
production, ete.; starts biz with $21,000 
Incorporators: Daniel B. Bren 
nan, J. Wallace Brennan and Thomas A, 
Concannon 

Mountain Ridge Amusement Co., 
Glencoe. Mo.t has been incorporated to 
bu sell rent and le 
Incorporators Mr 


kimil Hioelne 


Ase amusement 
par Jane Ke 
Hollocher, and Kelimetr 
Rasch 

Egyptian 
ing picture 
rinment in 
ern Illinois So 
and J. T kins, Harrisburg, Ill 

toad Shows, Ine. and Suburban 
atre Co., both of Kansas City, 
thorized to operate thea and 
enterprises 


Technicolor Bullish 


Traders on the N. Y. curb ex- 
change gave Technicolor stock a play 
in the last two days, pushing it up 
several points on greatly increased 
volume. Two factors aided the min- 


Ine.; to 
and vaudeville en 
and towns in South 
Mugger, Steve F 


Theatres, operate 
shows 


cities 


may 
tert 
wrral 
ia a 
The- 
tires aimuse- 


ment 


jature bull move, one being the an- 
nouncement of footage contracted 
this year, made at the stockholders 


meeting, while the other was Samuel 
Goldwyn’s announced intention of 
making a lot of future features in 
Tech. 

Actual earnings for the first quar- 
ter this year, however, only slightly 
reflected this extreme optimism, 
for first three months being $165,000, 


as against $132,000 in 1936. Stock- 
holders of Technicolor, Inc., re- 
‘elected four directors and named 


H. K. McCann to fill 
caused by the death of 
Coolidge. 


Ww. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Cohen’s novel, ‘Sophisti- 
has been purchased by 


Robert E. 
cated Lady,’ 


| Imperial Prods, 


stock, | 


| 
| 
| 


| marketed by 





Cramming in Art 


Hollywood, May 18. 


Deanna Durbin, Nan Grey, 
Martha O'Driscoll and Jeanne 
Dante, Universal juveniles, 


are taking sketching lessons at 
the studio to make up needed 


school credits. 
George Wally, junior cos- 
tume designer at U, is their 


prof, 











EDUCATIONAL READIES 


NEW ISSUE OF STOCK) 


Washington, May 18 

150,000 cumulative 
stock will 
Educational Picts at 
& Exchange 
Satur- 


New 


convertible 


block of 
preferred be 
$10 a copy, 
Commission 
day (15). 
Amending its plea for a permit to 
off indebt- 
edness to the telephone company and 
other 


Securities 


was informed 


raise new capital to pay 


creditors, Educational 


commish the bulk 
new securities on the market 
at twice the face value. Papers re- 
vealed 116,999 shares of $1 par com- 
mon will be reserved under warrants 
to be issued at $10 value to present 
preferred and common holders, 
while 89,730 common will be with- 
held for swap on 17,946 shares of 8% 
preferred, 74,000 will be kept back 
for sale to Earle W. Hammons, presi- 
dent, under warrants at prices rang- 


it expects to put 


| ing from $10.50 to $20, and another 


$25,000; | 


Mo au-; 


| 


total | 


! 
the "a 


| 
' 
| 
| 
} 


| 





64,000 will be retained for the un- 
derwriters, which get warrants for 
this amount at the same prices. Bal- 
ance of the new paper, 5,000 shares 
of common, has been earmarked for 
issuance in lieu of cash for stock of 
Skibo productions. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Warners changed ‘A Gentleman 
After Midnight’ to ‘It’s Love I’m 
After.’ 

Grand National’s ‘The Shadow’ 
comes ‘Mr. Shadow,’ 

Condor’s ‘Marked Money’ 
‘Bank Alarm.’ 

RKO-Radio has changed ‘Easy 
Money’ to ‘Off Again, On Again,’ and 
‘Missus America’ to ‘Meet the Missus.’ 


be- 


now_is 
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Par, 0th, Call In 
Preferred Stocks 


But Push Common 


Changes in the official stock list 
last week saw two picture compa- 
nies headed for simplification of 
their stock structure through the 
medium of drawing in more pre- 
ferred shares and issuance of addi- 
tional common. Both Paramount and 
20th-Fox are in this category, and in 
| both instances, additional replace- 


told the | 





ments of preferred by common 


means a saving in regular dividend 
payments 

First prefercsed of Paramount was 
148,739 shares outstand- 
the common li 

2 376,154 
total 
original 


reported as 


ing, with stings soar- 
ing to 


issue 


shares Preference 
with 248,000, 
the stock 
nearly 100,000 
shares that have been exchanged for 
the common. 

This trend is in 
Par's avowed 
preferred 


compares 
when 
ued, o1 


number 
was first iss 


with 
first 
the 
neat 
Preferred 


keeping 
policy of getting 
holders to switch to 
common, since it represents a 
annual saving in interest. 
now pays $6 per year. 
The 20th-Fox preferred shares 
slipped to 974,286 as against an oriy- 
inal total of 1,357,000 shares out- 
standing. Latest stock exchange re- 
port shows 1,707,474 common shares. 
There also was evidence of switch- 
ing from the preferred to the com- 


mon in Radio Corp. stocks, as the 
number of outstanding shares 
reached a total of 13,852,371, an in- 


crease of 100, 

Despite heavy sell-off in the mar- 
kets generally last week, which car- 
ried many issues to new lows for 
1937, the film stocks held their 
ground well. Their ability to with- 
stand many selling waves was 
viewed as a favorable omen, espe- 
cially in view of newspaper ac- 
counts of strike activities in Holly- 
wood. Wall Street was inclined to 
regard the current strike of paint- 
ers at the studios as no grave threat 
to the interruption of production, 


nearly 
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New York Theatres 








“Kor Every Movie-goer’—American 








| ‘The PRINCE * PAUPER 
cr” MUSIC HALL 


ASTAIRE and ROGERS 
IN 


“SHALL WE 
DANCE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














1th Av. & beth 8. “As Goad as 


Married” 


ROXY 


On the Stage: 

HELD OVER 
ALL 25°, 7 LUCILLE 
4RATS iP. = MANNERS 





|| PARAMOU NTs | 


. “HELD OVER _ 


In Person 
| “Turn Off | 


| 
| INA RAY 
| the Moon” 





HUTTON 


and Her Orc, 


| MARY SMALL 














| Bway at b5th St. Be, TTe 








ELISABETH BERGNER in 


“DREAMING LIPS” 


with RAYMOND MASSEY 
ROMNEY BRENT 


RIVOLI 


UNITED 
ARTISTS 


B'WAY at 
49th St. 

















JEAN HARLOW 
ROBERT TAYLOR 


“PERSONAL 
PROPERTY” 


WHITEMAN } 





Stage—PAUL 











SPENCER TRACY 


tilads« George, Franchot 


Tone 


‘They Gave Him a Gun’ 


COMING 
“PICK A STAR” 


Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer's Masterpiece 
VRS ——oOoenern oe 


Daily 2:55, 8 


2 +5. Extra Mid- 

ASTOR night Show Bat.. Sup, 3 6, 
8.55. Mts. S0c, T7c, $1. Eva, 

W777 $1.$1.50.82 Sat Mat, 


Sat Midnicht & Sun. 6 P 
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They saw magic ! 
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THEY WENT TO THE 
M-G-M STUDIOS! 








They saw the millions that make it go 

They saw acres and acres of wonders 

They saw cities and palaces rise in splendor 

They saw armies of artisans skilled in screen technique 
They saw the brilliant luminaries of the film world 

They saw talent from the far_corners of the world 

They saw the world’s greatest group of showmen in action 


They saw the greatest roster of electric light names ever gathered 
under one roof in all amusement history 


They saw brilliant entertainers who are the Stars of Tomorrow 
They saw Youth and Beauty, the raw materials of Stardom 

They saw the mighty throb of the World’s Greatest Studio 

They saw the surging force that keeps it ever the leader 

They saw the spirit that moves this united force to victory 

They saw giant dramas and eye-filling spectacles in the making 
They saw treasuries of entertainment on preview screens 

They saw fortunes dedicated to the box-office attractions of tomorrow 
They saw the living, thrilling reason for M-G-M supremacy 


They are the representatives of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer who come 
direct from the Studios of M-G-M with a mighty message for 
the showmen of America in 1937-38. 
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Mpls Defers Action on Permits 


For Two Cinemas; Too Many Now? 


+ 


Minneapolis, May 18. 

In deferring action on independent 
applications for permits to construct 
two new large neighborhood thea- 
tres, the city council license commit- 
tee decided that one theatre seat for 
every nine persons in Minneapolis— 
the present number—is sufficient. 

Publix circuit officials and mem- 
bers of Northwest Allied States, in- 
dependent exhibitor organization, 
pointed out to the committee that 
there now are 62 theatres with 53,- 
000 seating capacity and 7,000 of 
these seats are in closed theatres. 

Opposing the permits, present the- 
atre owners declared few other cities 
have as many theatre seats as Min- 
neapolis and that granting more li- 
censes inevitably would bring lower 
quality. 

While agreeing not to open the 
doors for construction of additional 
theatres for the time being, the com- 
mittee consented to consider the ap- 
plications at a later date, to be fixed 
by the chairman some time after the 
city election June 14. 


If {t's Not the State 
It’s the City, but Taxes 
Linger on in Philly 











Philadelphia, May 18. 
City Council is holding under con- 
sideration a measure introduced by 
Dr. Arthur P. Keegan, which would 
place a tax of 1 cent on every 25c 
admission for any place of amuse- 
ment. 


Councilman Keegan claims that 
the state tax of similar proportion 
will expire June 1, and will not be 
renewed, thus paving the way for 
the city to impose a measure of its 
own. It would yield, he estimates, 
$5,000,000 annually to Philly. 


Measure will probably supersede, 
as far as council’s consideration is 
concerned, the idea advanced two 
weeks ago for a city tax on every 
foot of film shown by local exhibi- 
tors. 


Councilman Keegan’s reference to 
the state tax not being renewed re- 
fers to the understanding, generally 
prevailing among local exhibs, that 
the proposed inclusion of film houses 
with chain stores for a new state tax 
will run into a snag in the lower 
house. Amendment to this effect 
went through the Senate, but found 
rough going thereafter, with Gov- 
erner Earle understood as opposed. 





Denver Wants 2% 
Denver, May 18. 

New service tax bill, which places 
a 2% additional tax on all theatre 
admissions, was signed by Governor 
Teller Ammons. Levy applies to all 
theatricals, exempting none, and is 
effective immediately. 

Tax will be collected via tokens 
valued at one-fifth of a cent so that 
it cannot be confused with, or ab- 
sorbed by, the existing theatre tax. 

Harry Huffman, city manager for 
20th-Fox, pointed out to the Gov- 
ernor that it would cost more to 
collect and keep track of the tax 
than it would amount to. During 
rush hours this would require extra 
cashiers, and possibly building of 
extra b.o.’s. Also protesting are 
doctors, since the bill would place 
a tax on their services. 





Goodman West for WB 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Mort Goodman arrives’ from 
Cleveland next Saturday (22) to re- 
place Frank Seltzer on advertising 
and publicity for the Warner Down- 
town and Hollywood houses. 
Goodman has been assistant to 


Sid Dannenberg in the Cleveland 
area, 


, 





Neb. Appeal Nixed 


Lincoln, Neb., May 18. 

Appeal of the Fox Beatrice Thea- 
tre Corp. from the decision of the 
district court declaring bank night 
as illegal in Nebraska was denied 
and the motion dismissed. Com- 
pany has indicated it will file an ap- 
peal with the Nebraska Supreme 
Court, 








Nuthin’ but the Best 





Los Angeles, May 18. 
Theatre on Central avenue 
advertised that an automobile 
was to be given away. 
Car displayed in the lobby 
was a Packard limousine @dat- 
ing from 1926. 


Chi Exhibs Upset 
By B.0. Dropof; 


Hunt Sure Cure 


Chicago, May 18. 
are in a 














Exhibs howling mood 
around Chicago as they lash’ about 
trying to find the reason and cure 
for the worst box offce slump in 
more than four years. 
present is nearly 40% below nor- 
mal for this time of the year and 
fully 50% below the business of 
the earlier part of the season. Bot- 
tom has simply dropped out, and 
both the exhibitors and distributors, 
for once, agree that it’s bad. 


Flock of complainants blame the 
depresh on double features, but this 
argument gets hit in the head when 
it’s pointed out that the double- 
feature spots do better than the sin- 
gle feature houses. 


Business at 


Exhibs are looking around for 
something to strengthen the box- 
office. They are primarily looking 


for a replacement of bank nites, 
which figured as a real money- 
maker for local theatres for a while. 
Exhibs see no hope in the old mer- 
chandise _gift.stuff, convinced that 
the public wants to win cash, not 
kitchenware. 

Couple of coin stunts have been 
tried in an undercover way, but the 
boys are leery of them, due to the 
fact that they haven't been able to 
find a coin give-away idea which is 
free of lottery angles. 


RKO’s Reorg 











(Continued from page 5) 


stock, of which 2,123,148 shall be 
outstanding upon consummation of 
the plan. : 

Originally, and before amended, 
the plan called for an authorized 
issue of $18,000,000 in 542% sinking 
fund convertible debentures, of 
which $12,718,500 was to have been 
outstanding upon the plan’s consum- 
mation; $11,000,000 authorized issue 
of 6% cumulative convertible pre- 
ferred stock, $100 par value, of which 
$6,000,000 would have been outstand- 
ing upon consummation of the plan; 
4,000,000 common shares authorized, 
of which 2,163,148 shares would have 
been outstanding upon consumma- 
tion of the plan. 

Redemption 


As amended, the plan permits re- 
demption of new debentures in whole 
or in part at any time at the prin- 
cipal amount and accrued interest to 
the date fixed for redemption. 

Also. each share of preferred will 
be convertible at the holder’s option 
at any time into four shares of new 
common. 

Before amendment, the conversion 
rate on the preferred was to have 
been one share of preferred for 3% 
shares of new common. 

Amended plan also provides for 
appropriate provision under the new 
company’s by-laws whereby it must 
obtain the necessary consent and ap- 
proval of holders of 51% of the com- 
pany’s preferred stock in order to 
issue additional new debentures or 
preferred stock. 

Common stock options are limited 
to executives and employes. Com- 
pany has the right, within five years 
after confirmation of the plan, to 
grant non-assignable options for 
common stock not exceeding in the 
aggregate, at any time, 10% of the 
issuable shares to present creditors 
and stockholders. 

Price per share under such options 
also is fixed under the amended plan. 








BATTLE OF BOWLS 





| Giveaway War in St. Louis Goes 
Merrily On 


St. Louis, May 18. 
Furious battle of ‘mixing bowls’ is 


| being waged between Fred Wehren- | 


berg’s string of five nabes in South 


St. Louis and those of Harry Green- | 


man, who left Fanchon & 





Marco’s | 


local organization last December to | 


become an operator on his own. 


Last week local dailies carried ads 


that ‘emerald’ mixing bowls would 
be presented to femme patrons at 
Wehrenberg’s houses and directly 


beneath was another advising that 
‘best grade mixing bowls—none bet- 
ter’ were being given away at] 


Greenman’s houses 

In addition to giveaways at these 
nabes others in town are continuing 
policy of handouts of cut glassware, 
chinaware, ice box sets, etc., and 
four indie houses present four and 
five-unit programs weekly. Efforts 
to eliminate giveaways and extra 
unit shows have been made repeat- 
edly, but, just when it appears that 


the situation might be clarified, 
some one kicks over the traces and 
all who previously agreed to drop 


the ‘evil’ renew competition. 


Linden’s 4 Flash Casey 
Pix for Alexander-GN 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Eric Linden will be featured in a 
series of four Flash Casey pictures 
for Grand National which Max Alex- 
ander will produce. 

Pix will be made from the George 
Harmon Cox magazine tales. First, 
‘Here’s Flash Casey,’ is scheduled 
for June production. 





Animated Parrot 


Hollywood, May 18. 
First of new ‘Petey Parrot’ car- 
toon series for Columbia release has 


been produced by Charles Mintz 
studios. 
Mintz also produces Krazy Kat, 


Scrappy and Color 


Rhapsody 
toons for Columbia. 


Ccar- 


B & K PROMOTIONS 


Seven Men Boosted Up from the 
Ranks in Chicago 
Chicago, May 18. 

Policy declared at a recent meet- 
ing of boosting employees from the 
ranks is being upheld by Balaban & 
Katz, which last week promoted 
seven men of theatre personnel, in- 
cluding William Methe from assist- 
ant manager of the Chicago to man- 
ager of the Tower, and William Bris- 
coe from assistant at the Oriental to 
assistant at the Uptown. 

Two doormen, Walter Brasch of 
the United Artists, and Orval Moats 
of the Roosevelt. were upped to as- 
sistant managers, both in their re- 
spective theatres. Ray Thompson 
was switched from assistant man- 
ager of the Uptown to the same posi- 
tlon at the Chicago, and James 
Thomson, assistant at the United 
Artists, goes across the street to the 
Oriental, carrying the title with him. 
Stanley Johnson hops from the 
Roosevelt to the Granada and keeps 
his assistant manager standing. 

Only loss in organization was that 
of Dick Reich, who goes to Milwau- 
kee as manager of the Fox Palace. 





N. O. Capitol Razed 


New Orleans, May 18. 








| 
| 


| 
| 


Capitol, large local nabe . house, | 
was demolished by a series of ex- 
plosions and fire Wednesday (13). 
Dozen firemen fighting the blaze 
narrowly escaped death or serious 
injury when a section of the front} 


wall collapsed. 
sions and fire are being investigated. 
Police estimated the total value of 
the theatre and its contents at 
$35,000. All were a complete loss. 
Theatre was owned by United 
Theatres, Inc. 


NEW OMAHA NABE 
Omaha, May 18. 

Ralph D. Goldberg, owner of a 
string of nabes here, has announced 
plans for construction of a new sub- 
urban house in West Leavenworth 
district. 
seater, all on one floor, to be 
equipped for both films and stage 
shows. 

Construction is planned to get un- 
der way in early fall. 


Architects figure on a 1,200- | 


Cause of the explo- | 


DUALS SPREAD 





| St. 


hold its convention this year, as in 





N.Y. Toning Law Amendment 





Ban New Upper East Side Theatres 





Billing 
An idea of what cultural films 


mean is gleaned from marquee 
lights at the Delancey Theatre 


in lower N. Y. 
Sign blazons the name of 
Buck Jones and Bingo, with 


added attraction of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG). 











IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Minneapolis, May 18. 
First spread of 


since their inauguration in two Min- 


dual bills here 
neapolis loop houses several months 
ago occurred this the 
Time, independent downtown house, 
launched twin features. 


week, when 


Policy got 
away to a flying start over the week- 
end, 

State and Aster, other Minneapolis 
dual houses, have been cutting deep- 
ly into the Time business. Grosses 
have been improving at both of the 
Publix houses, the Aster, 
lar, doing much better than it 
merly did with singles. 

Although Twin City indie exhibs, 
members of Northwest Allied, are on 
record to refrain from dual billing, 
fear is felt in theatrical circles that 
they, too, eventually will bust open 
on doubles and that, with 
shows few and far between, 
will be extended downtown. 


U-GN Meet 


(Continued from page 7) 


in particu- 


for- 


stage 
policy 








noon luncheon. After feed men were 
taken for a local tour. Sunday eve- 
ning delegates sat through a couple 
of screenings, looking at ‘The Girl 
Said No,’ an Andrew L. Stone pro- 
duction, and ‘Sing, Cowboy, Sing,’ 
which Finney is producing. 





Convention got moving Monday, | 
with Peskay presiding. Biz talks | 
took up afternoon, with another | 


screening, Zion Myer’s ‘Small Town 
Boy,’ taking up the evening. Busi- 
ness meetings were held Tuesday, 
after which a banquet was tossed in 
the studios. Finale comes this morn- 
ing (Wednesday), at which time 
prexy Alperson will address the 
district and branch managers. There 
will be another screening in the 
afternoon of scenes from films now 
in the works. 

At meet in the Ambassador hotel, 
Edward Peskay told sellers that the 
company planned 65 productions for 
the coming season. Program will 
include 25 features, 24 program 
series and 16 westerns. 


GN Prizes 

Splitup of GN $2,500 for sales 
drive went to Hymie Levine, New 
Haven; Merritt Davis, Charlotte; 
Cleve Adams, Albany, and Jules | 
Lapidus, Pittsburgh. At same time | 
four district managers were created 
to work under the supervision of the 
eastern and western division bosses. 
Appointments made were: Pat Pin- 
nell, Kansas City salesman, to man- 
age Salt Lake branch, and Bert Day, 





Louis salesman, to handle the 
Memphis office. 
Home office and studio execs of 


Repubiic will participate in the dis- 
cussions at the convention = an- 
nounced for May 30 to June 2, in 
Hollywood. Large group of Repub- 
lic franchise holders and distrib 
will assemble for the meet, first to 
be held on the Coast. 

There is no production at the Co- 
lumbia plant now, but three 
will be in the works during the 
vention. 


film 


cone 


last of the 


Columbia, majors to} 
past years, will produce for the com- 
ing (1937-'38) season 58 pictures. | 

It will be Columbia’s first conven- | 
tion on the Coast since 1929, with 
sales force of 250 attending. } 

Jack Cohn and Abe Montague, | 
v.p. and sales manager, respectively, | 
are at present on the Coast settling | 
details. 


| last 


Approved by New York City’s 
chief engineer and finally settled as 
to boundaries, the proposed amend- 
ment to the 


which will forever prohibit any type 


existing zoning laws, 
of theatre, cabaret or dance hall on 
Fifth, Park and Madison 
goes before the Board of 


Apportionment at a 


avenues, 
Estimate 
and statutory 


public indications 


June 4, 
Board 


which 


hearing 
are that the 
te proposal 


will also okay 


then auto- 
So 


there have been no objections from 


will 


matically become effective. far, 


property holders, while there has 


been a favorable written response 


from aie group which’ represents 
$500,000,000 in real estate in the af- 
fected area. 

The nixed territory take 
of an awkward paddle fanning out 
at lower half and running through 
the center of Manhattan Island. To 
be called a restricted retail district, 
it extends from 23d street at its 
lower extremity to 84th street at the 
northern tip. Above the 84th street 
limitation the boulevards take care 
of themselves, being strictly residen- 
tial locations. 

Stipulations are: Fifth avenue from 
26th to 59th street, including 100 feet 
west of the avenue proper; Madison 
avenue from 23d to 84th street, in 
cluding 100 feet eost and west of 
the avenue; Park avenue from 3lst 
to 34th street and from 39th to 59th 
street, with a 100-foot restriction 
also in effect into all side streets. 
Two of town’s busiest crosstown 
streets are also hit with 57th street 
and 34th street from Broadway to 
Park avenue included in the restrict- 
ed zone. 

The Fifth Avenue Assn., sponsors 
of the new legislation, sce in the 
adoption of the new rule a setback 
for Broadwayites who saw a switch 
of the theatrical zone to the east 
side. Now that they have been per- 
manently nixed, Fifth avenue group 
thinks it would do for Broadway 
Assn. and 42d Street Assen. to try 
similar tactics in their own backe 
yard and outlaw the juice joints, 
auction rooms and health store front 
auditoriums, for improvement of the 
established amusement center. 


; the form 


TREND TO NORTH CHI 


Building Activity Now Concentrated 
in That Direction 
Chicago, May 18. 

Theatre building activity in Chi- 
cago for the next few years will be 
almost wholly concentrated on the 
northside, according to plans of the- 
atre operators. After years of action 
on the south and west sides of town 
for the building of new theatres, the 
trend has switched completely to- 
wards the Evanston, Wilmette, Wine 
netka strip along Lake Michigan. 

This trend is based not only on the 
shift of population growth towards 
the north, but also upon the fact that 
the ‘ratio of theatre seats to popula- 
tion is less in the northern section of 
the town than anywhere else. 

Balaban & Katz, Jones, Linick & 


Schaefer, Harry Balaban, Sam 
Meyers, Essaness, G. S. C. Circuit, 
Lasker Bros. and individual theatre 
operators have their eyes pointed 


Strictly to the north, and whatever 
plans there are for building in Chi- 


cago are for spots there. Some halfe- 
dozen theatres are already in the 
making, led by the Harry Balabene- 
| A, J. Balaban Esquire, which will be 
a 1,200-seater. Plans are now being 
drawn for four or five more, and 
other exhibitors are scouring -he tere 
ritory for likely property on which 


to build. 


Bryn Mawr Objects 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Business Ass'n of Bryn Mawr, rit«y 
Philly suburb and home of Bryn 
Mawr College, adopted a resolution 
week condemning distribs for 
not giving earlier playing dates to 
their home town house. Members 
claimed the house is being discrime 


inated against and potential custome 


ers are being driven into other towns, 

William Mooney, prez of the Bryn 
Mawr Trust Co., took up the cudgels 
to elin inate ‘this undesirable condie 


| tion.’ 
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GT 
Soday SHE LOVES AS ALL WOMEN 


DREAM OF LOVING—but few dare! 


Tod, 
O ay 
/ HER EVERY GESTURE, EVERY 
SMILE, EVERY TEAR WILL STIR 
THOUSANDS OF WOMEN WHO 
KNOW THE INCOMPARABLE 
I GENIUS OF BERGNER, THE 


WORLD’S FINEST ACTRESS! 





Toad 
O or 
AT THE RIVOLI THEATRE, IN 
THE MOST POPULAR, MOST IM- 
PASSIONED ROLE SHE EVER 
PLAYED, SHE HEADS ONE OF 
THE GREATEST ENTERTAIN- 
| MENT PROGRAMS NEW YORK 


EVER SAW OR FLOCKED TO! 

















Dy wish RAYMOND MASSEY + ROMNEY BRENT 


Presented by MAX SCHACH * Produced and Directed by PAUL CLINNER for Trafalgar Films *« Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 
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Canadian Dailies Big Publicity 
Givers to American Programs: 


South Hostile, Chicago Frigid: 


— 


Advertising agency p.a.’s, whose 
major assignment is that of grabbing 
free space for their radio programs 
reports that the most notahle trend 
in their field during the past broad- 
cast season has been the increasing 
attention which Canadian newspapers 
have been giving shows emanating 
from this side of the border. In some 
eases the consistent domination of 
radio columns in the leading Do- 
minion papers by news and gossip 
items concerning American mike 
personalities has become the com- 
mon thing. 


On the American side the agency 





p.a.’s have found southern publish- 
ers still showing little inclination to | 
give the space breaks to broadcast- 
ing. Thaw in this sector has been 
no faster in the past 10 months than 
it had been in previous years. Be- 
cause of this situation the south at 
mains one section where regional | 
radio fan mags can continue to flour- | 
ish. 

In the syndicate field the radio | 
roto section put out by the Des 
Moines Register-Tribune and the 
‘Screen and Radio Weekly edited by 
the Detroit Free Press have made 
considerable progress during the 
past broadcast season in tying up 
newspaper subscribers to the respec- 
tive services. In the instance of the | 
Free Press’ insert the client list has | 
jumped 52% within the year. Central 
Press recently added a_ section | 
tagged ‘Artists of the Air Waves’ to | 


its mat page mat service. | 


From the angle ot radio space giv- 
ing the agency p.a.’s have found! 
Chicago the coldest among the big | 
cities. Here’s how they rank the 


picture breaks in the local news- | 
papers: 
1. Cleveland. 
Boston. | 
. New York. 
Los Angeles. 
San Francisco. 
Atlanta. 
Milwaukee. 
Buffalo. 
Des Moines, 
. Pittsburgh. 


BLAIR DICKER WITH 
MIDWEST DISC COLD 


SERIA INHwWN 


_ 








Negotiations between John Blair | 


& Co., and Midwest Recordings, Inc., 
of Minneapolis, for a buy-in on the 
latter organization, have gone cold. 
It had been the station rep’s idea to 
use the disc outfit for the creation 
of spot programs which it could of- 
fer direct to the advertising trade. 
Two camps couldn't agree on finan- 
cial arrangements after weeks of 
dickering. 

Blair & Co. added three new ones 


| Sample-Hummert agency. 








Belated Congrats 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Visiting Young & Rubicam 
execs were being taken through 
the Hollywood office setup by 
Tom Harrington, manager. With 
particular pride he showed 
them the filing system. Flipping 
back one index tab after an- 
other he paused at the section 
labelled ‘congratulatory mes- 
sages.” All they saw was com- 
plete emptiness. 

Next day Harrington received 
a dozen wires for the congrats 
niche. Agency lads had heard 
about it. 











POST-LUNCHEON, 
SPOT FOR GEN'L 
MILLS 


Chicago, May 18. 

General Mills full 60-minute 
morning show on the Columbia web 
becomes an afternoon show on July 
12, when the time will be switched 
to 1:30 p.m. central time. 

By making this shift, the General 
Mills hour will be put on a one- 
time broadcast schedule for coast- 
to-coast coverage, where the present 
morning setup necessitates a_ re- 
broadcast for the Coast listeners. 

Placed through the local Blackett- 








Dismiss Remick vs. WNEW 


Infringement suit brought in Fed- 
eral Court by M. Witmark & Sons, | 
Remick Music Corp., and T. B.| 
Harms Co., against WBO Broadcast- 
ing Corp., operators of Station 
WNEW, was dismissed last week by 
Judge Clancy without projudice and 
leave to the plaintiffs to take fur- 
ther action if desired. 

Music companies objected to de- 
fendants broadcasting several of 
their songs without first obtaining a 
license. They sought $5,000 for each 
alleged violation. 


WFBR’s Pimlico Beat 


Baltimore, May 15. 
WFBR has signed exclusive broad- 
casting rights to the running of the 
Preakness and Futurity races at 

Pimlico for a period of five years. 
Considerable competition for event 
by local stations and the two na- 
tional chains, but contract awarded 














to its list last week. Outlets are 
WMBG, Richmond, Va.; KFEL, Den- 
ver, and KOB, Albuquerque. Shift 
of WMBG from Furgason & Aston to 
Biair becomes effective when the 
station goes on the NBC red (WEAF) 
June 29. 

It will be the first time that Blair 
has had connections in each of the 
three towns. KOB becomes part of 
NBC's Pacific and red (WEAF) 
links on an optional basis June 15. 


Haws Leaves WCFL 


Chicago, May 18. 

Effective as of yesterday (17), 
R. Calvert Haws has resigned as 
program director of WCFL. Came 
about on the heels of a two-week 
vacation period and understood that 
Haws is going on to a new connec- 
tion after a couple more weeks’ 
rest. 

To date no replacement has been 
mode at the Federation of Labor 
station. 








Dan Seymour Returns East 

Dan Seymour, foil and announcer 
on the Gillette show, returns to New 
York with the Milton Berle troupe 
this Friday (21) and will likely be 
returned by Ruthrauff & Ryan to 
the Spry and Rinso daytime shows 
on CBS. 

Network established precedent in 
Seymour's case in that it sent him 
along with the program to Holly- 


| WFER in recognition of close cc- 
operation in revitalizing historic 
course since Alfred G. Vanderbilt, 


who recently bought in, took i914. 
WFBR :s local outlet for NBC red 


| tady. 


| Bridon’s 
| Forty-Five’ will be aired by Colum- 





network. 











Lever Bros. is pulling the Lux 
| Theatre and the Al Jolson-Martha 
| Raye program from Columbia the 
| first week of July. Each will be 
| off nine weeks. Account’s two day- 
| time serials on the same network, 
‘Big Sister’ (Rinso) and ‘Aunt Jen- 
nie’s Real Life Stories’ (Spry) stay 
as is. 

Agencies involved, J. Walter 
Thompson and Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
scout the report that the temporary 
holdups is for economy reasons. 
Lever Bros. recently had a judgment 
handed down against it in the IIli- 
nois Supreme Court which held the 
Boston soap combine guilty of in- 
fringing on a method of producing 
soap beads, which Procter & Gamble 
and Colgate-Palmolive-Peet claimed 
they jointly controlled. 





wood. 


Savings on the nine weeks will 


Levers Fold Jolson, Lux 
But Will Continue Daytime Serials 


Here and There 


KRMD, Shreveport, and K?LC, 
Lake Charles, La., have appointed 
J. J. Devine and Associates, Inc., as 
exclusive national reps. 





Lincoln Simons and Gale Blocki, 
of John Blair’s New York and Chi- 
cago offices, respectively, are mak- 
ing a tour of the stations on the 
company’s list. 

Larry Nixon, WMCA, N. Y., p. a., 
got himself interviewed on his own 
station last Tuesday (11) on an arti- 
cle, ‘Vagabond Vacationing,’ carried 
in the June Cosmopolitan. 


O’Haire, 
succeed Jim 
Kentucky Club’s_ thrice-weekly 
sports program on WGY, Schenec- 
Healey quit because his other 
account, Sun Oil, complained. 
O’Haire is also on WOKO, Albany, 
for Peter Schuyler cigars. 


Gene freelancer, was 


picked to 





American premiere of Geoffrey 
verse-drama ‘March of 
the web 


bia’s Workshop over 


May 30. 





Iowa Broadcasting System claims 
to have scooped its state on the Hin- 
denburg tragedy when news editor 
Benedict Harman had the flash on 
the air at 5:32—just nine minutes 
after the accident. 

Harold Fair, program director for 
WHO, handled running account of 
Fordon-Brown National Air show at 
the Des Moines airport May 15 
and 16. 





August R. Maekelberghe, Belgian 
organist, joins staff at WWJ, Detroit. 





Clair Heyer promotion and mer- 
chandising manager of _ station 
KXBY, Kansas City, leaving for job 
with WHBF, Rock Island. 





C. Robert Thompson, general man- 
ager, WCOL, Columbus, visiting in 
New York. 





Sibyl Jason guest on the Sealtest 
show over NBC next Sunday night 
(23). 





William A. Brady, legit producer, 
will emote adaptation from ‘A Free 
Soul’ on Kate Smith’s show Thurs- 
day (27) of next week. Deal set by 
Sam Weisbord, of the Morris office. 

‘Personal Column of the Aijr’ 
(Procter & Gamble for Crisco), on 
NBC blue and red webs, expands 
from nine to ten broadcasts weekly 
commencing June -4. 





Harry Hiller has been added to 
staff of NBC studio controlmen, 





Dick Roll, mikeman, has switched 
from WALR, Zanesville, to WHIO, 
Dayton, Ohio. sd 





Ralph Nelson, chief announcer at 
KDB, Santa Barbara, Calif., quit last 
week to freelance in Chicago. 

Nancy Kelly has been added to 
‘Myrt and Marge’ serial over CBS. 
Also troupes on ‘March of Time.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford will 
guest on the Ben Bernie (Am. Can) 
May 25 over NBC-blue. Duo will 





Lux for Summer, 





figure around $300,000 in time and 
talent. 

Al Jolson and the others on the 
Rinso show (CBS) last week were 
given new 26-week contracts, effec- 
tive with Sept. 7. Program folds 
July 6 for the summer. Others re- 
newed were Victor Young and 
Martha Raye. 

Hollywood, May 18. 

There'll be a lull in Tiny Ruffner’s 
professional life during July and 
August. With Community Sing back 
on the old stamping grounds and 
the Joe Penner and Al Jolson 
shows ducking the kilocycle sweat 
for nine and eight weeks, respec- 
tively, the Ruthrauff & Ryan Coast 
chief will build for the fall. 

Gillette program hauled east to- 
day (Tues.) when Walter Wanger 
decided not to use Milton Berle in 





‘52nd Street.’ 





Healey on | 








Peter B. Kyne’s $2500 Royalty Demand 


Just Before ‘H'wood Hotel Broadcasts 





A. M. vs. Booze 





A notorius booze-walloping 


announcer had been doing 
okay because his comeback 
program was in the morning. 


Showed up sober at the early 


hour. 

Then the sponsor moved 
show to night spot. That was 
too much of a strain on the 


guy’s good intentions. 











STUART DOYLE 


BUYS 16 RADIO 
STATIONS 


Sydney, April 27. 
Stuart F. Doyle, Australian the- 


+ 





atre man, has been bitten severely | 
by the radio bug. Within the past | 


few weeks he has bought on behalf 
of Commonwealth Broadcasters in- 
terests in no less than 16 Commer- 
cials spread in the key centres of 
Australia. And Doyle is still going 
on buying to create the greatest 
chain of broadcasters in the South- 
ern Hemisphere. 

Now known as the ‘C.B.N.’ (Com- 
monwealth Broadcasting Network), 
this chain already has coverage in 
Sydney, Brisbane, Newcastle, Mel- 





| 
| 


| 


bourne, Adelaide, Perth, Tasmania. | 
Music Publisher Frank Albert is in| 


with Doyle on the buy and is at 
present in America seeking radio 
ideas and so forth for use over the 
new chain. 

Doyle is chairman, 
Marden in as g.m. 





present novelty number on_ twin 
Hammond organs. Herman Bernie 
set. 

Phil Baker has cleffed his first 


song in three years, ‘My Heaven on 
Earth.’ 

Mary Martin, vocalist with Buddy 
Rogers’ orch. on ‘Twin Stars’ (Na- 
tional Biscuit) program on CBS, is 
being lens-lamped by Columbia Picts. 





Aldo Ricci phantom strings and 
Drane Sisters set for Fred Allen 
show May 19, 





Norman S. McGee newcomer to!) 


sales staff of station WQXR, N. Y. 





Sands Point Yacht Club, of which 
many broadcasting folk are mem- 
bers, opened for season Saturday. 
Mike Porter, radio ed on N. Y. Jour- 
nal, is this year’s Commodore. 





WLW, Cincy, now airing religious 
programs for 18 different sects. Sta- 
tion’s rate for such is card, less 15%, 
with all dealings direct. 





Jimmy Flynn added to WMCA, 
N. Y., production staff, boss of which, 
Charlie Capps, is now vacashing. 





Air Features, Inc., production unit 
employed by Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert N. Y. office, now under same 
roof with agency. Since its incep- 
tion has occupied separate quarters. 

John Howe, of WGY’s sales staff. 
is arranging for annual blowout of 
studio crew at Luther's, Saratoga 
Lake, May 28. 

Bill Slocum, Jr., scion of the N. Y. 
American's sports scribe, newly at- 
tached to CBS's publicity pen to 
carve out copy on the extensive 
sports coverage network will carry 
this summer, 





Dinty Doyle, N .Y. American radio 
ed, to Coast June 6 for four-week 
Stay. 

Tommy Ott joins staff of WIND, 
Chicago, as organist. Comes from 
WHBF, Rock Island, III, 





Hal Culver, formerly of KWK, St. 
Louis, has been added to announcing 
staff of WLS, Chicago, 





Jimmy Dudley, WIND, announcer, 
now doubling WJJD, other Ralph 
Atlass Chicago indie, for sports and 


with Frank | 
| copyrighted in 1913. 





Hollywood, May 18. 

Eleventh hour demand by Peter 
B. Kyne for a $2,500 royalty on the 
airing of one of his literary works 
on Hollywood Hotel last week gave 
Producer Bill Bacher a series of 
prolonged jitters until the clearance 
was. straightened out. Author’s 
crackdown came day before the 
broadcast and took on such serious 
proportions that Bacher was ready 
to chuck the piece and fashion a 
script of his own for the picture 
players engaged for enactment. 

Kyne’s peeve is said to have 
grown out of two disappointments: 
one because the name of his tome 
was changed to ‘The Go Getter,’ and 
the other that he has been dicker- 
ing for a radio deal that would en- 
compass all his works and ethering 
of this one would just about chil] 
such a venture. Understood that 
Warners paid off the tap rather than 
miss out on the picture’s exploita- 
tion. 


BYER, BOWMAN AGENCY 
SUED ON COPYRIGHT 


Columbus, May 18. 

One dollar for each copy of 200,- 
000 music folios containing an un- 
authorized song is asked in a suit 
filed in U. S. District Court here by 
the Melrose Bros. Music Co., Inc., 
and the Indiana Union. 

Defendants in the $200,000 action 
are Ohio Oil Co. and Byer & Bow- 
man, a Columbus advertising agency, 








who are charged with using the 
song, ‘Indiana, Our Indiana,’ in a 
folio distributed for advertising 


purposes without the consent of the 
copyright owners. 

‘Indiana, Our Indiana’ is an official 
song of the U. of Indiana and was 
Since 1930 it 


| has been published by Melrose. 





_NBC Coast Lease Holds 





newscasting, 


Up Hollywood Studio 


Hollywood, May 18. 

NBC will struggle along with its 
present facilities next fall unless it 
is successful in disposing of a three 
and a half year lease remaining on 
its present quarters. That was the 
statement of Don Gilman on his re- 
turn from New York. He added that 
no definite site had been selected but 
that the new plant would be pitched 
in Hollywood—if and when. 

Gilman admitted that the heavy 
influx of shows from the east in the 
fall would force the net to line up 
some remote spots, something they 
have long shied from. 





Doris Hare Goes Home 





English comedienne 
contract to NBC 
Artists Service as air performer, 
sailed back to London Friday (14) 
to go into rehearsal in a new play 
by George Frank, which C. B. Coch- 
ran will produce in West End late 
in June. 

She came to U. S. last autumn in 
the cast of ‘Night Must Fall.’ NBC 
caught her in the show and signed 
her. Efforts to peddle her commer- 
cially chilled. 


Doris Hare, 
who was under 





Echo from the Vallee 


Chattanooga, Tenn., May 18. 

W. R. (Doc) Johnston, radio an- 
nouncer husband of Evelyn Gresham, 
filed suit for divorce last week. She 
was with Rudy Vallee in recent 
Boston photographer fracas. 

Technically Johnston charged de- 
sertion and said they hadn’t shared 
breakfast in two years. Called 
Evelyn a career girl. 





Weed Invades Detroit 


Weed & Co., station reps, wil! open 
a Detroit office May 1, 

M. J. Thomas, now with the Chi- 
cago sales staff, will take charge ol 
the new branch. 





Legit Actor’s Radio Script 
Scripts by Don Beddoe, legit actor. 
will be used on ‘Aunt Jenny's True 
Life Stories’ series May 31, June ! 
and 2 over WABC. 
Actor is also appearing on ‘John’s 
Other Wife’ series daily over WEAF. 
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| ~ Actors Equity ‘On the Verge’ Again 





Spurred Into Show of Activity by Rumored 





Actors Equity Association is again 
talking about organizing the talent 
in radio. This time the spur to ac- 
tion is the prospective entry into the 
field of a C.I.O. affiliated union. 
Latter has been functioning quietly 
around the industry, with the belief 
expressed by those privy to its ac- 
tivities that the latest suggestion of 
action by Equity will not succeed in 
forcing the C.I.O. setup out into the 
open as yet. 

Equity officials have from time to 
time during the past several years 
announced that the A.F.L. affiliate 
was ‘on the verge’ of a concerted or- 
ganization drive among dramatic 
players and other performers in the 
broadcasting industry. None of it 
ever got beyond the announcement 
stage. Equity has made no recent 
survey of the industry to determine 
conditions and scales of remunera- 
tion prevailing amohg mike enter- 


C.1.0. Aggression 





CBS on Board Soon 


Way is gradually being paved 
for the stock of the Columbia 
network to go on the big board. 
It is figured that it will have 
that listing by the end of July. 

Application for the web's 
latest financial move has not as 
yet been filed with the Secur- 
ities Exchange Commission. Nor 
have the newly engraved 
tificates been received 
the printer, 


cer- 
from 














W. C. FIELDS 1S 


tainers, figuring to depend on data | 


collected by the organization nearly 
four years ago. 

Frank Gillmore, Equity prez, plans 
to turn to the matter of organizing 
radio talent soon after the American 
Theatre Council closes its sessions at 
the Astor hotel, New York, next 
Thursday (27). Actual starting date 
of the drive has not been decided. 

Columbia Network officials during 
the past week ®eld a series of long 
sessions with representatives of the 
American Guild of Re¢io Announ- 
cers and Asst. Directors. but are far 
from agreement on a scale of wages 
and working conditions. Some of 
the sessions have lasted until 4 a.m. 
and have developed some hard give- 
and-take. 


FIRESTONE JAM 


STRAIGHTENED 


Firestone Tire stays where it is, 
on the NBC-Red (WEAF, 8 to 8:30 
p.m. Monday, as a result of an ap- 
peal the account made to David 
Sarnoff, RCA prez. At the latter’s 
request Lenox R. Lohr got in touch 
with the head of the Johnson Floor- 
Wax outfit and induced him to waive 
the assignment his firm had re- 
ceived on the Firestone spot. 

NBC sales department had okayed 
Johnson’s bid for the period while 
Firestone was trying to decide about 
guaranteeing its return to the web 
after a brief summer vacation. John- 
son retains the Fibber McGee and 
Molly combination in the 9 to 9:30 
period the same evening. 





NBC WRITES OFF 15G 


Buick Pays $35,000 for Braddock- 
Louis Fisticuffs 


NBC will absorb part of the $50,- 
000 that is being paid for the broad- 
cast rights to the James Braddock- 
Joe Louis fight in Chicago June 22. 
Buick, the commercial tag on the 
airing, set $35,000 as the limit, but 
the network met the counter-bidding 
from CBS with a tilt to 50 grand. 
There will be about 125 stations ‘in 
the fight hookup. 

Columbia has in the past assumed 
Similar differences for sports rights, 
Writing it off to sustaining program 
costs, 





Visiting 








In New York 
A. F. Busch, WGR, Buffalo. 
J. H. Ryan, WSPD, Toledo. 
Bob Mitchell, WMBG, Richmond. 
Bob Thompson, WCOL, Columbus. 
Sam Cook, WFBL, Syracuse. 
Walter Klauer, WKBB, Dubuque, 


John A, Kennedy, W. Va. Re- 


£ional. 


J. W. Pate, WACO, Waco, Tex. 


NEW RADIO 
SMACK 


W. C. Fields’ first two weeks on the 
Chase & Sanborn program have 
aroused expectations in the radio 
trade that the next C. A.B. report in 
two weeks will reflect a sharp jump. 
C. A. B. report out Monday (17) did 


not have time to show any notable 
increase in the hour's rating over 
‘Do You Want to be an Actor?’. 


Fields is an unexpected sensation 
apparently and was not originally 
set by agency except for-a guester. 
He has but lately recovered from a 
long illness. 

Throw-away delivery of Fields is 


what is attracting the most atten- 
| tion. His reptile gag Sunday caused 
| some eyebrow-raising anent the 
growing tendency of the big hours 
to pass blueish material. 

Those who heard Fields for the 
first time on his second broadcast 
| were promptly pooh-poohed. ‘You 
should have heard him the first 


week’ said the good-old-days con- 
tingent. Those who heard him on 
the second broadcast, however, still 
seemed to feel that radio had 
brought in another entertainment 
dreadnaught. 





DeVores Reveal Status 


Cincinnati, May 18. 
Secret marriages of Billie and 
Ruth deVore, of the deVore Sis- 
ters, vocal threesome on WLW, was 
disclosed last week. Knots were 
tied several months since. Billie 
is wife of Cass Cox, trombonist, 
formerly with Barney Rapp’s or- 
chestra. Ruth became. bride of 
Fred Thomas, Crosley newsroom 
| writer. 
Marjorie, eldest of the trio, is 


single. 


Oukio Ducks Air Heat 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Camel show will be minus the 
antics of Jack Oakie for the 13 
weeks following May 22 broadcast. 
Comic takes his regular seasonal 
lavoff. 

Framework of summer show be- 
ing ironed out in Winston-Salem, 
N. C., by William Esty, J. Saving- 
ton Crampton and officials Mf R. J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


Geete with Bankers 


Ferde Grofe takes over the bank- 
ers’ program on CBS June 4. Phila- 
delphia Symphony had held the spot 
since the series’ inception. 

It's a Friday evening hour, 

WHO Act Wins Scholarship 
Des May 18. 
Little Maids, talent on 
WHO. Des Moines, for two years, 
have been awarded university 
scholarships by the National Hono1 
Society and will all attend North- 

western U. next vear. 

Girls are Annabel Lounsberry, 
Kay Neal! and Bette Jane Graham 
all students at East High School. 


Moines, 
Three 
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Union Demands for Time at 
Card Rates May Bring 
Up Whole New Series of 
Problems for Networks 


and Local Stations 


LAWRENCE CASE 


Organized labor is 


RN SPONSO 





Dave Driscoll, WOR, Gets Hobo’s Rush 
At Flying Field in Stunt Rivalry 


‘0 ON DIO 


que to come 
knocking on radio's door seeking ail 
time to propagandize. As yet the 
industry can scarcely be said to be 
aware of this new and eager spon- | 
sor, but before summer is out the | 
networks as well as a large majority 
of indie stations throughout the land 


will probably have to decide 
whether they are going to be willing 
to have Labor organize 
medium. 
Through 
Labor 


the 
been 


months 
SIZziIng 
it up as a propaganda possibility, and 
now the overtures are due. On Sun- 
day (23) the C.I.O. is going to make 
its first bid to line up the textile 
workers of New England. John L 
Lewis and Sidney Hillman will speak 
from Lawrence, Mass., over 
Springfield: WORC, Worcester, “and 
WPRO, Providence. (C.I.O. has deals 
pending with four other stations to 
carry the campaign’s opening blast.) 
For long time Avalon Cigarets has 
sponsored a weekly talk by Chester 
Wright. editor of International Labor 
News Service, on WEVD, N. Y.'s 
‘labor union’ station. These talks are 
being waxed, and the e. t.’s will 
spotted on 20 selected broadcasters 
by the sponsor. One station, 
WGBI, Scranton. 
tions will be placed on 
areas the C.1.O. either 
vade or cement its hold. 
Another wax series is ‘The March 
Labor.’ dramatizations of labor 
news. The Telegraphists’ Union this 
month started 
WOL, Washington, and already over- 
tures are being made to a score of 
stations dotted around the country 
where union wants to consolidate 
its strength. 
Garment Workers’ bankroll a 
weekly hour operatic program on 
WEVD, which feeds it out to a ‘net- 


past several 


has ogling radio, 


be 


already 
set, is Transcrip- 
in 
in- 


stations 
wants. to 


of 


work’ composed of WELI, New 
Haven: WRAX, Philly, and WCOP, 
Boston. 


Now ‘Converted’ 

But the big radio blast is expected 
to come from the C.I.O., now that 
outfit has reputedly become sold on 
C .2.0. pub- 
the old 
than the 


proselytizing via radio. 
licity 
school who saw 


from 
no further 
headlines. 
ozone 


advisers were 
newspaper 
sold organizing See 
as ideal means of getting right to the 
workers. 

When C.1LO. was fighting General 
Motors. overtures were made to De- 
stations for airings: nixed, the 
C.1.0. did not squawk, but watched 
closely to discover what breaks the 
manufacturer given Stations 
ducked issues save for neutral news- 
casts of situation day by day. 


on air 


was 


through their 


WSPR, | 


sponsoring series on | 





Now reported | 


CBS and NBC have, at present, a | 


ban on accepting as a sponsor Labor 


as an organizer of unionism. In the 


instance of Mutual and regionals, 
each individual station adopts its 
own course. Labor indicates it will 
want to know why it cant put on 
‘institutional’ programs such as the 
Ford Sunday Evening Hour or the 
General Motors Concert 

Majority of the indie stations 
around the country do not accept 
union-sponsored propaganda or or- 
ganizing programs. There are rather 


a few small broadcaster howevel! 
which will accept spots announcing 
a labor meeting. Labor is now col- 
lecting data on how every station in 
the country feels toward it 

For years any large convention 
of a sizable union has been page- 
one news in the papers, but net- 
works have never viven such labor 
conventions a tumble. including the 
always large-looming A. F. of L 
| pow-wows Last week, however 
when the Garment Workers con- 


| spot, 





Eager Athletes 


Radio bunch at Young & 
Rubicam try to give the office 
a country club atmosphere Sat- 
urday mornings by coming in 


togged out in sports coats, duck 
pants and sneakers. 

They explain that they'll 
off to play tennis when 
whistle blows at 1 o'clock. 


LABOR TALKS 
CONTINUE AT 
WHN 


be 
the 











filing charges with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board against 
Station WHN, N. Y., the American 
Radio Telegraphists got togethe 
with Louis K. Sidney, director, May 
16, discuss changes in working 
conditions of the technical personnel. 
Another meeting is skedded for May 


After 


to 


21, at which time wage question and 
closed shop will be further dis- 
cussed. 


ARTA wants a sliding scale which 
will equal almost that of the major 


networks for its members. It also 
seeks a closed shop, which idea 
covers ‘job security’ and ‘perma- 
nence.” 

Claim filed with the NLRB states 
that the station refused collective 


intimidated the men and 
sought to establish a company union, 


bargaining, 
contrary to the regulations imposed 
by the recently passed Wagner Act. 


Jane Froman on Jell-0; 
No Biscuit Successor 


Young & Rubicam has Jane Fro- 
man and Don Ross set for the Jell-O 
starting July 4, and 
orchestra due to carry the 
burden of the revised Packard show, 
effective June 8. Another pending 
program change involves the Ches- 
terfield half hour with Hal 
with Newell-Emmett the agency. 

MecCann-Erickson reports that Na- 


Green's 


tional Biscuit has no plans for its 
Sunday night stanza on CBS with 
Victor Moore and Helen Broderick 


after June 20, when the present 26- 
week contract expires. Marx Bros 


were rumored, 


Vox Pop Mike 


Denver, May 18. 

A. McClelland, chief engineer 
has devised and built for use 
a breast-plate mike. The breast- 
plate i of leather, with the 
mike protruding at the proper angle 
to in front of the an- 
nouncer’s mouth, An 8-ball mike is 
used. 

Apparatus is 


Ing 


‘¥ 
KLZ, 


made 


be always 


used on the inquir- 


programs. 


‘Party Line’ Goes On 


repo! ter 


Chicago, Mav 18 
Renewal for 52 weeks on Sandr: 
Michael ‘Monticello Party Line,’ 
five-a-week transcription serial, ha 
been igned by Cramer-Krasselt, 
Milwaukee agency, for. Caldwell's 
Svrup of Pepsin, effective Sept. 27, 
and show to continue throughout 
immer on 60 stations. Makes show 
ind sponsor tie-up for the third suec- 
ce ve Veal 
Columbia Transcription Service 
Chicago studios, doing the recording. 
vened for their annual in Atlantic 
City, NBC was asked to carry a pe- 
riod. Web obliged by picking up a 
,pair. It was the first time that a 
station or network other than WEVD 
ever ran a wire into a Jabor-union 


convention floor, 





Dave Driscoll, of WOR, New York, 
got badly manhandled at the fiving 
field last Friday, after Dick Merrill 
and Jack Lambie brought in thei 
plane from England. Driscoll had : 
portable pack strapped to his back 
and came forward to describe the 
scene and gather up Lambie for a 
few words. Merrill was known to 
be NBC's exclusively, but WOR 
thought Lambie was fair game 


Understood Driscoll received some 
brutal kicking arownd. He had evi- 
dently pointed as 


person and 


been out an une 


authorized given a scuf- 


fing by ‘persons unknown.’ 


WOR was supposed to be ‘making 


an investigation’ of the personal 
bruising given Driscoll lt was seen 
as part of the hazards of special 


eventing. 
WOR stayed up all night following 


the Merrill-Lambie plane in across 
the Atlantic. Johnny Johnstone had 
|} secured an unusual concession from 


WOR advertisers permitting author- 


ized break-ins without time rebates. 
Riding the event hard, WOR, 
through its New England affiliate, 
had an exclusive from Quincy, 
Mass., a couple of hours before the 
N. Y. flying field episode occurred, 


WCAU-MUSICIAN 
FEUD LOOKS 
ENDED 





Philadelphia, May 18. 
End of the long feud between 
WCAU and Musicians’ Union here 


hove definitely into sight this week, 
Station will have a unionized house 
band of 16 pieces before next Sep- 


| tember, 


Johnny | 


Kemp, | 


the result of 
sides. Undere 
will be al- 


sustaining 


Projected peace js 
compromises on both 
stood studio orchestras 
lowed to work on both 
and commercial programs. 

Tomei and Levy haven't yet met 
on the new proposals. All confab- 
bing so far has been indirect and une 
official, 


Hacnschen View Rubinoff 


Absence of Dave Rubinoff in Hol- 
lywood on picture-making leave of 
absence has prompted Chevrolet to 


temporarily substitute Gus Haen- 


schen. Latter will cut first dises this 

Friday (21) under supervision of 
Ken Burton, of the Walter Craig 
| office, 


Discs are used to plug Chevrolet 
dealers’ used cars. Network program 
with Rubinoff will originate in Hol- 
Iywood until June 6. Walter Craig 
is out there producing for Campbell- 
Ewald, 


Myerson Coasts for RCA 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Harry Myerson has come on from 
the home office to take charge of 
radio transcriptions and Victor re- 
cordings at Hollywood plant of 
Radio Corporation of America. 
Takes over from Art Rush, who 


has been made Hollywood manager 


of Columbia Concert Bureau. 


Juve Mag Ed Airs 


Irving Crump, editor of Boy's Life 


may, has been lined up by Columbia 
to ether-dramatize R. L. Stevenson's 
‘Treasure Island,’ 

CBS will air over 39 15-min, 
periods at three-a-week pace, starte 
ing time not yet set. Program will, 
of course, be primed for kids. Net 


is now shopping for a sponsor, 
WIND Signs Football 
Chicago, May 18. 
Station WIND, Gary, Ind has 
again secured the broadcasting rights 
to local games of the Chicage Care 
dinals pro foosall games. 


It's exclusive. 
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KXBY’S BIG PARTY 
Aeroplanes Carry in Guests 
Kansas City Shindig 


for 





Kansas City, May 18. | 

KXBY, Kansas City, celebrated the : 
unveiling of its new studios Saturday 
(15) by making it open house for the 
townsmen, broadcasting a_ special 
series of programs and hosting a 
group of agency people planed in 
from New York and Chicago. Among 
the dramatizations was one prepared 
by the Russell Comer Advertising 


Agency. It dealt with the wartime 
adventures of Sid Noel, WXBY’s 
prez. 


Among the planed-in guests were 
Charles Ayers, Ruthrauff & Ryan; 
Ray Carpentier, Compton Agency; 
Frank Conrad, McCann-Erickson; 
Eart Bachman and Peter Wasser, 
Furgason & Aston; Gene Fromherz, 
J. Walter Thompson; Frank Avery, 
Neisser-Meyerhoff; S. J. Andrews, 
Hanff-Metzger; E. G. Opie, Rogers & 
Smith, and Sil. Aston, Furgason & 
Aston. 


MUTUAL OUT TO 
STRENGTHEN 
SUN. P.M. 


Starting next month and continu- 
ing through summer, Mutual will 
have the strongest dovetailing line- 
up of shows it ever carried riding 
regularly on Sunday nights. Web has 
bunched up some of its strongest to 
compete against CBS and NBC. 
Thought is that by welding a stick- 
by audience through the warm 
months, Mutual can offer some choice 
time to sponsors for winter. 

Summer Sunday night lineup starts 
with Tim and Irene, plus Bunny 
Berrigan’s orch at 6.30 for Admir- 
acion. At 7, Stan Lomax with sports 
comment. Tenants of the Aragon 
ballroom, Chicago, will swing on at 
7.15, followed by Benay Venuta. 
Horace Heidt crew, from Hotel Bilt- 
more, N. Y., will groove in the half- 
hour commencing at 8.30, succeeded 
by Paul Whiteman for an hour from 
Fort Worth Expo. Kay Kyser, spon- 
sored by Willys Overland, bridges 
the 10-10.30 period, with Duke Elling- 
ton’s crew winding up at 11, 














Litigation in Australia 
Involves 2UW, Sydney 


Sydney, April 27. 

Commonwealth Broadcasters (Sta- 
tion 2UW) has two lawsuits at the 
present time. Joan Harvey is seek- 
ing damages covering alleged use of 
a session titled “The Voice of Experi- 
ence,’ which she claims as her own 
property. 

Victoria Park Racing Club is ap- 
pealing to the High Court to set 
aside a verdict in favor of 2 UW 
concerning race-track running de- 
scriptions, and to restrain the sta- 
tion from airing such descriptions to 
the air fans. Both cases stand part- 
heard, ; 


Frisco Radio Show 


San Francisco, May 18. 

Radio show will be held in Civic 
Auditorium Tuesday, May 25, as 
prelude to the seven-day fiesta 
which begins May 27 in celebration 
of the opening of the Golden Gate 
Bridge. Produced under the super- 
vision of Bill Pabst, K¥fRC exec, 
and Lloyd Yoder, NBC press chief, 
the program will open with broad- 
casts of ‘Good Morning Tonite,’ the 
Albers Bros. Coast Red web com- 
mercial, and Johnny O’Brien’s quar- 
ter-hour harmonica session. 

Balance of the show, which will 
include a spelling bee with artists 
from rival networks pitted against 
each other and a 50-piece ork, will 
be broadcast by all bay region trans- 
mitters. 


WAAF, Chi, Appoints Rep 


Chicago, May 18. 

Craig & Hollingberry have been 
appointed national sales rep for 
WAAF, the Drovers Journal station 
here. 

Appointment was made last week 
by Bill Hutchinson, g.m. for WAAF, 
which maintains studios in the Pai- 
mer House and operates as an indie 
outlet. 














Tim and Irene (Ryan) moving into 
Rowayton, Conn., for summer. . 





F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, May 18. 

Arizona: KGAR, Tucson, application for frequency 
change from 1370 to 1340 kc, night power increase 
from 100 to 250 watts, dismissed at applicant’s request. 
California: KEHE, Hearst Radio, Inc., Los Angeles, 
granted authority for auxiliary transmitter to operate 
with 1 kw for emergency purposes only; KGO (NBC), 
San Francisco, granted petition to reinstate application 
to increase power from 7% to 50 kw, for hearing May 
24: Chauncey W. Hammond, Oakland, application for 
new station to be operated on 1280 ke with 1 kw, dis- 
missed at request of applicant. 
Idaho: KFTI, Twin Falls, granted night power boost 
from 500 watts to 1 kw. 
Illinois: Metropolitan Radio Service, Inc., Chicago, 
application for new station to be operated on 1570 ke 
with 1 kw denied as in cases of default. 
Iowa: Western Union College, Le Mars application 
for new station to be operated on 1210 kc with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, denied as in cases of 
default. 
Michigan: WWJ, Detroit, granted consent to transfer 
control of corporation from the trustees named to the 
beneficiaries under the trust. 


North Dakota: KRMC, Jamestown, granted authority 
to change frequency from 1310 to 1370 ke and increase 
time of operation from simultaneous day with KVOX, 
Moorhead, Minn., and sharing with KVOX nights, to 
unlimited. 


Ohio: Ohio Broadcasting Company, East Liverpool, 
application for new station to be operated on 1270 kc 
with 250 watts days only dismissed at applicant’s re- 
quest; Ohio Broadcasting Company, Salem, application 
for new daytime station to be operated on 780 kc with 
250 watts dismissed at applicant’s request; Ohio Broad- 
casting Co., Marion, application for new daytime sta- 
tion to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts dis- 
missed at request of applicant. 


Oklahoma: Dismissal without projudice was recom- 
mended by Examiner Seward for the application of 
KGFF Broadcasting Co., Inc., for a frequency switch 
from 1420 to 1430 kc and a boost in night power from 
100 to 250 watts. 


Applicant’s request for a non-prejudicial dismissal, 
based on the fact that no other parties entered objec- 
tion, was upheld by the examiner. Attorneys for the 
applicant were Philip G. Loucks and Arthur W. Schar- 
feld. 


Oregon: KOOS, Marshfield, granted power jump 
from 250 watts days only to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, and install vertical radiator. 

Pennsylvania: WFBG, Altoona, granied reduction of 
day power from 250 to 100 watts. 


Texas: J. Laurence Martin, Amarillo, application for 
new station to be operated on 1120 kc with 250 watts, 
specified hours, denied as in cases of default. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Pacific Acceptance Corp. of San Diego 
was tagged for an okay by Examiner P. W. Seward. 
Simmering since August, 1935. Seward’s report, con- 
sisting mostly of references to the legal booting around 
suffered by the applicant, recommended a green light 
for the outfit, which is seeking a daytime station to 
be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts. 


Rival applicant—Smith, Keller and Cole—squawked 
about the stock ownership of the stockholders in Pacific 
Acceptance Corporation, Reed E. Callister, owning 
40% of Pacific, also controls 365% of the stock in 
KIEV, Glendale, and 64% of KMTR, Los Angeles, in- 
tervenors pointed out, while K. L. Banning, 20% own- 
er of Pacific stock, holds 36% of KMTR. 


Preponderance of chain programs offered San Diego 
listeners by KGB and KFSD, two existing transmit- 
ters, was cited by Seward as a good reason for the 
establishment of a purely local station. Small advere 
tisers also would be benefited by the cheaper rates 
proposed, examiner said. 

Attorneys appearing for Pacific 
Spearman and Alan B. David. 

Michigan: No soap verdict was handed down for 
Leonard A. Versluis, Grand Rapids, on the establish- 
ment of a 500 watt daytime station to be operated on 
830 ke. Construction of the transmitter would result 
in objectionable interference to station WKAR, East 
Lansing, within its 500 microvolt per meter contour, 
Examiner Ralph L. Walker ruled. 


Versluis, a photographer and one-third owner of 
WJIM, Lansing, was represented by Frank D. Scott. 


New Jersey: Day juice-jump for New Jersey Broad- 
casting Corporation, licensee of WHOM, Jersey City, 
was discouraged by Examiner RK. H. Hyde, who pointed 
out that additional daytime facilities were not needed 
in the area proposed to be served and that the change 
would adversely affect WSAR, Fal! River, Mass. 

Station, using same 1450 ke frequency as WSAR, 
wanted daytime boost from 250 watts to 1 kw. Horace 
L. Lohnes appeared for WHOM. 

North Carolina: New station for Asheville, to be 
operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts, was dusted off 


were Paul D. P. 


! and recommended for granting for the second time in 


six months. 


Case was reopened after affidavits had been filed 
with the commish, following the release of a favorable 
examiner’s report, but Examiner George H. Hill gave 
the applicant a second okay when it was discovered 
that the affidavits apparently were ‘based on malice 
and ill will’ stirred up by a political row. Applicant, 
Harold H. Thoms, editor of the Asheville Daily News, 
had stepped on political toes, Hill concluded, and pro- 
tests were filed in an effort to discredit him. 


Thoms was represented at the hearing of C. E. 
Blackstock. 

Ohie: Squabble between a Pennsylvania newspaper 
and Allen T. Simmons of Mansfield, O., over the use of 





the 780 ke frequency was temporarily settled when 
Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg recommended granting 
of the Ohio application. 


While both applicants are legally, technically and 
financially quaified to operate a station, Dalberg de- 
cided that Simmons would serve a community where 
there was a greater need for service. 


Accordingly, the examiner recommended a commish 
okay on Simmons’ application for a 1 kw daytime sta- 
tion on the 780 ke frequency. Simmons was repre- 
sented by Paul Segal and George Smith. 


Oklahoma: Daytime smallie for Okmulgee was given 
the nod by Examiner P. W. Seward. Okmulgee Broad- 
casting Corp., asking frequency of 1210 kc, comprises 
a five-way partnership, with three of the partners 
owning large slugs of interest in other transmitters. 
E. M. Sepaugh, R. M. Dean and T. B. Langford, all of 
Shreveport, La., hold a third interest each in KPLC, 
Lake Charles, La., with Langford and Dean owning 
48% each of KRMD, Shreveport. Sepaugh also holds 
25% of the stock in KVOL, Lafayette, La. and a 16% 
interest in KRRV, while Langford possesses another 
16% of KRRV stock. Examiners’ recommendation was 
based on fact that two other applications for a station 
at Okmulgee, recently pending, had been dismissed. 
Case for Okmulgee broadcast company was handled 
by Paul D. P. Spearman. 

Another Oklahoma station, KADA, Ada, received a 
favorable word from Seward on an extension of hours 
from daytimes to unlimited. Need for additional night 
time service exists in the area, Seward said, and no 
other stations would be adversely affected. Spearman 
attorneyed the case. 


Pennsylvania: Nix for an application for a new 250- 
watt station, to operate daytimes only, was recom- 
mended by Examiner Dalberg. Sharon Herald Broad- 
casting Company, asking permission to establish a 
new station at Sharon, should be ditched in favor of 
a similar application filed by a Mansfield, Ohio, outfit, 
Dalberg decreed. 


Mansfield applicant showed a greater need for 
broadcast facilities in his district than the Sharon 
newspaper group, Dalberg said. Both stations asked 
for a frequency or 780 kc. George Q. Sutton, James 
Proffitt and A. L. Hawken appeared for Pa. group. 


Puerto Rico: Clear sailing for Juan Piza, on his ap- 
plication for a 1500 ke siation with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, was hinted by Examiner Seward, who 
told the commish that a need fer additional service 
appeared to exist ‘a the area proposed to be served. 


Applicant, who owns WNEL, Sar Juan, and holds 
license for two portable short-wave radio stations to 
be used in connection with WNEL, proposes to estab- 
lish his new transmitier at San Juan. Piza was rep- 
resented by Eimer W. Pratt. 


Washington: 500-vatter for Centralia was recom- 
mended by Examines Jchn P. Bramhall, who found 
that a definite need for local service existed in the 
Centralia-Chenhalis area and that no interference would 
occur to other stations. Simultaneous night-time oper- 
ation of the proposed station and KRE, Berkeley, 
Calif., would limit both transmitters to their 1 milli- 
volt per meter contour, however, 

Application was made in the name of the Central 
Broadcasting Corp. Ben S. Fisher appeared in behalf 
of the applicant. 


SET FOR HEARING 


California: Richard Field Lewis, Oakland, new sta- 
tion to operate days only on 1160 ke with 1 kw. 

Colorado: KFEL, Eugene P. O'Fallon, Inc., Denver, 
install vertical radiator, increase power and time of 
operation from 500 watts, sharing with KVOD, Denver, 
to 1 kw unlimited, 

Hawaii: Honolulu Broadcasting Co., Ltd., Honolulu, 
new station to be operated on 1010 kc with 250 watts. 

Illinois: Galesburg Broadcasting Co., Galesburg, new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, days 
only; Jules J. Rubens, Aurora, new daytime station to 


be operated on 1040 ke with 250 watts; WROK, Lloyd | 
G. Thomas, Rockford, authority to transfer control | 


of corporation to Rockford Consolidated Newspapers, 
Inc. 

Kansas: John P. Harris, Hutchinson, new station to 
be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Louisiana: WBNO, Coliseum Place Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, change frequency from 1200 to 1420 kc, 
boost power and increase time ef operation from 100 
watts, sharing with WJBW, New Orleans, to 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, unlimited. 


Michigan: Genesee Radio Corp., new station to be 


operated on 1200 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts | 


days, specified hours. 
New York: Platt & Platt, Inc., Poughkeepsie, new 


station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts | 


days. 


North Carolina: Radio Station WFNC, Fayetteville, 
new daytime station to be operated cn 1210 ke with 250 
watts, 

Ohio: WBNS, Columbus, boost power from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days; Great 
Lakes Broadcasting Corp., Cleveland, new station to 
be operated on 1270 ke with 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, 
using directional antenna all times;gWKBN, Youngs- 
town, install directional antenna system for day and 
night operation when WOSU, Columbus, is operating, 
increase time of operation from specified to unlimited. 

Oklahoma: Harry Schwartz, Tulsa, new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts, days only. 

Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury, change time of op- 
eration from specified to unlimited: WBRE, Louis G. 
Baltimore, Wilkes-Barre, increase day power from 100 
to 250 watts. 

Texas: Dr. William States Jacobs Broadcasting Co., 
Houston, new station to be operated on 1220 kc with 
1 kw, using directional antenna nights. 

West Virginia: WSAZ, Huntington, day power boost 
from 1 to 5 kw. 

Wisconsin: Walker & Chapin, Oshkosh, new station 
to be operated on 1010 ke with 250 watts. 


—————<—————== 
IF WAR COMES— 


Gen, Harbord Tells What 
Radio Will Be Assigned 





Role 





Gen. J. G. Harbord, RCA chair- 
man, told Army Ordnance Assn, last 
week role radio is already cast to 
play when and if the next War 
breaks out. Some 46,850 licensed 
radio amateurs would be mobilizeg 
among other things. 

Harbord declared: 

‘In case of war all broadcast re. 
ceiving sets in America will become 
targets for enemy transmitters 
whereas our broadcasting stations 
will be carrying our own story to 
the rest of the world. The series of 
broadcasts from Spain, available to 
American short-wave listeners, js an 
indication of what may be expected. 
Our geographical isolation would be 
a help, for our home receivers are 
distant from potential enemies, For- 
tunately, the improbability of ef- 
fective air raids makes unnecessary 
the underground studios the British 
Broadcasting Company is planning 
for London.’ 


CBS Drops Idea 
To Borrow Two 


Gov t DX Channels 


Washington, May 18. 

Abandonment of plans to ‘borrow’ 
two short-wave channels reserved 
for use of the U. S. government was 
decided upon last week by Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, following 
complaints that private interests are 
seeking to gobble up berths allotted 
fcr federal use in the Western Hemi- 
sphere. 

With hearings slated soon on bill 
to set up a government-owned trans- 
mitter, web back-tracked following 
indications the request for permis- 
sion to operate on 9550 and 6120 ke 
was likely to be nixed. Proposition 
has drawn fire in Congress, as well 
as within government circles. 

Confirmation of the report came 
from CBS headquarters, but web 
spokesmen insisted the reason was 
that an alternative arrangement for 
short-wave facilities has been made. 
Working out of another plan, rather 
than the opposition to borrowing the 
government ribbons, was declared to 
be the principal reason for dropping 
the request for the reserved fre- 
quencies, 

Under the other solution, Colum- 
bia will obtain part-time on 9590 
ke, now shared by short-wave trans- 
mitters of WCAU, Philadelphia, and 
WLW, Cincinnati. In return, 
W2XAU, Philly, will be allowed to 
operate on the 21,520 ke stripe now 
held by:Columbia’s W2XE. 

The web retains its permit to 
function on 6120, one of the govern- 
ment frequencies, but is operating 
under severe restrictions. 














Commercials Exploit Local 
White Heat on Golf Meet 


Pittsburgh, May 18. 

With an eye to local golf interest 
as result of coming PGA tournament 
| here at Pittsburgh Field Club next 
week, Joseph Horne’s, one of burg’s 
leading department stores, has sig- 
natured Chester Smith, sports editor 
of Scripps-Howard ‘Press,’ and Sam 
Parks, Jr., former open champion, 
for series of nine quarter-hour spots 
| over WJAS. 

Pair go on daily this week from 
6:45 to 7 p. m. and will do final 
trio from actual scene of tourney. 
| Openers will be a discussion of 
various contestants with resumes of 
day-by-day play scheduled for wind- 
up. 

First commercial for Smith al- 
though he did a sustainer on KDKA 
| few years ago as ‘The Cracker-Box 
| Sports Sage.’ 


Air Scripters’ 256 Suit 


Los Angeles, May 18. 
Don Lee Broadcasting System last 
week was made defendant in a 
$25,000 damage suit filed by Wilford 
Smith and Travis Moore, writers. 
who charge that their script for 
the serial, ‘Cassandra,’ was used 
without their permission, Writers 
also asked that station be restrained 

from further use of the material. 
Script show, bankrolled by 4" 
olive outfit, swings over to KN*X 
next week for a ride along the 
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WPA Radio Projects All Over U.S. AF Mf 
Keyed from N.Y. Headquarters | 


+ 


Federal Theatre Project has com- 


menced establishing radio projects 
n the key towns around the coun- 
irv. with the general headquarte 
and clearance to the N.Y. outfit. 


During the past couple of months 
various stage projects of the WPA 
have been inching into radio in their 
localities, getting time from stations 
in their vicinilies and supplying sia- 
tions with free program talent. 

Drift into radio from theatre has 
been especially mushrooming on the 
Coast. KVA, Berkeley, Calif.: 
KFWB, Hollywood; KXA, Seattle 
KFAC, KFVD and KRKD in Los An- 


geles;s WBRY, Waterbury, Conn.; 
WHBC, Canton, O., and WQAM, 
Miami, have been airing regular 


WPA dramatizations. On WQAM a 
mystery serial is sponsored by Man- 


hattan Beer, first WPA radio pro- 
gram to get a bankroll. 
Other key towns will also have 


their WPA units split up into stage 
and radio departments where deals 





can be made to get stations to give | 


gratis airing time. 

Evan Roberts, head of the 210 per- 
sons on the radio project 
will boss the works, N. Y. will sup- 
ply many of the scripts also from 
desks of the Federal writers, 





Haley East on Wax 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Waxed audition of Jack Haley 
and Ted Fio Rito’s band for 
Cabin Syrup is now in New York 
for agency inspection. 
Herschel Williams of Benton 
Bowles handled the audition here. 


Log 


im Ms F641 





No Royalty on Royalty 


Los Angeles, May 18 
Coast recording studios made 
a quick change in their plans 


to take King George’s speech off 
the air and put it on wax for 
commercial sale, similar to their 
discs of Duke of Windsor’s fare- 
well, which sold in the thou- 
sands. 

Most of the plants were pre- 
paring to turn out the platters 


when word was received from 
British Broadcasting Corp. that 
legal action would be taken 
against any outfit that waxed 


the coronation speech for public 
sale. Only explanation was that 
BBC wanted to keep the regal 
affair free from the taint of 
commercialism. 

Coast boys all laid off. 











Joe Penner Return Set 


Joe Penner is set for his return 
on CBS for Cocomalt this fall. He 
exits June 26 for 13 weeks. Jimmy 
Greer’s band will be replaced for 
the summer, while Gene Austin 
stays. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency on the 
account, is working on other changes 


| proposed for the program. 


Julian Bentley, WLS news editor, | 


authored ‘Fifth Estate Vocabulary’ in 
Columbia U’s ‘American 


terms. 


mike 


Speech 
& | Quarterly’ dealing with behind-the- | 


MAY EN 
PALS DloPARIT 


Trek Hollywood With 


Lower Union Scale 








to 
as Influencing National 
Organization — Chicago, 
the Highest, May Become 
the Base Rate for Net- 


| work Commercials 


OTHER ISSUES 


Drive 


national scale for mu 


for the establishment of a 


sical broadcasts 
is expected to become a prime issue 
nvent of 
of Musicians 
|in Louisville next month. Drift of a 
|large number of commercial pro- 
| gram origins to the west coast has 
|intensified the agitation for a na- 
tional indications are that 
if any such arrangement 
it will be the national 

fect in Chicago, the 
country. 

Other matters that are due to get 
major attention from the convention 
involve movements and measures 
regulate phonograph and radio pro- 
| gram recordings and to divide avail- 
able engagements more. evenly 

|among union members that the 
unemployment and relief situations 
can in measure be solved. 
| Local York, attempted 


at the annual c ion 


the 


American Federation 


price and 

is adopted 
scale in ef- 
highest in the 


to 


sO 


some 
802, New 


UNIFORM MUSIC COST DU 


VARIETY 








Humor Service Can't Be Found at 


~ Given Address; Offers ‘Jokes of 
| 20) Leading Shows’ for $10 Weekly 





Seen | 


— — 
several months ago to put a limit on 
ithe number of jobs any one mem- 
|ber could undertake in a week but 

| the resolution embodying this ob- 
; jective was defeated in an open vote 

Impression among union officials 
}is that there will be little objection 
lat this convention to the set up 

lof a single scale for national broad 

lea t Solo price has prevailed fo 

| yeal n the case of transcript 

i where it’s $30 a se on regardle 

| of the town in which the stencilling 


Both the New York and the 
‘ 


are St! 
the 


is done, 
the 
tward trend of 


locals ongly of 


that 


Chicago 


opinion we 


| commercial programs have to a con- 
iderable degree been influenced by 
the lower scale prevailing for Lo: 
| Angeles musicians. 
Chicago, May 18 
James C. Petrillo, president of the 


| Chicago Federation of America, will 
attend the general meeting of all In- 


| Meeting will be held in 
on May 24. 
Petrillo is 


meeting at 


this 
personal 


special 
in- 


attending 
direct and 
dent of the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

Understood Cincinnati meeting 
will discuss the Committee for In- 


dustrial Organization situation. 





ternational presidents called’ by 
William H. Green, head of the 
American Federation of Labor. | 


. | 
Cincinnati | 


vitation of Joseph N. Weber, presi- | 


Outfit billing itself Serv- 
listing its 1144 


65th street, Brooklyn, N. Y., has been 


Humor 


ice,” and address as 


bombarding radio comics and gag- 
writers with mimeographed letters 


offering ‘the jokes of the 20 leading 


raqdio comedy programs each week’ 
for $10. Outfit further stated it was 
naugurating service ‘to insure com- 
( al and write! of knowing ex- 
actly who used what joke how, when 
and whe re.’ 

Investigation by VARIETY last 
week revealed that no such outfit 
using the billed name existed at the 
address given. Better Business Bu- 


reaus had no file of the group either. 


A telegram sent to address could not 
be delivered. 

Other nifties in the letters sent 

; out included: ‘It is permissible for 


us to sell only the jokes. Kindly 
do not ask for copyrighted routines.’ 
And that the $10 for each weekly 
issue of lifted gags was ‘payable to 
postman upon receipt.’ 


WFIL’s Split Vacations 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Don Withycomb, WFIL general 
manager, taking tip from recent 
‘March of Time’ release, told em- 
ployees they could divide vacations, 
week in summer and week in winter, 
if they wanted. 

Three-quarters of 
option. 


staff took the 











“Best by Test” 


50,000 WATTS | l 














ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 


* With Sincere Apologies to Calumet Baking Company 


PHILADELPHIA 
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Louisiana 


Chain-Store Decision Is | 


Weighed for ASCAP Influence: 
Anti-ASCAP Law Set in Nebraska 


Legal opinion in the music indus- 
try is divided on the significance of 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s validation 
Monday (17) of the Louisiana chain | 
While one 
holds 
principle enunciated by the court in 
to the 
1égislative attitude taken toward the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers by several 
states, another argues there can be 
no relationship since the individual 
states may not interfere with a fed- 
eral grant, such as the rights com-| 
ing within the purview of the copy- | 
right law. 

In the Louisiana decision the No. 1 
tribunal held that the individual 
state must, for the protection of its 
citizens, have the right to regulate 
outside organizations which come 
into the state to do business, but 
which combines have ramifications 
outside the state. Legalites who see 
in this finding an ominous outlook | 
for ASCAP, as far as state legislative 
actions are concerned, add that the 
one redeeming feature for ASCAP 
about most of these measures al- 
ready passed is that their language 
has left the acts widely open to at-| 
tack on constitutional grounds. These 
state statutes have singled out a par- 
ticular industry, implying illegal dis- 
crimination. 

Counsel associated with ASCAP}| 

. ° ° . ' 
point out that it isn’t necessary for | 
the organization to maintain branch 
offices in various states, and that it | 


store tax law. factior 


among the lawyers that the 


this case might be applicable 


could perform all its business from | 
headquarters in New York, thus | 
eliminating altogether the branch | 


angle. They also declare thag even- | 
tually broadcasters, who are the 
leading instigators of the legislative | 
measures, will have to pay the bill. 


While ASCAP has suspended opera-' 


| Nebraska, 


tions in such states as Montana and! 
an account is being kept | 


| of all uses made of ASCAP material 
Damage suits in all such instances 
“will be brought in the event that the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 


Montana invalidates the local anti- 
ASCAP statute. ASCAP reports that 
quite a number of the Montana li- 
ensees have continued to pay thei 
fees since the law went into effect. 

Latest state move against ASCAP 
was the introduction of a bill in the 
Florida legislature last week making 
it a criminal offense for two or more 
copyright owners to pool their rights 
for licensing purposes. 
lawyers rate this measure as 
easiest setup that has faced them to 
date 


Lincoln, May 18 
Measure directed against the oper- 
ation of the American Society of 





ASCAP | 
the | 


PLAIN DEALER-MUTUAL SET 


WHK-WJAY, Cleveland Acquired By 
MBS as of Sept. 23 








Cleveland Plain Dealer group of 
stations last week agreed to become 
operating members of the Mutual 
Network with the return to standard 
time, Sept. 23. Outlets involved are 
WHK and WJAY, Cleveland, and 
WHKC, Columbus. 

WHK switches from CBS to the 
NBC blue (WJZ) basic at about the 
same time. During the negotiations 


with WHK, NBC tried to prevail 
upon it to agree to a clause giving 
the latter network exclusivity but 


the Cleveland station held out against 
this 


ties on score. 


Now Ride in Autos but 
Sect Still Anti-Radio 


Indianapolis, May 18. 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Annual convention of Dunkards is} 


now in the farm of 


Adam 


progress 
Blocher 


on 
near 


| 


| (Ind.). This organization is religious | 

|sect that is similar to Amish sect, 

| but not quite so strict. Today the 
Dunkards are to debate on whethe1 
or not radios will be allowed in 


Composers, Authors and Publishers | 


in Nebraska became a law yesterday 


(17), having been signatured by Gov- | 


ernor R. L. Cochrane. Act carries an 
emergency clause which provides a 
fine of $5,000 for a single violation. 

Bill was authored by Senator 
Frank Brady, of Atkinson, Nebraska 
rancher. Governor was asked to veto 
the measure by its opponents, be- 
cause it was unconstitutional. He 
answered that determination of 
constitutionality was up _ to 
courts. 

In hearings before the bill was 
passed, ASCAP was described as a 
vicious trust, but the act’s constitu- 
tionality was questioned when the 
unicameral legislature’s legal com- 


the 


mittee made a two-to-one decision 
against it. It was passed over their 
objection. 


State Attorney General 
says that he is at a loss for means 
to halt the law’s going into effect, but 
that he will start something as soon 
as possible. 


its | 


| 


| 


‘ 


| 


homes of members Taboo 
now, the main objection is the musi- 
cal portion of broadcasting, since one 
of the ‘don’ts’ of the group 
do with musical instruments. 

Other taboos on the group cover 
the drinking of any liquid of 


up to} 


| 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 





Memo to NBC 





Indianapolis, May 18. 
Rodent arias are more prob- 
able from an icy and drafty 


studio, Joe Collier of Times, 
here, got the facts from Dr. 
Maud Slye. 

What makes singing mice 
sing is ‘Bronchitis.’ Dr. Slye 


continued: ‘About the time they 
were having the singing mouse 
broadcast in Chicago, I discov- 
ered that there was an epidemic 
of singing mice in my own labo- 
ratory. They had bronchitis. So 
I gathered them up and placed 
them near a radiator where 
they were very warm and they 
recovered.’ 











Logansport | [Jog Races Chilled by Rags, 


OK’d by WHBQ, Memphis 


Memphis, May 18. 


Memphis newspapers have refused 


to take copy from the dog race track 
Arkansas, 
Alburty, of 


river in 


Bob 


just across the 


but Manager 


has to | WHBQ, has signed the track man-| 


agement to an extensive announce- 


|} ment contract. 
any | 


Racers publish own paper, cir- 


kind from bottles. Women and chil- | culated through news and cigar 


dren attending are quartered in 
homes nearby, but men take to the 


barns, and sleep on straw ticks, and | WHBQ 


grain sacks filled with straw 


Sect did have taboo on autos, as 
still do the Amish group, but Dunk- 
ards, or German Baptists, lifted auto 
don’t few years ago. 


Archie League on WHBQ 
Memphis, May 18. 
Archie League, old-time vaude- 
ville actor, has been added to WHBQ 


Hunter | staff. Presents daily half hour show, 


‘The Family Matinee,’ sponsored by 
Hunt Brothers Furniture Co. 

Does dialect characterizations 
programs. 


on 


| 
| 





stands and 
tribution, 


by house-to-house dis- 
giving liberal plugs to 


Nancy Martin for Gulf 


Pittsburgh, May 18. 

Nancy Martin, staff singer with 
WCAE for last two years, has landed 
her first solo commercial with Gulf 
Oil Co., It’s to be a summer series 
for 13 weeks, twice weekly, hitting 
Tuesday and Thursday from 12:45 
to one, beginning June 1. 

She’ll be backed by a sax ensem- 
ble, It’s part of Gulf's spot program 
for summer sales and was placed by 
Young and Rubicam. 


4 
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CBS’ Juve Newsreel Stunt 
New York. 

Columbia got Paramount newsreel 
to shoot the broadcast setting of the 
‘world premiere’ of miniature drama- 
tized fairy tales last Saturday morn- 
ing (15). Group of dialogs was writ- 
ten by a seven-year-old girl, Jean 
Barhydt, of West Hartford, Conn. 
and titled ‘The Little Black Pot.’ Tot 
was present at the airihg. 

Narrator and players ranged be- 
tween seven and 12 years. Nila Mac 
did the production. 


WTIC’s Neat Job 
Hartford, Con: 





| attention for its neatness, color 


WTIC, Hartford, has distributed to 
the advertising trade a promotional 
folder which should capture much 


JOD, 


| compactness of information and gen- 





| 
| 
| 


eral method of telling the station's 
market story. Study effectively 
documents what it terms a ‘billion- 
dollar market,’ breaking down the 
retails sales in detail and including 
a recent local checkup on station 


| popularity. 





| duced the 


WOAI’s Adv. 


Series 
Dallas 


WOAI, San Antonio, is running a 
series of eight programs designed to 
help boost local advertising agencie 
Station itself put on the introductory 
show, originating from the ball- 
room of the St. Anthony hotel and 
using vaude and night club artists in 
addition to WOAI staff entertainers. 

Pitluk Advertising Agency pro- 
second program, tagged 
an ‘Advertising Agency’s Audition,’ 
with the program material so framed 
as to show the versatility of radio 
as an advertising medium and 
adaptability of artists to various 
types of selling and advertising 
campaigns. The invitation for the 
production of the third program 
went to the Marion Johnson agency 


Agency 


the 


‘Time to Listen to KSO’ 
Des Moines 

By pre-arrangement (was an- 
nounced day before on air) Station 
KSO telephoned some 100 listeners 
from beds to hear the British coro- 
nation broadcast. 

Unusual personal service to radio 
audience. 
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*“ COLORADO” is the word! 


To cool Colorado comes $100,000,000 during June, July and 


f; 


S 


YY 
YY 


August brought by a million visitors from Middle and Southwestern 


states, 


Colorado, favorite playground of important people in these 


sections, will be humming with activity this summer. Keep them sold 
on your products on KLZ, . .the station that sells Colorado the year 


oo 
round, 


Aci 


y 
~ aa A 


Affiliated in. Management with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


Represented by E. Katz Special Adv. Agency 
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WATCH THE 


' Become your own radio statistician. Count 


the new “outside” automobile antennas. 


ext time you’re stymied in traffic, look before you leap. And count the new cars with “outside” radio antennas. Here are 
the families who like radio so much they take it with them when they ride. There are now 5,000,000 such automobile-radio 
families in the United States: one for every five passenger cars. The percentage of car radios is, of course, much higher among 


new car owners: the richest advertising market in the world. And just one of radio’s many “bonus” markets, 


RADIO IN 1937, just published by Columbia, shows how radios on the road have tripled since July, 1934. 
It also gives the whe, when, where and how of home listening habits. Everybody knows that “everybody” 


listens. RADIO IN 1937 gives exact figures by income-levels, city-size, time-zones, days of week, age and sex, 





THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








~ 


pee AE onl ete: lint a 


ane 


ae et nee 


Fi a 


aees 


RADIO 





Wednesday, May 19 








> 1937 























v 
40 VARIETY : 
 _ — ———— a oo —— 
° bd | Nazi Gag Slips By | San Francisco, found himself with aj chelling with Phil Harris, whose ork 
p a 0 ot g P | face full of glass splinters recently |is currently at the Ambassador in 
acl — when a freak wind loosened the|Los Angeles. Caen’s jibes jn the 
Vienna, May 9. windshield of his roadster and! word battle are printed; Harris airs 
~ — — Though there ordinarily ex- caused it to collapse, striking him as | his during his NBC sessions. 
ae ; lead-off ; ists strict censorship of Aus- he was driving near Novato, Cal. Gebieccies 
Loyal King a as gy revi of lywood, lead-off man for vacation- tria’s radio programs, this seem- Marvin Young, NBC eGihieed a 
<RK (Los Angeles) 1 -ommish | ists. : i Ties , v5 , ; y . 1 
rag ; : ae : as co ingly does not hold when disks Agatha Turley, San Francisco radio | Hollywood, supplies studio gang 
y)kays transfer to Jd. fF. Ke. : a 5 , S 73 rac : _ 
— , os 3 R are used—and these are used soprano, now on the KYA staff, re- | with fresh eggs every day from hj 
woe | Johnny Davis, singer with Fred very often. Weiss Ferdl. Ba- cesta : ‘ _ Ga, m his 
dee : : | Waring, was handed a term con-| r Cee nine a ire covered from an attack of ptomaine | ranch. What, none laid in the stue 
Reid Kilpatrick joined announcing | "*°"'"'> War ‘ varian comedian, sang a song poisoning | dios? 
staff at KEHE (Los Angeles). He| ‘act at Warners. || lately wherein there were the 7 OR, 
hails from WTAM, Cleveland. : following cracks: ‘In hell Nazis Sides Ste Widens . 
—_—. Harvey Harding took over ‘Sunrise must distribute bolshevik Hostess Marguerite Otte at KYA, | N . o . Sage > ight. pelt tae, 
| Salute’ . ac , oN : ° riage . Only yur nights weekly - 
_ ‘acter tot WW iHoltv. | eo from Jack Kay at KNX pamphlets’ and ‘Jews wear the San Francisco, has resigned to work | ge Mes. Ms weekly at 
ack Carter left N2 (HOLY- | (tollywood) ° : ; . ; : ae }11-11.05 p.m. has been renewed for 
wood) after 10 veat nnouncer. | . swastika. for Uncle Sam at the local Presidio. | -, Rass -Weda tor 
Woo ar Ler yeal a announ me Radio nie ities i 52 weeks. I rogram 1s On Monday 
al e Dor: Or -ecelive on annex , 
, ’ ; G oF dem ; . luesdays, Wednesdays and Frida, 
Willis Freitag n Di Edward Buckalew doing sales pro- more than 1,000 letters protest- J. Clarence Myers of KYA, San) pio. Thu iy ac y 
‘ £ ' 4 TW ( nmllex or no » v< neat } . -™ . : P . y Jt ‘ 
nee it KRKD (1 Al for KNX (Hollywood), 1G AGalNst jibes Fra ipplies the answers to ve to follow ‘March of Ti 
placing Ho 1 De |] og < . : ’ fa j ) ibout California 
< i t. RwRe > nitin —_" >.har¢ | count via Willson’s weekly Sat : Pe 2 ‘ 
loved ove » KFWB. Ray Baium, publicist with R este broadcast. shifted for the occa Radio S stations, programs and Dorothy Lamour tagged to two. 
er H iTS wood office, Cc yl] ibed . as 9 Blu | J r | , , E in 1 new Ve ekly ) ) ey ’ ex ] ve cont ct hy. ] Ww r 
t Fe r ‘Re >mption.” an ul 1ue W ) : - ’ 1 ; 1 a ; ; ii : ; 
A. Siepman, a p ram dire s wife on “Redemption, and | — + 6-30 nm. PST sra I fail Ba Bob Stanley | Thomp sl ielies aie Cees, 
fo B Broadcasting Corp t 1 it for an Al Jolson dra- | Red at 6 p.m., PS i 2 . 
studying 1uca mal p ) } iil < 
Los Angele —_—— Irving Kennedy ceases tenoring on - 
‘ r ities eit all Bi Tom Guinn is miking the Bay Ken Englund and en is hay 
= Jack Meakin, conductor, and Ward | the Woman's Magazine of = san ' % a ng ee, YO a home in Laurel C : 
rT hcervec hic ¢} j ' des a } 7 . TBC’ a eee ae Meadows horce race broadcasts over | taken a home in saurel Ca yn 
Jerry Cooper observes hi t 1 Byron. producer. NBC’s ‘Bughouse | Shows from NBC's San Francisco hile J H abo Holls od 
eetiadeae, a “s - ” “5S . “ = ry Sony Fiy- ise ile . > *Yr- above Ho VA ¢ 
year on the air May 21, Rhythm’ collaborators, plan to fly | Studios May 26, but remains on the KYA, San Francisco, while Joe He é Lh 


early in 
of absence 


se _.., | east from San Francisco 
Perry Charles, formerly of WHN ee j ' 
New York, handling the Hollywood 


9 . 
mamontns ieave 


fights for KNX. He’s also on the 
writers’ pavroll at Metro. Tryouts for would-be mikemen 
d ‘Do You Want to Be An Ar 
Harrison Helliway, Syd Dixon and r?’ and originated by KYA, 
Walter Bunker, Jr., producing the |» Frat 0, SOME WEEKS a Are 
Bohs in Club show in Frisco. now being aired Sunday afternoon 
en yver the California Radio System 


Meredith Willson, with Jeane Co- 
= W and George Nickson, singers, 
Hal Bock, NBC press chief in Hol- | auditioned (15) for an eastern ac- 


Igor Gorin signed for 13 weeks on 
Texaco summer show, 





staff for other programs 

Hugh Barrett Dobbs has a new 
ire labeled ‘To the Ladies’ on 
KJBS, San Franc 


Bill Fuller resigned as nceer- 
producer at KJBS, San Francisco, ir 
favor of free-lance writing and com- 
mercial production. He’s sticking as 
emcee of his ‘Downstairs’ program. 


George Nyklicek, organist at KYA, 





Bonus Time in the 
Great Northeast 


Every summer, in Eastern and Central 
New York and Western New England, 
vacationists by the thousands spend mil- 
lions of dollars. This is “bonus” money 
for advertisers over WGY, the only effec- 


tive single sales entree to this rich area, 


A Basic Red Network Station 
programmed and represented by NBG 








Diz Jack 


| NBC’s Western 
| work 





in San Francisco, fill a special as- 





nandez is in the Pacific Northwest on 
| Dolph is 


acres. near Hollywood with 
. , . | beef 
Samuel B. Dickson, San Francisco el 


playwright who authors ‘Winning eis : 

e West’ ‘Tales of California’ and eens WwW. ee Harry 
othe ws at NBC, is dickering | ™ and He he Suen wees TODSe 
with one of the Hollywood film stu- | S©mt the Coast division of Columbia 

; it the N.A.B. in Chicago. 


dios, with sale of a new script as 
the object of a pair of cinemaland 
recently. 

Chief auditor Frank Dellett of the 
Division back at 
in San Francisco after confab- 


Walter Cassel stays on the Chevvy 
program as long as it stays in Holly- 
wood. He was originally set for four 


Visits 


weeks 


; : Dorothy Louise Smith, radio writer 
web auditors in New| ¢,, Kor,, Seattle, and Leroy Gran- 
dey, Hollywood continuity writer on 
uae | CBS staff, announce engagement 

Carl Schuknecht, on a_ three-| 

months’ leave of absence from KOA, | Ray Murray, technician of KOL, 
Denver, is working as an NBC field | Seattle, leaves for the summer as 
in San Francisco. radio operator on Alaskan 


ing with other 
York. 


engineer steamer. 


Dick De Angelis is emcee’ing Kern, Bakersfield, has become op- 


Wednesday afternoon spelling bees | tional blue and red in the McClatchy 
over KJBS, San Francisco, with] end of NBC’s Pacific service. Sta- 
high school teams competing. tion had formerly been confined to 


——— clearances from the blue (WJZ) 
Vernon Morgan and Howard Mat- | trail. 

son, billed as the ‘Novelty Boys,’ 

doing a three-a-week evening series | 

on KGGC, San Francisco. Formerly | 


in radio in the middle west. 


WGN’s 5-Day Week 


Gutneiidias Chicago, May 18 
Three Cheers, NBC harmonizers Chicago Tribune WGN, 


has put its employees on a five-day, 
signment on ‘One Man’s Family’ | 40-hour week starting immediately. 
broadcasts Mav 23 and 26. * | This replaces the 41-hour, six-day 
; | week which had previously been the 
practice. This type of employee- 
nouncing staff in the Oakland stu- | scheduling a admittedly pretty tough 
dios of KYA. San Francisco. For- |" 2 business which is a seven- 
merly with KGW, Portland: KFJI, day business, and which calls for at 
Klamath Falls, Ore., KNX, Holly- least 19 hours of uninterrupted op- 


eration every day. 
wood, KMTR, Los Angeles. : 7 
8 Announcers will work only 40 


hours a week under the new plan, 
but may work more than five days a 
week because several of the spicl- 
ers are under contract for commer- 
cial programs, such as baseball, news 
and other shows, which call for con- 
tinuous appearance. 

. . WGN was and still is 
schooner trying to regain his health | major radio station in Chicago out- 


following ; ervous : : | 7 
S 2 Rervens Dreneews, side of the Chicago Federation of 


ae ; Labor outlet, WCFL, to recognize 
Herb Caen, radio editor of the San | the electrical division of the Amer- 
Francisco Chronicle, is Bernie-Win- | jcan Federation of Labor 


station, 





Gene Tabor is now on the an- 


Louise Landis, of the NBC press 
staff in San Francisco, planed to 
Chicago last week on behalf of the 
Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta. 





Van Fleming, NBC producer in 


San Francisco, is aboard a tramp | the only 











When It’s Playtime 
In The Rockies... 


BUSINESS BEATS DOUBLE-TIME 


© This summer 400,000 people will visit the Pike’s Peak 
region to enjoy cool vacations. . .in three months they'll 
spend $15,000,000. . .keep them asking for your products 
through KVOR. 





—— © 
ORG: Time 
\ 1000 Watts 
COLORADO SPRINGS 


Under Affiliated Management with WKY: 
KLZ, and the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 


REPRESENTATIVE — E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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Monkey Wrench Athletes 





eases before the Federal Commun 


of the law firm’s clients. 
entirely by stenographers, who cla 
expenses involved if their applicat 


served their purpose by 


parently the principal objective w 


commish are undergoing scrutiny, 


mies are likely to be asked to mak 


trouble-makers. 
locale where the alleged phonies cl 


behind closed doors this week. 





Use of dummy corporations set up solely to complicate hard-fought 


being probed by government committee looking into reported irregu- 
larities in granting of broadcast applications, 
on the trail of a corporation said to have been set up by certain radio 
attorneys for the direct purpose of snarling requests of competitors 
Paper company is said to have been staffed 


Trouble Makers Only 
Dummy companies are said to have lost all of their cases but stil] 
forestalling grants to other factions 


power fights with competing applications, which might force come 
mish examiners to enter adverse recommendations on pleas of legiti- 
mate license-holders and permit-seekers, Hints that the dummy cor- 
poration expected to peddle whatever franchises were granted by the 


suspicions is apparent at this stage. 
Rival groups which were injured as a resuut of entry of the dum- 


to be contacting’ people in Wyoming and Maine particularly in 
search for dope with which to test the sincerity of the suspected 
Lewiston and Portland, Me., reported to be the 


Committee was in recess last week, while Commissioners Thad H. 
Brown and Paul Walker were absent, but expects to resume hearings 


Washington, May 18. 
ications Commission are currently 


F. C. C. sleuths are 


imed to have ample funds to meet 
ions had been granted, 


Ap- 
‘as to complicate wave-length and 


although no substantiation of these 


e statements. Commish group said 


aimed to have plans to do business. 








KSF0 Decision Echoes Across Bay; 


Chills Take-Over 


of KROW, Oakland 





Oakland, Cal., May 18. 

Insistence of station KROW that 
a contract be signed forthwith 
chilled deal with 
Attorneys for both sides had orally 
closed negotiations and agreed 
terms but when the Federal Com- 
munications Commission frowned 


upon Columbia’s lease arrangements | 


with KSFO, San Francisco, Trans- 
american did not wish to consumate 


has | 
Transamerican. 


on | 


attorney for 
|reached on 


Transamerican, 
‘unofficial’ 


iad 
agreement. 


KROW is an unaffiliated 1,000- 
watt station on a desirable wave- | 
|length and was deemed a logical 
hook-up with KFWB, Hollywood. 


Drey and O'Neill informed Variety 
| representative that any future ne- 
gotiations must start from scratch. 
They are vexed at alleged failure of 
| Transamerican to answer telegrams. 


deal until assured that the deal did | 


not run counter to F.C.C. policy. 
KROW would not wait. 

H. P, Drey of KROW at first flatly 
denied any negotiations to dispose of 
the station but subsequently through 
his attorney, J. W. O'Neill, admitted 


that preliminary negotiations started | 
by Oscar Samuels of San Francisco, ! 


= 


Foster New York-Bound 


New Orleans, May 18. 
A. S. Foster, promotion manager of 
WWAL, and his wife and children, left 
Saturday (15) on his annual pilgrim- 
| age to Chicago and New York. 
Pleasure-business trip. 
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13 on % at WMCA 


With the addition of four new 
salesmen, WMCA, N. Y., has now 13 
program peddlers, an all-time high. 
Newcomers: Stephen R. Howe. 
Parker Steward, Andrew MacLeod 
|} and Bill Clark. 

Salesmen at WMCA are on straight 
commish, 


CANADA KILLS 








St. John, N. B., May 18. 


Cottar’s Saturday Night, broadcast | 


for a half hour each Saturday night 
from CJCB, Sydney, N. S., for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
network the past seven years, has 


| national 
broadcast, 


network. In the final 
from the Aiken home in 


| the CJCB studio, let it be known 
they aren't going to cry over spilt 
milk, 

Cancellation of this program 


aimed to hold a record for contin- 


| uous broadcasting in Canada, fol- 
| lows protests lodged by individuals 
} and politicians of Cape Breton 


island, of which Sydney is 
gest community. Claimed they were 
held up to ridicule in the Cottar’s 
Saturday Night programs, and that 
also the whole Scottish population 
of the island have been insulted by 
| the weekly broadcast. Program has 
always been wholly Scottish. 

Whether not to cancel the 
Aiken and their friend: 
from Government radio 
upset months, 


the lar- 


or 
family 
CBC had 


for several 


Holly Hotel Check-Ins 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Edward Arnold has the guest 
spot on Hollywood Hotel May 28. 
He will do a sequence from ‘The 
Toast of Ney’ York.’ 
Edward G. Robinson and 
| Davis are on the following week 
|in ‘Kid Galahad.’ Set for June 11 
is Irene Dunne in ‘High, Wide and 
| Handsome.’ 





Bette 


SCOTCH SHOW 


been withdrawn from the Canadian | 





Washington, May 18. 

Attack on unfavorable examiner's 
report relating to proposed lease of 
KSFO, San Francisco, by Columbia 
Broadcasting System last week fore- 
shadowed long period of wrangling 
over right of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission to censor 
of agreements between network 





terms 
and 
individual stations. 

Asking for opportunity to argue 
| the important legal questions, attor- 
| neys for CBS and Associated Broad- 
| casters, Inc., KSFO license-holder, 
took numerous exceptions to the rec- 
ommendations of Examiner Ralph H 
Hyde, who found the lease would 
not be in the public interest. Trans- 
mitter owner and web are readying 


} 
| 


| originating 


for court proceedings, since no 
| precedent has been set and Com-| 
|mish authority to pass on station 
rentals has never received judicial 
test. 

Duke M. Patrick, counsel for both 
parties, raised several objections to 
Hyde’s report. His 16 points boiled 


all 


to make 


five n 
based on examiner's 


down to argument 


failure 


ajor 


different finding: Lawyer contend- 
ed F.C.C, rep erred in following 
ways: 

Not reporting San Francisco is en- 
titled to better service and CBS to 
better West Coast facilities; ove: 
looking fact that Columbia control | 


|of KSFO would bring important op- 
erating economies: disregarding evi- 
dence which indicates the rental, 


$25,000 per annum, is reasonable; not | 


pointing out that public interest 
would be served by hotter competi- 
tion for NBC; and minimizing fact 
that present owners not only devel- 
oped the station technically, bui 
worked their way out of financial 
jungles. 


NBC's Advantage 


| . . . 
Declaring Commish is 


committed 


|to policy of encouraging closer ri- 
| valry between major chains, CBS 
attorney emphasized that NBC al- 


ready has a good toe-hold in Frisco, 
while Columbia is forced to rely on 
affiliates for Golden Gate service. 
| Hyde should have reported that es- 


at oe ee) | 


Columbia Demands KSFO Hearing 
On Grounds F.C.C. Examiner Erred 


tablishment of business offices and 
studios on the Pacific 
Coast is necessary for effective Co- 


lumbia operations, Patrick averred, 
and ought to have mentioned that 
NBC maintains complete staff and 
studio set-up in Frisco. On this 


point the web attorney observed that 
most national 
San Francisco br 
difference 


firms have important 


that time 


imperative to 


anches: 


makes it 


have originating points at other 
places than Los Angeles, and that 
better facilities for booking, produc- 
tion and distribution are necessary 
fo. both busine and audience 


reasons 

Columbia’s proposish was 
dictated by need to take steps which 
cannot be accomplished through an 
affiliate arrangement, demurrer said. 
Pointed out that CBS-Don Lee con- 
tract was terminated for this reason. 


lease 


Columbia entry into Frisco on its 
own feet would bring substantial 
Savings, and is important from 
tandpoint of efficient busine and 
network operations, Patrick added 
On the question of cash, which 
drew Hyde's sharpest criticism, CBS 
said the examiner failed to weigh 
fact that Commish engineers de- 
clared values on the property were 
not excessive. Patrick pointed out 


that F.C.C. counsel had entered stip- 
ulation about transmitter worth, ar- 
guing that there was no substantial 
variance from the usual values and 


| computation methods, 





Banks Use WFIL 


Philadelphia, May 18. 
Following lead of nationai group 
of banks sponsoring Philly ork pro- 
gram Friday nights, three elocal 
financial houses have signatured for 
airing on WFIL. 


South Philly National using spots 


plugging savings accounts; North- 
western National ethering virtues of 
new check plan, and Mitten Bank 


| 
. 
| presenting daily five-minute drama- 
' tization on small loans, 





witho 





ut 


WLW... 


* 


countless listeners 


would be deprived of 


500,000 watts. 


Without WLW, your 
program suffers the loss 


excellent radio reception 
provided by WLW’s 


of the listeners who 


depend regularly upon 


..» THE NATION'S STATION 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Ferry-Hanly agency set Skelgas 
Co. for five a week quarter hours of 
Happy Long, songs, on KXBY, Kan- 
sas City. 

Cardinet Candy Co., Oakland, Cal. 
(candy bars), ‘Night Editor,’ with 





Hal Burdick and Jack Moyles, be-| 


ginning June 6, for 13 weeks, Sun- 
days at 9:15 p.m. PST. Via KPO,} 
KHQ, KOMO, KGW, KFI. Through 
Tomaschke-Elliott, Inc. 





Webster Ejisenlohr, Inc. (Tom 
Moore cigars), through N. W. Ayer, 
using a daily quarter hour of racing | 
chatter over KXBY, Kansas City. 








Sussman Wormser & Co. (food 
products) is adding KGIR, Butte, 
and KGHL, Billings, Mont., to the 
Coast NBC-Red web releasing the 
S&W Junior News programs 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:45 
p.m., PST. Shows are produced by 
Caryl Coleman of Botsford, Con- 
stantine & Gardner agency. 





Best Foods, Inc. (mayonnaise) has 
signed for 39 spot announcements on 
KGO, San Francisco, between May 
18 and Aug. 24. Benton & Bowles 
handles. 





Kraft-Phenix, through J. Walter 
Thompson, has contracted for daily 





announcements (except Sunday) on} 
May 10 


KGO, San _ Francisco, 
through Aug. 8. 





Standard Oil Co. of Calif., through 


McCann-Erickson, signed with KPO, | 


San Francisco, for five time signals 
nightly for one year, starting June 4. 





Gallenkamp Stores Co. (shoes) 
shifts its ‘True Detective Mysteries’ 
program from the NBC-Blue outlets 
in California to the state’s Red sta- 
tions and from Fridays at 8:30 p.m., 
PST, to Sundays at 6 p.m., effective 
May 23. Broadcasts will be aired by 
KPO, San Francisco; KFI, Los An- 
geles (which replace the Blue sta- 
tions KGO and KECA), KFBK, Sac- 
ramento; KM J, Fresno; KWG, 
Stockton, and KERN, Fresno. 
ter four have been releasing 
show since its start several months 
ago. Contract expires March 13, 
1938. 





Rem (cough syrup) starts on WOR 


Lat- | 
the | 


Sept. 26 with fall campaign of thrice | 


daily weather announcements. 





Procter & Gamble adds 11 west- 
ern NBC outlets to its ‘Vic and 
Sade’ program Friday nights begin- 
ning May 21. Stations are KPO, San 
Francisco; KHQ, Spokane; KOMO, 
Seattle; KGW, Portland; KFI, 


i dles 


Los | 





Half Price 





Vienna, May 9. 
Mother's Day special program 
agreed to play request num- 
bers for persons sending in $1 
to special Mother’s Aid fund. 
One economical Austrian sent 
in a request but enclosed only 
50 cents, saying the request 
was in the name of his mother- 
in-law, not his real one. 
Austrian radio monopoly 
obliged. 











Angeles; KDYL, Salt Lake City; 
KOA, Denver, all on the basic Red 
web, and the four McClatchy sta- 
tions in California; KFBK, Sacra- 
mento: KMJ, Fresno; KWG, Stock- 
ton: KERN, Bakersfield. 





Empire Gold Buying Service bray- 
ing 28 blurbs weekly for next five 
weeks over WMCA, N. Y. 





Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co. of Mil- 
waukee are starting a series of pro- | 


grams on WHO, Des Moines, starting 
May 18 and to be heard on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 12:15 p. m. Bert 
S. Cittens agency of Milwaukee han- 
the account. 





E. Z. A. Laboratories, Des Moines, 


have a new series of musical clock | 


programs on WHO from 8:15 to 8:30 
a. m. every week day starting May 
17. Davidson Furniture store also 
of Des Moines is starting a mu- 
sical clock series on WHO Mondays 
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my 
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A Basic Red 
Network Station 
programmed and 
represented by 
NBC 








In PHILADELPHIA, the 


largest single-family home market in 


the nation ... radio plays a big part in 
the lives of the people. And KYW is the 
peoples’ favorite station. It offers adver- 
tisers a key to 1,157,000 radio fami- 


lies—a ready-made market for goods. 





through Saturdays from 7:30 to 7:45 
a. m. on May 24. 





Hawkins Groseth of Knox-Reeves, 
has been in Des Moines making Gen- 
eral Mills arrangements for num- 
bers of out-of-town days for the Des 
Moines baseball club. 





Hudson River Day Line, New 
York, sponsors Manhattan Hearst 
newspaper film critics on the air 
three times weekly for 15-minute 
broadcasts in which thumbnail re- 
| views and advice on current pictures 
| will be given. Contract is for 13 
weeks 
| Regina Crewe, film critic of New 
York American, went on 
night (17) as a starter and will be 
followed tonight (Wed.) by Rose 
Pelswick, of Evening Journal, and 
Bob Garland, also of American. 
| Program, known as Movie Pilot, 
is from 7:30 to 7:45 p. m. over WEAF 
locally. Nat Brusiloff’s orchestra 
furnishes music for the 15-minuter. 
King Features set deal. 








| I. T. Cohen has been named radio 
director of I. A. Goldman & Co., 
Baltimore agency. 

Force Toasted Wheatcakes (Heck- 
er H-O) is testing on WBNX, New 
York, using three announcements 
weekly in a German program. 





Hanff-Metzger has changed its 
| name to Buchanon & Co. Thomas 
| Buchanon has been president of the 
agency for the past several years. 





Edgeworth Tobacco may put its 


recorded series back on KNX, Los | 


| Angeles, and KSFO, San Francisco. 
Account is now with Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert, with the agency 
quizzing the stations for availability. 





John Archer 
added to the 


Carter has 


mercials. His previous connection 
was Benton & Bowles, holding a 
similar title. Before that he was 


with J. Walter Thompson. 





Old Shay Ale (Victor Brewing 
Co.) has renewed ‘Night at Inn,’ half- 
hour Wednesday nite feature on 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, for 13 weeks 
more. New set-up calls for en- 
larged ork; Nancy Martin and James 
Hayden, soloists; Those Three Girls, 
harmony trio,* and Tavern Players. 
Program is 20 mins. of music and 
10 devoted to dramatic sketch con- 
cerned with history of some historic 
inn. Account placed by W. Earl 
Bothwell, Pittsburgh. 





Raven Mfg. Co., Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, is taking six quarter-hours 
per week on KSO’s Des Moines farm 
folks musical clock. Handled direct. 





KRNT, Des Moines, ran three com- 
mercial broadcasts remote from 
Pella, Iowa, during the Pella Tulip 
Time Festival, with Dale Morgan, 
Gene Shumate, Bill Spargrove and 
Ranny Daly handling. Sponsors 


gent Feed Co. and Central College. 

Reliance Mfg. Co. set series of 
early morning broadcasts over WHO, 
Des ‘Moines, during summer. Pro- 
grams are transcribed and handled 
by Mitchell-Faust agency. 





Montgomery Ward placing a flock 


the midwest. 
it’s a three-a-week schedule for 26 
weeks starting on June 14 on most 
stations. 





‘Ace Williams’ transcription series 
developed by Dan Ryan, W. E. Long 
agency radio head, added to 2KY, 
Sidney, Australia, by Michaelson &® 
Sternberg, exporters. 





Free Tread Shoes e.t.’s (for spon- 
sorship by local dealers) now out. 
Leighton & Nelson spotted over 
WGY, Schenectady, once weekly un- 
til the end of June, for Philip Gould 
Store. 





Bozell & Jacobs, Chicago, placing 
spot campaign for American Mops, 





WBBM, Chicago, two-hour Satur- 
day night ‘Nutty Club’ renewed by 
Goldberg's clothing. 





Snyder Packing Co. signed for 
three 15-minute periods weekly on 
WBB\M, Chicago, using ‘Men of Zeal’ 
octet. Steward, Hanford & Froh- 
man agency. 





H. W. Kastor & Sons, Chicago, set 
Lynne Colle and Winston and Sulton 


for Lavena show, WBBM, for 13 
weeks, 





Laura Atkinson ensemble on 
WCOL, Columbus, for the ‘Packard 
Prelude,’ a 15-minute program just 





Monday | 


of new dise programs direct around | 
Tagged ‘Farmer Jim,’ | 


been | 
radio department of | 
Pedlar & Ryan as director of com- | 


rasiteesinnmmeiieiis 





preceding the Tuesday Fred Astaire 
show under sponsorship of Colum. 
bus Packard Co. 


Bowman Fireside Theatre, WGN 
Chicago, off for summer June 2. Re. 
suming regular spot Sept. 29, 





Don Francisco, vice prez of Lord 
& Thomas on the Coast, back from 
his globe girdle. 





Tom Revere round tripping be. 
tween the two coasts on Benton & 
Bowles radio shows. 

Jack Runyon making the actors do 
interviews on those Lucky Strike 
Hit Parade inserts from Hollywood, 





Jack Hasty trying to figure out 
how to take the Moore-Broderick 
broadcast to Boston for the National 
Biscuit convention June 27, 

Dick Cullum, Minneapolis Journal 
sports ed, now airing. inside sports 
dope nightly on KSTP, for Hamm 
Brewing Co. 





Critchfield-Graves ad agency has 
dropped the first monicker and is 
now Graves and Associates. 





Angeline Clement, since 1931 in 
WCCO’s continuity department, re- 
Signing Saturday (22) to become 
head of David Agency’s, St. Paul, 
radio dept. 





Ohio Electric Service, sponsors of 
Bob Seal’s Inquiring Reporter 
broadcasts on WCOL, Columbus, is 
offering a free trip to the Great 
Lakes Exposition in Cleveland for 
the best letter by a listener telling 
why he likes the Stewart-Warner 
refrigerator. 

Beulah Park track, Grove City, is 
being broadcast daily over WCOL, 
Columbus for duration of 25-day 
spring meeting under sponsorship of 
Miller Oil Co. and Beulah Park 
Jockey Club. Harvey Sproule and 
Russ Canter are the announcers. 

Miller Oil Co. also has daily 
resume of racing program, broadcast 
from the track at 5:45 p.m. by Russ 
Canter. 





Quaker Oats Co., of Chicago, has 





were the Pella Rolscreen Co., Sar- | 


named the Mitchell-Faust Advertis- 
ing Co., to handle the food packer’s 
macaroni products division. 


| 
| 


Old Gold cigarets is scouting 
| around for a show that will put the 
; product back on a network in the 
fall. It’s been off the air for the 
past three seasons. 





Procter & Gamble has e. t. five-a- 
week serial, ‘Kitty Keane’ starting 
Monday (24) on KFYR, Bismarck, 
N. D., for a 52-week ride. 
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GENE O’FALLON, Manager 


Rep. by JOHN BLAIR & CO. 








THERE MUST 
BE A REASON 


Why such advertisers as Ax- 
ton-Fisher Tobacco; Skel- 
gas; Webster-Eisenlohr; So- 
cony- Vacuum and _ others 
are now using 


KXBY 


in Kansas City, Mo. 
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Len Key 
KE Oy expresses its appreciation 


Mp. RALPH Hitz and his associates upon the start 
of its second year of exclusive booking of 
orchestras and entertainment in all hotels of the 


NATIONAL HOTEL 
MANAGEMENT CO. 














in 








HOTEL NEW YORKER HOTEL LEXINGTON 
: in New York in New York 
HOTEL ADOLPHUS HOTEL NICOLLET 
; in Dallas in Minneapolis 
NETHERLAND PLAZA BOOK-CADILLAC 
in Cincinnati in Detroit 
. CONGRESS HOTEL HOTEL VAN CLEVE 

in Chicago in Dayton 

MR. SEYMOUR WEISS and his associates upon beginning 

the second year of a similar association with the 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL in NEW ORLEANS 


Rockwell -O’ Keeke, Ine. is not 


affiliated in any way with any 


REPRESENTED BY ROCKWELL-O'KEEFE INC.: (Artists) Connie Boswell... Oscar Bradley .., Charlie Carlisle ... Bernice Cloire 
~~ Dee Collins . .. Aurelia Colomo ... Frances Comstock , . . Bing Crosby ... Cliff Edwards . . . Ruth Etting .. ,. Frances Faye 
+. Terry Green.,, Art Jorrett ... Gordon Jenkins . . . Annette Hanshaw . . . Andy lona . . . Sharri Kaye . « » Locust Sisters... Mills 
Brothers ... Milly Monti ... Mrs. Helen Wills Moody ... Joe Penner... Peppino & Camille . . . Phil Regan... Harry Richman... 
Robert Shanley ... Josephine Tumminia ,.. Victor Young. (Orchestras) Louis Armstrong .. . Gus Arnheim ... Leon Belasco .. . Casa Loma 
« » » Tommy Christian... Del Courtney... Bob Crosby . . . Jimmy Davidson. . Emery Deutsch ... Al Donahue ,.. Jimmy Dorsey see 
Seger Ellis... Lennie Hayton ... Woody Herman , . . Bill Hogan . . . Claude Hopkins . . . Harry Horlick ,,.. Les Hite... Vie Irwin 
e - . Andy Kirk... Archie Loveland ... Enric Madriguera . . . Benny Meroff . .. Glenn Miller . . . Ruby Newman vas Ray Noble... 
Ben Pollack ... Corl Rovell... Dusty Roades ,,. Art Shaw .. , Lee Shelley . . . Bobby Sherwood... Ran Wilde. 
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Follow-Up Commen 








Amster Spiro, city editor of the 


New York Evening Journal, clicked | 


off a six-minute talk about his job, 
the factors that make a story news- 
worthy, etc., as guest of Bill Wright 
on the latter’s mid-afternoon show 
over CBS. Spiro did not express 
any startlingly original views on 
newspapers and newspaper work, 
but to the listening public interested 
in but not familiar with the press 
field the spiel probably sounded like 
‘inside stuff. Read from a well- 
phrased manuscript and did all right 
by himself on delivery. Wright, in- 
terviewing him, brought out Spiro’s 
hobbies and his commercially-mar- 
keted game of ‘News Flashes.’ 





Antonio Modarelli, conductor of 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, 
gave talk on music and the part 
radio has played in the growth of 
American interest therein, as guest 
of the Heinz ‘Magazine of the Air’ 
over CBS. Modarelli said that the 
musical jeremiahs always had a tale 
of woe: for a time, they insisted 
that the graphophone was doing ir- 
reparable damage to their art and 
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that more recently they were la- 
menting on the manner in which 
| radio was ‘killing’ it. 

Despite their cries, Modarelli said 
that music had a stronger foothold 
|in the United States than ever be- 
|fore; that more concerts were be- 
| ing given and more people were at- 
|tending them; that symphony or- 
| chestras had sprung up in smaller 
cities, and that first-rate orchestras 
and bands in high schools were on 
the increase. He attributed much of 
this spread to radio, which had 
taught listeners to enjoy and to de- 
mand the finest in music and musi- 
cal artists 

‘Ace Williams,’ transcribed series 
of building-up finishes to episodes, 
and few minor changes in cast, 
to the front as a top kid show 
Production smoother and selling an- 
gles more vital. 


comes 


General Mills’ 60-minute early a.m. 
Columbia shot seems to be falling 
apart, and immediate, drastic re- 


hn . . - | ° 
amie ™M we omy Sn hae gy Ft |to minimum trouble getting horses 
shows— Mode 4 ‘ 7 S| starte 
. ’ | started. 
| of All Churches’ and John S. Wat-|"n..4° other chain feeds handled 
te we ¢ sntary. ‘Modern|_. . po 
ae i , ir oem as Kee wo |night preceding race and night of 
aera ous back rite and mike life |/Preakness Ball following race also | 
giamorous ackstage ¢é ce 4 Thee ; 3 
je her caslinia mn mewn. 1 of tavern sing- | oKay. Pre-Preakness doings by 
ee ee ~.. -, |MeCarthy brought Alfred G. Van- 


ers, between whose numbers is a 
thin, unconvincingly produced plot. 
Cutting of orchestra helped to make 
it such, but poor script and careless 


| 


| 








PREAKNESS ANNUAL 
With Clem McCarthy, Bob Tula and 

Band, Rex Reynolds 
AMERICAN OIL CO. 

Four hours, Sat., 2 to 6 p. m. 
WBAL, Baltimore 
(Joseph Katz) 

Splicing in running of races at 
Pimlico with variety program from 
studio for a four-hour period locally. 
Highlight of the day, the running of 
the historic Preakness, was then fed 
to the Blue Network of the NBC, 


| through WBAL, which did a work- 
| manlike job of broadcasting, locally 
| and for web. 


Clem McCarthy, veteran 
race ‘casting stint, 
ning of the various races in 
okay manner, and John 
reported on color and highlights of 


usual 


| day which attracted 44,000 people to 


the famous course. 

Studio interludes nicely paced by 
tex Reynolds, with Bob Iula’s band 
fititng into the doings nicely. Com- 
mercials capably handled through- 


| out entire period and plugs timed 
'and written deftly. 


Chain took over from 5.15 to 5.45, | 


with plenty of time to get in an ex- 


| cellent and unhurried coverage due 


performance and_ production do 
more. 
John S. Watkins (ne John S.J 


derbilt and several jockeys to mike 
Fri. 9.15 to 9.45 and ball report (Sat.) 
picked up Tommy Dorsey and Ozzie 
Nelson music along with celebrities 
11 to 11.30. Burm, 


Young), new commentary, has taken | DEL CASINO 
on enough wrong upward inflections | Songs, music, talk 


to make it non-listenable, if the ever- 
(Continued on page 53) 





BETTE DAVIS 
With Fred MacMurray, John Beal, 

May Robson, Margaret Hamilton 

and Hal K. Dawson 
‘Another Language’ 
Dramatization 
60 Mins. 

LUX 
Monday, 9 p.m., DST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

Rose Franken’s flesh and flicker 
hit turned out to be fine fodder for 
the Lux Theatre of the Air, bene- 
fiting especially from the large name 


| cast and staging it had to buoy up 


the qualities piece inherently has for 
radio. 


15 Mins. 


| NOXEMA 





| 


Monday and Friday, 7:30 p.m., EDST 
WABC, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


Against a somewhat similar ses- 


| sion of film reviews and gossip over 


WEAF, at the same time, this shot 
offers Del Casino’s warbling, Milton 
Hirth’s Hammond organ-pumping 
and a stanza of Hollywood chatter. 
Aired locally on Monday nights and 
through WCAU, Philly, and WCAO, 
Baltimore, on Friday nights. Fair 
enough show, all in all. 

Casino, soft-voiced warbler of the 
romantic pop style, serves up a pair 


of songs for each program. Okay, | 
without setting the ether on fire. | 


Currently on the Paramount stage, 


oe 
Hirth’s tooting of jazzology comes 
about as near real temperature as Is 


Miss Davis, in the lead and pivot | possible on an organ, but that isn’t 


role, did a swell job. 


was a marked contrast to the types 
of parts she has been playing in pix 
lately. And probably reflects her 
having some ‘choice’ for radio. 

MacMurray was standard; John 
Beal, doing the same assignment as 
the slightly neurotic and frustrated 
young man he did for Metro on 
screen, scored on whole if uneven at 
times. Miss Robson and others, in 
subordinate assignments, gave strong 
second-trench support. 

Mrs. Sarah Delano Roosevelt was 
picked up from N, Y. by the De- 
Mille-m.c.'d show, and the Prez’s 
| mater greeted the country with well- 
| phrased gracious talk. Bert. 





PATTY JEAN 

Health Chats 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 9:45 a.m. 

WMBC, Detroit 

Patty Jean, formerly with WTAM, 

Cleveland, imparts double-barreled 
shot on WMBC daily. Morning stint 
| is tagged ‘Health Club’ and consists 


, of scientific reducing exercises, while | news, 
p.m. prog is devoted to food. Both | y ouis, 


meritorious. 

Sends listeners free health chart, 
showing exercises, and offers daily 
menus during afternoon prog. Also 
holds question-and-answer forum, 
Has nice voice. Pete. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Essaying the | too near. 
part of a sensitive, intelligent woman | 








A\ hah 
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strument for selections requiring less 
flexibility. 

Hollywood chatter session is han- 
dled in unusual style. Each item is 
‘captioned’ in advance by the an- 
nouncer. It breaks up the spiel. Ma- 
terial supplied by E. M. Horowitz. 
Inside facts and fancies about the 
film biggies. 
and fads and such trivia, which the 
fans gobble ravenously. Attempt was 
made on show caught (17) to in- 
ject lively material. 
made contradicting publicized ages 
of Shirley Temple and Robby Breen. 
Former is nine and latter is 11, it 
was Claimed. 

Commercials about as 
would be expected. 
KATHRYN CRAVENS 
Comment 
15 Mins. 

PONTIAC 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 2 p.m. DST 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(McManus, John and Adams) 

Miss Cravens is a very able com- 
mentator who comments to the ladies, 
and correspondingly interprets the 


long as 
Hobe. 





Came into N. Y. from St. 
Amplified now over net- 
work. Caught on Coronation Day, 
she dished it up on that already | 


overworked and overwrought sub- 
ject. However, several of her slants 
were shinily new, 
enough, considering her listeners, to 
let drop a few tears over the Duke 
of Windsor. 

Slugged across a very appropriate 
commercial by mentioning Neil Van- 
derbilt, Jr., 


| mer. She described the outfit in 


some detail, all of which was inter- | 


|; esting. From her account Vandy 
has indeed said Farewell to Fifth 
Avenue. Bert. 


HALSEY HALL 

10 Minutes—Local 

BROWN-WILLIAMSON 

Daily, 9:30 p.m. 

KSTP, Minneapolis—St. Paul 

(B.B.D. & O.) 

Hall is sports ed 

apolis Journal. Since he doubles as 

referee, umpire, head linesman and 

timekeeper in various fields of sport, 


| he’s been on the inside of many of | 


the oddities whereof he speaks. 

Roar of a 
| stanza. It would be just as apropos 
to sign off the same way. Plug is 


|for Sir Walter Raleigh smoking to- | 
| bacco and Avalon ciggies, the two 
products getting the works on alter- | 


nate nights. Commercial angle is 
is a certainty to please the sports 
hound, who likes to feel he’s been 
taken into the dugout or clubhouse 


and shown what makes the big 





sports events tick. Rash. 


of the | 
handled the run-| 


Wilbourn | 


An organ is still the in-| 


Mostly about hobbies | 


Statement was | 


and she was slick 


had gone over to the} 
British Blowout with a fancy trailer | 
attached to a Pontiac, in which he’d | 
tour the Continent during the sum- | 


of the Minne-| 


sporting crowd opens | 


not overplayed and the whole stint |} 
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BRITISH CORONATION LOU HOLTZ 
Wednesday, May 12, 1937 Comedy 
Ali Stations, New York 11 Mins. 


MAXWELL HOUSE 
Thurs., 9 p.m. DST 
WEAF-NBC-red, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 


England got its king crowned at 
long last. In the doing it staged the 
longest radio commercial on record. 
From 5 a.m., EDST, until exhaustion 
set in, around mid-afternoon, the Holtz, augmenting the Maxwell 
boys and girls never stopping sell-| ‘Showboat,’ was precisely what ce 
ing the British Empire. Every trick] physician would have - prescrib 4 
of build-up and ballyhoo and a few| Hour program, giving only small 
twists from ‘The March of Time’|slice to blackface team of Molson: 
were utilized. ‘n’ January and concentreting ‘on 

There were times when the British} topheavy tonsilling, got right into 
announcers became tongue-tied with} the comedy groove with Holtz 
awe. There were moments when the| Spreading his 11 mins. out through 
sheer dullness of the Anglican rites}; three marches up to the mike. His 
must have driven thousands of| first pair of patterings were o.k.; he 
Americans at least temporarily from| Slew ‘em with his windup, trotting 
their radios. But again there were} Out one of those inimitable ‘Mahara. 
highlights of dramatic sock. It never jah’ monologs. 
| stopped from 4:45 a.m. to 11:46 a.m. Another special guest act was Vast} 
}and then it was just a luncheon| Family of five hillbilly-howling 
pause. There was more stuff in the} young ’uns; they were o.k, Bert 
(New York) afternoon. Including a 
‘Coronation party’ staged by London 
music hall entertainers and remind- 
ing Americans anew just how dead 
vaudeville is in the United States 
by contrast with its seeming vitality | 
| in radio-smothering Great Britain. 








ARNOLD GRIMM’S DAUGHTER 

With Jene Byron, Ed Prentiss, Don 
Merrifield, Guild Adams, Jean Mc. 
Donald, James Andeline, Gertrude 
Bonghill, Orin Brandon 


| Measuring the radio marathon hour| Serials 

|for hour, it was a snooze-between-| 15 Mins. 

| every-move chess match. Fault}GENERAL MILLS — 

| chiefly lay with the six B. B. C./ Daily; 10:30 a.m., CDST 


blurbers, Howard. Marshall, Tom| WGN, Chicago 
Woodroffe, Harold Abrahams, Mike} (Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

| Standing, John Snagge and George; This program might be a radio 
Blake. For quaintness and naivete! version of ‘Mountain Justice’ witho. t 
Marshall even outdid his epochal! the dialect. And without 


action 


performance on the recent Baer-| Anway, it’s based on the idea of a 
Farr fight. | family who no-likes the kid’s mar- 
Boys worked with or without] riage and blurt out threats to try 


scripts — it really wasn’t apparent} and break it up. From the perform- 
which way. But they all agreed on| ance, all the characters are either 
one point and kept reiterating that} extremely slow of mind, or else a bit 
the display had ’em ‘speechless,’ was| demented. 
| ‘indescribable’ and generally had ’em} Ingenue’s voice is tired for a heart- 
|} so rocked back on the heels they/ throbby bride, and the burly father 
couldn’t ‘adequately’ tell the listen-| talks by blurting out chunks of sen- 
ers what was happening. Perhaps; tences which he seemingly has mem- 
after hours of that talk, the listeners] orized. 
| began to wonder why radio attempt-|} Production, too, has fallen into the 
}ed it at all if description was ‘im-| spirit of the characters, for announc- 
| possible.’ er comes in to change scenes without 
| Since the procession started from] any pause whatsoever, and actors cut 
| Buckingham Palace, proceeded to| his last word. Natural dialogue just 
| Westminster Abbey for the dubbing,| isn’t, and only action is of the jaws. 
|and then returned, there was not| 
much use in telling what the march 
| looked like twice, but the B. B. C.| 
| boys did — not missing a king’s | 
| horse or a king’s man. Their only} 
| trouble was in identifying most of | 
| the regiments, flags, bands, coaches | 
and personages. These, too, were ‘in- | 
| describable’ and apparently the boys | 
| in the broadcast booth had no means | 
|of even identifying their nationali- | 
ities. But it really didn’t matter. 
They knew their king. 
After six hours of breathless 
broadcast braying the monarch had 
finally arrived home and appeared 
on the Buckingham balcony for a 
bow. That cued off the show — for 
a while. 
At 2:20 in the afternoon the show 
really hit its stride, and since it 
| was conducted with showmanship 
and in radio’s sphere and vernacular, 
proved a smacko thrill. A roll-call 
of the empire was run off. All the} 
territories and possessions, domin- | 
ions and protectorates of the empire 
had a whack for a fast-run 40 mins. 
Then Prime Minister Stanley Bald- 
win did his stuff next to closing. 
His Majesty closed in front of the 
olio. Bert. 
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Gene O’Fallon, head of KFEL, 
Denver, has been picked as radio 
committee chairman of the B.P.O. 
Elks’ convention which opens in 
Denver, July 11. 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


Jack Lacey added to spieling corps 
at WNBC, New Britain, Conn. 
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RUDY VALLEE IN LONDON 

With Fernand Gravet, Eric Coates, 
will Fyffe, J. B. Priestley, Flor- 
ence Desmond, Weston Brothers 
Mins. 

OY AL GELATINE 

yhursday, 8 p.m., EDST 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


Second (13) of Rudy Vallee’s two 
proadcasts from London for Royal 
Gelatine ran into even worse at- 
mospheric conditions than previous 
week. Heavy downpour, accompan- 
ied by lightning, continued through- 
out the show. Frequently blotted 
out entire proceedings and at other 
times made what remained unintelli- 
gible. Grew worse as show pro- 
ceeded. 

What little slipped through that 
barrage, however, carried a strong 
showmanship punch. Program neatly 
arranged and produced. Two char- 
acteristics of the previous London 
shot were evidenced. One was the 
indigo tint to some of the material, 
the other was zeal of the British 


announcer to inject zip into the com- | 


mercial blurb. 

This week’s off-color material (in 
place of the Congreve piece done by 
Charles Laughton and Elsa Lan- 
chester on proceeding show) was one 
of those so-called ‘sophisticated’ 
songs, “The Princess and the Frog,’ 
sung by the Weston Brothers. Lyrics 
opened in fairy story vein, gradu- 
ally hinted at shady interpretation, 
then tag-lined a funny variation of 
an old smoking-room gag. Unlike 
last week’s edition, however, this 
one was open to a harmless inter- 
pretation, though few adults would 
miss the real meaning. Weston 
Brothers were announced as coming 
to the Rainbow Room, N. Y., in a 
couple of months. 


Florence Desmond, who guested on | 


Vallee show in New York some time 
ago, impersonated film stars. Her 
Tallulah Bankhead and Greta Garbo 
were fiendishly clever (she mimed 
the Swede actress singing parody on 
‘A Fine Romance’ in ‘Camille’ char- 
acterization). Others might be sock 
for England, but subjects aren’t suf- 
ficiently familiar to the American 
public. 

Fernand Gravet, who recently 
film-debuted in ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB), sang pair of numbers in 
semi-recitative style somewhat simi- 
lar to Maurice Chevalier’s. Actor 
loses appeal via radio, but came 
through much stronger in an inter- 
view with Vallee. Has a hokeless 
way of talking about himself that’s 
impressive. 

Two other items on the program 
were an eerie dramatic sketch, pow- 


HEDDA HOPPER 
Film Chatter 

15 mins.—Local 
MAR-O-OIL 
Wednesday, 1:30 p.m, 
KFI, Los Angeles 


(James Morton) 


Neat offering of its type and should 
fall pleasantly on femme ears. Miss 


stuff \hat the ladies cling to. Quarter- 
hour period is cut up into magazine 
sections and only those things that 
rate a tumble with milady gets a 
rather frothy going-over, 

Gal has a nice delivery and should 





get the femmes swinging. 

an improvement over the 
outfit’s last piece and much more 
meaty in its content. Mi Hoppe 
has done considerable picture work 
and that throws an aura of authen- 
ticity around her glib gabbing. 


It’s quite 
hair oil 


Various departments are indexed 
by pages as to their highlights. but 
| one thing sticks out boldly—it has to 
| do with femme fripperies. Way 
' 


Marlene Dietrich wears her hat: how 
| Jean Harlow parts her hair or how 
| the pic pretties are decking out this 
|summer_ gets the neavy play, 
land wisely so. That's what the gals 
| who oil up their scalps want to hear. 
As an added starter she had James 
| Hilton, author (‘Lost Horizon’), on 
Fees a bit of verbal sparring. Then 


into a song-and-dance about a talent 
| search, the details of which are to 
| come later. Double piano team 
bows her in and out with ‘Sophisti- 
cated Lady,’ quite appropriate, if 
flattering. 


Sponsor squeezes in a fast plug for 
a nail trim just ahead of signoff. 
Even with this double billing it’s 
considerable of a letdown from the 
|former commercial deluge. Appe- 
| tizing femme fare that should kick 


|improve its rating with the switch 


| to a night spot in another two weeks. | 


Helm. 


erfully written by Oliver Baldwin, 
son of the English prime minister; 
and Vallee’s interview with J. B. 
Priestley on the reasons why Eng- 
land goes haywire over the Corona- 
tion. Novelist is a lucid, engaging 
speaker. 


dian, repeated his appearance 
previous week, this time playing a 
Highland railway guard. Eric Coates 
batoned the orchestra in a specially- 
written ‘Coronation Overture’ which 
turned out to be so much musical 
trash. Vallee handled the entire 
show with his customary gracious 
ease. Hobe. 





Hopper, who enjoys some popularity | 
as a Hollywood stylist, doles out the | 


up a gang of faithfuls and should | 


Will Fyffe, Scotch character come- | 
of | 


|TIC TOC REVUE 

| Barry McKinley, Jean O'Neil, Hughie 
Barrett, NBC Tune Twisters 

Songs, Band 

|30 Mins. 

| GRIFFIN ALL-WHITE 

iMon., 7 p. m. EDST 

| WEAF, New York 

| (Birmingham, Castleman & Pierce) 


Griffin rated last season as a major 
user of spot broadcasting. This year 
| has put all its eggs in one basket, a 
| half-hour weekly stanza over NBC. 
Considering the talent budget and 
the element it wants to appeal to, 
the account has been done well by. 
Women listeners should like the pro- 
gram. 

Smartly produced and _ sprightly 
paced, the show moves along a high 


level of melodic entertainment. 
Voices are uniformly good and the 
orchestra, batoned by Hughie Bar- 
rett, blows soft and hot, in turn, with 
the output summing up as easily 
salable music. What sounds as par- 
ticularly geared to get ’em is Bar 


rett’s string section. 

With the program pitched in a ro- 
mantic mood, there’s plenty of pleas- 
ant harmony from the vocal setup, 
which consists of Barry McKinley, 
NBC baritone standby; Jean O’Neil, 
a promising youngster with a knack 
for torching up a number; the Tune 
Twisters, femme trio, and a mixed 
chorus. McKinley and Miss O'Neil 
came in for a single duet on the ini- 
tial show (17) and what could have 
been more apt in this interlude for 


a program selling shoe whiting than | 
a Walk?’ | 


‘Would You Like to Take 


Ad copy is kept down to the mini- 
mum. It makes frequent play on the 
phrase ‘step out smartly’ in both the 
continuity and the plug and stresses 
the claim that the whiting is good 
for all fabrics and leathers. Odec. 








| DAVID LOWE 

Commentator 
15 Mins., Local 
| Sustaining 
M-W-F, 3:45 p.m., DST. 
| WINS, New York 

Lowe, an_ affable-voiced chap, 
chatters on film, stage and pesonali- 
ties chit-chat. A newcomer, he 
|ripples a bit of water, but washes 
| up no waves. 

Best stuff is his dealing with hu- 
man-interest angles, and he should 
concentrate more heavily on it. His 
other items first saw the light of day 
in the newspapers, and his rehash 
| neither further illumines nor twists 
|out new interpretations. He could, 
i too, strive to be a bit more up-to- 
' date. Bert. 


REGINA CREWE 

With Nat Brusiloff Orchestra 

Film Chatter, Music 

15 Mins.—Local 

HUDSON DAY LINE 

M-W-F, 7:30 p.m., EDST, 

WEAF, New York 
(Wendell P. Colton) 


| Local quarter hour hits air at same 
| time another new program 
film dope is broadcast by WABC. 
| This WEAF series alternates three 





| Hearst film chatter-reviewers Mon- 
| day, Wednesday and Friday, with 
| Regina Crewe the lead-off and Nat 


| Brusiloff’s music the back-up for all 
| three, 


using | 





Miss Crewe talks well and handles 
herself okay. She beats the tom-tom 
for picturedom generally and it i 
evident that only praise and 
bouquets will be handed out Lack 
of critical lowdown may or may not 
be a drawback in building listening 
audience 

From the standpots of film com- 
panies (to whom it would appear the 
program will look for cooperation) | 


the giving away of the full plot de- 


tails is bad. Miss Crewe left little] 
for the imagination or the Music 
| Hall in revealing the full narrative 


mechanics and situations of ‘Shall 


| 
|We Dance?’ This is precisely the 
| point over which there has been so 
}much wrangling on the Campbell 
soup ‘Hollywood Hotel’ program. 
| Brusiloff music is peppy All in 
|all its a nice light quarter hour™for 
|summer and a summer advertiser 
|excursion-promoting Hudson Day 
Line. Land, 
BOB WILSON 
| Sports Chatter 
5 Mins. 
BOND CLOTHES 
Weekdays, 6:30 p.m, 
| WICC, Bridgeport 

Sports ed of Bridgeport Herald 


and former sec to late Walter Camp, 


Bob Wilson commands a wide fol- 
lowing through southern Connecti- 
cut. Natural obstacle of five-min- 


ute limit is solved by concentrating 
on single topic each shot. Wilson 
shuffles his fare, jumping from box- 
ing to baseball to general policies 
of sports. Stress on Connecticut situ- 
ations and personalities adds attrac- 
tion. 


Since initial programs sportster 
has quickened his pace anl accus- 
tomed himself to mike technique. 


Sartorial commercial comment, 
staff spielers, not overworded. 
Because Wilson’s home is in New 


by 





Haven, broadcast splits week be- 
tween WICC studio there and 
Bridgeport headquarters. Elem. 


| 
| 
| 


DICK MERRILL 

With Jack Lambie 

WOODBURY 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 


NBC got a goodly part of the $2.500 
it guaranteed the backers of Dick 
Merrill and Jack Lambie, co-pilots of 
the latest two-way  transatlantie 
flight, for exclusive air rights to their 
story when the pair went on the 
Woodbury show Sunday night (16) 
as guests. Event was somewhat dif- 
ferent from the usual interview of 
feat celebs in that it was worked up 


to a good laugh punch. Bob Hope 
did the quizzing. 

After Merrill and Lambie had 
skimmed over a few facts about the 
flight, Honey Chile, Hope regula! 
foil, got into the proceedings, re- 
marking that she and the fliers were 
related in that all three came from 
the south. When Hope tried to edge 
back into the crossfire, the girl 
drawled, ‘Stay out, you Yankee 

Odi lt 

‘HAIL TO THE CHIEF’ 
With Walter Huston 
30 Mins. 
SANTA FE RAILROAD 
Saturday, 4:30 p.m. 
KNX, Hollywood 

Special program to hail test run 


of Santa Fe’s new streamline Super 





Chief went too far overboard on 
commercial plug and narration to 
drop it into an entertainment listing. 
Walter Huston wasted on a brief 
bit. Music was saved for the wind- 
up with enough time left for a fat 
commercial. 

Show followed the 
of such affairs, and 
or imagination was 
the rattler rolled 
cued the orchestra into the Windy 
City’s familiar song. As the stream- 
liner crossed the plains it brought 
an orchestrated chorus of ‘Roll On 
Prairie Moon.’ Bill Hatch’s 21-piece 
crew took a whack at ‘On the Trail’ 
and gave the tamale tunes a few 
chops. 

Narration by 


usual pattern 
little originality 
evident. When 
into Chicago it 


Thomas Freebairn 
Smith and Karlton KaDell, two of 
the village’s best, was up to snuff 
and interesting in its historical con- 
tent, but not entirely new to west- 
erners. History of the line from the 
driving of the first spike down to 
the ballyhoo limited was _ traced. 
Huston was used for the part of a 
pioneer who carried the torch 
through Kansas. 

Paul Taylor chorus of 20 voices 
was used for the atmospheric backup 
with Hatch’s crew. Bill Robson pro- 
duced, Helm, 
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TRANSAMERICAN announces two outstanding 
radio programs for the coming season: 


‘THE UNCROWNED KING’ 


Starring the celebrated actor of stage 
and screen LIONEL ATWILL, and based on 
the glamorous life and adventures of 


ARABIA .. - 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


HOLLYWOOD 


5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOlilywood 5315 


‘THIS BOY JOE’ 


Starring LEON JANNEY, adapted from the 
original manuscript by BOOTH TARKINGTON. 
A story of genuine human interest, as only 
Tarkington can write it... 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING ano TELEVISION CORP. 
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St Paul Students on Sponsored Shows; 
“\KSTP Sees School Board as Unfair 


-—-- 


St. Paul, May 18. ,;ing on a variety show over WMIN 

St. Paul's Dept. of Education is 'and a twice-weekly commercial pro- 
~ ° > . 4 < : tg 
finding itself in a bucket of boiling gram on WTCN, 


KSTP got riled because it consid- 
ered its nixed idea more in keeping 
with sort of period studes should be 


rater as a result of stations here 
fighting among selves and with Dept. 
over what sort of programs they can 


+} } 
use high school stude Dept. okays permitted to appear on, rather than 
y kid flo types of shows current and o. k.d 
stations using Kids culo, an tea tee eval callane. 
.<STP has risen u rrathfully afte: , ia 
RSI? ha isen up wrathfull : But since Amidon reserves thé 


Paul S. Amidon, supe of schools, 
fused to permit station to use school- 
ers on a 
Amidon has o. k.’d studes participat- 


re- . 
; right to pass on all proposed radio 


participation s¢ holars under his Jur- 


bee. KSTP is 


sponsored spelling 


tion hand- 
cuffed. 

Across the river in Minneapolis 
C. R. Reed, supe of schools in that 
town. announced in a letter to 
{ WTCN, when queried on possibility 
of getting pupils under his ferule on 
St. Paul stations, that his Board of 
Education is unalterably opposed to 
having scholars used in air in man- 
ner it is practised in St. Paul. 


sdic engage in, 














Increase of Taxes Seen 


If City-Owned WPG Has 


Rival for Radio Business 


Atlantic City, May 18. 
Mayor C. D. White announced to- 
day the city’s official opposition in 
| behalf of Municipal Station WPG to 
the application for a radio station 
| here of the Press-Union newspapers. 
Similar opposition to the Press- 
Union request has also been filed by 
four stations in addition to WPG. 
They are: WEST, WKBO, WCAU 
and WSNJ, Bridgeton, N. J. Bridge- 
| ton station has not yet been built. 


Press-Union applied for a _ local 
| station 100 watts at night and 250 
| watts during the day. The city’s 


| opposition is based on the economic 

| claim that another station would cut 

| into WPG’s revenue for advertising 

|} and thus make the station more 

costly for the taxpayers to maintain. 

The hearing scheduled for June 
10, in Washington. 


WNEW Lines Up 11 


Some 11 new sponsors and more 
| than that number of new programs 
| and business were reported by the 
| sales department at WNEW, N. Y.., 
| Since May 12. Madison Personal 
| 

| 


is 





Loan, Inc., was the largest air space 
| buyer with 15 minutes on the ‘Make- | 
| Believe Ballroom® three mornings | 
a ; ; am, Per week, ‘Dugout Baseball’ inter-/ 
views spotted two days per week be- | 








TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


|fore the start of Newark (Int'l | 
_ League) ball games, and its ‘Lend a | 
* * | Hand’ broadcasts on 30-minute | 


schedule five nights weekly. 

Besides this one sponsor, Light- 
| ning Electric Co., Hoffman Beverage 
Co., Borok Furniture Co., Meisel 
| Tire Co., Jackson Floor Coverings, | 
| B. C. Remedy, Lakeview Electrical 
| Appliance, Fabiano Seeds, American 
Airlines and Eagle Tires were listed 


ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 


(J. Walter Thompson) as new accounts. New biz is running 
9 P.M. D.S.T. Every Friday, WJZ about double what it was a year ago. 


Blue Network 
*x 


Just Concluded 3 
Successful Weeks at 
Paramount, New York 

+ 
DECCA RECORDS 


MGT. JOE GLASER 
ROCK W ELL-O'KEEFE 





WTMJ Adds Mikemen 
Milwaukee, May 18. 

Two announcers have been added 
to staff of WTMJ, Milwaukee Jour- 
nal station here, Claude Kirchner, 
and Dwight Williams. 
| Kirchner comes from WRR, Dallas, 
j}and WROK, Rockford; Williams from 
WJJD, Chicago, and WKBZ, Muske- 
gon. 














By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER EARS «no [{EART-THROBS 


pure | 
een 
1 
| 


6 
100 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99“ 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST 
NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST 


IN . ” COAST TO COAST 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


Ad 


| its frequency. 





In Midst of a Riot | 


Sacramento, May 18. 
KROY ran wire to nearby Stock- 
ton and gave listeners a swat-by- | 
swat description of a strike riot. 
Pickup was made from window of 
house across street from fight scene. 


No casualties among crew of 
KROY with exception of nerve 
trouble and knee’ bruises from 
knocking. 


Move to Clear Fal Tie 
For Bulova; KSL, WJJD, 
WPG Must Be Conciliated 


May 
to bring 


Washington, 


attempts 


18 
Renewed about 
a frequency shuffle which will open 
the wav for Arde Bulova to obtain 
a full-time transmitter in New York 
are in progress. 

Initiated shortly after the Federal 
Communications Commission  ap- 
proved Bulova’s purchase of WLWL, 
New York, from the Paulist Fathers, 
campaign under way which may 
lead to deletion of WOV, New York 
and channel shifts for WLWL 
WPG. Atlantic City. Going is under- 
stood to be hard at present, although 
Harold A. LaFount, former Radio 
Commissioner and heavy stockholder 
in Bulova enterprises, 


is 


and 


is engaged in 
intensive missionary work. 


Would involve WPG’s replacing 
WOV on 1130 ke, with WLWL tak- 
ing WPG’s time on 1100, giving 
Bulova exclusive occupancy of the 


berth in the East. Objections have 
been raised by KSL, Salt Lake City. 
Utah transmitter currently fears its 
hopes of eventually going to 590 kw 
might be injured if a 5 kw outlet 
like the Atlantic City station shares 
So far WPG has not 
appeared enthusiastic about sliding 
back to 1 kw in order to eliminate 
this danger to KSL. 

Another obstacle is the lukewarm- 
ness of Ralph Atlass, who fears his 
WJJD, Chicago, would suffer if an | 
Eastern seaboard station climbed on 
1130. Unconvinced that he would 
not be hurt, Atlass described as 
apprehensive about effect of WPG’s 
operation on 1130 on WJJD’s exten- 
Sive daytime coverage in 


1S 


Indiana, 


| Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 


Installation of directional antenaa 
for WPG may be the solution. | 
Understood Bulova has propositioned 
on this maneuver, but Atlantic City 
fathers do not cotton to the idea of 
a costly installation for the bene ‘it 
of KSL and WJJD. Possibility re- | 
mains LaFount can work out some 
way to help WPG meet the cost and | 


thus please everybody. | 
| 








Early Summer Nuptials 





Robert Robertson, of NBC's Cost- 
Accounting Dept., and _ Elizabeth | 
Washington, of the Artists Service, 
will be married May 27 in Florida. 

George Sachs, sustaining act book- 
er, will hitch with Elinore Caschi- 
one on June 13. 

Jack Baxter, copy writer, will wed 
Patrice McCormick, of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, on June 5. 


Chicago, May 18. 

Pete Jaeger, chief of the local 
Transamerican office, Alice Veit of 
the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency and 
Peggy Wall, ether performer and 
headliner on the Caldwell’s ‘Monti- 
| cello Party Line’ show are all sched- 
uled for marriage. 

Jaeger marries Loretta White on 


June 12; Miss Veit becomes Mrs. | 
Henry Irwin on May 28 and Miss| 
Wall marries Dr. Richard Perritt 
in August. 


Cotton Queen’s Ghost 


Memphis, May 18. 

Radio fans who listened in on the 
WMC-NBC network broadcast from 
the Cotton Carnival ball at the 
Auditorium Friday night thought 
they heard Queen Frances 
| man—but they didn't. At 
minute, Queen Frances lost 
voice, not from mike fright, 
|from too much Cotton 
speech-making. 

Mary Joe Tate, college 
ghost-voiced for her. 


the last 


student, 


ment at Pittsburgh Field Club next 
week to Danforth Co, (Westinghouse 
refrigerators), Fred Robinson, pro., 
will be the commentator, assisted by 
Claude Haring and Joe Tucker of 
| WWSW. 





| daily 
| class-rooms. These programs will be 


Chap- | 


her | 
but | 
Carnival 


WWSW, Pittsburgh, has sold run- | 
ning comment on PGA golf tourna- | 


19, 1937 





Van Auken, Ind’polis’ 3d 


Station, Stresses Civics 
Indianapolis, May 18. 


| Glenn Van Auken, local attorney, 


is pieased but very noncommittal 


on his final O. K. by F. C. C. for the 
Indianapolis. | 


third radio station in 
Says he doesn’t know where it will 
be located. and no bids have been 
received yet. He expects to start 
construction in about a month, after 
F. C. C. gets a chance to authorize 
| site and equipment. 

| Van Auken will go in big for play 
from civic promot 


yn programs, tie- 


in with school system, and sports, 
religious, and agricultural interests 
For civic tie-in, Van Auken pro- 


poses a ‘Community Radio Council,’ 


with appointed reps from Chamber 
of Commerce, Better Business 
Bureau, Lions’ Club, Rotary Chkib, 


and other service units. 

For school tie-in, Van Auken pro- 
poses to air two half-hour periods 
for teachers and studes in 


planned by Board of Education. 


Mutual’s Expe Pick-Ups 





Mutual network is going in for 
regularly skedded novelt~ broadcasts 
this summer, picking up airings from 
Cleveland, Fort Worth and Dallas 
Expos. From the Great Lakes layout 
web will carry programs originating 
in the Showboat, Admiralty Club, 
Aquacade, Alpine Village, Radioland 
and Florida Exhibits. From the pair 
of prairie expos, dance orchs will be 
carried, 

CBS and NBC are having flock of 
their commercial shows originate on 
rotating basis from Cleveland, but 
haven’t laid plans for Texas shows. 
Mutual, having but one commercial 
lined up for Cleveland one-shot orig- 
ination, will concentrate on _ the 
specials. 


8,500 Picket Philco 


Philadelphia, May 18. 
Biggest picket line ever seen in 
Philly was formed this week by 8,500 





} 


' 


|WMCA DRAMATIZES WHN 


AMATEUR SHOW EVENT 


Latest episode in the fang-and. 
claw rivalry of WMCA and WHN, 
New York, occurred Jast week when 
WMCA's ‘Five Star Final’ drama. 
tized chain of coincidents that hap- 
pened night before on WHN amate 





ur 
| hour. 

Tyro program, staged by Jay ¢ 
Flippen from stage of Loew’s Zies. 
feld theatre and newly bankrolled 


| Upon 


by Oxydol, declared Vincent Shevlin 
a bartender, winner of $50 fir : 
It happened Shevlin’s was 
listening in program up in the 
Bronx, and it also so happened that 
she was for lesertion, 


prize 


st prize, 


So Wife 


to 


seeking him 
learning of his 
she hopped a cab and art 
side the Ziegfeld with a 
slapped a non-support warrant on 
the till-then happy winner as he 
emerged from his triumph. 

WHN amateurs winners do not 
collect the $50 until they show up 
two nights after and do a cuffo sus- 
taining show, ‘Air Finds,’ for station, 
Shevlin managed to get his bail up 
and was released from the hoosegow 
in time to appear for payoff 
performance. 


EASY 


money, 
ived out- 
cop, who 


the 





ACES 


| 


| 


employees of Philco Radio and Tele- | 


vision Company around the firm’s 
acres of plants. Negotiations be- 


tween the company and Locals 101 | 


and 102 of the United Electrical and 
Radio Workers were deadlocked. 
Further gabbing today. 





Vic Ratner’s Trip 


Vie Ratner, sales promotion head 


| of CBS, off to Elkhart, Ill., with his 


wife, Letitia Ide, the dancer. 

She will rest awhile with her fam- 
ily. Father-to-be will return to his 
charts and graphs. 





WFIL Expands Swaps 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

WFIL expanded newspaper time- 
space swap deals to four this week 
by addition of Radio Press, new 
weekly fan mag. Editor Nor- 
|}man Jay (Ginsberg) gets 5 minutes, 
| 5 days a week, for news behind the 
news spiel. 

Station gets 
uses for 
products. 


page ad, 
merchandizing 


which 
sponsors’ 





Judith Waller Arranges 
Columbus, May 18. 

Judith Waller, of NBC, was in 
| town Friday (14) to supervise airing 
of three network programs from 
| National School Orchestra Contest. 
| Broadcasts originated from Ohio 
State Fairgrounds Coliseum and 
|; were sent via WCOL. 
Friday and Saturday programs 


broadcast to Red network. 





Shelley Interprets Femmes 
Des Moines, May 18. 

Starting on May 31, Jack Shelley, 
| assistant news editor of WHO. Des 
| Moines, will broadcast a five-minute 
‘Woman in the News’ program 
days a week for the One Minute 
Washer Co. of Newton, Iowa. 

Fairall & Co., of Des 
handles the account. 


| 
| 
| 





Carleton Young on Coffee Show 
Carleton Young will take over the 


| announcing on Jim McWilliams’ 
‘Question Box’ program for G. 
| Washington Coffee. Joe Bell is go- 


ing away. 





Feenamint faded off Mutual 
| definitely for summer with Sunday 
(16) broadcast. Proposal of Esty 
agency to continue for five more 
weeks trying out different types of 
programs for next season’s sponsor- 
ling chilled late last week. 


it | 


Moines, 





went to Blue and Sunday morning | 


five | 


| 


| 


BROADCASTING 


tn YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


A NACIN 








JACQUES 


FRAY 


BRAGGIOTTI 








Friday—7:15 P. M. 
WJZ 





Fred Allen 


AND 


Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-160 P.M. Est 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


* 





+ 











and His 

Orchestra 
RE-ENGAGED 
2ND YEAR 
CURRENTLY 

HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 


















phil 
baker 


THE 
GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 
8 GULF REFINING 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 


7:30-8 P.M., DST 
WABC 
cBS 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


More than 15,500 musicians have been ‘trained and rehabilitaied’ since 
the Federal Government started providing work relief for various types 


of artists and white-collar classes. 


Review last week by Works Progress Administration disclosed that 
petween October, 1935 and April, 1937, this number had passed through 


the Federal Music Project. 


On April 1, 


employment figure was 13,300. 


Work accomplished includes over 50,000 public programs and perform- 


ances before 64,000,000 persons. 


Encouraging domestic writers and com- 


posers, Federal musicians put on more than 4,800 native works. 

Latest check showed that in March, WPA musicians were engaged on 
736 project units, including 48 symphony orchestras, 110 concert teams. 
80 bands, 91 dance crews, 24 theatre orchestras, 31 choral groups, 4 opera 
companies, 28 chamber music ensembles, and 260 activities for teaching 


music appreciation. 


Other operations were providing jobs for soloists. 


copyists, librarians, arrangers, and tuners. 

Shapiro-Bernstein & Co. has obtained the renewal rights to the copy- 
right on ‘Alma, Wo Wonst Du?’ (Alma, Where Do You Live?), from the 
heirs of Adolph Phillips, the writer of the score and German lyrics, and 


the late George V. Hobart, who wrote the American version. 


Contracts, 


which become effective next April, include the production rights of the 


musical comedy. 


Phillips’ heirs recently effected a settlement of an alleged violation of 
performing rights in which NBC, the Remick Music Co. and Rudy Vallee 


were named as defendants. 


Amount 


paid for the single performance 


was $2,500. Through the Shapiro-Bernstein deal the tunes in the musical 
become part of the catalog of the American Society of Composers, Authors 


and Publishers. 





Irving Caesar in One-Man Crusade; 


Wants Government to Quiz Song Biz 


Irving Caesar, music publisher and 
president of the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association, has undertaken 
through the collection of songsheet 
sales and performance data to show 


+ 


that there is a wide breach between | 
the actual popularity of a number | 


and the frequency with which it is 
heard on the air. Caesar proposes to 


use these compilations to support | 
| state matters at a retainer of $15,000 


charges that he intends to bring be- 
fore the Federal Trade Commission. 
Also the Federal Communications 
Commission. 


Caesar is of the opinion that film | 
| ties and legal encounters stemming 


producers that control music pub- 
lishing firms are interested solely in 
one thing and that is the exploitation 
of their musical fare. With high- 
powered organizations at their com- 
mand these producers are able to get 
their tunes played on the air at fre- 
quent intervals and at small cost. 
This piling on of performances con- 
stitutes, Caesar believes, an unfair 
condition for both the competitive 
indie publisher and the listener. The 
latter is forced to listen to not what 
he favors but what the high-crew of 
songpluggers has been able to induce 
mike performers and band leaders to 
include in their programs. Indie 
publisher may have something that 
the public likes but his small organ- 





ization is at a disadvantage in get- | 


ting it on the air anywhere as fre- 
quently as a picture song. 


Wouldn’t Answer 
As Caesar sees it, this condition 


calls for an investigation by the FTC. | 
He contends that the film companies | 


On Boston Lobby Episode 


should be stopped from musically 
dominating the air by what he terms 
unfair practices and that the FCC 


should be equally concerned in prob- | 


ing and rectifying this situation. In 
his quest for figures comparing ac- 


cumulated radio performances and | 
sheet sales Caesar some weeks ago | 


addressed a questionnaire on the 
latter to music publishers. He asked 


major and lesser hits over the past 
ew years. 

_ Robbins Music Corp. and its affil- 
lates have turned him down flatly. 
while several other pubs wrote back 





TUMULTY’S ANNUAL 15G’s 


Washington Lawyer Already Func- 
tioning for ASCAP 





Joseph P. Tumulty has already 


started for the American Society of | 


Composers, Authors & Publishers 
as political contact on national and 


a year. He will work directly with 
E. C. Mills, who was relieved of the 
general management of the Society 
to concentrate on legislative difficul- 


from such actions. 
Tumulty, a lawyer, was secretary 
to President Woodrow Wilson, 





ASCAP FIELD MEN IN 


N.Y. FOR LAW CHATTER 


District reps for the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers gathered in the home of- 
fice Monday (17) for a three-day 
session. Occasion gave them their 
first opportunity to meet the Socie- 
ty’s new gen. mgr., John G. Paine. 

Among the problems discussed was 
the epidemic of anti-ASCAP meas- 
ures which has marked recent ses- 
sions of state legislatures. Also, the 
latest developments on copyright 
legislation in Washington. 


Harry Paul Nol Prossed 








Boston, May 18. 
District Attorney William A. Fo- 
ley nol prossed the charge of assault 
lodged against Harry Paul, New 
England rep for Irving Berlin, Inc., 
which resulted from a fracas in the 
lobby of the Shubert theatre last 


month. 
them to list the total sales of their | 


Paul. who accompanied Rudy 


Vallee to a performance of ‘Babes 


| Ben 


asking why he didn’t get the figures | 


from his associates in the SPA since 
they were all supplied with roy- 
alty accountings. 


Herb Gately Sues 


Soy Gately, songster, filed suit in 
. Federal Court yesterday 








(Tuesday ) against Mort Dixon and 


— Greer, also song writers, and 
of - Berlin, Inc., charging lifting 
© song, ‘Did You Mean It?’ 

P ae injunction and profit. Gately 
to lagers and Greer turned over 
“a Tat for publication song not 
mn f ‘et same title, but words | 
authored. which he says he 


into action when 
Boston Record 


in Arms,’ sprang 
Fitzgerald, 


cameraman, flashed a 


crooner in company with Evelyn 
Gresham. New York showgirl. In 
|municipal court Paul was found 


guilty of assault and battery and 
was fined $50. He appealed. Vallee 
was also found guilty, 
was placed on file. 


In out-of-court settlement, Paul 


| paid Fitzgerald $50 to compensate 


for alleged damage to a camera. 


That Spring ‘Fever 


Baseball game 
representing Mayer Music Corp. and 
Music Dealers Service in 
Park Sat. (15) wound up with MDS 
on the short end of a 14-10 score. 

Which sounds like the boys were 
kicking the bal! around, a la Vaniery, 


between teams 








INTERNAL 
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Songmen Want to Retain 
Certain Performance | 
Rights Usually Ceded to} 
Publisher — Latter Say 
Will Not Do Business on 
Such Terms 


LEGALITIES 


By BEN BODEC 


Music publishers foresee an _ in- | 
tense legal battle between them- | 
selves and members of the Song- 


writers Protective Association as a 
result of the latter’s entry into the 
field of mechanical rights Jicensing. 
Leading pop. publishers declared 
yesterday (Tuesday) that they will | 
not accept the works of any writers | 
for publication unless, they (the 
publishers) are permitted to continue | 
to have full control over the disposal 
of the mechanical rights. Under an 
edict issued by the council of the 
SPA motion picture preducers and 
transcription manufacturers’ will 
have to deal direct with the SPA | 
for synchronization or recording | 
rights to the compositions which | 
SPA members have placed with pub- 
lishers on or after June 1, 7937. 


Agitation for an SPA controlled | 
mechanical licensing bureau has 
been going on in the organization for 
years. The SPA council several years 
age inserted a clause in the asso- 
ciation’s constitution through which 
each member agreed to assign all 
but the small rights in trust to the 
organization, with the method of 
distribution for the royalties obtained 
from such to be left to the discre- 
tion of the council. It is on this 
Article IX that the council acted last 
Monday (15). A notice of this move 
was sent not only to music publish- 
ers, but to picture producers and 
transcription makers. Phonograph 
record companies were not included 
in the circularization. 

In the circular to the SPA mem- 
bership, also issued Monday, assur- 
ance was given that that there 
wouldn’t be any complications aris- 
ing from the council's action that 
‘will in any way embarrass either the 
transcription companies or the mov- 
ing picture companies in the opera- 
tion of their business. ‘You may 
rely on us,’ added this paragraph, 
‘that there is no thought of our in- 
creasing rates either to either one or 
the other, and your songs will be 
available to them as in the past—the 
only exception being that instead of 
clearing them through the publisher 
they will be cleared through the 
SPA.’ 


‘We are sure,’ continued the letter, 
‘that you must realize that the time 
is here when we must establish the 
precedent that rights should no 
longer be controlled by anyone but 
the creator, and in this case you as 
the creator have very wisely entrust- 
ed the administration of said rights | 
to your own association. Besides the 
present existing avenues of income, 
such as transcription and synchroni- 
zation, remember that the world is | 





| getting ready for television, remem- 


shot of the | 


ber that there are some 250,000 slot 
machines playing records’ from 
which no income is derived at the 
present time, and which, if we do 
not assert ourselves as writers now, 
will probably be dissipated in one 
form or another, as have been many 


but his case | Of our rights.’ 


Assigned Right 


Publishers pointed out that Article 
IX states that the rights held by the 


| American Society of Composers, Au- 


| 


ithors and Publishers are exempt 
from the rights intended by the 
clause. The SPA has already pre- 
| sumed to trespa on the rights of 


Central | 


| the society by making reference to, 
slot machines. The performance by 
means of slot machines is strictly a 
| small right and a right which the 
members of the SPA have assigned 
to ASCAP. Under the copyright law, | 
however, coin operated reproduction 


WRITERS FIGHT PUBLISHERS | 





Pluggers Bribery of Dance Bands 
Again Reported on Increase as 


New Groups Hit Manhattan Spots 





Most Played on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WAEC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (May 9-15). 
Carelessly 
September in the 
Where Are You? 
There’s a Lull in My Life 
It Looks Like Rain 
Too Marvelous for Words 
Never in a Million Years 
Boo Hoo 
Wake Up and Live 
* They All Laughed 
Sweet Leilani 
Love Bug Will Get You 
How Could You? 

Blue Hawaii 

Let’s Call Whole Thing Off 
That Foolish Feeling 

They Can't Take That Away 
Little Old Lady 

Was It Rain? 
I’m Bubbling 
Dream Ranch 
When Two Love Each Other 
Turn Off the Moon 

To a Sweet, Pretty Thing 

* Swing High Swing Low 


Rain 


oat * * * # 


- 


eye *& & & He 


Over 


+ 


Indicates filmusical song. 
Production Number. 


— 











devices are exempt from licensing as 
long as no admission charged. 
These pubs also hold that when the 
SPA got together with the Music 
Publishers Protective Association on 
a uniform standard contract between 
publisher and writer the SPA agreed 


iS 





| MPPA’s general counsel. 


In response to the urging of sev- 
eral publishers, John G. Paine last 
week asked the Federal Trade Com- 
mission by letter to fix this Friday 
(21) as the date on which he and a 
committee from the Music Publish- 


ers’ Protective Ass'n could voice 
a plea that the issuance of a 
code of fair trade practices be 


speeded up. These pubs complained 
to Paine that something drastic had 
to be done right away to meet the 
recurrence on a large scale of plug 
bribery either by cash payment or 
through the publisher underwriting 
of special arrangements. 

If the FTC grants Paine’s request 
he will be accompanied to Wash- 
ington by Harry Fox, MPPA gen. 
mgr., Joseph V. McKee, Sam Fox 
and E. B. Marks. McKee is the 
Paine de- 


| clared last week that the pubs who 


appealed to him were disturbed by 
the reckless situation which has de- 
veloped in the field of pop music 
exploitation. 

Rampant bribery now existing, 
these pubs pointed out, has been 
stimulated by the entry recently into 


| New York spots of a bunch of out- 


| of-town 


orchestras. Some of the 
newcomers have, they stated, been 


| easily approachable on the arrange- 


that it would cancel this very Article | 
| have preferred to hold off from this 


IX of its by-laws. 

It is also argued by the publishers 
that once a number is copyrighted 
by them and published, the writers 


involved cede their common law 
rights in so far as the actual ar- 
rangements of the works are con- 


cerned. Each right granted by a pub- 
lisher implied the right for the user 
to change the original scoring of 
the copyrighted number, and so the 
publishers want to know how the 
writers expect to collect from the 
film producers and transcriptions if 
they don’t own the copyrights to 
these published works, 





Several leading publishers scored | 


the SPA council for stivring up this 
situation at a time when writer and 
publisher ought to husband all their 
fighting and financial resources to 
meet the attacks to which the music 
industry is being subjected by anti- 
ASCAP legislation and_ litigation. 
These pubs assert that if there was 
any time that the industry was in 
need of solidarity it is now. 
admit that the move of the SPA 
had been largely instigated by the 


They | 


practice of a major publisher to use | 


$ | 
, cost synchro- = 
his offer of free or low cost synchro- | My Children and 


nization rights to tie up one picture 
studio after another, but they con- 
tend that the situaion could have 
been handled by bringing legal pres- 
sure to bear on that one publisher, 

It is estimated by the 
that over 75% of the important 
writers in the SPA are under con- 
tract either to picture studios or to 


indie publishers, with such agree- 
ments taking precedence over any 


| rights that these writers might have 


assigned to their association. 


Harry Fox Quizes Members 


publishers | 


On Autographers Renewal 


Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association, 
last week asked the membership in 
a circular letter whether they were 
individually interested in renewing 
their contracts with the autograpi- 
ers union. These agreements expired 


May 13. 

Union ready to give the music 
industry a binder for another year 
and with no change in the terms 


which have prevailed for the past 
year. 


ment underwriting 
they aren't in a 
the means for 
orchestrations. 
Romancing ’Em 

Instead of taking three or four 
weeks to romance these leaders, the 
professional managers have elected 
to get immediate action by the un- 
derwriting route. There are a num- 
ber of the major publishers who 


angle because 
position to spare 
making their own 


practice, preferring to build friend- 
ships by frequent contacts and show- 
ing up with lots of guests at room 
openings. 

Past winter had found the payoff 
system pretty much under control 
in New York because the town was 
filled with top name combinations 
that made a practice of picking their 
tunes for arrangement purposes long 
in advance to take care of recording 
requirements. Whatever paying off 
that prevailed was the hinterland 
sort, with publishers’ reps getting 
to traveling bands of lesser import 
which found a network wire await- 
ing them at the various stands, 





Lane, Freed Ditty Up 


Couple for Crosby Film 


Hollywood, May 18. 
‘Smarty,’ ditty by Burton Lane 
and Ralph Freed, will be warbled by 
Bing Crosby in Paramount's ‘Double 
or Nothing. - 
Another tune by the duo, ‘Listen 
You Shall Hear,’ 
will be a Martha Raye number, 


Deny McCord Allegation 


Twentieth-Fox Film Corp., and 
the Robbins Music Publishing Corp., 
filed general denials Saturday (15) 
in N. Y. Federal District Court to 
the $50,000 plagiarism action brought 
by Charles McCord, songwriter. 
Harry Revel and Mack Gorden also 
are named defendants. 

McCord alleges the Gordon-Revel 
lyric of song ‘Goodnight My Love’ 
used in the picture, ‘Stowaway,’ was 
lifted from his piece, ‘Tll Always 
Remember Ronkonkoma.’ 

Benny Goldberg’s Party 
Boston, May 18 

Benny Goldberg, local rep for 
Robbins Musie for about 40 years, 
was given a sendoff today by lead- 
ers, publisher reps and performers 


in honor of his new assignment by 

Robbins in Chicago : 
After a party at the Little build- 

ing, Goldberg was presented two 


pieces of luggage by the gang 
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On the Upbeat 


Joe Haymes, taken over by CRA, again on July 15 for CRA and a road 
has been dual-booked by ROC and | tour. Les Brown possibie sub. 


CRA for set of one niters. Starts 
May 27 at Lakewood Park, Mahanoy 
City, Pa.; Cornell U, 28 opposite 


Benny Goodman; J. T. Dodd’s Dor- | 
29, and | 


ney Park, Allentown, Pa., 
newly opened Rocky Glen 
Scranton, 30 and 31. 


Bob McCleister and his Criterions 
booked for summer run at Brug- 
ler’s Columbia Hotel, Columbia, N. J. | 
Just finished successful tour through 
the southwest. 


Park, 


Les Hite band into McElroy’s 
Spanish Ballroom, Portland, Ore., 
for one night. June Richmond, torch 
singer, is now with the Hite band. 





Frankie Master’s orchestra at Tro- 
mar ballroom, Des Moines, May 13. 
Other bookings for week included 


Ayars LaMarr and Don Strickland. | jn Hartford. 


Meadow- 
ia 


his 
Grove, 


Frank Dailey exits 
brook C. C., Cedar 








Harms Presents 


A New Smash 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 


VIENNA DREAMS 


THE 


MERRY GO ROUND 
BROKE DOWN | 


I'M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WB Prod., “Kid Galahac” 
* 


From 
“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mgr. 





















The New Cotton Club Hits 


WHERE 
IS THE SUN? 


OLD PLANTATION 


The Comedy Sensation of 1937 


Today | Am a Man 


NLL NEVER TELL You 
| LOVE You 


Loveliest of Love Songs 


Serenade In the Night 















MUSIC BOX | 





| Los Angeles, 


day (15). 


| Conn., raises curtain Sunday 
| with Tommy Dorsey orchestra. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 21, 


} 





Don Bestor booking at the Con-! 
gress hotel, Chicago, was handled by 
the New York office of Rockwell 
O'Keefe. 








Paul Whiteman opens at the Fron- 
tier Fiesta, Ft. Worth., Tex., June 26 
after theatre dates. Does Palace 
theatres, Chi., June 5. 


Miller band last Saturday 
two-week stay at the} 


Boston, R-O’K 


Glen 
(15) opened 
Raynor ballroom, 
handling. 


Earl Hines’ band preemed ‘Les’ 
You Love Me,’ new tune by Marty 
Arden and Charles Crafts, in L. A. 

Benny Goodman winds up New| 
England tour tonight (Wednesday) 





Little Jack Little will open the 
season for the Lakeside Amusement 
park, Denver, Colo., on May 22. 

the Cinder- 
Colo., with a 


Tony Ferraro now at 
ella nite club, Denver, 
floor show. 





Jimmy Bittick’s ork is filling. an 
engagement at the Cafe de Paree, | 


Clear Lake, Iowa (Surf ballroom), | 
has Bob Crosby for May 25, and | 
Henry Busse for June 2. 


Glenn Miller bowed into the Ray- 
more ballroom, Boston, last Satur- 








Lee Shelley took up his stand at | 


| the Van Cleve hotel, Dayton. Booked 
| by Rockwell-O’Keefe, | 





Paul .Lamoureaux orchestra tun- 
ing up at Jack and Jill’s Tavern, 
Portland, Ore. 





Roton Point park, South Norwalk, 
(23) 





Don Ferdi (Angelo Ferdinando) 
band winding up May 29 at Hotel | 
Stratfield, Bridgeport. 


Earl Peck’s combo, Lillian Kare | 
vocalizing, at Cocoanut Grove, 
Bridgeport. 





Joe Venuti opens at the great 
Lakes Exposition, Cleveland, June 





Zinn Arthur starts engagement at 
Pinebrook, C. C., Nichols, Conn., 

ay 27. Mutual wire in spot. 

Les Brown’s band made its radio 
debut from Playland, Rye Beach, 
| N. Y., May 15, via an NBC wire. 
| Howard Woods set at Hollywood! 
| hotel, West End, N. J., by Abner | 
| Greshler. Has a Mutual line, 





Jolly Coburn gets an NBC wire 
| when band opens at Claremont Inn., | 
N. Y., for CRA on May 26. | 
Earle | 
Week 


| Clyde Lucas booked for 
| theatre, Washington, June 11. 
| of recording follows in N. Y. 
' — -—---- = 

Phil Spitalny’s crew go to Dorney 
| Park, Allentown, Pa., for a date on 
| June 10, 


— | 


Maurice Sherman introes summer | 
/season for Riviera, nitery at Lake! 
| Geneva, Wis., May 28. CRA set. 

Johnny Mullaney plays for annual | 
| Warner Bros. employees shindig in| 
| Chicago, May 21. 


singles en- 
Palm 


Rita Rio set for two 
route west. Stopoffs are at 
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FLASH '_Here’s the Long-Awaited Score by JOK YOUNG and FRED | 
MAKDEN’S 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 
I'M HAPPY DARLING DANCING WITH YOU |! 
A WHIPPOORWILL IN A WILLOW TREE |} 


1629 BROADWAY ° 


“RIVIERA FOLLIES of = 1937” 


NEW YORK |] 











| 





Statler 
| 3t. 


| day 


and 


Island Club, Longview, Tex., June 


11, and Eldorado Springs, Tex., June}. 


Ate 

Louis Panice at Avalon, La Crosse, 
Wis., June 2, and at Surf ballroom, 
Clear Lake, Iowa, June 16, 





Paul Tremaine at Howard Hobb’s 
Lakewood BalHroom, Mahanoy City, 
Pa., May 31. RAC set. 





Skeeter Palmer playing prom for 
Pawling (N. Y.) School on June 11. 





Recorded for American May 18.,, 





Vincent Lopez plays for Stamford | 
College prom, Stamford, Calif., May | 
21, 

— | 
enters Syracuse 


Bob Sperling 


Mitchell Schuster 
hotel, Buffalo, 
Mort Dennis follows on June 2. 


opens at 





Cab Calloway does Melody Mill, 


| hotel, Syracuse, N. Y., May 21 for | 
' MCA, 


the | 
N. Y., May | 


Dubuque, Ia., June 26, and Appleton, | 


Wis.. following night. 


Dick Gasparre booked for Mark | 
Hopkins hotel, San Francisco, June | 


2 by MCA. 


Henry King, on one of earlier 
summer spot bookings, goes into the 


Westchester-Biltmore C. C., June 3. | 
| Steve Passeur, are reported working 


Emerson Gill set for Tybee Beach, 
Savannah, Ga., opening June 26 for 
two weeks. 


Dick Stabile tenants repaired 
Coney Island Park, Cincinnati, | 
June 26. 


Expiration Dates Differ 
For Air, Hotel, Stage 


Philadelphia, May 18. 





In attempt to stagger contract ex- | 


piration dates in hotels, theatres and 
radio stations, Musicians’ local here 


the ether outlets, A. A. Tomei, prez, 
said. 

Radio termers all peter in Septem- 
ber. Contracts resulting from new 
confabs would run until March, 1939. 


<= 





Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 


—— 





Little Old Lady .corgecssecccsece 
Love Bug Will Get You ........ 
*September in the Rain ....seeees 
Carelessly ccccoccccccceccccccere 
2. errr rers ee 
*Will You Remember? ,........:. 
*Blue Hawaii ...... SvGeverse<s 
*Never in Million Years .......... 
WHOS RUE. 4.3 6-46 6:600.084404%4,5 
ao! le! eS Se eer ree 
*There’s a Lull in My Life........ 
*Too Marvelous for Words 
*Moonlight and Shadows 
*They Can't Take That Away.... 
It Looks Like ROin. isk ssccedavics 
* Indicates flmusical song. 
others are pops. 


oebe ee ccccecccvececceesetéccscenapiro 


t Indicates stage production song. The 


ccccccceecececccess Chappell 
seeeeceececceceses, Santly-Joy 
- ee. Remick 
socees Berlin 


oceccccsccees OChirmer 
cossecse amous 
«+. Robbins 
sees Select 

Mr eee 00's 06666600 mean 
seeeees RODbHing 
ise stweettarwsecans Popular 
Se ads plas a 0cce eeerEns 
SGb6s ado aueeS «eee Chappell 
De ee eee Eee +++. Morris 


eeeeereeeereeerene 








Paris Theatres 











| the revue will be is a 


(Continued from page 18) 


goes on being as revolutionary as he 
ossibly can. 


at the Comedie, to be presented some 
time in May, is hard to believe. 
Five of Paris’ foremost authors, 
Jules Romain, Jean Giraudoux, Mar- 
cel Achard, Armand Salacrou and 


on the revue. Decorators 
ported at work on the sets. 


are re- 

What 
secret, but 
if one is to judge from what Bourdet 
has done since he was appointed at 
the Comedie, it will undoubtedly 
be a success. 

Until the Trocadero opens in July, 
with a 
spective of all Paris revues, the 
Theatre des Champs Elysees will be 


considered the official stage of the 


Expo. The program planned for the 
season is an international cocktail if 
there ever was. one. 


are scheduled for performances typi- 


| cal of the theatrical art of their re- 
will begin negotiations shortly with | 


| Stanislawski 


e ' 
Until recent contract with theatres, 


these also expired in September, as 
do the hotel parchments. Under 
new plan, officers of the Union are 


| relieved by having radio contracts 


run out in March, hotel in Septem- 
ber and theatre in December, 


Out of Court Settlement 


N. Y. Federal Judge John W. 
Clancy on Saturday (15) dismissed 
by consent the infringement action 
brought by the Society of Jewish 
Composers, Herman Wohl and David 
Myerowitz, two of its members, 
against the Palestine-American Film 
Co., Inc., and RCA-Victor. Amount 
of compensation paid the plaintiffs 
in the settlement arranged out of 
cout not revealed. 

Plaintiffs claim the film company 
used the Wohl-Meyerowitz song, ‘A 
Heim, A Heim,’ in picture, ‘Dream 
of My People’ and that RCA made 
records of it without their consent. 


| Suit was for injunction, accounting 


and damages. 





Russ Lyons on Tour 


Detroit, May 18. 
Russ Lyons band, current for past 
several months at Northwood Inn 
here, departs May 26, opening at 
Euclid Beach, Cleveland, following 
for two-week stand. 


spective countries, 
Philly Ballet 


Among them will be the Phila- 
delphia Ballets for the U. S. A., the 
theatre for the USSR, 
and the leading operatic troupes of 
Europe. 

Before the opening of the Expo, 


| it is reported that the Theatre des 





| to see it done, and to be presented | 
Follows | 


this with week of college dance dates | 
and then two weeks at Idora Park, | 


Youngstown, O. 

Early in July expects to 
Bill Green's Casino, 
Successor at Northwood 
undecided. 


go into 


Inn as yet 


Gypsy Orch. Booked 
Philadelphia, May 18. 
Teva Gorodetsky Gypsy Orch go- 
ing permanently into Russian Kret- 
chme, new foreign nitery in Philly, 
with seven-piece ensemble. 


band. 





Alex Hyde, who was _ recently 
elected to membership in the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, has placed a novelty 
song. ‘The Girl I Met on the Merry- 
Go-Round’ with Mills Musie Co. 
another, ‘Jelly-Fish’ with Jove 
Davis Music Co. 


Pittsburgh. | 


Champs Elysees will present a new 
work entitled ‘Liberte.’ The play is 
to be the work of sixteen dramatists 
and nine composers, and to be an 
evocation of 18 events which have 
proven decisive in French history. 

Individual theatres are deep in 
preparations. Foremost is the “The- 
atres du Cartel’ group—the Atelier 
with Charles Dullin, the Athenee 
with Louis Jouvet, the Montparnasse 
with Gaston Baty, the Vieux-Colom- 
bier with Rene Rocher, and the 
Mathurins with the Pitoeffs—are re- 
ceiving governmental subsidies to 
put over as striking a series of stage 
performances as Paris has ever seen. 
Fach director has agreed to set up 


five works, which shall be played| 


alternately throughout the summer 
months. A number of original pro- 


ductions will thus be presented and | 
some of the hits of later years dusted 


off. 

In the music fleld, symphony 
orchestras of different nations, 
operatic troupes, famed leaders war- 


rant a musical season to match the! 
Among famed leaders sched- | 


rest. 
uled to eome to Paris are Toscanini 
and Bruno Walter. 


canini will stage Debussy’s ‘Pelleas 
et Melisande’ as he always wished 
either in 


September or October. 





Sandy Melba plays for Sands Point 


| Bath Club opening on May 28, 


Batoneer member of WDAS house 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Scott Fisher now under CRA man- 
agement, 


His recent announce- | 
ment that a revue would be created | 


revue which will be retro-| 


National | 
troupes or great artists of the differ- | 
ent nations represented at the Expo! 


The letter will | 


| direct the Vienna orchestra, Tos- | 








| Harold Stern engaged for Fern. 
| brook Park, Lucerne, Pa., June 5, 





| Eddy Duchin preems at the Pal. 
| mer House, Chicago, June 1, 
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WARREN AND DUBIN 
TOP THE LIST WITH 


SEPTEMBER 
IN THE RAIN 


| 
| MELODY FOR TWO 


SUMMER NIGHT 


HOW COULD YOU? 


| COMING! 

WARREN and DUBIN’S 

GREAT SCORE FROM 
THE “SINGING MARINE” 


a 
REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mer. 




























Announcing 

Three Big Song Hits - 
from “SING AND BE HAPPY” 
The New 20th Century-Fox 
Musical 


‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
‘What A 
Beautiful Beginning’ 


‘Travelin’ Light’ 
Ready Soon! 


|” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO , SoleAgen 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 














ELLINGTON 


LEADS OFF THE 1937 
SEASON WITH A 
TERRIFIC DOUBLE 


TWO MELODIC 
|} CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO TIN PAN ALLEY 








| EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
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NEW HITS — You'll Be 


OUR PENTHOUSE 
LOVE IS NEVER 





Hearing 


“NEW FACES OF 1937” 


IT GOES TO YOUR FEET 
THE WIDOW IN LACE 


LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 BROADWAY ©® NEW YORK 


in the RKO Radio Picture 


ON THIRD AVENUE 
OUT OF SEASON 
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Wenn Protest Alky Sales 
Night in Community House 
Leased by Orchestra Heads 


Indianapolis, May 18. 
Looks like Louie Lowe and Russ 
Siubbs, local orchestra partners, 
have stirred themselves up a hornet’s 

nest here. 
few winter 
at Indianapolis Athletic Club, signed 
lease on Municipal Gardens, 
munity house on White River here. 
Agreed to pay $1,000 rent on the 
summer location, from May 13 to 





com- 





VISIT OR WRITE 


14 
nA A ® hm 
’ TEN O'CLOCK TOWN * 
(From ‘Sea Legs’) 
YOU’RE PRECIOUS 
_ 10 ME 
A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
IT’S HIGH TIME 
WHAT A HEAVENLY 
NIGHT 


TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 


STARDUST ON THE 









{ 


IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 


Orchestrations 50c each 














Just Purchased ! 


The English Smash 
Rhumba Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 


Watch This Number Sweep 
The Country! 


Swing 





“OuYWwoOOoO 













Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


Sw Ga 


rn a * 
‘Olu rwooo ,o™ 
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HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 














And Now The New 
Nevelty Song Sensation 
That Is Stopping All Shows! 


‘THE ORGAN, 


THE MONKEY 
- AND ME’ 


A SMASH HIT 
ON EVERY PROGRAM ! 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILDING RAOIO CITY 


= MUSIC PRINTING 7 
AMERICAN-DALHEIM CO. 
| quality music ‘ stle printing A engraving 


«| AT REASONABLE PRICES 
I} WORK DONE BY ALL PROCESSES 


le TSTIMATES FURNISHED WITHOUT OBLIGATION ~ 
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Boys, who have for past | 
seasons had the band | 





| Chase 


on a continuous Gance 


DANCE TOURS 
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Sept. 26, with right to peddle drinks. 
Lease covers only period between 
6 p.m. and legal closing time (1 a.m.) 
except Sundays, 

Rest of time the building would 
be used by clubs, parties, and other 
groups. Femmes who roost in the 
community house during- sunlight 
are up in arms over liquor coming 
into building as part of orchestra 
boys’ lease. Meeting of the Munici- 
pal Gardens 
Club was held in L. S. Ayre’s down- 
town store yesterday (17), where 


reps of all civic groups organized to | 


prevent the sale of alky in the club 
house, 


MUSICIANS IDLE AS 
SERVICEMEN STRIKE 


St. Louis, May 18. 
City wide strike Saturday (15) of 
bartenders, cooks, waiters, wait- 
resses and miscellaneous help in ho- 
tels resulted in A. G. Schopp, secy. 


Local No. 2, American Federation of 


Musicians forbidding 
scheduled for work in 


171 tooters, 
niteries of 


Woman’s Department | 


PREAKNESS BALL CLICKS 


Baltimore Hoof Affair Draws 4,000 
at $2.50 per Capita 
Baltimore, May 18. 
Preakness Ball, held here follow- 
ing running of famous turf classic at 
Pimlico, drew 4,000 to the Fifth Reg- 
iment Armory at $2.50 per. Given 
an added impetus this year by the 
|; active interest of Alfred G. Vander- 
| bilt, who recently bought into 
teric race course, 
week of ballyhoo and promotion. 
| Two 
j Ozzie 
floor 
Tito 
Betty 
doings 





his- 


bands, Tommy Dorsey 
Nelson, featured 
that included 
Guizar, Doris 


Lee 
S011 


; and 
along 
show Jack Pear] 
Nolan Joe 
Dorris Carson 


y ] 4 . 
until @ a. n 


ana 
and 


kept 


Plar 1) ¢ 
iANS Call TOr even more elaborate 


set-up next year, 


FILM SHORT AS 
DANCE DATE 


several of town’s biggest hotels. from 


is settled 
St. Louis 


going to work until strike 

Strike was called when 
Hotel Assn. refused to closed shop 
demands of union. Wage and work 
scale was satisfactory. 

Jefierson, Statler, downtown 
tels, use dance bands and Coronado, 
and Park Plaza in the west 
end also add to night biz with orks 
and variety acts. 

At Chase Hotel, Detroit Tigers, in 


town for series with Browns, are 


forced along with guests of hostelry 
| to seek their fodder outside of regu- 


lar dining room after one cook made 
a valiant but ineffectual effort to 
serve ball tossers. 





Mark Fisher’s Orch Going 


. *¢ 
Into Chi’s Cocoanut Grove 
Chicago, May 18. 
Newly reopened road spot, the 
Cocoanut Grove, will get going May 
28, with Mark Fisher's orchestra on 
the stand. 
Fisher 
side Bali 
replaced by 


comes in from the south- 
Bali, where he will be 
a new orchestra combi- 


ho- 


BALLYHOO 


Asbury Park, N. J.. May 18 

Tie-up with Paramount theatre 
pulled 2,300 into Reade’s Casino on 
Sunday (16) to hear Ina Ray Hutton. 

Walter Reade, who owns the Par- 
|amount and operates the boardwalk 

ballroom, shot ‘Swing, Hutton, 

Swing,’ into his movie house for 
three days prior to personal appear- 
ance of blonde band leader and all- 
girl combo. Thanks to the short, Ina 
| drew only 200 less than Benny Good- 
man did at same spot. Admission 
was 85 cents. 

Charley Boulanger played to 1,000 
at 65 cents on Saturday (15). Art 
Trini scheduled for Casino on Satur- 
day (22), while Tommy Dorsey 


will 


dancé @imaxed | 


with a] 


Depending on Ups, 


Pre-seasonal opening of some of 
the eastern one nighter spots has 
had a different effect than what the 
early warm Ma- 


ensu- 





augured. 
the 
ng cold and rainy spell with 
outlook 


There 


weather 


| jority have suffered from 


happy 


Seay) ; os} , 
turning to gioom 


have been exceptions all 


around on particularly good weather 


but, on the whole, the three and 
ur week sneak on regular preem 
bee a disillusion Some ba 1 

ave done very well but in plenty of 
other instances even names have 


failed to draw 
of the 


hefty 


them out with several 


top notchers laying eggs on 
guarantees. 


In spots where names would have 


helped the subbing of ‘turkeys’ has 
been partly the cause. Activity of 
namers in location jobs more distant 
single ballroom stands and college 
dates has upped the earnings of the 
l¢ er banda Dut the total revenue 
at the booking offices has been les 
sened because big dough getters 
were busy elsewhere for less than 
what the one nighters would have 
garnered on that good old guaranie 
basis. 

Two of the major booking offic 
are bewailing the east’s paucity of 
orchestral name talent. With pro- 
moters calling, writing and fre- 
quently begging for names to im- 
prove on their bad guesses, the 
bookers have been forced to peddle 
the tougher sales, which conse- 
quently was felt in the b. o. and 
home tills. 

Things look to brighten within a 
fortnight with inauguration pf the 
‘regular’ season which was prema- 
turely rushed, 


do a return engagement Sunday (30). | 


Promoter’s Plaster Ties 
$781 on Scranton Date 


nation batoned by Billy White, ether | 


and nitery singer. 


McKays Form Orchestra 


Columbus, May 18. 
Ernie McKay, whose band closes 
the winter season at the 
Restaurant Saturday, will join his 
brother, Marion, to put a McKay 


| Bros. orchestra into the Dayton Bilt- 
|more Kittyhawk Room under the 
| MCA banner. 


Opens in Dayton June 2. 





Fitzgerald’s Utah Howdy 


Salt, Lake City, May 18. 
Salt Lake dance addicts staged a 


| tumultuous home-coming last week, 


honoring Eddie Fitzgerald, who with 
his band, played a one-night engage- 
ment at the Rainbow ballroom. 


Bandleader was initiated on the 
stage in this town when six years 
old, doing a solo in vaud, led by 
his father. 


Russell. Hogan Booked 
Chicago, May 18. 

CRA midwest office set a couple 
of summer location spots for 
Russell and Tweet Hogan bands in 
nearby territory. 

Former opens at the Golfmore 
hotel, Grand Beach, Mich., May 20 
for a fortnight. Hogan goes into 


the Central ballroom. Arnold’s Park, | 


Ia.. June 26 for a solid month. 


Jimmy Dorsey and Les Hite bands 
have been booked into the Pan- 
Pacific Auditorium, L. A., each for a 
four stanza stretch, opening May 21 
plan. 








~ GORDON and REVEL Click Again! 








| Robbins Music Corporation 








in 20th Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
THERE’S A LULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER 





IT’S SWELL OF YOU 


© 799 7th Ave., New York | 








Jack | 


1 | which has 

i) me. Replacing the King’s Jesters 
| 

| 

{ 


Scranton, Pa., May 18. 
Counsel for Russ Morgan, orches- 
tra leader, and Consolidated 
Artists. Inc., last week lost out in 
| their effort to quash the writ of for- 
eign attachment under which a local 
dance promoter had deputy sheriffs 


| seize one-half of the receipts during | 


|a recent appearance here by Morgan | 
State | 


and his band. 

Irving Hubshman, who had 
booked Morgan to play at a dance, 
had sued for $3,000 damages, al- 
leging that the band leader can- 
celled his appearance two days be- 
fore the scheduled date. 
|gan came here later for another 
organization, Hubshman secured the 
writ of attachment, and the sheriffs 
took $781 from the box office. 

Another suit by Hubshman 
against Morgan 
eral court here, awaiting a decision 
by Judge Albert L. Watson as to 
|; whether or not court had 
tion. Morgan is a native 
ton. 


of Scran- 


Lou Breese Shuttles from 
‘a. ° 

Manhattan to Chicago 
| Lou Breese, on a shuttle between 
|N. Y.’s and Chicago's French Ca- 
sinos, has been set on a new rec- 
ord contract ef 45 weeks opening at 
the N. Y. location Sept. 1 for CRA. 

Band is current show crew at the 
Casino Parisien, Chi. 


Chicago Groups Shift 
Chicago, May 18 
ting band dates around 


through M. C. A 


Flock of shi 
town being 


set 


Jernie Cummins into Edgewate! 
Beach Hotel on June 12, replacing 
Anson Weeks orchestra 


Griff Williams into Aragon June 6 


following Bob Crosby band. which 
was spotted into the dancerie for 
a one-week tand by Rockwell 
Q'Keefe. Red Nichols goes into the 
southside Trianon for a week on 
May 29 upon completion of stay at 
the downtown College Inn. 


Unknowns Into LaSalle 


Chicago, May 18 
New rchestra. unknown to Ct 
cavoans, comes into the Lasaile 
the end of this month 
It's the Harle Smith orchesira 


hi been pili 


Blue Fountain room for 


season. 


in the 
hot 


Radio | 


When Mor- | 


is pending in Feda- | 


jurisdic- | 


Crosby Into Ritz-Carlton 
Rockwell-O' Keefe Bob 
Crosby and his band into the Ritz 
Carlton hotel, Boston, for a four- 
week stand. Opening date is July 6 
Other engagements set the past 
week by Rockwell-O’Keefe = _ are 
Bob Crosby, Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit, the middle of August: Casa 
Loma, the same spot, the end of 
| August; Del Courntey, Book Ca- 
dillac, Detroit, May 25; and Glenn 
Raymor ballroom, Boston, 


has _ set 


Miller, 
| May 16. 


| Busse Into Theatres 
| Henry Busse exits the Chez Paree, 
| 


Chicago, for his first theatre tour in | 


two years under the MCA banner. 
Ted Lewis replaces at the nitery on 
June 2. 

Opener on house trek is Fox the- 
| atre, Detroit, June 4. Another unset 
| theatre date follows, as does Earle 
| theatre, Washington, on June 18. 


| 
| 


Kay Kyser, one niting 
hits St. Joseph, Mo., May 
| Moines. Ia. 20; Lincoln, 
|Sioux City, Ia., 22; Omaha, Neb., 
23: Sioux Falls, S. D., 24; Storm 
Lake, Ia., 25, Waterloo, I: 26 


19: Des 
Neb. 21: 


and 


Rushing the Spring Brought Spo 


+ 


tly Biz 
Downs of Weather 





Goodman Hot in Harlem 


Benny Goodman, 
Chick Webb's house 


to a capacity 4,500 at the 


comboed with 
band, plaved 


Savoy ball- 


room n N y Harlem May 12 at 
$1.10 per head House did turn- 
awav DO1zZ 

After doing another N ¥ one- 
niter Roseland last night (Tues 
day) band goes into theatre route for 


MCA 


opening at Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton, Mav 20 Earle theatre, Wash- 
ington and Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
burgh, follow. 








| 
| 
| 


for MCA, | 


GORDON and KEVEL'S 


|Huma Waltz 


From 20th Century-Fox's 


My Affair” 


WithoutYour 
Love 


“Pick a Siar” 


Kitchy- 
Mi-Koko Isle 


England's Novelty 


“This Is 


From Hal Roach's 


Success 


Micver AAusic, nc. 


16019 BROADWAY *¢ NEW YORK 


| a 
Witmark Presents 











| From “CHEROKEE STRIP” | 
Sterring DICK FORAN 
| THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD 


| IN YEARS 


MY 
LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sisth Ave., RCA Bldg, N. ¥. 
CHAKLIE WARKEN, Prof. Mer. 














TOPS IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS 


Another ‘Foolish Things”’ 





THE YOU AND ME THAT USED 10 BE 


The No. 1 Song 


CARELESSLY 





New 


WOULDN'T IT BREAK YOUR HEART 





New 


A STAR IS BORN 





Coming 


LITTLE GENIUS 
GONE WITH THE WIND 


. ‘Coming 









IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


| 799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Managee 
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@ 15 YEARS ACO @ 


(From Variety and Clipper) 





Bessie Clayton’s act and Ruth 
Roye shared the honors at the N. Y. 
Palace. Cressy and Dayne were 
third. W. C. Fields had his new golf 
skit, but not played up in billing. 
Skit was from the ‘Follies.’ 





Ted Lewis moved from the Palace | 


to the Riverside and got a better 
break on time, closing the first half. 
Even in that position he held ’em 
for a speech. 





Gallagher and Shean were play- 
ing two houses (Hamilton and Blst 


Street) and rehearsing for the new | 
Follies. Gallagher lost his voice and | 


Burns and Wallace did the act for 
them, G. & S. merely showing them- 
selves. 





For the first time.on record a 
Negro musical ran a full year in 
N. Y. Show was ‘Shuffle Along,’ at 
the 63rd St. music hall. Previous 
record was Williams and Walker for 
10 weeks at the Park. 





Marcus Loew opened his Warfield 
theatre, Frisco, with about half Hol- 
lywood coming up to help get the 
doors open. Premiere was a midnite 
show. 





Holding benefits in the Manhattan 
opera house and the Hippodrome, 








Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 
AT THE 
‘“‘Home of Swing”’ 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 

















Home Is Where the Act Is 


Plenty of closet space eliminates packing. New in- 
dependence from transportation schedules—no rules 
against cooking in your home on wheels—no lay- 
overs between trains—a travelling ad for your act. 
Every home comfort and convenience. Accommodates 
2 to 5 people. Write today for complete details. 
Branch Showrooms 
1850 Broadway, at Gist St., N. Y. City 


AUTO CRUISER 


COMPANY OF AMERICA, INC, 
4410 York RKd., Baltimore, Md. 


the National Vaudeville Artists 
pulled down about $100,000 for the 
| pair. Busses were used to carry peo- 
ple from the overflowing Hipp to 
the less well attended M.O.H. 





Bert Cole, announcer on_ the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show, had two 
advertising stunts on the trick. One 
plugged banks and the other autos. 
Reputed to be netting him $20,000 a 
season, 











Small carnival carried Japanese 
|dancing girls and charged l5dc. a 
dance. Ahead of the taxi dances. 


George M. Cohan went to Boston 
| to play in his “The Tavern.” His first 
Beantown appearance in 10 years, 
|and a knockout. 


seaniletidies 

B’way shows folding rapidly, 10 
going out the current period. Only 
two headed in. 





Actors’ Fund, holding its 40th an- 
nual meeting, reported disbursement 
of $1,537,984 in charity in that pe- 
riod. 





‘Seventh Heaven’ given its N. Y. 
premiere. Over in spite of just an 
average cast. 





Most producers were cutting costs 
on next season’s productions No in- 
centive to go on a heavy nut with 
business poor. 





Music men gunning for General 
Phonograph Corp. Latter was issu- 
ing discs ahead of pubs release dates. 


Goodman’s Ptsbg. Date 
Finally Set After 18 Mos. 


Pittsburgh, May 18. 

Contract Stanley, WB deluxer, 
| has had with Benny Goodman's band 
| for last 18 months will finally be 
| fulfilled week of June 11, when 
| swingster stops off for week on his 
| way west to make ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
ifor Warners. Document was signed 
in January, 1936, with a ‘when avail- 
able’ proviso and since that time 
management has been striving to get 
|a clearance but without any success. 

Last time Goodman played Stan- 
| ley—that was two years ago—he got 
| $2,800 for the date. He'll come back 
at more than three times that, $8,500 











—|to be exact. 





| Gene Ford to Stage Local 
Show at Loew’s Richmond 


Washington, May 18. 
Gene Ford, manager of Loew’s 
Capitol here, heads for Richmond, 
Va., June 1 to stage first all-local 
revue at Loew’s Richmond under 
tie-up with Richmond News-Leader. 


Ford has put on local shows annually 
in Washington and Baltimore for 
past four years. Richmond stunt is 
skedded to open June 25 and run 
full week. House plays vaude only 
occasionally. 
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Musicians Picketing 
Philly Niteries, Hotels 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Drive of Philly Musicians’ Local 
to unionize bands in niteries and 
hotels got underway Saturday (15), 
when six pickets began pacing 20th 
Century Tavern. Union demands 
ousting of Barney Zeeman _ orch, 
which was union until fined in De- 
cember for playing under scale. 
Zeeman refused to pay and now 
owes about $500. 

Picketing of the College Inn will 
start tonight (Tuesday), Tomei said. 
He is asking $30 a week per man 
there. Hotels where picketing will 
begin in a few days are Stephen 
Girard, Broadwood, Lorraine and 
Rittenhouse. Tomei will hold a con- 
fab with Hotelmen’s Association this 
week. 








Sam Kramer Sets New 


Hollywood, May 18. 

Sam Kramer, Los Angeles booker 
for the Tivoli circuit, Australia, is 
sending a new vaude show to Mel- 
bourne, sailing May 26. Included are 
Hickey Bros. and Alice, Ted and Al 
Waldman, LaFayette and La Verne 
and Herbert Loe. 

Robert Parrish, Negro baritone, 
who is in Melbourne touring the 
Tivoli circuit, has been set to go 


into the new Larry Adler show 
opening in London in September. 
Parrish was_ discovered several 


months ago in an amateur contest 
at the Orpheum Theatre. 





Ralph Wonders Becomes 
R-O’K Department Head 


Ralph Wonders has been placed in 
charge of cafe and vaude bookings 
and the picture department of Rock- 
well-O’Keefe, Inc., in addition to 
handling radio. Harry Leedy, who 
supervised the picture end of the 
R-O’K organization, will spend most 
of his time on the Coast. 


Danny Collins will serve as 
Wonders’ assistant on the vaude 
agenting. 





Marlowe Staples Dies 


From Trapeze Fall 
Hollywood, May 18. 

Marlowe Staples died from inju- 

ries received in a fall from a trapeze 
at the Los Angeles theatre May 1. 

She never regained consciousness. 





Saranac Lake 





By Happy Benway 

Bridges Theatre Corp., Ausable 
Forks, building a new theatre re- 
placing the one recently destroyed 
by fire. 

Tom (Four Diamonds) Diamond, 
and daughter, Joan, ogling wife and 
mother at the Trudeau San. 

Joan Mitchell (Hollywood Res., 
N. Y.) week-ending and eyeing her 
sister, Patricia, at Trudeau. 

At the annual meeting of the 
Good Samaritan Club the following 
officers were re-elected: Mrs. Wil- 
liam (Mother) Morris, president; 
Rev. Father Blais, first v.p., and 
chaplain, and Happy Benway, ex- 
ecutive secretary. At this meeting, 
Rudy Plank, who is connected with 
the Will Rogers hospital, was ad- 
mitted as a life member for his un- 
tiring work for the showfolks. 

Eddie Ross (Four Clarton Boys), 
who took lotsa stages of that ‘rib’ 
op, will be Broadwaying soon. 
Write to those you know in Saranac 

and elsewhere who are sick. 





Nitery Placements 





Chill Wills and Avalon Boys are 
at Hollywood Knickerbocker Lounge, 
Hollywood. 

Frank Folfo and John Hickok are 
opening the Seven Seas in San Fran- 
cisco. Formerly operated the Cher- 
okee House, Hollywood. 

Del Courtney band, Freda Sulli- 
van, Paul Gordon, DeMar and 
D’Andre; Netherlands Plaza, Cincin- 
nati. 

Ray and Grace MacDonald, danc- 
ers, Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y. 

Lita Moya, dancer, Club Gaucho, 
Pe. Bs 

Henry Dick, dancer, A. 
comic, St. Regis hotel, N. Y. 

Herb Weil, singer, to Hal Hope's 
band, Montclair hotel, N. Y. 

Jim Moorehead, pianist-singer, 


Robins, 


Hickory House, N. Y. 
Don Hooten, novelty, Syracuse ho- 


Unit Review 


Manhattan Sevetaile 





(CAPITOL) 
Atlanta, May 16. 
Arthur La Fleur’s” spectacular 


human top exhibition is one of the 
best acts ever to hit Cap’s stage, and 
audience reaction at opener was 
tremendous. La Fleur is a polished 
performer and goes through his 
routine on the rings and his iron 
jaw spinning trick with a muscular 
grace that is amazing. 

Following his ring work, La Fleur’s 
assistant, Mary Reap, a contortionist, 


jaw stunt, practically among the 
flies. He does a fast spin, starting 
himself off with a push from the 
guy wires and then slows down to 


turning. Then, without any mechan- 
ical aid, he picks up speed. 

Dwan __ Sisters (Gertrude and 
Bunny) open show with a tap rou- 


tine, followed by Helena Hayes, 
singer, who warbled ‘Sleepy Time 


Down South’ and ‘Is It True What 
They Say About Dixie?’ 

Singer is followed by Sid Berner, 
mimic, who uses mike to give credit- 
able imitations of Boake Carter, Lou 
Holtz, Leo Carrillo and Bob Burns. 

Clarence King, aided by his wife, 
Helena Hayes, and daughter, l11- 
year-old Marie, are on next ‘in a 
balancing act. High spot of act 
comes when King, on his back, sup- 
ports two Dwan Sisters and Mrs. 
King on bar across his feet and 
hoists Marie in his hands at same 
time. 

Following a tap dance by Bunny 
Dwan, Red Taylor, washboard syn- 
copater, and his three hillbilly aides, 
J. W. Pitts, banjoist; Otis Yeomans, 
guitarist, and Lowe Stokes, world’s 
champion one-armed fiddler, occupy 
stage for 11 minutes with mountain 
tunes and some pert hoofing by 
Taylor. 

Billy Morasco and Carle Hayten, 
comedy team, are on next. Femme 
comes On in one and Morasco is out 
in audience, and after brief cross- 
fire, he clambers onto stage and audi- 
ence discovers he has 
After more chatter, Morasco 
into a tap routine on his skates. 

Funsters are followed by La Fleur 
and Mary and finale, during which 
performers come on, act at a time, 
and take a bow. Show takes 44 
minutes and tempo picks 
the slow start due to three singles 
at opener. 

Unit is owned by Ross Russell and 
has 18 in company, five of them 
being bandsmen, to augment house’s 
seven tooters. 

Pic is ‘Midnight Court’ (WB), and 
biz not as good as usual. Luce. 





Nitery Review 
TOWN CLUB 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, May 12. 

Hottest all-colored show of the 
year is the reason for capacity all- 
night sessions at this spot, located in 
Cicero, just outside Chicago city 
limits. Club is a highly ornate affair, 
done in modern motif, with seating 
for 380, not counting those at the 
large circular bar just inside the 
door. 

Bar, expansively decorated, is im- 
portant; made so by a couple of per- 
sonality bartenders and a singing 
team under the name of Al and 
George. Latter do the type of songs 
that induce a stop for a drink. 


_ Main show has Billy Mitchell, old- 
time colored m.c. and comic, as head- 
liner. Boy with the perpetual cold, 
sings, dances, and is back later to do 


a hot singer, who also has her own 
spot on the program. 


There is no distinctive line to 
divide singers from dancers; every- 
body does both. But hot. Ruby 
Mason triples by playing an accor- 
dion, and Three Stepp Bros. special- 
ize in fast acrobatic routines that set 
them up as one of the top trios in 
their bracket. 

Show is backed up by Ruben 
Brown, m.c., and a six-girl line led 
by Mary Bruce, each of the girls 
doing solo specialties on their own. 
Whole thing is framed as a revue, 
rather than just a parade of acts, 
and Billy Rankin, whose early train- 


commended for his excellent produc- 
run. 
considering it is a celebrity spot, 
formers working in town. Sam 
Henderson’s is the okay orchestra. 
Loop. 


goes through a routine of bends. | 
Girl is possessed of a ‘contortion | 
back. La Fleur then does his iron 


the point where his body is barely | 


skates on.! 
goes | 


up after | 


double numbers with Ethel Wilson. | 


ing came from Ike Bloom, is to be! 
tion, as well as the way the club is: 
Minimum here is $1, not too stiff | 


and getting a terrific play from per- | 


— 


"Nother Strike Threatens 
At Phily’s Arcadia-fnt’l 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Art Padula, entrepreneur of Ar- 
cadia-International nitery here, 
thought his troubles were over when 
he reached an agreement with strik- 
ing waiters, cooks and bartenders. 
and they went back to work May 10. 

But Padula claims he discovered 
one of ringleaders of strike in locker 
room smoking when he should have 
been waiting on tables, and fired him 
two days after he went back to work. 
Union threatens more trouble unless 
he is put back on job. Matter will 
| go to arbitration as soon as perma- 
|nent arbiter is chosen. Sides will 
meet today (Tuesday) to name Judge 
Gerald F. Flood to the post, if he is 
willing to accept. 


Portland Getting ’Nother 
House for Fan Dancers 


Portland, Ore., May 18. 

Rivoli theatre is being redecorated 
| for the purpose of giving the burg 
| anew vaude spot. Only spot in town 
|now playing vaude is the two-bit 
| Capitol, which has been doing a 
| bonanza biz. 
There’s a definite angle to the 
| b. 0. success of vaude in these parts. 
| Headliner has to be some sort of a 
| fan or bubble dancer, with or with- 
out trimmings. 

















MILTON 
DOUGLAS 


CIRO*S CLUB 
LONDO 


BROADCASTING - B.B.C. 
AND RADIO LUXEMBURG 
Exelusive Management 
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VIC HYDE 


“One Man Swing Band” 








OPENING MAY 19 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 





Doubling into 18th Week, 
Club Mirador, New York 


Mgt. RUDY VALLEE CORP., N. ¥. €. 

















| ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now Booked 
PORTLAND, MAINE 
and AUBURN, MAINE 








AGENTS 


Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. Y. 

















Show People All the World Over Wil! 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER rai-on 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
is Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











THE SHOW PEOPLE'S 
EATEPY IN LONDON 


LINDY’S 


LEICESTER SQUARE 

















MAE 


Met. HARRY KILBY - 








tel, Svracuse. 





HALLIDAY »«CLARK 


DANCERS DELIGHTFULLY DIFFERENT 
THRU DERBY MEET, BROWN HOTEL, LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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Marcus Show Click in N. Z. Hypoes 
Sir Ben Into Vaude Revival Plans’ 





New Zealand, April 27, 


Advent of the A. B. Marcus troupe 
in Auckland had the crowds lined 
up for hours waiting to buy seats at} 
$1.50. House was completely sold 
out for premiere and capacity biz | 
has been the rule all along. Show} 
goes on a dominion tour covering 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
Dunedin and the smaller centers. j 

Sam Snider and George Dean| 
came over for the premiere, and A. 
Ben Fuller travelled from Suva with | 
the troupe. Snider-Dean are in} 
with the Fullers on the tour here} 
and in Australia. 

Sydney, April 27. 
the A. B. Marcus 
show success in New Zealand, Sir 
Ben Fuller declared that he’s com- 
ing back into the vaude-revue field. 
Sir Ben said he proposes leaving 
for America in June or July to seek 
suitable attractions for the contem- 
plated circuit. 

Explained that the circuit would | 
not be as large as the one he oper- | 


a 


Impressed by 





ated in the old days of vaude, but 
would gradually grow into some- 


thing worth-while. About the time 
Sir Ben leaves for America, his the- 
atre here, Crystal Palace, should be | 
completed. A pic policy opens the 
house, but other attractions could 
play the spot if required. 





"37 Philly Nitery Season 


Best in Years Despite 
Late Slump; More Spots: 


Philadelphia. May 18. 

Nitery business here in season now 
drawing its shutters was best in 
years, both in number of spots work- | 
ing and size of take. Healthy num-|! 
ber of new swizzle and jig points 
hung out shingles, with usual per- | 
centage of floperoos, but large quan- | 
tity that managed to survive is prob- 


oe 


| Circuit, 
| the theatres in the contracts. 


| Rosenthal advised the French 


| mated $6,500. Sayag refused, 





RKO Signing Acts 


RKO is setieeiaaie alanis its vaude 
time next season and has already 
signatured two acts for fall openings 
lat guarantees of four weeks each. 
however, doesn’t mention 


Acts signed are Buster Shaver and 
Olive and George Brasnow, and 
Cass, Mack and Topsy, both agented 
by Max Tishman. 


ROSENTHAL’S 
PARIS DATE 
STYMIED 


After securing passports and com- 
pleting all arrangements to sail for 
a Paris engagement under contract 
with Edmund Sayag, it is doubtful 
whether Harry Rosenthal and his 
orchestra will make the trip. Pianist- 
conductor expressed disappointment 


| over breakdown of financial stipula- 
| tions on the French end. 


Rosenthal was booked through 
Irvin Marks for a minimum of six 
weeks at the De Luxe, Paris: When 
the contracts were signed by the 
musician and returned to Sayag, 
man- 
weeks 

also 


ager that he wanted two 

salary for himself and the band, 
return transportation, being paid in 
advance. Amount involved approxi- 
thereby 


embarrassing Rosenthal, who had 
terminated an engagement at the 


Merry-Go-Round, ‘Nv. Y- 
and had engaged musicians for the 
foreign date. 

Cotton Club Revue, with a com- 
pany of more than 50, has been re- 
hearsing also in anticipation of ap- 


ably surprisi y an- , . 

: urprising even to the man {| pearing in Paris during the expo- 

agers themselves. Ray , 
sition and also booked by Sayag. 


Despite a sudden letdown in gross 
during past month, several spots | 
which ordinarily pull the curtains to | 
duck the heat have decided to give 
the summer months a whirl this 
year. They are hoping for an influx 
during Philly’s celebration of the 
150th anniversary of the signing of 
the Constitution. Among those set 
on continuing during the dog days 
are 1214 Spruce and the Walton 
Roof. 

Two places situated to profit by the 
heat and which already have felt an 
upswing are the Anchorage and 
Evergreen Casino, both with dining 
terraces and open-air dance floors. 

Reason suggested by some observ- 
ers for sudden flop in take during 
past month is the satiation of ha- 
bitues with padded checks and clus- 
ters of girl ‘entertainers’ who not too 
subtly suggest they be bought drinks. | 
Both of these practices have been 
developed to zenith by many ops 
here during past s past season. 


BILLY ROSE ENGAGES 
ACTS FOR TWO EXPOS 


The Pat Rooneys, Sr. and Jr., plus 
Janet Reade (Mrs. Rooney, Jr.). have 
been set by Billy Rose for the Pi- 
oneer Palace at the Ft. Worth Fron- 
tier Days Celebration in Texas. 
opening the end of June. Cwrtis & 
Allen agented. 

C. & A. office also set Ray Huling 
and Seal and Walter Dare Wahl 
with Rose for the Cleveland Expo's 
Aquacade, opening May 29. 


Daniels’ 





New House 


Seattle. May 18. 

Siarting May 28 Joe Daniels’ 
booking office will expand to in- 
clude an additional vaude week at 
the Rivoli, Portland. 
Mrs. Joe (Pearl) Daniels is break- 
ng into the booking biz as 
ant to her hubby. 


assist- | 


Reported the date is also dependent 
on advance funds from Paris. 


Benny the Bum Seeks 
206 Via Script Plan 


Philadelphia, 

Benny the Bum, 
financial difficulties almost since the 
day he moved to his huge new place 
December 25, is wig-wagging an 
SOS to friends for a quick $20,000 
in cash to shoot the wolf. 

Scheme has been worked out to 
raise the money by issuance of cer- 
tificates in $100 and $200 units. 
Customer buys a_ certificate 
then takes out his dough in eats and 
drinks. It has been reported that 
holders of the paper get a discount 
on their checks, but the Bum denies 





May 18. 


| it. He said $8,700 worth of certificates 


been sold have 
friends and all 


that have already 
all been bought by 
go at par. 

Part of the money obtained under 

enny’s new deal is going in the 
interest of a bigger and better show 
to attract class clientele during the 
summer. 


‘Ice Follies’ Adds Ace Det. 
Figure Skater to Cast 


Detroit, May 18. 

St. Moritz Ice Follies’ unit, headed 
by Kit Klein and currently at the 
Michigan theatre here, has added 
Genevieve Trojan, Detroit’s ace fig- 
ure skater, to roster. Miss Trojan is 
the second local skater to turn pro 
in recent weeks, Ted Harper now 


working in Sonja Henie’s new 
flicker. 

Miss Trojan, who for past five 
years has been starred in annual 
Kiwanis ice carnivals here, and re- 
cently was in supporting cast for 
Miss Henie’s p.a. here, will join ‘St 


Moritz’ in coupla days after getting 
used to artificial ice and show rou- 
tines. 


night spdt,’ 


| 


burgh. 


( 


| is the possibility that several of the) 


| ceived licenses to show 


“ONLY 13 WEEKS 


AMONG 4 MAJORS 


| Paramount Now No. 1 Stage 
Show Circuit with 6 
Weeks—RKO at Its Low- 
est Level with 2—Acts and 
Agents Turning to Rooms 


MEBBE BURLY SPOTS 


Major circuit 
New 


this summer 


vaudeville booked 
York will hit a new 


, With a total of only 13 


out of low 





VAUD’S NEW SUMMER LOW 





4 


|Fhippen’s Radio Ams Set to Tour 
Loew Vaude Theatres by Sponsor 


weeks, divided between Paramount, | 
Loew's, Warner Bros. and RKO 
Latter, with only two weeks, hits a 
new bottom for what was once the 


No. 1 vaudeville circuit. 


RKO’s two weeks will be the Pal- 
ace theatres in Chicago and Cleve- 
land; Loew’s also has two weeks | 
open for the dog days, the State, 
N. Y.. and Capitol, Washington; WB's 
time this summer will consist of the 
Earle theatres in Philadelphia and 


Washington, 
Paramount 


plus the Stanley, Pitts- 
is now the No. 1 
stage show circuit, with six weeks, 
including the Palace and Oriental, 
Chicago: Michigan, Detroit; Metro- 
politan, Boston; Shea’s, Toronto, and 
Loew's, Montreal, booked by Harry 
Kalcheim and Charles J. Freeman 
out of New York. Besides, there's 
the Paramount on Broadway, but 
this is almost strictly a band 
house rather than vaude, 

Besides the four two more 
ace spots are booked in New York. 
These are the Roxy, with Fanchon & 
Marco buying the acts, and the Radio 
City Music Hall, for which Leoni- 
doff, producer, sets the talent. 
-*“CPeat curtailment of major cir- 
cuit vaude time this summer puts it 
directly up to the acts and agents to 
find a new source of income in the 
niteries. A number of acts, in fact, 
have already begun re-routining 
themselves with this floorshow work 
in view 

Only bright aspect to the situation 


name 


majors, 


former burlesque houses in New 
York, shut down a couple of weeks 
ago by License Commissioner Paul 
Moss, will turn to vaude. 
however, none of them have re- 
variety en- 


| tertainment. 


who has been in| 


and 


WB Experimenting With 
Names in Philly Nabes © 


As Gauge for Summer 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Although Fox Theatre has washed 
up on stage shows for the summer, 
Thursday (13), Warners is conduct- 
ing an experiment that might mean 
further vaude or stage show activity 
during coming months. It is moving 
name ‘nto its nabe spots. 


Sally Rand, 


acts 
whose unit completed 
a week at the Earle last Thursday, 
moved out to the Allegheny theatre 
in Kensington ‘(northeast 
following day for a two-day 


section) 
show- 


ing. Allegheny has been running 
vaude three times a week, but dis- 
tinctly not of big-time calibre al- 


though 15 vears ayo this house was 
a front rank two-a-daye1 
Keith vaudeville. 

meantime, the Fox is 
with only orchestra’ and 
features. Fay’s is still unde- 
to closing Earle ex- 
summer 


playing 
In the con- 
tinuing 
organ 

cided as date. 


pects to make the grade all 


Long Tack Sam Okay 
After Op in Australia 


Liez. Australia, May 18 


Long Tack Sam, Indian head of 
tandard American vaude act, un- 
derwent an operation here last week 

Condition is okay 


As yet, | 


NITERY STRIPPER PEELS 





Bonus 


Standard booked 


comedian 
for a 





New York club date, was 
advised at the last minute that 
he would have to double as 
m.c. Chairman of the enter- 
ment committee promised him 
an extra something for the 
added work. 

At the payoff, 50c was tagged 
onto the comic's salary, 








PITT NITERY OPS 
PLAN 10 EMD 
COMPETISH 


Pittsburgh, 
effort to check 


competition reduce 


May 18. 
In an cut-throat 


and 


to minimum, nitery owners in 
Pittsburgh are organizing. First 
meeting was called by Gerry 
O'Neill, manager of William Penn 


hotel, 


sent 


and 11 of town’s leading spots 


representatives who signified 
willingness to string along. 

Efforts will be made to establish 
uniform minimum checks or 
charges all over city, 
eliminating two and 
petitive spots. 

Cafe men discovered 
that it’s not been to do away 
with prohibition habit of customers 


four-bit com- 


have also 


easy 


carrying their own liquor and idea 
is to fix a corkage price that will 


make that practice unprofitable. At 
present, some have corkage charges 


and others don’t, but in most cases 
it’s only 50 cents, sometimes less. 
Organization intends to shoot that 


tap sky high in effort to 
hip-toting altogether. 
Smaller niteries are refusing to go 
in with organization, claiming their 
trade in no way conflicts or com- 
pares with that of class spots. 


break up 


OFF $100 FINE IN DET. 


ee 


Detroit, May 18. 
of $100, or 90 days in jail, was 
out Friday (14) to 
Lee, stripper, arrested 
in the opening shot of a 
police cleanup war on local niteries. 
She paid the fine and then or- 
dered to leave town immediately. 
Manager said she is booked for 
week stand in Cincinnati. 
Second indecency charge. lodged 
against dancer following a_ seconc 
arrest the next night, was dropped 


Fetchit to Finish Philly 
Date, Crash Interrupted 


Fine 
oa ~alt 

Chang 
weeks ago 


Princess 
two 


was 


two- 


Philadelphia, Mav 18. 

Stepin’ Fetchit, who was hurt in 
auto smash several weeks ago, will 
make first appearance following re- 
lease from Harlem hospital, New 
York, at the Earle here starting Fri- 
day (21). Fetchit was playing the 
Earle when injured. 

Had appeared for two days and 
now will finish out the week. 


Delmar’s Borscht Spot 


Harry Delmar is set te 
shows at Grossingers in the Cats- 
kil} Ken 
Deal was closed last 

| & Marco had the 

Delmar picking 
otners. 


proaguce the 


Nichols will write then 
Fanchon 
veul 


week 
spot last 


now Chorin aha 


——_—+ 


| York 


New 
audiences a commercial stage 
starting next week under the 
guise of a radio broadcast. Wi 
Jay C. Flippen’s 
station WHN, which is under Oxydol] 
sponsorship, in a different Metro- 
politan theatre every night, 
the broadcasts taking place 
stages and in view of the 

Amateur hour in the past has been 
broadcast strictly from Loew's Zieg- 
feld on Seventh avenue, but Loew’s 
is now figuring it as a b. o. bu 
in those houses equipped with 
stages but without 


Loew's will start slipping its 


i show 
I] tour 


amateur hour on 


Tuesday 
from the 
pe yvces 


ilder- 
uppel 


vaude for 





| stand for 


hip-toting | 


cover! 
' 
with an eye to | 


| broadeast from a club that 
i strip teasers, 


Some 
time, 

First house, than the 
feld, the show will play 
Paradise, Bronx, 
Following week 
held from the 
Jamaica, 

Some years ago Loew's attempted 
commercially-sponsored stage shows, 
not broadeast but partially paid for 
by radio advertisers. Pavees, how- 
ever, showed they wouldn't 
living advertisements and 
the commercial shows were dropped, 


other Zieg- 
will be the 
next Tuesday (25), 
broadcast will be 
stage of the V: 


ilencia, 


soon 


In the instance of the Flippen 
show, only the theatres benefit 
financially. Neither Flippen, the 


ams, nor the sponsor of the broadcast 
get any share of the grosses in the 
Loew houses. 


N. 0. Archbishop Hits 
Niteries’ Lax Morals; 
Station Bans Stripper 


New Orleans, May 18. 

Strippers, nudity and drinking in 
New Orleans niteries were scored 
last week by Archbishop Rummel in 
an address before several thousand 
Catholic Sodality groups, when he 
charged that the city administration 
was neglecting to correct moral con- 
ditions here. 


‘We are short-sighted indeed,’ the 
Archbishop declared, ‘if we are 
cleaning up our city streets and 
boulevards and at the same time 
neglect to maintain decency in our 
moral life.’ 

The new club LaPlace, hot spot 
near here, was jerked off the air 
by WWL, operated by Loyola uni- 
versity, because a stripper was feae 
tured in the new floor show Thurs- 
day (13). WWL lost no time in mak- 


ing it known that it would carry no 
featured 
and the club came right 


back with the announcement that it 
would feature no dance that did not 
meet with the approval of all con- 
cerned. 

So Patsy Filmore opened = and 
‘closed in one night. She was ree 
acro hooter, 


placed by Shirley Gay, 


PHILLY’S SEMI-ANNUAL 
VICE CLEAN-UP BEGINS 


Philadelphia, May 18. 
Operators of all niteries with floor 


chows have been ordered to appear 
in his office Friday (21) by Mayor 
S. Davis Wilson as the opening shot 
of Philly’s semi-annual vice 
clean-up. 

Proprietors and manage: vill be 
told by Hizzoner just what they can 
have and what they cant have in 


entertainment He ane- 
that female ime 


and definitely. 


the way of 
in advance 
nixed, 


nounced 
personators are 


Child entertainers, either night or 
day, are also out. 

Mayor also has ordered the city’s 
police captains to check serving of 
drinks to minors in tap rooms and 
rite pots Inspection of dance 
halls was also demanded. 

Jane Froman to Chi 
Jane Froman is set for the week 


of June 18 at the Palace, Chicayo, 
| William Morris office agented. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Mr. Rockefeller’s big house has one 
of its best shows on the platform this 
week. With ‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
on the screen, house program plot- 
ters probably figured on a holdover 
or two, so gave the show a bit more 
attention, meaning a sweet job all 
around and a lineup which will get 
custom return, 

‘Merry May’ is the title, with Leon 
Leonidoff getting production credit, 


Bruno Maine in for the set bows and | 


costumes by Marco Montedoro, Willa 
Van and Alfred Stern. Just as well 
that they all get their bows in early; | 
they deserve ‘em. 

First item is ‘Circus Is in Town,’ 
meaning Cilly Feindt and her excel- 
lent white horse, followed by Nicho- 
las Daks and the Corps de Ballet. | 
That gets the show off fast but, more 
than that, ballet girls have their bit 
of fun this week. Handed unusual 
costumes, Florence Rogge, the major 
domo of the Hall’s ballet, has her re- 
venge on the Rockettes this week. 
It must bother her to have people 
constantly talking about how good 
the line is. So this week the ballet 
does its work in almost a Rockette 
manner, including some precision 
work and some line formations. It’s 
good, too. It would seem to prove 
that precision may not be the holiest 
of the holy in a stage work because 
the ladies of the ballet do a bit of it 
and then veer off to their toe forma- 
tions. Intended as a jibe or not, it 
is, nevertheless, one of the most ef- 
fective routines the ballet has ac- 
complished in weeks and a lulu. 

Second item is ‘Aristocrats of the 
Road,’ which means the glee club. | 
They have a special number this | 
time, written by Maurice Baron and | 
A. Stillman and not at all bad. | 
Dressed as hobos, they clown around, 
sing a number of solos in various 
idioms and are generally fairly 
amusing. For the Glee Club this is 
a great accomplishment since it, or- 
dinarily, is a letdown in the pro- 
gram. Not only is it acceptable fun 
this week, but the appearance to- 
ward the end of the number of a 
freight train which rattles across the 
stage, which the lads hop, and which 
then choo-choos off into the distance 
is a distinct scenic asset of the sort 
that only the Hall manages to give. 

Ray and Trent follow in an inter- 
lude of acrobatics which is tops. Two 
lads are about the best hand-to-hand 
workers seen around. 

Finale is ‘In London,’ appropriate 
on coronation week. It’s the Rock- 
ettes, working harder than ever and 
vindicating themselves beautifully, 
despite _the early ballet business. 
These kids are still what they are— 
the best line in captivity and a flash 
outfit which is tops, bar none. Gene 
Snyder has given them a march rou- 
tine this time, which is backed up 
by military costumes and capes and | 
a thriller. 

Fore and aft are Richard Leibert 
at the organ, as usual, the newest 
‘March of Time’ and Erno Rapee 
leading the orchestra through George 
Enesco’s colorful, if reminiscent, 
‘Rumanian Rhapsody.’ Kauf. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, May 13. 
A long series of orchestra bookings 
at this de luxer has earned for the 
Met stage such trick nick-names as 
‘bailiwick of the bands.’ This week 
it’s Don Azpiazu and his Havana 


Orchestra. Next week it’s Benny 
Goodman. 


Management rightly assumes that 
Azpiazu) means little or nothing 
around here as a marquee name, but 





| 
| 





Judy sequence has in its cast a 
crocodile and Devil for added spice. 
Second bit is a truckin’ number by 
a puppet, guided by Trent on stage, 
and in full view. Showmanly act, 
adaptable to many types of stage 
shows, and apparently a natural for 
niteries. 
| Mariori, clever, youthful femme 
juggler, has a conventional, but ex- 
tensive bag of tricks, but does not 
sell them with the finesse that marks | 
more experienced acts. 

Line of 24 girls has three numbers, | 








| best of which is the Spanish routine | 


blended into the band unit. As| 
usual, settings and lighting are tops; 
and production up to standard. 

All in all, the stage supplies the 
film customers a pleasant interlude | 


between pix; but ‘Turn Off the} 
Moon’ (Par), requires more support. | 
Fox. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Little b. o. prospect in the current 
bill. Film is ‘Speak of the Devil’ 
(GB), and the stage show is just a 
routine dish from the Roxy’s cook 
book. Acts include a mimic, a roller 
skating foursome, boy and girl tap 
duo, a freak comedy trio, a femme 
hoofer, and the Gae Foster unit. Not 
a wallop in the lot. Mickey Mouse,’ | 
‘Moving -Day,’ helps, but can’t save | 
things. 

As the headliner, Steve Evans is 
considerably less than a panic. Offers 
same impersonations he’s been doing 
for years—and they're no better and 
no worse than before. Mussolini bit 
contains one unpardonable shred of 
vulgarity, soused Polish laborer 
needs cutting. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley, freak com- 
edy team, gets its laughs via incon- 
gruous contrast in sizes. Trio include 
a giant, a normal sized man and a 
midget. Roughhouse stuff, always 
working on the difference in their 
heights, winding up with simple tap 
routine. One funny idea, with vari- 
ations. 

Four Comets, mixed roller skaters, 
keep the action whirling with vari- 
ous of the accepted tricks for acts of 
the kind. Have a few fairly com- 
plicated variations but need flash 
finale and more showmanship to 
make the stuff look tougher. 

Chester Fredericks and Gloria 
Lane are a tap pair. Stick to fast 
routine without offering anything 
novel. Fredericks is on for solo re- 
peat with several unusual hoofing 





gyrations. Boy is a comer. 
Bobby Thompson, girl hoofer, 
sports a stunning costume. Errs in 


trying to sing. Gae Foster girls have 
three routines, inevitably on the 
Coronation motif. Hobe. 


Wintergarten, Berlin 
Berlin, May 3. 
Between Spring and the circuses 
being here and a bill at the Winter- 


garten sans headlines, sans almost 
everything, there’s hardly any in- 
centive for the folks to spend over 
two hours there in the already over- 
warm auditorium. 

Sovereign, the Diabolo King, does 
tricks such as shipping the diabolo 
on a string over the heads of the 
audience to the balcony, where it 
enters a box, explodes, and comes 
back decorated with streamers. The 
femme duo, Korff and Beckendorf, 
whose rightful place is a small 
nitery, fill in with a couple of trill- 
ers. The two Tilibs snap things up 
with a few minutes of nifty bal- 
ancing, including the double hand- 





an explanatory trailer run off in 
introduction to his act takes care of 
that angle okay. Although an excel- 
lent organization for club work, this 
Havana band is no top-flighter for 
stage work in its present setup. 
Musically outfit is aces, and there 
are specialty acts that get good at- 
tention, but overall pace of the unit 
was retarded on opening show by 


Azpiazu's long trek from his conduc- | 
tor’s stand to the mike down-stage | 


for each announcement. These are 


slow, deliberate, but clear in enun- | 


ciation. Sock of the unit is Galli- 
Rini, accordionist. This lad knows 
his squeeze box; and to label him a 
virtuoso of that 
reasonable. 
and pop play-offs, his most sensa- 
tional display of keyboard cutups 
comes in his’ interpretation of 
‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 

‘Peanut Vendor’ by a vocalist from 
band, and a zippy rhumba by Carito 
are well received; as is the excellent 
solo dancing of Adelina Duran, in 
two specialties. ‘Desperation,’ an 
‘Ol’ Man River’ type of Cuban plaint 
about the miseries of sugar planta- 
tion workers, is just too sad and 
lengthy for vaude audiences. Azpiazu 
closes with a vocal about the ‘Good 
Old USA’ that rings as true as a 
lead quarter. 

Buster West in next-to-shut nearly 
saves the show with his clowning 
and nifty eccentric dance, liberally 
punctuated with pratt falls; and his 
partner, Lucille Page, registers 
handsomely with her torso-twists 
and acro dance specialties. 

Tommy Trent, in the deuce, gives 
the proceedings a dandy start-off 
with his puppet show. First part 
brings on Trent, unseen behind an 
apartment house set-piece. Loy 
puppet on roof ‘neets girl puppet in 
window below; and a laughable, 
roughouse, slapstick Punch and 


instrument seems | 
Adept at both classical | 


stand. Second chap balances himself 
on the back of the neck of the under 
man. Good stuff is a complete floor 
turn, done while keeping his part- 
ner in a hand-stand. Young fellows, 
a neat act and well received. Cariton | 
Sisters, plus Indian clubs, do all the 
standard stunts, including a_ black- | 
out with the clubs illuminated. 

Adolf Gendrell, who is the big 
feature on both halves of the bill, | 
is an m.c. with plenty of class. He 
| has gags to suit all tastes and knows 
| how to feed ’em. 





| First-half closer is just so much 
bunkum. Ballyhooed as the only guy 
in the know about the magic Hindu} 
rope trick, he does nothing but a} 
mighty clumsy job of getting the 
rope stiff and vertical. Then a little 
kid scrambles up and down and that 
'is the act, with the Hiller gals in 
the background looking Oriental. 
Albert Powell, on the = flying 
trapeze, pleases with his dips and 
contortions. Edith Crocker, with her | 
| living teddy-bears is liked by the) 
grown-ups as well as the kids. Papa | 
| bear on a bike and baby propelling | 
itself on a ball go over big. 
Gondrell, with some more of his| 
smart wordage, garners plenty of! 
laughs and gets things set for the) 
American hoofers, Mae Wynn and| 
Zella Co. Two- women - one-man! 
dance trio is followed by a Negro, 
number, with eccentric, radiumed | 
costumes that gets a terrific hand. | 
Their typewriter stunt, two men and | 
two girls tapping up and down the, 
keyboard has to be encored. 
Rolf Hansen is _ next-to-closing | 
with an assortment of sleight-of- | 
hand tricks. Lighted candles are} 





are found burning under the table. 
Hiller girls close with the mili- 


last month, 





| this spot. 


' merly the nucleus of Ben Yost’s Var- 


|Mady and Cord, 


wrapped into paper, but handker-| turns in the most solid performance 
chiefs come out while the candles| and score of the bill with his protean 


tary march which went over so big] from the constant stream of hoofers. 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, May 3. 
Variety and entertainers of a bet- 
ter caliber bring this offering closer 
to the first-class show promised when 


Jules Marx reopened the house a lit- 
tle more than a month ago. Some of! 
the acts fall into the seen-too-many | 
times category, but that doesn't | 
hurt too much. Topping the well) 
mixed lineup is Cecile Sorel. 
Openers are the Trois Ricert, two) 
men and woman, comedy dancers. 
Routine is similar to one on last! 
show here, but they pull o.k. for 


Suzette and Casser, girl acrobatic 
pianist, follow. Playing while bent 
over backwards standing on the} 
piano wins approval. | 

Elroy, minus his arms, works en- 
tirely with his feet. Such tricks as 
shooting a gun, drawing a picture, 
uncorking a bottle and playing a 
trumpet. 

Marguerite Gilbert follows with a 
mixture of songs and imitations that) 
pulls applause steadily. Songs are} 
of the type liked by the localites| 
and she imitates male voices un-| 
usually well. Attempt at community | 
sing at wind-up falls flat. 

Walter Powell and Eiroy were 
both seen recently at the Cirque 
Medrano. Powell's offering this 
time is short. Only a couplé of the 
more easy ones and a_ backward) 
somersault. 

Mauricet is one of the big names | 
in Paris music halls and his abil- | 
ity to grab laughs seems to be g0-| 
ing on forever. His poetry about| 
world events and celebrities always 
goes well. Les Aurora, three men, | 
one woman acrobatic bicycle riders, | 
wind up the first half. Head balanc- | 
ing comprises most of act with a long 
stand which includes dismounting, | 
climbing over a ladder and remount- 
ing bicycle. 

Intermission music is furnished by | 
violinist M. Lhoumet, prize winner | 
last year at the National Conserva- | 
tory. Serge Glykson wields the 
baton. , 

Playlet which stars Cecile Sorel | 
has been seen on another music hall | 
stage. It is written around Moliere’s 
‘Misanthrope’ in which Mme. Sorel | 
made her name_ as Celimene. | 
Mauricet plays opposite with a sup-| 
porting cast of Georges Sellier, Lil- | 
lian Gills, Georges Grey, Carmen | 
Fleury and Mony Dex. Grey is 4} 
newcomer to the Paris stage, In real | 
life a Hungarian prince. 

Piece is well-acted throughout. | 
Motive for comedy in skit is good 
and laughs are constant. Mme. 
Sorel turns in a bit of work that) 
well demonstrates her acting abili- 
ties. i 

Lord Ain clicks with his singing 
of all four parts of the quartet! 
scene from ‘Rigoletto.’ | 

Cappella and Veronique are the) 
most graceful pair of dancers seen 
recently in this type of house. Cap- 
pella has looks aplenty and her slim 
body moves in an unlabored flow. 
Iya offers some well-liked toe tap- 
ping during the changes. 

Les Liazeed again prove that they 
are number one for a fast closing 
act. Their speed pyramid building 
and air springing has been seen fre- 
quently in Paris and always scores. 

Hugo. 





CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, May 15. 

Couldn’t make it much of a show 
at the Chicago this week. — They ve 
got some acts out there trying to do 
their stuff, but when it’s all put to- 
gether it amounts to about 60 min- 
utes of nothingness. Three of the 
four turns on the bill work in one, | 
despite the fact that the Chicago is | 
known as the big production house 
of the midwest. Customers come to | 
this spot expecting to see bulk and 





currently is a single in one, a two-| 
act in one and a singing act, also in| 
one. 

That singing act rates comment as 
being unworthy of this house. For- | 


sity Eight, boys have changed coats, 
added a quartet and emerge as the | 
‘12 Singing Ensigns.’ Still doing 
‘Song of the Vagabonds,’ repertoire 
out of ‘New Moon,’ finishing with a | 
medley of college songs, done with 
appropriate gestures, 

Another act that doesn’t rate is) 
novelty acrobatic 
couple, evidently European. Tiny 
four-foot gal doing some tumbling 
with six-foot man. It’s neat enough 
novelty tumbling, but hasn’t the 
basic quality to score in a house of 
this standard. Would have been a 
surefire act at the Oriental. 

Sybil Jason, kid from films, holds 
the top spot on the show, and turns 
in a nice array of vocal numbers. 
Wisely has been supplied with spe- 
cial material and novelty songs. 
Youngster works hard and earn-| 
estly on songs, and puts them over. | 
However, poor judgment is used in 
permitting her to do that Garbo and | 
Mae West impression. Completely | 
unsuitable, and clashes with the rest | 
of the turn. 

Out of the standard files of vaude 
acts comes Owen McGiveney, who 


act. Remains a good quick-change 
act, and serves as a welcome relief 





tumblers and singers that go to make 


| the Tower screen. 


| Benny Goodman in years. 
| grandeur, and what they get here | 


up the great bulk of variety bills 
these days. 

Picture is “Turn Off the Moon’ 
(Par). Business wasn’t so hot at the 
last show on Friday, and indications 


| are that business will continue on 


the meagre side all week. Gold, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 15. 


If house wants to get out of the 
family trade classification a few 
more acts like Harry Savoy and 
Garner, Wolfe and Hakins should 
turn the trick. These lads throw in 
some pretty blue lines. Regrettable, 
as both turns are capable of doing 
okay by themselves sans the in- 
digo. 

Garner, Wolfe and Hakins, billed 
as Ted Healy’s Three Stooges, 
among other things, use in toto the 
material they used in their pic, ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep) which is currently on 
Their antics on 
the screen sell best as boys look 
much cleaner via the camera. 

Harry Savoy spends a lot of time 
kidding the audience. They like it. 
Midway in his turn he brings on 
Louise Tobin, a looker, for cross-fire 
that doesn’t take. After her brief 
stay Savoy gathers momentum and 
closes with the mob in his pocket. 

Toy and Wing, good looking Chi- 
nese tap team, sell their standard 
tap routines nicely. Need a better 
opening as patter material is pretty 
weak. A winded tapper is still a 
better dancer than a comic. 

Bobby Short, ten-year-old Negro, 
Ellingtons a piano and thinpipes the 
vocals. Alert youngster with plenty 
of showmanship, his dental flashing 


| on completing tricky keyboard pas- 


sages, has plenty of what it takes. 
Arrangements are all from the same 
stamp, however. This is the act 
they talk about on leaving the house. 
Harlan Christie does a nice job of 
bringing on the acts in his twittery 
style. Lester Harding uncorks a 
couple of pops that get fine returns. 
House line fores, centers and afters 
in three routines lacking in produc- 
tion. Girls need something pretty 
badly in place of that slinky-arm 
gesture. There must be a couple of 
other ways in which to get across 
the idea of sophistication. Hoyt. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, May 14. 
Marquee being shared this week 


by Benny Meroff and Phil Regan. 
Neither particularly a b.o. name, but 
Paul Muni and Miriam Hopkins on 


the screen in ‘The Woman I Love’ | 


(RKO) should take care of that end, 
and, once inside, there’ll be no com- 
plaints from the customers. 

Meroft on his own is show enough, 
and Regan’s tossed in as an added 
attraction. Irish tenor, who’s come 
along rapidly since he made his air 


| debut in 1932, works in the middle of 


the band act with a male accompa- 
nist at pjano, and slings a flock of 
ballads across the platter with true 


Erin fervor. He has an unprofes- 
sional manner, always a selling point 
for a performer, and good vocai 
equipment that he sells with an en- 
gaging __ self-effacement. Comes 
through with the inevitable ‘When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ for the high 
spot of his turn, and could have 
taken a couple of added encores, but 


| smartly bowed out at the peak. 


Meroff has a new rhythm style he 
picked. up for the band in New Or- 
leans a couple of months ago. It’s 
called ‘Jibe,” and an offshoot of 
swing that goes in for even more 
stinging wood-wind effects. A modi- 
fication of out-and-out jam, it’s paced 
by Sal Franzella, Meroff’s new clari- 
netist, who’s the closest approach to 
Arrange- 
ments have been made for entire 
band, but best results at present are 
from a six-piece combo. 

Otherwise, the Meroff act is pretty 
much as was, a rapid-fire, slug-nutty 
hour that never lets up for a mo- 
ment. Meroff goes through his 
whole bag of tricks, playing practi- 
cally every instrument in the catalog 
—juggling, cartooning, dancing, etc. 
But his own stuff by no means hogs 
the proceedings, and he parcels out 
the honors among a flock of assist- 


| ants. 


Chief among the Meroff assets is 


| still rubber-faced Jackie Marshall, a 


clown whose forte is moronic hilari- 
ty. When he isn’t down front, he’s 
creating an uproar on the stand with 
his antics. Another comic who's 
good for flock of laughs is Larry 


Powell, who sharpens off most of his | 


amusing innings with Marshall. 
Two femmes with Meroff are in 
the family. Florence Gast (Mrs. 
Meroft) does a single song, with rib- 
bing interpolations by the better half 
for a sock turn, and Miss Sonya, 
maestro’s. sister, a vocalist who 


| works early in the act and punches 
| across a couple of pops in expert 
| fashion. 


For his encore finale Meroff beats 
the crew into another lather of ‘jibe.’ 
and mob’s reaction to the white heat 
rhythm indicates that the band defi- 
nitely has something. 

Dave Broudy’s pit outfit delivers a 
brief but effective overture. and Par 
newsreel and cartoon rouvd out bill. 
Slight drizzle resulted in slow oven- 
ing. Downstairs only about three- 


quarters, and balcony prettv Page ta is ‘Cafe Metropole.’ (20th). 


Cohen, 


—<—<——<———=2 


STATE, N. Y. 


First theatre date Paul Whiteman 
has played in some time, and the 
first time for the ace bandsman jn 
the number one Loew house. He 
provides excellent musical diver. 
sion and a varied program in which 
the specialists score. Notable that 
there are no femme entertainers jn 
the outfit, and they are not missed. 

Having come from a four weeks’ 
dafe at the Drake hotel, Chicago 
Whiteman is scheduled there for a 
theatre date after playing Washins- 
ton. The band then heads for Fort 
Worth for a second summer. Ar. 
rangements call for Whiteman’s ap- 
pearance in the Texas stand a week 
prior to the opening, June 20. 

For the State showing the act was 
routined for one hour, but is cut to 
48 minutes. Playing schedule calls 
for five shows daily, with a sixth 
agreed for Saturday and Sunday. 
There are 27 men _ batoned by 
Whiteman when he opens. with 
strains from the inevitable but al- 
ways welcome ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 
Plenty of strings used, there being 


bass. 
Corking semi-classical medley, 


‘Waltzing Through the Ages,’ includ- 
ed ‘Blue Danube,’ ‘Merry Widow,’ 


‘Good Old Summertime’ (with a 
street band interlude) and ‘Three 
o’Clock in the Morning.’ ‘Danube’ 


seems the favorite, judging from the 
audience response. Only one com- 
edy dash from Goldie, the trumpeter. 


The warblers, Bob Lawrence and 
James Brierly, are given billing 
along with several musicians who 
have been with Whiteman for years. 
At least another deserves the same 
on merit of performance. He is Al 
Goliadoro, a marvel with the saxo- 
phone, also playing a hot clarinet. 
Golladoro’s fingering of the stops 
with his sax is a revelation. He 
does ‘Nola’ as fast and as fault- 
lessly at Lopez on the piano. 


Lawrence uses the mike when he 
sings ‘All Points West,’ written for 
Whiteman by Rodgers and Hart. 
Bandsman mentions the composers 
twice. Brierly tenors Gene Buck’s 
infectious ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a 
Melody.’ For the swing number the 
top obrasses feature Teagarden, 
Trumbauer and Teagarden. 

Men are dressed in white flannels 
with black stiff-bosomed shirts and 
white ties. Whiteman and his men 
fuluy entertain with the class that 
has always been his. Screen feature 
is ‘Personal Property’ (Metro). 

Ibee. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 16. 

House takes four straight acts this 
week and whips ’em into a sock 
revue through putting Collias and 
Peterson in dual m.c. assignment, 
working Sybil Bowan in gags with 
them, and splitting the American 
Rockets into three appearances. 
House producer has managed it with- 
out sacrificing individuality of any 
act, and effect is informal without 
being loose. 

Opens with Twelve Rockets’ cow- 
boy tap spectacle, finishing with nice 
solo in same vein. Collins and Peter- 
son burst from opposite wings, make 
way to center mike on runway be- 
fore pit and patter explanation of 
joint emceeship, Peterson doing it 
straight and Collins, in gal’s smock, 
for no apparent reason, warning 
people that, no matter what his pal 
says, it’s a bad show. 

Three Arleys on next in two for 
{smash perch act. Trio wastes no 
time going through head-to-head 
ladder climb with girl up, chair bal- 
ancing on pole with man in the alr, 
femme doing head stand atop pole 
in turn balanced on man’s head, and 
the finish in which the girl is tw irled 
| from the slender rod in midair. | 
| Collins and Peterson, next, give 
the folks Sybil Bowan, who. has 
piano on stage but works entirely 
alone. Routine, which includes Bea 
Lillie song, Gloria Swanson dance 
and has-been film star, is same she 
| did earlier in season, but they still 
‘like it, and Mrs. Roosevelt imitation, 
| which she is smart enough not to 

try to top, has ’em roaring. 

Collins and Peterson on again to 
introduce Helene Dennizon, star of 
| Rockets, who works as separate act 
| under this week’s plan. Folks with 
an eye for beauteous toe dancing 
against sylvan backdrop give it nice 
hand, and bubble dance twist makes 
'for enough novelty to justify using 
| bit alone. C. and P. return, this time 
| for their big spot. Collins, working 
in knee breeches a la Coronation, 
| gives English patter up-to-date an- 
| gle, and, as always, boys get In 











| plenty of political gags for capital, 


consumption. Miss Bowan_ Slips 
/out onto runway during Collins 
trumpet solo, and eats lemon under 
his chin to bust up number making 
way for three-way chatter. Boys 
| even work Phil Lampkin, pit maes- 
tro, into act before they get off with 
| house in palm of their hands. ; 
| Rockets back to wind up show with 
smooth ballroom adagio number. 
working in pairs. trios and running 
girls in succession through cross- 
stage flips. 

Three Arleys will be dropped to- 
| morrow (17), when house starts pre- 
senting four winners in Metro trav- 
| eling studio screen test each show. 


Craig. 


nine fiddles and two cello, plus a‘ 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

Freezing or sizzling, sunny or 
moist, mame-bands pack Philly 
houses, as is demonstrated again 
with appearance of Guy Lombardo 
and Royal Canadian crew on Earle 
stage. Featuring on screen, ‘Way 
Out West’ (Metro), with Laurel and 
Hardy, who have a fair Philly fol- 
Jowing, house was nicely occupied 
when caught at 11:30 a. m. opener 
Friday. High school and college kid 
crowd was out in force, but there 
was also a healthy sprinkling of 
older heads. 

With only two extra attractions in 
Lombardo unit, show is a 
shorter than usual, and seems to end 
all too quickly. Could have well 
used one more number by the band, 
although whole set-up as it now 
stands is calculated to leave aud 
more than pleased. 

Unusual is ovation the gang gets 
on opening of the curtains. Partly 
due to nice appearance of the band 
and effective setting. Drops are very 
full and of greyish-silver silk mate- 
rial. Showed bandsmen off to ad- 
vantage in their red jackets. Seating 
of the orch also attractive, with the 
two pianos on one side, one back of 
and higher than the other. 

Following entrance theme, trio 
does ‘Little Old Lady.’ Carmen, ac- 
companied by muted trumpet, then 
goes into an arrangement of ‘This Is 
My Last Affair... The two ivory- 
thumpers are featured in ‘Midnight 
in Mayfair’ and also do a strong 
backing for brother Liebert chirping 
‘When My Dream Boat Comes Home,’ 
Carmen gets healthy plug from lead- 
er before trio goes into ‘Boo-Hoo,’ 
which he authored. Strong close is 
provided by trio doing ‘Love Bug’ 
with interpolations by brass. 

Accompanying the band are Gower 
and Jeanne, ballroom terpers, and a 
Bobazooka Burns’ protege, Rufe 
Davis. Dancing duo are a couple of 
kids with okay personalities who 
appear to be having a great time 
doing their stuff. 

Real applause grabber, however, is 
Davis. Seldom have Philly auds let 
themselves go in rafter-rattling ap- 
peais for more than they did when 
caught. Five encores leave the kids 
down front, and many of their 
elders, whistling and howling. Davis 
puts in hill-billy appearance with a 
banjo, but uses the warbling and | 


picking only as a vehicle for his | 


Herb. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 14. 

Mild show at Hipp this week with 
four acts using up 44 minutes in 
which to sell the customers some 
rather punchless doings. Featuring 
Tito Guizar, in the deuce spot. Rest 
of bill has Three Kitaros, Ross and 
Bennett and the Mattison Rhythms. 

Kitaros, two men and femme for 
dressing, Jap risley act, open with 
okay barrel juggling and usual bal- 
ancing stuff, finishing with a three 
high platform toss to position. Nice 
full stage flash with intermittent 
clowning good for some laughs. Tito 
Guizar on next, opens with a 
Spanish number, followed by ‘Si- 
boney’ and ‘Serenade in the Dark.’ 
Uses guitar for legit accompani- 
ment and has a good stage presence. 
Should dress more effectively. Caught 
opening show, was working in ordi- 
nary business suit. Can make better 
bid for femme response with snap- 
pier wardrobe. Sells very nicely and 
responds with ‘Good Night My Love’ 
for well-earned encore. 

Ideal spot for a comedy sock here, 
but Ross and Bennett are in the 
trey spot. Youthful talking song-and- 
dancers score fairly well with their 


real forte-sound effects. 


gags. Femme member, a_ giggly 
silly type, helps to sell. Boy con- 
tributes an okay dance interlude 


and closing song and dance of duo 
rates legitimate curtains. 

Mattison Rhythms, dance flash, 
working full stage and made up of 
four girls, the O’Connor Twins, Leo 
O'Neill and a boy singer, close mat- 
ters in good shape with a fast mov- 
ing hoofing session. O’Neill, in two 





little | 


| 
| 


| 


| lines with neither of the girls called | 


| 





| 


| 





ploits may have, she is hardly suited 
for vaude, even in this decadent pe- 
riod of variety. 

Act laid an egg at today’s opener, 
despite a fairly well-filled house, and 
the headliner failed to draw even 
a single bow. 

Holding over at the Orpheum for 
a second week, and scoring decisive- 
ly is Sherrill Cohen’s novelty act, 
‘How to Undress in Front of Your 
Husband.’ It’s a new type of strip 
act, excepting that it is done with 
finesse, lacking in any suggestive- 
ness and spliced with genuine com- 
edy. Pair of femmes and an an- 
nouncer are used. One of the girls, 
a looker, undresses as a _ refined 
woman might be expected to do. 
The other femme is a Bedelia type, 
showing the contrast by 
methods of disrobing. 

Commentator provides the comedy 


| upon to offer, dialog. Act is so geared | 
that it will fit in on any bill without 


giving offense. 

Opening turn is the Arizona Duo, 
pair of youthful ropers, who present 
a conventional rope spinning turn 
and fill the spot nicely. Undress act 
is spotted in deuce spot for holdover 
week, with Ted and Al Waldman, 
blackface comedy harmonica team, 
treying. Pair’s music is spiffy, but 
most of their gags run heavily to 
the blue. 

Mrs. (Barrie) Barrymore is in next 
to shut spot, with Medley and Du- 
pree, and an unprogrammed stooge, 
closing. Pair’s comedy singing and 
talking gets over for excellent re- 
sults, while stooge provides a few 


laffs. 

Screen has ‘Mama_ Steps Out’ 
(Metro) and ‘23% Hours Leave 
(GN). Edwa. 


Embassy Newalesl, N. -Y. 


The Coronation and the hold-over 
clips on the Hindenburg disaster 
dominate the otherwise dull news- 
reel panorama this week. 

Coronation footage, contributed by 
all the reels, did not cover the actual 
ceremony opening day (Friday), 
showing instead portions of the re- 
hearsal of the ceremonies and stock 
shots of the Royal Family. Embassy 
advertised the King’s Coronation 
speech, but this was covered by 
Pathe and Paramount only’ by 
showing folks listening in on the 
radio. RCA was heavily plugged 
in the Pathe footage, but Par 
ignored the company carrying the 
broadcast. Pathe also inserted still 
photos from childhood up of the 
new king, while Metro has some in- 
teresting footage on the reunion of 
the Duke of Windsor and Mrs. Wallis 
Simpson. Shows the ex-ruler de- 
parting hurriedly to see his future 
wife, but latter is included by a still 
photo only. 

Destruction of Bilbao, Spain’s Holy 
City, is also covered well by Metro, 
clip showing graphically the appall- 
ing desolation of a once thriving city 
via air raids. Also on the European 
front, Paramount reveals Mussolini 
dedicating a new motion picture 
studio in Italy. 

President Roosevelt telling a fish 
story in Galveston, Texas (Metro) 
and the San Francisco hotel strike 
(Universal), are about the only 
other portions of the reels this week 
which can be put into the spot-news 
class. The excellent Fox and Para- 
mount shots of the actual explosion 
of the Hindenburg are augmented 
currently by the services for the 
Zep’s dead by Universal and cover- 
age by Paramount of the investiga- 
tion proceedings at Lakehurst. 

Femmes are well taken care of by 
extensive street, bridal and beach 
fashion shots by Fox and U, and 
that just about ends the interesting 
celluloid in this week’s melange. 
Rest are stock or routine clips, aug- 
mented by a travelogue covering 
Java. Scho. 


DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, May 15. 
Haven MacQuarrie, his assistant 


separate spots, comes through with | and pianist, three in all, try to put 


some okay routines which he sells 
capably. 


Picture is ‘Thunder in the City’| the box office. 
Dionne Quintuplets | bill, or pictures as Manager Dave 


(Col) plus 
(Pathe) in an entertaining short. 
Burm. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 12. 
Elaine (Barrie) Barrymore will 
have to get new material or at least, 


| 


|a good sprinkling of shorts, would | more insinuating. 


| 
| 


on a stage show at the Denham, 
and it does not mean a thing at 
In fact, a double 


Cockrill runs them, single bill with 


have meant more. 

In the first place scripts that have 
been aired on the Chase & Sanborn 
hour are being used. Of course, it 


would have run the cost up a few | 


idollars (but only a few surely) to 


some kind of a sketch with comedy | 


lines and situations, if she is to con- | 


tinue in vaude. The Ariel, who made 
newspaper history in her pursuit of 
Calaban, makes her local vaude 


have a series of new scripts. Maybe 
MacQuarrie thinks his radio program 
did not reach theatregoers, and that 
new scripts would have been a use- 
| less expense. Those who both heard 


debut here at the Orpheum, topping | the airings and see the show in Den- 
the show in billing, but occupying| ver fail to do much boosting, and in 


the lowest bracket in point of per- 
formance. 


Ex-Mrs. John Barrymore is ap- 


pearing in a one-act sketch titled| nine 
The Talented Talcotts,’ with Eddie | stage. : : 
Franz playing the lead role opposite,| the sort of talent that applies—in | 
It’s a weak yarn built around the| fact some of it was fair-to-middling. | 
personal battles of a married vaude| But a name or two should be sent | 


'a town no bigger than Denver that 
sort of thing travels fast. 

On the show caught there were 
boys and 15 girls on the 
It’s no fault of MacQuarrie’s 


team, with the scene laid in a dress-| along. MacQuarrie means nothing to 
ing room of a small theatre. Franz| film fans, and if only for goodwill 
Carries the bulk of the turn andj|alone Warner Bros. should have been 
| willing to have spent a few grand 
pected considering the material he! to make the show pull. 


does as good a job as could be ex- 


has to work with. Miss Barrie fails 


to display any unusual histrionic| Secretary’ ( 


screen is ‘Her Husband's 
), and business at the 


On the 


ability and aside from what draw!early bargain matinee Saturday was 


her name and her matrimonial ex-| 


very poor. Rose. 


slipshod | 


| company. 


| Grand Central, N. Y. 


(SHORT FEATURES THEATRE) 

Grand Central theatre (located on 
upper train level in the Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal) enjoyed a swank 
opening attended by social celebs, in- 
dustry representatives and the press 
on May 11. The theatre, which is the 
largest regularly operated newsreel 
house located in a railway station in 
the world, opened its doors to the 


public the following day, running on 
a 9 a.m. until midnight schedule. 
While the new spot will not de- 
pend strictly on newsreels for its 
| programs, much of the screen mate- 
} rial will come from the news week- 
|} lies ef which four now have been 
| contracted. Of the remaining time 
} 





on the 50 to 60-minute show sked, 
cartoon comedies, 
outstanding short features will be 
used. Thus, on the opening ‘bill, be- 
sides the selected clips from 
newsreels, “The Servant of the Peo- 
ple’ (Metro deluxe two-reel histor- 
ical-dramatic subject), and a cartoon 
comedy rounded out the screen fare. 

Theatre naturally expects its big 
grosses to come from the quick turn- 
over, brief programs and long grind 
since the cozy house seats only 242, 
with room for more than 70 standees. 
Besides catering to the travel public, 
with the management counting on 
grabbing its share of about 350,000 
persons passing through the terminal 
daily, the Grand Central naturally 
will benefit from its close proximity 
to numerous hotels and east side 
office buildings in the neighborhood. 
No other theatre of this type is 
within reasonable walking distance. 

An unusual feature of the theatre 
auditorium is the daylighting, 
achieved with regular projection. 
The RCA equipment includes such 
high-intensity projection that virtu- 
ally normal lighting is used through- 
out the performances. This is an- 
other practical development of the 
drop-in policy. Another.is the ar- 
rangement of seats to permit easy 
passage between rows. A third is the 
pitched floor which makes the vision 
of each seat holder excellent. An- 
other practical feature of the appeal 
to traveling public is the clock, with 
illuminated dial, located to the right 
of the screen. 


Auditorium section is framed with 
a background of pine boards, de- 
signed to carry out the restful at- 
mosphere. This unusual motif is the 
idea of John Sloan, of Sloan & Rob- 
ertson, architects for the house, and 
president of the theatre operating 
Sloan also is identified 
as a commissioner of the state racing 
board. This quiet mood for the the- 
atre interior is in direct contrast to 
the French renaissance of the Grand 
Central station. 


The lounging room, immediately 
off the entrance to the _ theatre 


proper, is decorated in novel fashion 
by Tony Sarg. With the new theatre 
already pointed out by permanent 
signs throughout the station, the 
management expects this lounge to 
be a central meeting place for those 
having appointments to meet friends 
in the railway depot. David Dubin, 
veteran showman and_ exchange 
executive, is theatre manager. Wear. 





SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, May 3. 

With Scala closing down anyway 
for June and July, the management 
is playing cautious with a light- 
weight payroll. 

The Four Gastons do somersaults 
from one bar to the other without 
touching the trampoline. This and 
other tricks make good No. 1 stuff, 
but not too well sold. In the deuce 
is Terra, rapid-fire modeller, who 
easily fulfills brag to sculpt Wagner 
in one minute. The Diecks offer 
standard cycling, punched by a guy 
who rides down a ladder and up 
onto a platform, finishing in a 
somersault. 

Fritz Hiddessen, plus easel, m.c.’s 
through first half with comic gab 
and drawings. With each 





and his. chatter 
He's a good artist, 
| but handicapped, when caught, by 
|a house three-quarters empty. Mimi 
| is a contortionist with a pretty smile 
land loads of pep whom the aud 
liked. Three Orfatis tumble and 
acro with tempo and plenty of style. 
Specialty is a three-man stand with 
the middle one balanced horizontally 
between. Done with exceptional 
| ease, the act goes over well. Frank 
| Eders, billed as the laughing Her- 


more suggestive 


} 


cules, is a pleasant strong-arm guy | 


who keeps gigantic lead balls and 
between 


| bullets in constant motion 
| his chest and back of the neck. 
personality, nonchalance and humor 
and gets a lot of well-deserved palm 
patting. Anita Spada, blonde looker, 
| does two chirps at the mike. Pipes 
are okay, but ditties not vaude fod- 
| der. Gracie Schenck, acrobatic 
' dancer, is more acrobat than dancer. 
| Joe Mara’s theatre within a thea- 
tre, marionette stuff, is much too 
weak and unoriginal fare for the 
| Seala. Ruth and Herby, mixed terp 
duo, appear new and insecure and 
do only one number, which is just 
las well. 

Next to closing is the eagerly 
awaited Meister-Sextette, formerly 


| 


travel novelties or | 


the | 


appear- | 
| ance his black and whites get a little | 


Has | 


—2 





billed as the Comedian Harmonists. 
They croon and harmonize, adding 
hefty chunk of refined clowning, 
which clicks big. Open with ‘Beau- 
tiful Blue Danube,’ doing in all two 
sentimentals and two comics. Stamp- 
ing and palming bring them back 
for an encore. 

O’Donnell and Blair, in 
spot, give the folks hokum galore. 
| Ten minutes of everything and 
everybody socking everybody else 
and those out front, holding their 
sides, are loath to go home. It's 
'an American act Which has been 
|; booked on the Continent for the last 
four months and is doing so nicely 
here it looks if the two-week 
stand at the Scala will be extended 
to the end of the month 


closing 





as 


| STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 14. 
Six crack acts, and two routines by 
house line make up the best bill this 
house has seen in many months. 
Opens with a not too entertaining 


| * 
} rautine by house line. Dressed well, | 


|but novelty of squatting to show 
| baby faces painted on tops of hats, 
while knocking out a _ tap 
| with shoes on hands doesn’t shape 
|up. Same line in closing spot looks 
|exactly the opposite. First time the 
| new girls have been introduced, and 
| here they all do specialties, singly 
land in teams. 

| Standouts are singing number by 


|Ona Jones, and tap sister-act of 
Evelynne Ward and Ruth Gans. 
Handled by Verne Buck, m. c. and 


orchestra leader since house opened, 
it gets the friendly spirit across in 
great style. 

Moroni and Coralee, openers. get 
away to a slow start, in their hand 
balancing-acrobatic turn. Couple of 


clever shoulder and head spir~, ex- 
cellently timed, pick it | and 
they’re bang-up at the finis Girl 


man partner, 
awkwardness. 

Only thing about Barry and Whit- 
lege, in the second spot, 
changed is some of the chatter ma- 
terial, and his pants. Switched to 
striped slacks now, instead of striped 
formals. Fresh material is as good 
as the old. They remain a top act. 
Little too smart for this audience. 

In stage presentation, Bliss, Lewis 
| and Ash, Will and Gladys Ahern, and 
' Muriel Parker all get away with the 
customers wanting more. 
Parker, soprano, doing a 


in accent, and 





classical 


semi-classical, and folk song routine, 
looks to be a cinch for a holdover. 


a girl, tap trio are zingo all the way. 
Toe tap routines done on prop drum, 
and military trio, as finish, are fine. 
Next comes Will and Gladys 
Ahern, solid click. Gags are new, 
rope tricks different than anybody 
else’s, and yippee singing along with 


girl’s dancing has ’em right off 
their seats. Mexican and ‘Calamity 
Jane’ stuff still in, and still triple 


bang. 

Picture is ‘Night Key’ (U), and last 
show opening day saw house near 
capacity. Loop. 


LOEW’S MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 16. 
Harry Anger, working with some- 


what scanty material and lacking 
variety, puts over a_ fast-paced, 
smartly-costumed show here cur- 


rently to a better than average house 
at Friday’s (14) opening night. 
Eddie Sanborn’s orch, opening the 
show, grabs applause in stunts 
volving lining up brasses in upper 
boxes to spotlighted instrumentation, 
fiddles in lowers, piano and singers 
on stage and finally curtain rising to 
orch 


jn- 





support of first turn by McKay and 


La Vallee, who clown and do some 
knock-about stunts, building up to 
soft shoe stepology and a flock of 
flips. They get a call and return for 
a drunk scene. Nicely put across 
with enough pseudo rough stuff to 
| gain plenty of laughs and closing with 
| flips from sitting position and flip- 
| ping off stage. 
| the 


Bliss, Lewis and Ash, two men and | of the biz, he might consider being 


routine | 


| it emphatic, 
j tion as 


does the talking for both herself and 
affects 





| Follow Up Comment 


(Continued from page 44) 








increasing lack of Wwoman-appeal 
news has not already done so. 

Doubtful if ‘Hymns of All 
Churches’ belongs on this program, 
destroying any build-up the rest of 
the show gives. It lacks vitality. 
Other two shows on the hour — 
‘Betty and Bob’ and Betty Crocker’s 
cookery session—are splendid models 
of their kind. Former, now as ever, 
standard for housewife ap- 
peal, with mystery, intrigue and do- 
tv. Betty Crocker’s food talks 


mesticil 
are nicely done. 


{ ‘ 
seus a 


Ronald Colman, Madeleine Carroll, 
Raymond Massey, C. Aubrey Smith, 
Yavid Nivens, Ray Noble and Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr., broadcast a 
tribute to Britain’s new King and 
Queen over NBC and BBC from the 


sound stage of Selznick’s Interna- 
tional sound stage, Culver City. It 
was not so much what they said— 


the traditionally formal, even rever- 
ential note was sounded—as the fact 
a group of box office names had been 
rounded up for a broadcast which 
made good mid-afternoon reception 
for American dialers and must have 


constituted popular stuff for early 
evening loudspeakering in England. 
Apparent that the thespians were 
mindful of the impression they 
would leave with the folks back 
home. 

Fairbanks, of course, had less to 


think about on this score. He made 
following an introduc- 
emcee in which he was re- 
ferred to as an ‘American ambassa- 
dor of good will to England,’ that he 
felt as American ‘as an Indian chief.’ 
He was breezier and a trifle more 
informal than the Britishers. 

retired 


John McCormack, having 


|}and given up singing forever and a 


that’s | 
| sang a couple of numbers. 


on 


Hall 


the Bing 
hour and 
Numbers 


day, 
Crosby 


duly appeared 
Kraft Music 


| weren't important, nor for that mat- 


Muriel | 


(even with Faust’s ‘Angel Chorus’) | 


| 





1) Pulitzer 


| 


Duval, magician, in| 


| ter the fact that he had come out of 


retirement at his very first moment 
after announcing it. What counted 
was the fact that the Irishman was 


in rare good humor and had himself 
a royal good time all through the 


program, clowning with Crosby, Bob 
Burns and Lionel Stander in no 
amateur manner. 

It was good fun throughout, and, 
if McCormack really means it, about 
quitting the concert stage, but wants 
to shift over to some other branch 
an m.c. He could get away with it. 

Phil Baker has dug himself up a 
new comic named Shimen Ruskin, 
Shimen comes from Yiddish legit by 
way of WPA to the current cast of 
‘Having a Wonderful Time’ at the 
Lyceum, N. Y., and appeared on the 
Baker program for the fourth time 
Sunday night. He has only a minor 
bit in the play and had just a line or 
two on the first broadcast, but he’s 
had a healthy chunk of dialog Sun- 
day night and handled it well. 

Nothing unusual in his delivery on 
the air, striking very much the same 
key as other Jewish comics, but 
that’s a fault of the dialog, which 
was none too good. He got his 
points over and helped the program 
considerably. 

Incidentally, that ‘Three Trees’ 
item, as recited by Harry McNaugh- 
ton and played on the whatchama- 
callit by Baker is a peach of a nume- 
ber and a real highlight. 

CBS Workshop offering Sunday 
night consisted of a radio play writ- 
ten by William Stephen Benet, 
Pulitzer prize poet, called ‘Paul 
Revere. It was written especially 
for air presentation and was not 
good from either an artistic, a poetic 
or a radio standpoint. But it brought 


wind) ’ Tel . . . . 
swinging hot melodies on} forth quite distinctly the possibili- 
stage. ties of the medium, much more so 
House line is shown tossing| than did the first in this series, a 
around in feathers at back. act special radio-poem by — another 


prizer, Archibald MacLeish, 
‘The City of Panic.’ 

There is room on the air channels 
for fine drama, or poetry, or a com- 


bination form of both, and Irving 
Reis is making important experi- 
ment: CBS management tolerance 


is there, as well as the technical co- 
operation. All that is now needed 
is scripts, and those cannot come be- 
fore the writers conquer the medium, 


| Thus MacLeish’s effort was too dim 


and Benet’s work was played down 
too much. Type of audience which 
would listen in to this sort of proe 


| gram in the first place must not be 


deuce, has a pleasant manner 
and though he does nothing new, 
| flicking scores of yards of dry good: 
;}from hats, tubes and hands, is ap- 
| preciated by the crowd. This act 
jalso has a backing from girl line} 
|coming on in long blue dresses to} 


put on imitation conjuring act. 

Line in 18th century costumes 
| back for Clark and Eaton, tumblers 
and acrobats. in the trey, who have 
| routine act, but who later in the 
show return for some stand-out pos- 
ing and strong man stuff that get 
them the nearest approach to an en- 


| Fennelly and Edgar Stehli- 


core in the entire show. Final act 
|is Charles Granese, Jean Granese 
| and Tito di Fiori. Girl sings at| 
mike and is interrupted by the two 
men, who rib each other in dialect 
from a box, coming on stage for a 
trio. Show closes with line back a 
doughboys with rifles in a snappy 
drill routine. 

‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Navy 





Biues’ (Rep) on screen, Lane. 


played down to; they do have 
intelligence. 
Benet piece 


me 
was acted by Parker 

and very 
good, too. There was an uncredited 
female voice which could have been 
improved upon, 





Bert Lahr is the victim of some of 
the most description-defying mate- 
rial ever inflicted upon a comedian 
on a night-time program. One 
trained and tortured line of al- 
leged comedy after another sinks 
Lahr in a marsh of sheer silliness. 

Advertising agency must share the 
odium. It bespeaks a drastic failure 
know what can suffice at night. 
Its daytime sloppiness made the 
more glaring because it follows W. C. 
Fields and the sophisticated Chase 


to 


| & Sanborn program, 
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NEXT WEEK (May 24) 
THIS WEEK (May 17) 


show, whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 














RKO 


| 





CHICAGO 
Palace (14) 
Roxvettes 
Red Skelton 
Buster Shaver 
Bredwins 
Stanley 2 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (21) 





(14) 
Chester Hale Co | 
Anita Jacoby | 
Paul Kirkland j 


Louise Massey Co 
Lew Parker Co 
Arrabelle Rich Co 
Harlemaniacs 


KANSAS CITY 

















| 
Cab Calloway Bd Mainstreet (14) 
Lindy Hoppers Mogul 
| 
NEW YORE CITY PITTSBURGH 
State (20) Stanley (21) 
Robbins Fam . ae ~ ten 
Raymond Wilbert Shep Fields Orc | 
Anna May Wong WASHINGTON 
Smith & Dale Capitol (21) _ 
Enoch Light Ore Paul Whiteman Or 
AT THE 


Dir: 


ST. REGIS, NEW YORK 


VIENNESE ROOF 
A. ROBINS 
LEDDY & 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SMITH 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 

Condos Bros 
Vice Hyde 
Mary Small 
Iris Green 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (21) 
Benny Goodman Bd 
Larry Blake 
Peg LaCentra 
Dale Winthrop 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Ice Follies 
Oriental (21) 
Heloise Martin 
DETROIT 
Michigan (21) 





M Gainsworth 
Terry Howard Co 
Jones & Lee Rev 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (21) 
Aunt Jemima 
Lester Cole Co 
Littlejohns 
Maud Hilton 
Barr & Estes 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (21) 
Kings Scandals 
TORONTO 
Shea’s (21) 
Goss & Barrows 
Sylvia Manon Co 
McKay & Lavelle 
Duval Co 


Co 











Mady & Cord Camilla’s Birds 
LANCASTER PITTSBURGH 


Capitol (19-20) 
Sally Rand Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (21) 
Allen & Kent 
Stepin Fetchit 
Calif “pore 

4) 


Guy Lombardo Orc 
Nixon (19-21) 

$3 0O'Hea Sis 

6 Step Sis 
Oxtord (20-22) 





Fenwick & Cook 


Stanley (21) 
Shep Fields Ore 
(14) 


Benny Meroff Ore 


Phil Regan 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (21) 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
) 


( 

Hal Kemp Ore 
WILMINGTON 
Queen (24-26) 

Sally Rand Rev 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (21) 
Tyler, Thorn & P 
3 Randall Sis 
Pinkey Lee Co 
H MacQuarrie Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (21) 
Mills Bros 
Lewis & Ames 
Ray Vaughn 
Don Alvin Co 
Ward, Pinkie & T 
(14) 
Ted Lewis Bd 








Indiana (21) 

F Henderson Ba 
Chuck & Chuckles 
(14) 

Jan Garber Rad 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (21) 
Bartell & Hurst 4 

Elsie Gilbert 

Hap Hazard Co 

3 Short Waves 

MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (22) 

Maj Bowes Unit 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Warner (21-24) 

Faith Bacon 





London 





Week of May 17 


Canterbury M. H, 

Ist half (17-19) 
4 Alexanders 
Jimmy Elliott 

2d half (20-22) 
Kit-Kat Serenaders 
Devon & Wayne 

Dominion 

Conella’s Co 

Trocadero Rest 
Billy Bennett 
Hildegarde 
Bruce Bairnsfather 
Verdy & Lee 
Jos Satarino 
Maurice 

Victoria Palace 

(17-24) 

Florence Desmond 
Will Mahoney 
Vie Oliver 
Bernice Stone 
Revnell & West 
Wilson, Keppel & B 


Paul Remos Co 
Talo Boys 
Joe Griffin 


Evie Hayes 
16 Vic Palace Gls 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Harry Fryer Bd 
Harry Helmsley 
Sonia & Tania 


| I 
| « 


Devon 
2d ! 


& Wayne 
valf (20-22) 


4 Alexanders 


Jimmy 


LE 
Ernest 
Wyn 

LEY 


Griffit! 


|} Jan Z 
lo Bros 


KENT 


i j 


rqui 
ILD 


Teddy 


SHEPH’RDS 


Elliott 
IWISHAM 
Palace 


Shannon 


& Hurwyn 


TONSTONE 
Rialto 


_ 


Usk 

ROAD 

Astoria 
Joyce 


Be 
BUSH 


Pavilion 


Don 


tico 


Bd 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 


Levan 


la 


| Chris Charlton Co 


STREATHAM 





} 


Mario de Pietro 
Palace 
Ernest Shannon 
Wyn & Hurwyn 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Lee Donn 
Jones & Thomas 
Jose Moreno 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Lester &Cranston 
3 Hiltons 
Roper & Maisie 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Anton Bd 
Oliver Wakefield 
Nora Williams 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Loranna 
Thorp & Stanton 








Astoria G & J D’'Ormonde 
Harry Fryer Bd Tex McLeod 
Provincial 
Week of May 17 
ABERDEEN HUDDERSFIELD 
Tivoli Ritz 
Dave Willis Union Cinema Bd 
Jimmy McKinlay Gypsy Nina 
Terry Wilson Donald Stuart 
Ormonde Sis Hollis Bros 
Vera McLean IPSWICH 
John Tiller Gis Ritz 
Cliff Harley Terry's Juves 
Florence Hunter Sam Rayne 
Jee Boys Reg Redcliffe 
J & P Desmond a a ™ 
ALDERSHOT KINGSTON 
Ritz Empire 
Billy Cotton Bd Thorburg Bd 
ASHTON UNDER & J O'Gorman 
LYME Pepino’s Cireus , 
Empire Robinson & Martin 
Kiltie Jrs Sparkes Bros 


Scott Sanders 
Hobart 3 
BARNSLEY 


Lassiter 


Phileo 
Paddy 


Ritz 
Bros 

4 

Drew 


4 Darlings 


BEXLEY 


Hower 
Lipton 
Cheste 
Harris 


HEATH 
Regal 

& Rutherf'd 
ettes 

r's Dogs 

on Vinney 


CAMBRIDGE 


Nina 
Dave 
Veroni 


Edmund 


Cinema 

M McKinney 
Seed Co 

ea Brady 
Boys 


D Denny 3 


Dorothy 


Stevens 


CARDIFF 
Empire 
Irene Mansell 
CHATHAM 
Ritz 
Roy Fox Bd 
Royce & King 
Haig & Escoe 
EASTBOL RKNE 
Luxor 


Ei Cubano Bad 


Stanley & 
Marion 


Young 
Navarre 


O'Shea & Joan 
EKECCLES 
Broadway 


Stefan 
Stanfo 


i Songsters 
rd & McN 


Carsons 


Louis 
ED 


Almaer 
INBURGH 
Royal 


Gold & Cordell 
4 Smith Bros 


Gintar 


Clarke 


Denve 


oO 
& Murray 
r & Emons 


Roy Davey 


ELTHAM 


Linga 


Ann 
Brase 
Chas 
K & 


Tony 


Mexa 


Maca 
M & 





Gaumont 
Jasper Maskeleyne 
David 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Lester & Cranston 
3 Hiltons 
Roper & Maisie 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Dolinoff & R 
Gus Elton 
3 Willards 
Rich & Calvin 
Premier 
Levanda 
Kingsley & Ford 
Rich & Galvin 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
JI D’Ormonde 
Me Leod 


| CAMDEN TOWN 


Dora 


Sis 


G& 
Tex 
Leo & tu 
FINSBURY 
Astoria 
Evelyn Pall 
Sam Brown 
Ambrose Swing 8% 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Don Rico Hd 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Yst half (17-19) 


eect 


PARK | 





Kit-Kat Seren'ders 


Maca 
Beryl 
teco 


Rert 


Con 


J & 


Younkman 

Demain 

E & S Stanton 
FALMOUTH 


Ziganos 
Fields & 


Victor 
Trevor 


Alfredo 
Henry D 


Palace 
Ba 


Ritz 

Ba 
Rossint 

Singh Co 
Moreton 


llos 
Seltzer 


J Winnon 
FARNSWORTH 


Ritz 
Gerrard 
‘LASGOW 


Co 


Paramount 
Radio 
GRAVESEND 


Roundup 


Majestic 
no Kad 
onald & G 
H Nesbitt 


HASTINGS 


Regal 
Ore 
Adams 


iy & Cullen 
HEREFORD 


Kemble 

ri Serenaders 
Orde 

& May 
Weston 


jasyl 


Kenna 


KE Desmond 


Henen Binney 
May Jack & Buddy 
Slim Rhyder 
Union 
Douglas Wakefield 
6 Clevettes 
Don & Dorette 
Culpit & Glenrose 
LIVERPOOL 
Paramount 
Carlyle Cousins 
Houston & Stewart 
Marie Hollis 
Flack & Lucas 
Shakespeare 
Robb Wilton 
Chas Higgins 
S & M Harrison 
3 Raye Sis 
8 Harlem Pages 
Harry Carlton 
Herry Welchman 
Matt & Billie 
Yeltoni 3 
LEEDS 
Paramount 
Rimacs 
LEVERSHULME 


Kingsway 
Kiltie Jrs 
LUTON 
Alma 
Geo Rebey 
Kadex 4 
Act Superb 
Satsuma & Ona 
MAIDSTONE 
Ritz 


Roy Fox Bd 
Haig & Escoe 
Youce & King 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Al Bowly 
Pola & Stanley 
OXFORD 
Ritz 
Douglas Byng 
Elray & Dorothy 
Delfont & Toko 
D'Amzelle & Boy 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Payne Bd 
Jimmy James 
Claude Williams 
Michaelson 
Janet Joy 
Gladys Chapelli 
J & L Grayson 
SIDCUP 
Royal 
Younkman Bd 
Demain 
E & S Stanton 
SLOUGH 
Adelphi 
El Roma Bd 
4 Blondes 
Mayer & Kitson 
Lorandos 
SOL THEND 
Rivoli 
Tom Handley 
Fayre 4 
Kondo & 
Cliff Cook 
TUNB'DGE WELLS 
Ritz 
4 Aces 
Les 
Duncan's Collies 
| Nicol & Martin 
WOKING 
Ritz 
Billy Cotton Ra 
YARMOUTH 
Regal 
Florence Oldham 
3 Loose Screws 


Jack 


Hanaky 


Ross 

















Wheeler & Wilson Act Superb 
Edna Ashby Satsuma & Ona 
Cabaret Bi 

aret Bills 

Barney Gallant's Bill's Gay 90's 
June Elkins Eddie Leonard 
Luan King Joe Howard 
3 Musical Rogues Rudy Madison 
Meri & Meriam Spike Harrison 

ve . : 
Bertolotti’s net prone 

tenon. Cente Que Henry Lamart 
Tommy Harris Ore Cafe Ball 
Yula Flournoy Chie Farmer 
Nysa Alna Eddie Lambert 
Joyce Faye Roger Steele Orc 
Greta Lewis | Jack Waliace Orc 


Club Mirador 


Margie Hart 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Vie Hyde 

Alma Bray 

Joan Vickers 

Pearl Reynolds 
Warren & Bodee 
Red McKenzie Ore 
Rita Renaud 

Phil Saxe 

Milly Convey 
Caliente 
Raborn 
Helen Shaw 

Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 

3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Beth 


Chateau Moderne 
Louise Raymond 
Allan Foster 

Al Apollon Orc 


Club Gaucho 
Vacearo’s Orch 
Diaz 
Trini Plaza 
Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 

Club Howdy 
John Adams 
Al Benson 
Shirley Watts 
Neil Stone 


Jose 


Club Yumuri 
Antonio & Carito 
Sarita Herrara 
Rosita Ortega 
Don Hilberto Ore 


’ Cotton Club 
Ethel Waters 
Geo D Washington 
Nicholas Bros 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Bessie Dudley 
3 Giants of R’yth’'m 
Ivie Anderson 
Alan & Anise 
Mardo Brown 
May Digges 
Wen Talbert Choir 
Ed Mallory Orch 
Bill Bailey 

Jack Dempsey’'s 
E Carpenter 

Du Pierrot’s 


Joe Feser Ens 
Jane Stanley 

Tom & Charlie 
Louise Brydon 


El Chico 


Ore 


Chita 2 
Lon Rancheros $3 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Rosita Rios 

Don Alberto Ore 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
El Toreador 
Don Juan Ore 
Maida & Cortez 
French Casino 


Adalet 

Feral Benga 

Betty Brite 

Betty Bruce 
Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 

Rolf Holbein 


Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Florence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 
Vega Asp 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
V Travers Ore 
C Cromwell Ore 
Frolies 


Ralph Watkins Ore 
Martin’s Rh'mba Or 
Joe Lewis 
Oshins & Lessy 
Harriet DeGoft 
Patsy Ogden 
Johnny Coy 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Aileen Cook 

Vera Dunn 

Peter Randall 

Ann Stuart 

Duryea's Dolis 

Variety 4 

Clyde Brennan Orc 

Guido's 

Barry Winton Ore 

Don Alfredo Ore 

Vernon Rickard 

Pierce & Harris 

Sue Morgan 
Harlem Uproar 

Erskine H'wkins Bd 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Edna Mae Holley 

Sddie Harron 

B, Castle & Scott 

Mae Brown 

Willie Jackson 

Tiny Bunch 

Lovey Lane 

Fairbanks Sis 

Dee L McKay 

Ebony Rascals 

Fred & Ginger 

Edwards Sis 

Pauline Bryant 

Thelma Middleton 
Hlickory tflouse 

Joe Marsala Ore 

Adele Girard 

Jim Moorehead 

H'lyw'd Restaurant 

Mitchell Ayres Orc 

Jean Sargeant 

June Lorraine 

Del Casino 

6 Debonairs 

Tania & Kirsoff 

L. Manning & Mitzi 

Kay Taylor 

Bobby Joyce 


Ted Adair 

Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 

Agnes & T Nip Jr 
Ruth Gaylor 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
H W Thompson 


Eugene Leri 

Motel Astor 
Eddie Elkins Ore 
Campbell's Roy’ists 
Floria Vestoff 

Hotel Biltmore 
Carl Hoff Ore 
Florence & Alvarez 
3 Internationals 
Albernice 

Hote) Edison 
Bobby Haves Ore 
Ralph *Torres 
Theodora Brooks 
Oscar Deve 
Muriel Byrd 





Bob Berry 


Hotel Essex Uouse 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Harris & Ashburn 
4 Rhythym Boys 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Hote) Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Phil D'Arcy Orc 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Hotel Lexington 
Shirley Lloyd 
Jeno Bartal Ore 
Motel Lincoln 
{sham Jones Ore 
Hotel MeAlpio 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 
A Gonzales Ens 
Muriel Sherman 
Hotel Montctate 
(Casino-in-the- Air) 
Coral Isian«dere 
Hal Hope Ore 
Herb Weil 
Electronic 
Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Room) 
Joe Cappi Ore 
Nancy Garner 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Summer Terrace) 
Evelyn Chandler 
Baptie & Lamb 
Hotel Park Central 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
James Costello 
Brown & Ardsley 
The Crackerjacks 
Elaine & Barry 
Hotel Park Lane 
Junior Raphael Ore 
| Hotel Penrsyvivania 
Bunny Berigan Orc 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Trent Patterson 
Toni Gaye 
Arno & Zola 
Jerry Stewart 
Dave Schooler Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Anne Heath 
Peppino & Camilile 
Motel Plaza 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Chas Dornberger Or 
3 Internationals 
Hotel Savo, -Plaze 
Ray & G McDonald 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hotel Shelton 
Joseph Zatour Ore 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 


Eli Dantzig Ore 
3 Mack Bros 
Rita 

Hotel St. Morits 
Jack Sherr Orc 
yrisha 

Hotel St. Regis 


(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Henry Dick 
A. Robins 

Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 

Hotel Vanderbilt 
Eddie Lane Ore 
Goodelle & Farries 
Dorothy Howe 

Hote! Waldort- 

Astoria 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Edgar Bergen 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Eve Symington 
Georges & Jalna 

Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Orc 


Hotel Weslin 


Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Lionel Rand Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Jimmie Costello 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Laurel-in-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
fiona & Marina 
Fred Berhens Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Cookie Williams Or 
Maryon Dale 
Siboney 4 
Roy Rector 
Dilla Dau 
Alice Wellman 
Jim Karney 
Wanda Goll 
Leon & Eddie’s 
William Farmer Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Rose Blane 
Billy Reed 
Nelsons Cats 
Lea Perrin 
Haines 
Lane & Car 


Tate & § 
rol 

Merry-Go-Round 
Nadia Kortez 
Sylvie St Claire 
Harry Rosenthal Or 
Boris Koretzky Ens 
Tony Sarg Co 

Mon Paris 

sdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Marion Piers 
Versatile 


Gene Fo 


Mori’s 
Vincent Sorey Ore 
Louise Richardson 
Loui Catiero 
| Onyx Club 


16 Spirits of Rhythm 
Lana Webster Or 
Paradise 

Janice Anore 
Richard & Carson 
Shea & Raymond 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Mary Roland 
Billy & B Bemis 
3 Cossacks 





| 





Florence & Alvarez 
Johnny Russell 
Jay Freeman Ore 


Place Elegante 
Bill Farrell 
Mario Basini 
Toto Canglosi 
Rex Gavitte 
Larry Mado Ore 

Rainbow Grill 


Emery Deutsch Ore 
Dee Collins 
Evalyn Tyner 
Cc & L Benner 
Glover & La Mae 
Rainbow Koom 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Eleanor Sheridan 
Pr. Sydney Ross 
Evelyn Tyner 
Alec Templeton 
Eddie LeBaron 
Stork Club 


Ore 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 
Hughie Barrett Ore 
Ubangi Club 
Ovie Alston Orc 


3 Gobs 

Otis Brown 
Mae Johnson 
Tondelayo 
Gladys Bentley 


Valhalla 


Maurice Shaw Ore 
Marita 

Lorraine Barrett 
Rond Hal 


Versailles 

Lee Wiley 
Freddie Zay 
S Morgan Dancers 
Meadowbrook Boys 
Hawaiian Seren’d'rs 

Village Barn 
Larry McMahon 
5 Flying Whirlos 
Willie Solar 
M Montgomery 
Barnet & Parker 
Iva Kitchell 
Bourbon & Baine 
Jean Kirk 
Hank Ramsey 
Johnny Russell 
Ruth Craven 
Tex Lewis Cowboys 


Village Brewery 
Marty Herbert 





LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Rruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Yacht Club 


Jimmy Burns 
Ann Pennington 
3 Racket-Cheers 
Tiny Wolf 
Johnny & George 
Art Stanley Ore 


Beverly Wilshire 
Royal Hawaiians 
Harry Owens Ore 
Biltmore Bow) 
3 Radio Rogues 
Pierre & Temple 
Bernice Lynne 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
3 Rhythm 
Fred Scott 
Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Rascals 


Cafe Casanova 
Earl & Jos Lynch 
Casanova Orc 
Beth Wilson 
Rex Weber 

Cafe La Maze 
Park Ave Boys 
Vi Bradley 
Stan Clair Ore 

Clover Club 
Bob Grant Oro 


Cocoanut Grove 
Ruth Robin 
Calgary Bros 
Santschi & Buckley 
Phil Harris Ore 

El Mirador 
Dorothy Clare 
Ramsdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 


Famous Door 
Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima Ore 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Wanda 
Diana Toy 


Sol Brights Ore 
Little Club 
Tiny Meredith 


Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 


Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 
Marti 

Joey Lee Ore 

Omar’s Dome 
Jagnon & Brough'’n 
Dorothy Roberts 
Naomi Warner 
Speck Watkins 
Loyce Graham 
George Redman Ore 
Pacific Sunset Club 
Peggy Page 
Vicki Fay 
King Sisters 
Janet Jordan 
Buddy La Rue 
Al Heath Orc 


Palomar 
The Reddingtons 
Bill Burt 
Stanley Hickman 
Muzzy Marcellino 
3 Debutantes 
Hudson Metzger Gis 
Ted Fio Rito 

Paris Inn 


Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 


Gabrielle & Cellita 
Yvonne 
Rudy & LaTosca 


Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Pete Contrelli Ore 


Seven Seas 


Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 


Somerset House 
Betty Bordon 
Bill Zerker 
Camille Saray 


Topsy’s 
The Dee Sisters 
Bonnie Lind 
Dorothy Roy 
Ginger Weldon 
Pat Carroll 
Maxine Manners 
Leona Rice 
Jane Morgan 
Irene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Ore 


Trocadero 
Ph!l Ohman Ore 


CHICAGO 


Bali-Bali 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Easter & Hazelton 
Helene Carol 
Helen Park 
Jerry & Turk 


Blackhawk 


Joe Sanders 

Ruth & B, Ambrose 
Jane Kay 

Paul Olsen 


Chez Paree 
Jimmy Durante 
J & E Torrence 
Cross & Dunn 
Barbara Parks 
Jack Williams 
Thorne & White 
Maurie Stein 
Henry Busse Orch, 


Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Buddy & Betty 
Bernard & Henry 
Mae Sis 
Art Williams Ore 


Club Chesterfield 


Patt Morgan Orc 
Devon Sis 
Hariett Norris 
Sid Schaps 

Alice Logan 


Club Mayflower 
3 Variety Boys 


Mildred Rock 
4 McNally Sis 
Buddy & Selma 


4 Rhythm Girls 
Lou Sales Ore 


Club Minuet 


Alvina Morton 
Dorothy Wali 
Dee Downing 
Jane LaVonne 
Billie Roberts 
Jerry Glidden Ore 


Colosimos 
Don Enrico 
Bob Tinsley 
Mary Sunde 
Willie Shore 
Louis Miller 
Gould Sis 
Bobby Danders 
B & F Gilbert 

Congress Hotel 

(Casino) 
Bob Crosby Orch, 
Chick Endor 
Chas Farrell 
Kay Weber 
Halliday & Clark 
Howard Brooks 
The Crusaders 

Gay 90's 
Colleen 
Georgia Lucky 
Lew King 
Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 
Joan Houston 
Jean Bradley 
Jack Elkins 


Harry’s N. ¥. 
Cabaret 


Buddy Walker 


Phelps 2 
3 Short Waves 
Marion Morgan 


Hi-Hat 
Doris Rhodes 
Peggy Moore 
Lewis Sis 
LeRoy & Weaver 


Hote! Bismarck 
(Walnot Koom) 
Eddie Varzos Orc 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 
Dolores Donar 
Evelyn Driggett 
Margaret Conrad 
Rene Laevin 
Joe Parlato 

Drake Hotel 

(Silver Forrest) 
Paul Whiteman Co 

Hote] Fdgewater 

ach 

(Marine Room) 
Anson Weeks 
Rodrigo & Francine 
Margie Lee 
Frank Saputa 
3 Theodores 
The Nelsons 
H Smith Ballet 
John Hale 
Harriett Smith’s Gls 

Hotel Lasalle 

(Blue Fountain 

Room) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 
C & Helen Stone 
Marionette Rev 

Hotel Morrison 

(Terrace Room) 

(Casino Parisien) 
The Lindstroms 
Harriett Carr 
Hudson Wonders 
Bob Ripa 
4 WKraddocks 
Arren & Broderick 
Maurie Shermn Ore 
Lou Breese Orc 
Hotel Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Henry King Ore 
Mario & Florio 
Russell Swan 
Joaquin Garay 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 

Hotel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Gertrude Hofiman 


e Owens 
Wilchet 
Russell Crowell 
Don Amato 
sill Price 
Coleman Allan 
ted Nicholas Ore 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Jimmie Joy Ore 
Ronald & Roberta 








Rhythm Racketeers 
Lillian Roth 
Tere Rudolph 
Cub Higgins 
Helen Heath 


Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyne Baker 
Sammy Haas 
Millie Travis 
Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Bobby Pincus 
Theodore & D 
Ray, Thrifty & R 
Jackson & Nedra 
Rosalie Ray 
Jack Hilliard 
Henri Liskon 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Nora Ford 
‘Boots’ Burns 
Etta Reed 


Ore 





———— 


Ford & Barnes 
Three Deuces 
Sam Beers 
Cleo Brown 
Roy Eldridga Orc 
Zutty 
Gladys Palmer 
Slim Green 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Frances Faya 
Evelyn Pal 
Frank Hall 
Robinson 2 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
885 Club 
Ed Furman 
Bill Lorraine 
Bob Pearry 
Earnest Vignati 
Belva White 


PHILADELPHIA 


Arcadia Int'l 
Mayfair Girls (3) 
Spec & Spot 
Chas Baron 
Joan Blair 
Mario Villani 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Shavo Sherman 
Mary Kay Roan 
Marlow the Mystic 
Don Renaldo Orc 


Arrow Cafe 
Eddie Ziegler Ore 
Jack Baker 
Helen McCaffrey 
Toots Claudine 
Baby Browers 
Dottie Winters 
Dick Hanlon 
Sam King 
Teddy Gonzales 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Room) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 


Benny the Bum’s 


Leo Zollo 

Toni Lane 

Stuart & Lea 
Ralph Brown 
Dines Dancing Debs 


Club Parrakeet 
Evelyn Barnes 
Marge Fox 
Babs Babette 
Joe King 
Caswell 
Buddy Fisher 
Al Wilson 
Billy Thornton Ore 


Chez Michaud 


Joe Follman Orc 
Walt Gallagher 
John Grady 


Colony Club 


Margie Drummond 
Gypsy Rita 

Sunny tay 
Dorothy Klaiss 
Dolly Delmont 
Frances Maddux 
Lilly Love 
3 Colonials Ore 
Embassy Club 


Cliff Hall 

Linda King 
Virginia Renault 
Dot Collins 
Judith Manning 
Kathryn Burkitt 
Gloria Mausier 
Susan Austin 
Jill Rees 


Evergreen Casino 


Helaine & D’n'lds’n 
Tom Barry 
Kathleen May 
Betty Lane 

Caddy LaVern 

Val Dion 

Vincent Norman Or 
Kay Hamilton 


Frank Vatumbo’s 


Eddie White 

Lee Bartel 

4 Golden Gate Girls 
Andre & Yolande 
Dorothy Barrett 
Larry Chambers 
Dorita “& Ella 
Eddie DeLuca Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Enrico & Novella 
Agnes Tolle 
Titan 3 
8 Texas Rockets 
Jean ‘Travers 
Ross McLean 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Evan B Fontaine 


Kit Kat Kafe 


Jack Waldron 
Iris Adrian 
Jeanne Landis 
Jerry Kruger 
Bill Honey Ore 


Lambs Tavern 


Joe Landy Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 
Marty Kay 
Marrone & Galbo 
Pat Perry 
Dolores Merrill 
Maude O'Malley 
Nancy Lee 

1523 Locust 
Bobbles Shelby 
Jan Farrar 
Hazel Harmon 
Linda Ray 
Pepper Garat 
Kay Lavery 
Peanuts Stewarts 
$ Swing Kings Orc 


New Overbrook 


Villa 
(Lindenwold, N, J.) 
Phyllis Sterling 
Warner Sis 
Ruth Kaye 
Kaye King 
Barbara Joan 
Jack Ulmer 
Al Kahn Ore 
Dines & Anice 
Emerald Sis (3) 
Warl Warner 


Piccadilly Room 

(1523 Locust) 
Gladys Bentley 
Julia MckKenny 
Tiny Bradshaw 
Phil Scott 
Lulu Mae 
Lillian White 
Dorothy Johnson 
John Hamilton Or 





Pierre's 
Reynolds Massey 
Tanya Garth 
Helene & Raoul 
Sally Ann Davis 
3 Arnos 
Pat Shevlin Or: 


Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
Henry Patrick 
31 Club 


yeorge Oliver 

Johnny Mangum 

Ted Hendrex 

Billy Beryl 

Treese & Melba 

Gene Osborne 

Doc Dougherty Or 

Nicky Gallucci 
Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 

Olive White 

Vera Dunn 

Beth Challis 

Patricia & 


Rene 


Jean Goodnet 
Mystic Plata 
Mickey Violin 2 


Mickey Familant Or 
Streets of Paris 


Jean O'Neil 
Crossetti Sis 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
Ramona 

Harry Aldridge 
Diana Johnson 
Jerry Fine Ore 


1214 Spruce 
Frances Faye 
Boomerang Orc 
Hal Hixon 
Jimmy Blake 
Maude Saunders 
Lillian Bartell 
Portia Portar 
Elinor Shaw 
20th Century Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Ore 
Dick McClain 
3 Georges 
Frances Easton 
Eleanor Shubert 
4 Esquires 

21 Club 
Tommy Monroe 
Sugar Marcelle 
Sally LaMarr 
Ann Rush 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Nancy Barry 
Richard Bach 
Peggy Daly 

Ubangl Club 
Doc Hyder’s Ore 
Gladys 
Lucille Howard 
Stump & Stumpy 
3 Chocolate Drops 
Bobby Evans 
Le Roy McCoy 

Parrish Cafe 
Bobby Brown 
Detroit Red 
Vernon Guy 
Parisian Ore 
Tony Murray’s Cafe 
Charley Winter Ore 
Mann & Hale 
Jewel Ello 
Gabby Lee 
Bunny Clair 
Joe Doyle 
Chick Mullery 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Anna Claire 
Gizella 
Dolly Vaughan 
Warren & Durkin 
Jean Howard 
Viola Klaiss Ore 
Frank Ponti 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Vic Earlson 
Flo Hulse 
Maurice & Leona 
Kiki Diamond 
Jerry & Sonny 
Niki Kikola 
Jack Hutchinson 
Venice Grill 
Emily Raye 
Billy & Kitty Duval 
Joe Reilly 
Marty Barton Ore 


Walton Roof 
Isabelle & Octaves 
8 Walton Debs 
Armand & Diana 
Frank McCormack 


Ruth Kidd } 
Vivien Francis 
Mary Joyce 


Skating Lockwells 
Cha®@ Verna Or 
Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 
Bob Merrilt 
Carman D’Antonio 
Joe Ramona 
Ilse Hart 
Long Sis 
Swiss Bell 
Elmound 3 
Gregory Quinn Co 
Louis Chalkin Ore 
Rathskeller Eldor’s 
Yorktowne Tavere 
Shaw & Meade 
Lou Foster 
Musicmaster Or 
Sunset lun 
Cutie Clark 
Betty Vallene 
Jean Nelson 
Al Cornag 
Chas Murtha 
Dan Duncan (Or 
Vacht Club 
Mary Hubbard 
Patricia Robinsor 
Marcia Lee 
Scotty Middletor 
Jean Van 
Natalie & Marie 
Parisian 2 
Viola Klaiss Orc 


Ringers 
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STAGE FIGHTS 





Press Unanimous in Protest 


Every daily in the greater city of New York editorially protested 
and attacked the Dunnigan bill which would create one man cen- 
sorship of the theatre and which was slipped through the assembly 
and sent to Governor Lehman. Aside from the possibilities that such 
proposed law would open the paths for a political appointee, editors 
are solidly in back of show business in protesting. As Jack Lait in 
the Mirror put it: 

‘Since New York cradles the American theatre, all its freedom 
would be subjected to the whims and prejudices of a single man. 
That is unwise, unsafe. In America even a murderer has his day 
before a court, a jury, a judge. Is the theatre any less deserving of 
orderly justice? Governor Lehman should and will correct the Leg- 
islature’s unthinking blow at the American theatre by vetoing the 
Dunnigan bill.’ 

In addition to 100° newspaper support, show business was also 
backed up in protesting to the governor by any number of organi- 
zations and individuals, many gratuitiously appealing to the state’s 
chief executive. 

In Tuesday’s (18) Herald Tribune, Walter Lippmann devoted his 
entire column to opposition to the Dunnigan bill. He concluded with: 

‘Because New York did not have the resolution to deal with bur- 
lesque by law, the whole American theatre is threatened with the 
censorious dictatorship of one political appointee. That is how the 
rights of man are inadvertently and in a righteous spirit whittled 
away and ultimately destroyed.’ 

Same daily headed its editorials with another appeal ‘For a Free 
Stage,’ its second editorial protesting the measure. Tuesday’s Times 
also carried a second editorial, highlights of which were: ‘One man 
censorship easily becomes one man tyranny’ .. .-after mentioning 
that License Commissioner Moss’ integrity is not in question—‘but 
what assurance is there that he will not be succeeded by a machine 
pogtician?’... “There are already ample laws to deal with theatrical 
jz. §2cency, provided they are promptly and honestly enforced.’... 

‘Every one who treasures the freedom of speech and of the arts 
should urge the governor to veto the Dunnigan bill.’ 














B'way Mass Meeting Vehement In 
Objection to Proposed Censorship 





Mass meeting protesting the Dun- 
nigan bill was held at the New Am- 
sterdam theatre, N. Y., Sunday night 
(16), theatre being packed, with 
standees in attendance. Addresses 


started at 9 o’clock and continued for 
two hours. Marc Connelly, head of 
the Authors League of America, pre- 
sided, reading telegrams of protest 
from such prominent playwrights as 
Eugene O'Neill and Maxwell Ander- 
son and such stars as Katharine Cor- 
nell and the Lunts, all of whom were 
out of the city. 


Special message was sent Gover- 
nor Lehman by the 24 organizations 
represented at the meeting and two 
of the actors guilds—Episcopal and 
Jewish. The Catholic Actors Guild 
Was conspicuous by its absence. The 
protest to,the governor read: 


‘This telegram is being sent to you 
from the New Amsterdam theatre, 
where 2,000 people, representing all 
branches of the theatre, have gath- 
ered for the specific purpose of dis- 
playing to you their intense concern 
over the Dunnigan One-Man Censor- 
ship Bill. This measure has come 
upon us unawares, and we have been 
given no opportunity to combat it. 
Our only course, therefore, is to ap- 
Peal to you, and we have taken this 
hurried and desperate means of 
bringing our profound disapproval 
of this bill to your attention. As an 
industry, as a profession, 2nd as an 
art we beg of you not to subject us 
to the withering dest: :tiveness of 
censorship. This wire is signed by 
the twenty-four organizations repre- 
sented here tonight covering the the- 
atre in its entirety.’ is 


What Might Happen 


Arthur Hopkins, for the managers, 
revealed: ‘For years Paul Moss (li- 
cense commissioner) has been seek- 
ing to attend rehearsals of legiti- 
mate productions in an effort to find 
something that in his opinion is cen- 
sorable. His requests have been 
consistently denied. Should 


bigotry and intolerance to suppress 
all freedom of expression.’ The 
Lunts regard the legislation as a 
menace to the progress of the Amer- 
ican theatre and if it becomes law 
will suffer ‘or New York will cease 
to be the capital of the theatre 
world.’ Two British stars also voiced 
protest, Maurice Evans, in person, 
and Philip Merivale by telegram. 


Distinguished Speakers 


George Middleton, former presi- 
dent of the Author League, was the 
first speaker, said ‘The Dunnigan bill 
represents the kind of government 
we don’t want in America.’ James J. 
Brennan of the stage hands union 
(local number one) followed, saying 
he would not pull his punches. He 
stated the bill would lead to graft 
and force people to pay thousands 
of dollars to ensure a play’s opening. 

Helen Hayes tossed aside a speech 
prepared by an author and quoted a 
line from ‘Victoria Regina,’ ‘We are 
not amused,’ then went on to relate 
how a producer was forced off 
Broadway after presenting objec- 
tionable plays. Peggy Wood specu- 
lated on what might happen if the 
license commissioner was unable to 
see a preview and sent a stooge in- 
stead. John Anderson, for the critics, 
thought the bill a step toward cen- 
soring criticisms and added ‘Any 
man wise enough to be a censor 
should be wise enough not to want 
to be one. Censorship is bad enough 
in theory, it is fearful in practice.’ 
Morris L. Ernst, an attorney, said: 
‘The striking part of this legislation 
comes from the fact that the Dun- 
nigan bill apparently does not trust 
the American Court system. 

Herman Shumlin and Alex Yokel 
arranged the mass meeting and also 
directed the circulation of the peti- 
tion slips in the theatres. Press 
work was done by Dick Maney, 
Helen Deutsch and Phyllis Perlman. 
Slips distributed under the direction 
of Antionette Perry and Allen 
| Schnebbe, turned over: the many 
the | bundles of signed slips to the Joint 








Dunnigan bill become law, to save |Committee made up of representa- | 


Possible financial loss, it would be | tives of League of New York Thea- 
necessary for producers to submit | tres, Dramatists’ Guild, Equity, Local 
manuscripts of plays to Mr. Moss be- | No, One (T. P. U.) Critics’ Circle, Au- 
fore so much as a single penny is 
expended or a single actor engaged.’ | resentatives. 

Maxwell Anderson’s message start- | American Federation 
ed with ‘No man ever lived, or ever |N. Y. Theatre Press 
will live, wise enough to decide for | 
the citizens of a democracy what} Treasurers’ Club, Newspaper Guild, 
they think, what they may drink, or | transfer association, Civil Liberties 
what entertainments they may sup- | League, National Council for Free- 
port.’ O'Neill's extended telegram | dom from Censorship, plus the two 
sent to the governor included: ‘Cen- | theatrical guilds. The joint commit- 
sorship always ends by becoming a! tee meets and operates from the of- 
Stupid tyranny used by reactionary | fices of the Theatre League. 


Scenic Artists’ union, 
of Musicians, 
Agents, WPA 


i thors League, ASCAP, Authors Rep- | 


| supervisors’ council, I. A. T. S. E., | 


| to accuse, 


(Continued from page 1) 





licenses, although there had been 
disregarded, protesting messages sent 
Albany. 

The managers reacted promptly, 
a committee which worked with 
real speed, laying out a campaign 
of appeal for a hearing by Gover- 
nor Herbert Lehman before he 
makes a decision on signing or veto- 
ing the Dunningan act. 
no direct response from New York's 
chief executive to a telegraphic re- 
quest for such hearing, but unoffi- 
cial word is said to have been re- 
ceived that the Governor is much 
interested and is studying the legis- 
lation, having returned to the capi- 
tal after a short vacation in Vir- 
ginia. 

Two Catholic groups came out in 
support of the one-man censorship 
measure. Both are organizations not 
related to the theatre. 

Knights of Columbus was spokes- 
man for the church in favor of the 
measure. Chancellor e* the Archdio- 
cese of New York announced that a 
statement issued by Joseph Lamb, 
head of the K. of C. chapter in N. 
Y., had been approved by Cardinal 
Hayes. At the same time Catholic 
weeklies assailed the dailies, Center 
Club, an organization of Catholic 
university graduates, also came out 
in support of the bill. 

Audience Petitions 

The Joint Committee of the Le- 
gitimate Theatre Against Censorship 
distributed individual petitions to 
all Broadway theatres before the 
performance starting Tuesday night 
of last week. These slips were passed 
to audiences with pencils after one 
of the leading players in each show 
made an address. The petitions 
were signed by nearly every person 
out front, only exceptions in some 
instances being public officials. 

Audience response approached 
the unanimous, number of signed 
petition slips being from 90% to 
98%. Theatres with capacities of 
and more than 200,000 signatures 
even though most were not sold out. 
The same percentage was repeated 
each night up to Saturday (15), also 
matinees. By Thursday evening 
there had been 63,000 slips signed 
and more than 130,000 signatures 
were secured by Saturday when the 
audience reaction test was com- 
pleted. The slips were sent to the 
Governor’s office, arriving there 
early this week. More are on the 


way. 

Theatre League and Equity as 
representative of the managers and 
the actors, declared there had been 
protests made to Albany three days 
before the N. Y. State Senate slipped 
the bill through. At least one pro- 
testing message later then went to 
the Assembly and it was read from 
the floor. Reported the legislators 
were pre-occupied, for no attention 
was given the communication. 

Suspect Intrigue 

League convesed when the first 
signs of danger were detected—for 
the measure was never given a pub- 
lic hearing—at which time the 
showmen were advised that the mo- 
tion picture lobby in Albany was 
‘taking care’ of the matter. There 
is the suspicion among some man- 
agers that there was some crossing 
by the picture end, in a presumed 
deal concerning the decency move- 
ment that is fostered by the church 
element. Just who outside of its 
presenter is in back of the measure 
appears to be as under cover as the 
way the bill emerged from commit- 
tee. 

The petition slips headed: ‘Help 
Legitimate Theatre Kill One-Man 
Censorship’ and addressed to the 
Governor read: ‘I respectfully urge 
you not to sign the Dunnigan Bill, 
Senate No. 2286. This 
amends the Wales act that a one- 
man censorship of the legitimate 
theatre is created in the Commis- 
sioner of Licenses. This establishes 
dictatorship in that it vests power 
try and convict without 
due process of law. This bill is a 
direct blow at the legitimate the- 
atre and will tend to destroy an im- 
portant progressive force in Ameri- 
can life.’ 

Actors Speak Out 


The speech made at each perform- | 


ance in all theatres lighted was as 
follows: 


‘In ev ery New York theatre to- | 
night ‘(this afternoon) speakers are 
addressing audiences as I am ad- 


dressing you. All the forces of the 
legitimate theatre have been mar- 


FOR LIFE 





There was | 


bill so} 


vy 


Backed Up Against the Wall 





Show business is backed up against the wall and fighting its 
battle to defeat one-man censorship of the theatre, which 
about if Governor Lehman okays the sinister Dunnigan bill. Politicians 
oiled the measure through the New York Assembly. It proposes to give 
one man the power to close theatres if in his opinion there is indecency. 
That would be dictatorship of the stage. 


hardest 
would come 


License Commissioner Paul Moss would be the boss should the Gov- 
ernor disregard the avalanche of protests over the passage of the meas- 
ure. Moss is a friend of show business but can act up, as shown in his 
recent refusal to issue new licenses to burlesque theatres and when he 
closed every such house in the greater city. 

Moss is a political appointee. What might happen if succeeding com- 
missioners had the same power is not hard to guess. Nor how such suc- 
cessors could be reached, for profit or otherwise. The stage has been 
beset by many opposition groups, but censorship, as designed by Dunni- 
gan, is a knife in the back. 

If there is any doubt in Governor Lehman's mind as to the course of 
action to pursue, he has only to glance through the editorials in the press 
of the state’s number one city. Every daily is rallying to the support of the 
theatre. Every editor urges the chief executive to veto the bill. Three 
newspapers have already published two editorials each with that purpose, 

Burlesque is doubtless a factor in the conception of the one-man censor 
measure. Burlesque offended all the decencies. Burlesque all but ruined 
Broadway. Burlesque dropped property values way down on 42nd street. 
Notoriety which went with the strip-tease brought about its own eclipse. 
But that is no reason why the decent stage should also suffer. 

Legitimate theatre is fighting against one-man censorship and has done 
a corking job, which not only is drawing the support of the press but of 
many civic organizations not related to show business. After the weight of 
protests arrived early this week at the executive mansion in Albany, there 
should be but one reaction—veto. 


Public opinion is against the Dunnigan 





Mr. Governor, action, camera. 
bill. 


American Theatre Council Convention 
Sets Stage for Active 4-Day Session 





American Theatre Council conven- 
tion which starts Monday (24) at the 
Astor hotel, N. ¥., will open with a 
luncheon and short addresses. First 
general session at 2:30 will be the 
managers’ inning with Brock Pem- 
berton in the chair. Schedule calls 
for covering much territory during 
this session. On Tuesday, Wednes- 
day and Thursday there will be gen- 


eral sessions in the mornings, starte 
ing at 10:30, and also in the after- 
noons. The general sessions are 
open to all with one exception, that 
to be held on Thursday morning. Re- 
lations between the legit theatre and 
the films will be discussed then and 
only delegates will be admitted. 

Tuesday's a. m. meeting will find 
the dramatists’ group in the chair 
and, at lunch, the critics will speak 
their minds. Afternoon meeting has 
been set aside for the _ actors, 
Wednesday, the road will be dis- 
cussed, also repertory and amateur 
groups will be heard. In the after- 
noon stage employees will be in ac- 
tion. Long Thursday schedule will 
bring in a number of topics and will 
end with a midnight supper plus a 
show, 


BILL PROPOSES 
LEGIT TAX LIFT 


Washington, May 18. 
Partial lifting of Federal impost on 





shalled to fight immediate censor- 
ship in the theatre, a censorship 
which suddenly came upon us one 
day last week, when a measure 
called the Dunnigan Bill was rail- 
roaded through both houses of the 
State Legislature without the slight- 
est warning or announcement to the 
public. 

‘New York theatres have been 
free of censorship in any form dur- 
ing their entire history and that fact 
has helped to make the New York 
theatre one of the most vital in the 
world today. The sort of perform- 
ance that this bill seeks to prevent 
is already adequately covered by 
the penal law. This bill is not nec- 








essary. It spells the doom of free 
thinking and free speech on the 
stage. In New York it gives the 


man who happens to be the Com- 
missioner of Licenses—and who is a|_ “tat septs = ‘ 
political appointee—the absolute | 24missions was asked in Congress 
power to censor any play in any the- | last week as means of equalizing 
atre in whatever way he pleases. He | competition between films and legiti 
is given absolute power to close any ae hy om Bill = ko the —— 
play for any reason that he sees fit, | ‘©VY ' t S ones of nes Were 
no matter how whimsical his notion living actors perform was introduced 
may be, by revoking the license of | bY Representative William I. Siro- 
the theatre in which that play is|Vich of New York, = ; 
presented. | Warning that legit is being ruined 
‘Since the bill has already passed by the levy, New York s playwright- 
both houses of the Legislature our surgeon-lawmaker sald steps of this 
only and desperate chance of pre- character would be helpful to legit 
venting this form of dictatorship lies producers who claim gove rome nt 
in convincing the Governor of our | YP JS one of the principal reasons 
State of the dangers of this bill. We for declining patronage. Bill, whit h 
st persuade him to veto it. would become effective 30 days after 
war J é y oa all the forces of the enactment, would not benefit films, 
PR gee Rog meth "os Gat se stock or vaudeville, circuses or sport- 
= megs ts ing events. 


the stagehands, the musicians, the a we = 
CURZON SAILING 


producers and the dramatic critics 
George Curzon, British legit actor 








—in asking you to sign the slip 
which the usher: will now pass out 


| to vou. We want Governor Lehman recently featured on Broadway in 
to kn w that the audiences, as well ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ sails for Fng- 
as the people of the theatre, are land Thursday (20). He is taking 
| against this imposition of censorship. | along with him the script of a new 

‘If you don’t want one man to tell play by Carl Freyde, titled “Tomore 
you what plays you can see, if you| row’s Murder,’ which he hopes to 
don’t want one single individual to have produced in London this season, 


He will play the leading role him- 
self, if and when. 


; choose your entertainment for you, 
| then please sign these cards,’ 
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Equity Seeking to Orvanize Radio; 
Peggy Wood's Article Rouses Indies: 


+ 


Until early this week there was a 
lull between factions in Equity, two 
of which are opposing the adminis- 
tration’s ticket for the forthcoming 
Statements were issued by 

perhaps the most im- 
from Frank Gillmore 
in relation to organizing radio. 
Claimed that upward of 50% of 
radio artists are Equityites, despite 
the percentage of former vaudevil- 


election. 
all three, 


portant coming 


lians and cabaret people in the field 

For a time Equity was wary Ol 
radio and one of its officers men- 
tioned resigning rather than going 


into unfamiliar grounds. That atti- 
tude has now changed. Idea now Is 
that the Wagner bill, in paving the 
way on the majority collective bar- 
gaining principle, has made it easier 
to organize the artist. Understood 
that concessions offered radio people 
who had virtually dropped out of 
Equity and are delinquent in dues 
have been withdrawn entirely. Plans 
call for establishing a rate of $15 to 
$40 on commercial programs and 
$10 to $20 on sustaining broadcasts, 
if on the air after 6 p.m. Both op- 
position groups favored the radio in- 
v sion. with a committee supporting 
the administration okaying the plan, 
too. 

The militant group, whose ticket 
for the council is called independent, 
bristled over an article in the Equity 


monthly by-lined by Peggy Wood, 
an administration supporter. Indies 
regarded the matter was belittling 


their cause and Harold Moffet, indie 
chairman. revlied. He called atten- 





Making Book 


Betting on the length of the 


revived run of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ is developing into a sort 
of sideline lobby sport. 


Guessers will give even odds 


that the revival will be lit up 
fo! Six months. Given 
3-to-1 odds, certain bettors 


will gamble on a 12-15 months’ 
with wagers of as high as 


run 


$500. Stimulus to this derby- 
day procedure, of course, is 
that the original ‘Abie’ ran five 
years, despite its panning. 
Which, figure the amateur | 
| 


bookmakers, puts the probabil- 
in their favor as regards 
revival, 


ities 
the 











EQUITY GETS 
LEGAL VIEWS, 
PRO AND CON 


Equity’s 








current monthly carries 
the legal opinions in gist of three 
attorneys to whom the interpreta- | 
of the referendum on secret 
voting, now in the hands of the mem- 


tion 





tion to the fact that there has been 
no mud slinging by the party’s can- 
didates. 

Miss Wood indicated that she | 
knew the identity of an indie who | 
sought Executive Secretary-treas- 
urer Paul Dulzell’s job, which 
brought the indignant retort that the 
indies had not named anyone for any 
office and suggested that Miss Wood 
name the individual. Stated too 
that the ‘administration seems bent 
on confusing the issue’ and that the 
aim of the opposition is to ‘elect a | 


(Continued on page 63) 


| 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 


Makes Ceremonious 
Broadway Return 








Anne Nichols’ ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 


|a different 
| amendment and he suggested how a 


bers was referred, Justice Sheffield 
and John Schulman agreed with Paul 
N. Turner, Equity lawyer, that all 
questions might be required to be de- 
cided by the secret ballot method. 
Morris Ernst disagreed in part and 
dissatisfied with Turner’s adaptation 
of his views, asked that his opinion 
be printed in the association’s house | 
organ. Ernst’s point is contained in 
his idea that the courts might place 
interpretation on the 


resolution or by-law could clarify 
the rather obtuse wording of the 
amendment, which the opposition in 
Equity seeks to have adopted. Ernst 
wrote: 

‘It is my impression that in litiga- 
tion you could sustain the position 
that the amendment should not be 
construed literally but should be 
read with that degree of reason 
which accompanies all dramatic ef- 
forts and that the secrecy should be 





which has been off the Broadway 


boards for 10 years, was revived at| If 
the Little, N. Y., last Wednesday | 


(12), and drew a fair press. Some | 


of the critics were wary of repeat-|a by-law with respect to the voting 
ing the error made when the record | 


run comedy originally opened late 
in May, 1922, and most of the 
views were of a doubtful nature. 


Show was accorded unusual atten- 
tion by radio. After the opening a 
broadcast in honor of the event 
went out on a coast-to-coast special 
events program of WABC. Latter 
installed apparatus in the lounge of 
the theatre. Those honoring ‘Abie’ 
over the air were former Governor 
Alfred E. Smith, Jack Pearl, Harry 
Hershfield, Judge Kenneth O’Brien, 
Ed Wynn and Miss Nichols. On the 


following evening ‘Abie’ was given | 


a section of ‘The March of Time’ 
program, also by WABC. There was 
no cost for either airing, the station 
regarding the event as unusual. 


For his notice on ‘Abie,’ Brooks 
Atkinscen of the N. Y. Times did 
some research work, naming 39 at- 
tractions which were still playing at 
the end of the ason when ‘Abie’ 
opened. Included was ‘The Bat,’ 


which was on its way to a two-year 
run, which ‘Abie’ topped by two and 
one-half times 

During the boom years of the 
legit theatre ‘Abie’ made many rec- 
ords out of town and upset prece- 


dent in so doing. Miss Nichols’ play 
was not always flourishing and dur- 
ing the fluctuations Leblang’s cut 
rate agency received allotments. 
Time and again the bargain tickets 
were withdrawn, for the show's vi- 
tality wa uch that the reduced 
rates never rexucted adversely to 
*Abie.” Miss Nichols stated that Le- 
blang’s was the most vital factor in 


the play's long run. 
Broadway is making no prediction 


on the run chances of the revival. 
but around the Little expectancy 
runs fro next New Year's to a 


year’s stay. 


re- | 


limited to elections and referenda. 
the amendment is adopted it 
would be well to have a resolution 
passed by the council, or better yet, 


| of absent members, and in such a 
| by-law you could have a whereas 
clause clearing up the ambiguity. 
| If such by-law were adopted with- 
out protest it would indicate a sen- 


| shows and bought the musical rights 


| performance 


| Lunts previously have given little 





sible interpretation of the amend- 
ment.’ 





Fternal Road’ Closes with Benefit 
For Meyer W. Weisgal; May Reopen 


a 


| 
| 


Although ‘The Eternal Road’ 
closed at the Manhattan O. H. Sun- 
day afternoon (16), plans are virtu- 


ally set for the biblical spectacle to 





| will 


resume May 31, at which time the 
ticket scale will kh lowered again | 
and the operating expense further | 
lowered. Tickets will be $2.20 top, 


with the lowest price 55 cents. Show 
originally had a $4.40 top, which was 
reduced to $3.30. 

Meyer W. Weisgal, who promoted 
more than $500,000 for ‘Eternal 
Road,’ was the recipient of Sunday 
afternoon's receipts. It was agreed 


by all concerned, back and front, to | 
make it a benefit performance, after | 


the players offered to work gratis all 
last week for Weisgal, who declined 
that sacrifice. 

Showman has never been on the 
payroll, although one of the spec's 


backers has given Weisgal a weekly | 


allowance. The _ benefit 
rossed $4,003, every dollar going to 
the promoter. 
‘ate hands and musicians working 
without pay, but when the men were 


matinee | 


Union rules prohibit | 


LEGITIMATE | 


# 
vaca 
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J. J. SHUBERT BUYS 
VIENNESE MUSICAL 


Vienna, May 7. 
J. J. Shubert stopped a few days 
in Vienna, looked over various new 


of Robert Katscher’s latest. ‘At Can- 





New Playgoers 





dle Light.’ Intends to take Rosy 
Barsony, Hungarian blonde, and 
Oskar Denes to U. S. 

Left for Budapest to look at Em-} 
merich Kalman’s new operetta, ‘Em- 


| press Josephine.’ 





GUILD CANCELS | 


OMAHA DATE 


| 


Omaha, May 18. | 
Threatened ban on one night legit 
of ‘Idiot’s Delight’ at | 
Paramount theatre, last night (Tues- | 
day), resulted in the Theatre Guild 
cancelling the performance and re-| 
funding the money of a sold out} 
house. Orders from Mayor Butler 
were that the play would not be 
permitted to show unless passages 
designated were deleted or revised. 


The sponsoring Drama League 
negotiated with Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne via phone in Des 


Moines on Monday regarding the 
proposed revisions and secured a 
promise that the Lunts would con- 
fer with the Mayor on Tuesday 
afternoon to write in designated 
changes of alleged risque lines. The 


countenance to censorship, and it 
was decided that there should be no 
exception made in this case. 


Reported by Mrs. Howard Rush- 
ton, League president, the one night 
stand was a sellout three days ago 
with something like $800 in mail 
orders returned. Scaled at a $3.30 
top, one performance would have 
grossed around $6,000. 


Attitude of Mayor Butler appears 
to be one of maintaining consistency 


(Continued on page 63) 





Howard Examines 


Dred Scott Case 
As Possible Play 


St. Louis, May 18. 

Records of historic Dred Scott 
case of Civil War days were scruti- 
nized last week by Sidney Howard, 
playwright and former winner of 
Pulitzer Prize, who came here from 
Hollywood to obtain minute details 
of one of the most important events 
leading up to national strife. How- 
ard spent three days in Jefferson 
Memorial studying Missouri His- 
torical Society’s records of cele- 
brated slave case, said to be most 
complete in the nation. 


Later Howard continued at Civil 
Courts Building going over files on 
case, 








Dunnigan theatrical censor- 
ship bill, a prize headache to 
Broadway managers, proved a 


break for a host of young 
unemployed legit players. An- 
toinette Perry secured the 


youngsters from casting agencies 
and instructed them to hand out 
blanks in legit houses urging 
audiences .to sign petitions to 
Governor Lehman not to okay 
the bill. 

Kids arranged not to repeat 
any house, thus seeing all the 
shows on the cuffo, For the 
few sellouts, the visiting 
emoters are standees. Other- 
wise they grabbed seats down 
front. Figuring about six to 
eight actors per house, approxi- 
mately 120 to 150 young play- 
ers are on the cuff nightly. 


TICKET CASE IS 
POSTPONED 
INDEF. 


Case against New York ticket 
brokers, scheduled for hearing last 
week on the charge of failure to 
stamp tickets sold at a premium and 
interchanged between them, was 
again put over. Understood that the 
matter has been postponed _in- 
definitely, under the theory that the 
government is primarily interested 
in collecting ticket tax money al- 
leged to have been withheld, rather 
than pressing the non-stamping 
evasion. 

Whether Federal indictments will 
be sought is not clearly indicated 
despite the rough treatment com- 
plained of when warrants were first 
issued and the ticket men placed 
under bond. 
is likely that some agencies, at least, 
will be called on to make settle- 
ments but the ticket men dispute the 
calculations as approximated by the 
tax investigators, even along the 
lines stipulated by the involved ad- 
missions tax law. 

Ticket men believe the law would 
not stand up if tested through the 
courts and are supported in that 
contention by counsel. 


PASADENA’S FESTIVAL 
WILL DRAMATIZE S. W. 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Feature of the Third Annual Mid- 
summer Drama Festival at Pasadena 




















span the march of four centuries. 
List ineludes ‘Montezuma’ by Ger- 
hardt Hauptmann; ‘Miracle of the 
Swallows’ by Ramon Romero; ‘Night 
Over Taos’ by Maxwell Anderson; 
‘Juarez and Maximilian’ by Franz 
Werfel; ‘Girl of the Golden West’ by 
David Belasco; ‘Miner’s Gold’ by 
Agnes Peterson and ‘Rose of the 
Rancho,’ 





tendered checks for the Sunday per- 
formance, all were 
Weisgal. 

When 
be 


and if the show resumes it 
able to operate for $15,000 
| weekly. Actors have agreed to take 
another salary cut, while the back- 
stage crew and orchestra will be re- 
duced in complement with the assent 
of the unions. ‘Road’ is expected to 
, average $20,000, and can do half as 
much more if selling out at the pro- 
posed scale, 

One of the spec’s backers put up 
the original money with Equity to 
guarantee salaries, the amount being 
$15,000. The philanthropist advised 
Equity that any of that coin not used 
to pay the players was to be turned 
over to Weisgal. 
| residue was called on to make up 
the payroll, and the benefit perform- 


ance was decided on to aid the show- | 


man. Reported that $60,000 is still 
owed on operating expense, and 


ways and means to finance such bills | 
of | » 
| Hunter, Jr.. John Hoysradt, Theatre- | 


are being considered. Number 
court actions have been started by 
the creditors. 


contributed to | 


Late last week the! 


| Walton Tully. 


George White Planning 
New Musical Comedy 


George White is shaping a book 
musical for early next season. It is 
tentatively called ‘Models, Ltd.’ Pro- 
ducer has not definitely changed his 








trouble encountered with the 


last 
‘Scandals.’ 


mind about laying off re 
a) vue, after | . 
"| adorned with a goatee and his dome 


4 


by Belasco and Richard | 


‘ 





| 


Brokers figure that it | 





Community Playhouse will be pres- | 
entation of seven dramas portraying | 
‘story of the great southwest.’ Plays | 





Road Not Only Isn't Dead, but It’s 
Well Paved, 4 Touring Cos. Prove 


With the current legit season in its 
final few weeks, four road companies 
of three Broadway hits have wound 
up tours that met with uncommon 
success. Two of these are George 
Abbott troupes presenting the 
Spewack comedy, ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
to hinterland audiences. The No. 2 
company of the play, which opened 
in Chicago in January, 1936, closed 
at the El Capitan, Hollywood. 
Saturday (15), having played a total 
of 80 weeks since its Loop debut. 

The third ‘Boy Meets Girl’ troupe. 
known as the Boston company, also 
closed its season Saturday, at the 
Chestnut St. Opera house, Philade]- 
phia, with a total of 34 weeks tour- 
ing to its credit. Thus the two ‘Bov’ 
companies amassed 114 weeks o 
tour between them. Many repeat 
dates were filled, and, in some in- 
stances, towns have been played by 


on 


both companies. Cities demanding 
return engagements of the comedy 


have included St. Louis, Cincinnati, 
Baltimore and Washington. 

‘First Lady,’ with Jane Cowl, 
closed its full-season’s tour in Newark 
last Saturday (15) ending a trans- 
continental trek of 33% weeks and 
approximately 45 towns played to 
exceptional trade. The Kaufman- 
Ferber comedy toured to the Coast 
and back, taking in several cities in 
the northwest and covering nearly 
every section of the country with the 
exception of the south.. Outstanding 
among the road grosses was the 
week in Washington, which netted 
$20,500. 

Fourth among the touring com- 
panies to call it a season, also on 
Saturday, was ‘Tobacco Road’ with 
Taylor Holmes as Jeeter Lester. Its 
journeyings about the country in- 
cluded many repeat dates in the mid- 
west and bookings in the south, most 
of which were played at $2.20 top. 
The play’s biggest road gross, how- 
ever, was at a $1.65 scale in Pitts- 
burgh, the week of Feb. 22, when 
$17,600 was the b.o. take. “Tobacco 
Road’ toured a total of 324% weeks, 
while the original company holds 
forth at the Forrest, N. Y., currently 
in its 180th stanza. 


‘SHOW IS ON’ DECIDES 
NOT TO CLOSE—YET 


‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden, 
N. Y., which advertised ‘last weeks’ 
for several days, dropped the line 
in the daily insertions and the re- 
vue will continue as long as busi- 
ness warrants. Line was used as a 





test in the expectation of upping 
attendance. Revue held its own 
last week with takings around 
$27,000. It can break even on a 
gross of $22,000. Ticket sale has 
been extended into June. 

Shubert office claims that the 


show’s top features, Beatrice Lillie 
and Bert Lahr have leeway in 
Hollywood commitments and can 
remain with the ‘Show’ indefinitely. 
Revue may play through June, with 
a possibility of sticking into July. 





William Gaxton Sails 
Again to Tropical Ports 


William Gaxton, Shepherd of the 
Lambs, will sail this week to Mexico 
and Central American points, aboard 
one of the Standard Oil of New Jer- 





sey boats, operated by Robert L. 
Hague. He will be accompanied by 
his wife, Madeline Cameron, and 
Bobbie Perkins, wife of Herb Harris. 
It is a repeat trip for all three. 
Harris will plane to Mexico late 
and join the party. 

Last summer Gaxton_ returned 


from a similar junket with his chin 


| under a sombrero. 


Gordon and Revel have proposed | 
writing a new ‘Scandals’ for White. | 
planning a sabbatical respite from | 


Hollywood for that purpose. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


| Helen Kingsley, Barbara Town- 
iJr.. Frank MecNellis, 


Academy 
Music, Northampton, Mass. 
manent co.). 


Harold Moffet, Sylvia Field, Tookie 


of 
(Per- 


| by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I. 
manent co.). 


(Per- 


send, Josephine Du Val, Kirk Brown, | berts starting next fall. 





Willie and Gene Howard 
Sign Up With Shuberts 


Willie and Eugene Howard, through 
the Curtis & Allen agency, last week 
signed a two-year pact with the Shu- 
The How- 
ards are currently on the Coast for 
a spot in Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody. 

First show for the Howards on the 
new Shubert. contract next season 


' will be either ‘Yippee’ or a new ‘Fol- 


lies,’ 
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Katharine Cornell's Big Advance; 
Take It’ Grabs OX. $14,000 in Loop 








Chicago, May 18. 

After a session with only one show, 
"You Can’t Take It With You,’ the 
loop gets another house lighted cur- 
rently through the arrival of Kath- 
arine Cornell with her two-play rep- 
ertory group at the Grand, where 
she is a cinch for coin. af 

‘Take It’? began a new advertising 
splurge last week with the announce- 
ment of the Pulitzer Prize award, 
and has received considerable news- 
paper backing, due primarily to the 
fact that there was no other show 
in town on which the dailies could 
comment. 

WPA locally opened its ‘Lonely 
Man’ fantasy of Abraham Lincoln at 
the Blackstone on Sunday (16), start- 
ing off with an 8 o’clock curtain. Has 
revised version of ‘O Say Can You 
Sing’ in rehearsal. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Katharine Cornell Repertory— 
Grand (1,300; $3.30) (lst week). 
Fortnight for Miss Cornell’s two 


shows, ‘Wingless Victory’ and ‘Can- 
dida. Advance sale assures cinch 
click at the b. o. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (15th week). Pu- 
litzer Prize helped boost the take 
once more, holding it up to $14,000, 
fine. 

WPA 

‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Opened 
on Sunday (16). 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 
All-colored show readying to call it 
quits. 


KATHARINE CORNELL’S 
BIG PHILLY $26,000 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Philly’s legit season of 1936-37 
wound up in a blaze of glory, even if 
it hadn’t shown much that way at 
various other periods. Katharine 
Cornell appearing for a single week 
at the Forrest and giving four per- 
formances each of ‘Candida’ and 
‘Wingless Victory’ grossed approx- 
imately $26,000 on the week, which 
was plenty satisfactory from all 
standpoints. 

Weakest performance (financially) 
was Monday opener which merely 
bore out the fact that it has been al- 
most impossible to get sellout first 
nights here in Philly all year, no 
matter what the attraction. Under- 
standable with try-outs but hard to 
figure in cases of Cornell, Gielgud 
and D’Oyly Carte Co. 

Not a thing is in sight or expected 
for any of Philly’s remaining legit 
houses, the Forrest, Erlanger and 
Chestnut. 

Estimate for Last Week 

Katharine Cornell, Forrest (1,800; 
$3.30). One week only with star 
giving ‘Candida’ first four perform- 
ances and ‘Wingless Victory’ last 
four. $26,000 grossed, with Monday 
opening weakest performance. 


Jane Cowl’s Newark 76 


Newark, May 18. 
Jane Cowl brought her season's 
tour of ‘First Lady’ to an end at the 
Shubert theatre here on Saturday 
(15) with the b. o. turning in a fair 
approximate $7,000 for the week. 
The crix did a rave, claiming it was 
best show of season, but local elec- 
tions and probably the $2.20 top, 
with only the Monday night doing 

a two-for-one, hurt considerably. 














‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) pix is in for | 


two weeks. 





Hedgerow Shaw Festival 


Philadelphia, May 18. 

Fourth Annual Shaw Festival of 
the Hedgerow Theatre in Rose Val- 
ley will run from July 19 to August 
14 this year. “Too True to Be Good,’ 
one of the later Shaw plays, will be 
the new production of the Hedge- 
rovians, who have in their repertory 
twelve of the Irish playwright’s 
works. 

Other plays to be given will in- 
clude ‘Arms and the Man,’ ‘Candida,’ 
“You Never Can Tell,’ ‘The Devil's 
Disciple,’ ‘Getting Married,’ ‘Mis- 
alliance,’ ‘Androcles and the Lion,’ 
‘The Dark Lady of the Sonnets,’ 
‘Heartbreak House,’ and ‘St. Joan.’ 








Floating Strawhat 


Preston Tuttle, Jean Rosenthal and 
Winston O'Keefe have taken over 
former Periwinkle Showboat, float- 
ing summer theatre on Long Island 
sound, N. Y., and have rechristened 
it the Showboat Theatre, for the 
same purpose, Expect to. start 
around June 21, 

Plan is to form a rep company and 
Play various spots along Westchester, 
Long Island bays. Old plays along 
lines of ‘Drunkard’ will be used on 
three-day stand basis. 


- 





‘ROOM SERVICE’ OKE 


$8,200 IN BALTIMORE 





Baltimore, May 18. 

George Abbott openings are now 
a Baltimore tradition. Town greeted 
his latest comedy ‘Room Service’ in 
pleasant style ringing up a satis- 
factory $8,200 for the week. Good 
reception from local crix who hailed 
new comedy as sure Broadway hit 
and Abbott record here of capable 
past performances had customers 
coming steadily from opening night 
building up to a bang-up week-end. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ current at Ford’s 
with good advance sale to its credit. 
Will no doubt wind up local legit 
season which has been best in years. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Room Service,’ Maryland (1,570; 
2.20). Abbott’s name, good local 
draw, plus raves from local crix 


helped b.o. steadily all week to build 
up satisfactory $8,200 for this tryout. 


‘SEA LEGS’ $9,200, 





RAT’ $6,500: HUB’ 





Boston, May 18. 


With the legit season sagging to an | 
end, after a succession of successful | 


shows, ‘Brother Rat,’ beginning its 
15th week at the Plymouth, is on its 
last legs. ‘Sea Legs,’ after a one- 
week tryout at the Colonial, moves 
on in considerably improved condi- 
tion, but still a very dubious piece 
of show property. 

Roadshowing of ‘Captains Coura- 


geous’ (MG) took over the Colonial 
Monday night (17) for three weeks. | 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Sea Legs,’ Colonial ($2.75, one 
week )—Optimists say this new mu- 


sical drew women and children. In | 


its present form, even though 
proved since opening, will 
little excitement when it 
Broadway; $9,200 for the 
stanza here. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Colonial ($2.75; 14th 
week )—Getting a little pale after 
dandy run; $6,500 last week. 


TWO SHOWS OUT 


At least two attractions are off the 
Broadway list, both having folded 
Saturday (15) and both failed. None 
is scheduled to close this week, 
but several are dependent on at- 
tendance. ‘Orchids Preferred’ was 
yanked at the Imperial after seven 


im- 
cause 
hits 
tryout 











‘ORCHIDS PREFERRED’ 


Opened May 11,’37. Roundly 
lambasted by all the reviewers, 
who went to extreme lengths 
in their punishment. John 
Mason Brown (Post) alternately 
slugged it with ‘boring, ama- 
teurish, pointless, and feeble.’ 











performances. Maybe $5,000 in seven 
performances of musical that was 


-panned. 
‘Without Warning’ was taken off | 
at the National after one perform- | 





‘WITHOUT WARNING’ 


Opened May 1, °37. Of the 
five opinioners who caught 
‘Warning’ Douglas Gilbert 


(Telegram) was the single non- 
conformist in the thumbs down 
attitude. ‘A mystery of merit’ 
said Gilbert. Robert Coleman 
(Mirror) found himself ‘unable 
to agree with the audience, 
which gave it a rousing ova- 
tion.’ 

Variety (Ibee) named it a cut- 
rate candidate. 











ance more than two weeks. Mystery | 


play tried cut rating but got little 
coin. 


Current Road Shows 





(Week of May 17) 


‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 

‘Dead End,’ Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 

‘Follies,’ Ford’s, Baltimore. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 


‘Idiot’s Delight?’ (‘Lunt and 
Fontanne), Shrine Audi, Des 
Moines, 17; High School Audi, 


Omaha, 18; Audi, Denver, 20-2]. 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 


‘FOLLIES’ $21,000 





Washington, May 18. 
National's legit season bowed out 
Saturday (15) with ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
taking approximately $21,000 for 
week. Warm weather and late date 
considered, figure was oke at $3.50 
top. Cap now legitless until Road- 





side Theatre, semi-pro barn venture, 
begins fourth season next month. 

National will stay open with three 
| weeks of ‘Lost Horizon’ flicker be- 
fore locking the b.o, 


TTovarich’ Grabs 


106 in Washup 





Los Angeles, May 18. 
‘Tovarich’ wound up four healthy 
| weeks at the Biltmore (15), with 
| house shuttering for couple of weeks 
| until Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
| move in with ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Fed- 
erals have three shows going to fair 
returns. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore (D-1,656; $2.75 ) 
(4th-final week). 
| strong, as expected, and opus closed 
to around $10,000, as predicted. 
(WPA) 
‘Tomorrow's a _ Holiday,’ 
| Comedy drama _ directed 
| Langan set to run until May 23. 
| ‘Help Yourself,’ Mason. Breezy 
farce also skedded to stick until May 
| 23. 





Mayan. 
by 


| ‘Blind Alley,’ Hollywood Play- | 
house. Gangster drama _ drawing | 
{fair trade following six weeks 


downtown run earlier in season, 


‘NEW PLAYS LISTED 
FOR SKOWHEGAN, ME. 


Skowhegan, Me., May 17. 

Melville Burke, director of the 
Lakewood Players for the coming 
| season, announced this past 
following a trip to 
that Katharine Alexander, Erin 
O’Brien-Moore, Jean Dixon, Martha 
Sleeper, Frankie Thomas, Jr.; Mary 
Philips, Hardie Albright, Tom 
| Keene, Owen Davis, Jr.; Grace Staf- 
ford, Warren Hymer, Albert Hack- 
ett, Robert Kent and Astrid Allwyn, 
will be seen in Lakewood theatre 
productions here this summer. 
From the Broadway stage will 
come Arthur Byron, Blanche Yurka, 
|! Edith Barrett, Nance O’Neil, Mary 
|Servoss, Taylor Holmes, James 
| Rennie and Sally Rand. 
| Mary Rogers will come east for 
| her fourth season at Lakewood. 
| Season will open May 29, with 
| the presentation of ‘Rollo’s Wild 
| Oat’ by Clare Kummer. The new 
| plays will include, during the sea- 
| son, William E. Barry’s ‘Prodigal 
Father, starring Arthur’ Byron. 
| Warren Hymer will be seen in a 
/new comedy about Hollywood, 
| written by his father, John B. Hy- 
| 


| 
| 


Hollywood, 





mer. 

Erin O’Brien-Moore has prom- 
ised to star in a new farce by Owen 
| Davis, called ‘Two-Time Mary.’ In 
| ‘Reno,’ a new play by John Hag- 
| gart, will be Jean Dixon, Katharine 
Alexander, Mary Philips, Grace 
| Stafford and Tom Keene. Hardie 
| Albright and Martha Sleeper will be 
| seen in a new comedy, ‘Private Con- 
fession,’ by Mr. Albright and Austin 
| Parker. 


| The following plays are sched- 
| uled: 
| June 7—Blanche Yurka in ‘The | 


Wild Duck’ by Henrik Ibsen. 

June 14—Edith Barrett in J. B. 
Priestley’s ‘Eden End.’ 

June 21—Edith Barrett in 
nell,’ 

June 28—Frankie Thomas, Jr., in 
| ‘Seventeen’ by Booth Tarkington. 

July 5—Nance O'Neill in ‘The 
Lady of La Paz’ by Edith Ellis. 

Dates subject to rearrangement: 

July 12—Hardie Albright and 
Martha Sleeper in ‘Private Confes- 
sion.’ 


‘Par- 


July 19—‘Boy Meets Girl’ with 
| Grace Stafford. 

July 26—Katharine Alexander, 
Jean Dixon, Mary Philips, Tom 





Keene in ‘Reno’ by John Haggart. 
August 2—Katharine Alexander in 
‘First Lady.’ 
August 9—Erin O’Brien-Moore in 
| ‘Two-Time Mary’ by Owen Davis. 
| August 16—Arthur Byron in ‘The 
| Prodigal Father’ by W. E. Barry. 
August 23—Warren Hymer 
new play on Hollywood by 
i Hymer. 


J. B 


AT NATIONAL, WASH. 


Stanza in L. A. 


Trade held fairly | 


week, | 


in a 


Indications are that Broadway will 
enter the June period with 20 attrac- 
tions, but how many houses will be 
lighted by July 4 is anybody's guess. 
Number of shows will naturally drop 


out of the list as the open season 
progresses, but an unusual number 
of shows. Entering during the lat- 


ter half of May, snould tend to bolster 
the card. 

Two shows opened last week, three 
will debut this week and another 
duo are due in starting next Monday 
revivals being included. 


The pair 
which came in last week were the 
revived ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and a 
musical called ‘Orchids Preferred,’ 


which promptly went over the Im- 
perial boards Saturday after seven 
times. 

‘Abie’ drew a fair press but re- 
ceived a strong radio send-off. It 
grossed $4,000 in six times and the 
expectation is for a weekly pace over 
$6,000 which would be profitable as 
the house and show are under the 
|same management. ‘Sea Legs,’ an- 
other musical, opened Tuesday with 
the touted ‘Room _ Service’ the 
Wednesday premiere. Revival of 
‘Damaged Goods,’ Monday, was 
well regarded. 

No gains were made last week, 
with two rainy nights, but business 





surprisingly held to the previous 
| week’s levels—about average for | 
|May. Summer list possibilities vacil- 


lated again, upon the announcement 
that ‘The Show Is On’ will continue, 


John | 


‘DELIGHT, $13,000, 


Minneapolis, May 


| 
| nae 
18. 


For the first time a Theatre Guild 
uw ill be | 


| attraction, ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
| passed by Minneapolis for St. Paul, 
| limiting its Twin City engagement 

to two nights and a matinee at the 
| St. Paul Auditorium, which boasts 
| double the seating capacity of the 
| Minneapolis Metropolitan, where an- 
other Guild show, ‘Jane Eyre,’ played 
| to capacity several months ago 
‘Delight’ drew complete capacity 
| for every performance, turning hun- 

dreds away and grossing approxi- 
| mately $13,000. 


Wood Joins 
Ann Arbor Company 





Peggy 





Ann Arbor, Mich., May 18. 
Peggy Wood will replace Estelle 
Winwood in Robert Henderson’s 
Dramatic Festival production of ‘The 
Merchant of Venice’ opening Satur- 


day (22). Miss Wood will appear as 
Portia, which she played several 
seasons ago with George Arliss. 


Henderson has signed Gareth Hughes 
for Shylock and Rex Ingram for the 
Prince of Morocco role. This is first 
time for negro actor in latter part. 

Helen Chandler and Bramwell 
Fletcher opened last night (17) in 
three Noel Coward one-act plays to 
begin Robert Henderson’s 1937 dra- 
matic season here. For the first time 
outside of London and New York, 





| Henderson chose ‘Hands Across the 
} 4 ,’ ‘ 

Sea, ‘Still Life’ and ‘Ways and 
Means.’ 


Three more ‘Tonight at 8:30’ plays 
are to be presented during the fourth 
week of the festival, with Jessie 
Royce Landis and Charles Romano 
in ‘Shadow Play,’ ‘Fumed Oak’ and 
‘Family Album.’ 


| Fischer to Get $1,000 
Detroit, May 18. 

| Series of parties, thrown for Fanny 
| Brice, Willie Howard and other show 
biz friends, will cost Carlos J. Mc- 
| Kinney and his wife, former Ethel 
| Norris, of musical comedy, $1,000 
| damages to a home rented them by 
|Carl Fischer, dance hall operator, 
| Judge Arthur Webster ruled last 
Friday (14). 

Fischer had asked $4,500 for dam- 
age to furnishings, during a 
of parties. 

Buck Hill Plays 


Stroudsburg, Pa., May 17 





| Buck Hill Players, directed by 
Cornelia Stabler Gillam with the - 
sistance of Franklin Webb = and 


Ralph Pendleton, at Buck Hill Falls, | 


Pa., announce the opening play a 
| Philip Zarry’s ‘Sporting Dance.’ 
i This will be followed by ‘Moo! 


| Born’ and ‘The Dover Road,’ 

Three new players are Presco An- 
derson, John Becker, and William 
Stephenson, 


not 


ST. PAUL, IN 2 DAYS: 


series | 


ees 


Bway Lesit List Narrowing Down: 
But 20 Shows Remain for June 


| while ‘High Tor’ will exit after an- 
other two weeks. 

In addition to ‘Orchids,’ ‘Without 
Warning’ also dropped out of the go- 
ing, having fared badly at the Na- 
tional. No definite closings this week. 
|‘Money Mad,’ which was first dis- 
played as ‘Bet Your Life’ recently, 
will try again this time at the 49th 
St. Also slated next week is a re- 
vival of ‘The Bat.’ WPA lists a revue 
called ‘The Machine Age.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Babes in 


Arms,” Shubert (6th 
week ) (M-1,382-$3.85 ) Not as 
trong as expected, but getting 
rather good money especially at 


week ends; around $18,000 mark last 
week, 


‘Boy Meets’ Girl,” Ambassador 
(78th week) (C-1,156-$1.65). Moved 
here Monday (17) from Cort: cut 
rates helped considerably of late; 
rated around $7,000. 

| ‘Behind Red Lights,’ 46th St. (19th 
| week) (D-1,375-$2.20). Another show 
aided by cut rating; party helped 


' 
last week also; takings approximated 


| $6,500 last week. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (23rd 
week) (C-991-$1.65) No material 


change in pace: gro 


about $8,500 or 


slightly less, but geared to make 

| goodly profit at figure 

| ‘Dead End,’ Belasco (82nd week) 

| (CD-1,000-$1.65). Still making some 

profit with takings topping $5,000 
scale was reduced; summer 

| chances not definite. 


‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (7th week) 
(CD-804-$3.30). Not getting ex- 
pected grosses but making some 
| money; last week not far from $8,000; 
house putting in cooling plant 


| since 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
| (13th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Party 
|}or two helped keep gross up to 
| previous week's mark; quoted at 


$12,000 or slightly 

‘High Tor,’ Beck 
1,124-$3.30), 
mer going 
more; has 
last week. 

‘Orchids Preferred,’ Imperial, 
Stopped suddenly Saturday; played 


more, 

(19th week) 
Definitely out of 
announcing two 

slipped; $10,000 o1 


(D- 
ume 
weeks 
less 


seven performances; about $5,000; 
| musical plenty red. 

‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (5th 
| week ) (C-961-$3.30). ‘Business 
| somewhat improved but continuing 
| any for picture rights; paced 
around $4,500 last week. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (Ist week) 


(C-1,059-$3.30). Presented by George 
Abbott; written by John P. Murray 
and Allen Boretz; well-regarded out 
of town; opens tonight (19). 

‘Sea Legs,’ Mansfield (lst week) 
(M-1,097-$3.30). Presented by Albert 
Bannister and J. Edmund Byrne; 
score by Michael Cleary; book and 
lyrics by Arthur Swanstrom; opened 
Tuesday. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (22d 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Will extend 
into June and may last longer; just 


matter of how much business; has 
been operating profitably right 
along; over $26,000 last week. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (2Ist 


week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Again ap- 
proximated 0,000, which is top 
money for straight shows; only 
‘Show Is On’ getting more. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (180th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). One of most 
surprising runs on record, but op- 
erates to modest grosses, which have 
been around $5,000 lately. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (32nd week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Rated with the sea- 
son’s best grossers;: off from former 
pace but still making goodly profit; 
okay last week at $14,000. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (64th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). Another week to go and may 
spurt for final performances but still 
in the money with better than 
$15,000. 

‘Without Warning,’ National, Taken 
off Saturday after playing two weeks 
and one night. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
‘house (lth week) (C-878-$3.30). Qne 
| of season’s top laugh shows; rain af- 
| fected some performances last week; 
| dipped up $15,000 for first time. 
| ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
| Booth (23d week) (C-704-$3.30). Al- 
| ways to capacity, plus standing room; 
| Pulitzer prize winner tops $15,000 
| every week. 

Revivals, Ete. 

| ‘Abie’s Irish Rose, Little (2nd 
week) (C-530-$2.75). Record run 
| how got fair press break; favorable 
| 

' 





indications after premiere. 
‘Damaged Goods,’ 48th Street. 

| vival opened Monday. 

| ‘King Richard WI,’ St. James; one 

|! more week to go; still excellent at 

$16,000. 


Re- 


‘Naughty Naught,’ American Mu- 
c Hall; due off soon. 
WPA 
‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott; last two 
| weeks. oo | 
| “Phe Sun and J,’ Adelphi; final 
| week, 


| ‘Der, Mamlock, Daly's. 
‘Power,’ Ritz. 
‘Candide’ and ‘Hew Long Brethren,’ 
Bayes. 
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Plays on Broadway 





ABIE’S IRISH ROSE 





(REVIVAL) 

Comedy in thee acts by Anne Nichols. 
Presented and staged by the author, Set- 
tings, Cirker & Robbins, At Little, N. : a 
May 12, '57. Top $2.75 $5.50 opening). 
Isaac Cohen...........+.+--Bernard Gorcey 
Mrs Isaac Cohen....cesecvess Bertha Walden 
Rabbi Jacob Samuels,.......John G, Bertin 
Solomon Levy .a---cceseesd Alfred H. White 
Abraham Le@vy....ecsccceess Richard Bond 
Ro I M seseesse M n Shockl 
r Murp! peer? Fay | 
Fa r John Whaler J lun 
Maid of H j LS | 
Ma n Honor Shannon Dean | 
Bria NAIGB. cicecedses Ard Hf 


‘Abie’ returns to Broadway, after | 
ten years in camphor, and still re-| 
tains vitality. That it has now become } 
in addition to e«n_ entertainment 
something of a museum piece wil 
not hurt its box office chances. Its 
simplicity, its directness, its thick 
frosting of hokum are disarming. 
Written before the slogan ‘economics 
is destiny’ took hold of the theatre 
the thing is sheer fairy tale com- 
pletely insulated from reality. 
Right now, there is evidence that 
the public wants desperately to 
laugh. ‘Abie’ will assist them. And 
it wouldn’t be surprising to find the 
sophisticates lending an ear. There 
are dozens of selling angles for the 
classic marathon, its legendary char- 
acter among them. On the road it 
should bring back old legit-goers| 
long absent and should gather in} 
the new generation. ‘Abie’ is old | 
school. Human hearts are as big as| 
watermelons. The _ sentimentality | 
makes Dickens seem misanthrophic. | 
It’s been years since most theatre- | 
goers have seen mugging like Ber- | 
nard Gorcey’s Isaac Cohen, exit | 
pantomime on bare stage like Alfred | 
White’s or a thick tad like William | 
Fay’s characterization. Give this) 
bunch an ordinary audience and} 
they'll shake the laugh-meter. Even | 
the Broadway smarties gave in open- 
ing night. 

‘Abie’ has speed. That’s one of its| 
merits. No waste motion. Act III} 
opens, for example, on a Christmas | 
tree lighted for semi-dark stage with | 
a Jewish husband and his Christian 
wife kneeling beside a newly-born 
baby. That's an eyeful of tells-all-at- 
a-glance tableau. From then on it’s 
give and take, line for line, like 
a well-trained prize fighter. 

In its simple terms ‘Abie’ also is 
a preachment for tolerance. And} 
tolerance today, as in 1922, when it| 
was first produced, is a moral note} 
that makes the best elements par- 
tisan. 

Old timers in the cast play with 
exact knowledge of where the laughs 
are. Two newcomers are the young 
leads, both picture possibilities. Ma- 
rian Shockley is a redhead for the 
occasion. Richard Bond a snappy- 
looking number, with six feet of 
stature and a smile he could turn 
on more frequently—although Abie 
has more anguish than mirth to his 
lot. There are half a dozen gorgeous 
dames for bridesmaids. Land. 


DAMAGED GOODS 


Drama in three acts (two sets) by Eugene 
Trieux, new adaptation based on John Pol- 
lock’s English translation. Staged by Henry 








o 
as 





Herbert. Presented by Richard Highley, 
at the 48th St. theatre, N, Y., May 17, 
"37. $2.20 top. 
Gorges DuPont. ...066e60. Staats Cotsworth 
eee Beer Te rere Teer Henry Herbert 
NUNN: 6.d'v-6S san 000’ 004 0% Florence Barry 
Madame DuPont..............Marie Curtis 
Nurse..... ; oopsnsesseuel Johnne Barrie 
Justin....... ..«e+-Bruce Rogers 
nn) DOME. «ss tcdeaden ce baee Ann Sorel 
ic: SOMO eg ccnnveesess Thomas F. Tracey 
MMs 6.20% 0064040146000680680% Rose Flynn 
SO Re ere Cree Stapleton Kent 
GON 4.6) oo cedsanacevesgcecnesd Jane Lancroft 
Just one of those embarrassing 


mishaps of a waning Broadway sea- 
son. A courageous attack on a dread 


’| bearing on marriage. 
j}scene to provoke or arouse disgust, | 


subject. some 20 or so years ago, 
‘Damaged Goods’ is now merely a 
thunderous repetition of the obvi- 
ous. The subject is still somewhat 
unpleasant, but old-fashioned treat- 
ment simply makes it tiresome. Show 
is negligible as a b. o. possibility for 
Broadway and nil for Hollywood, 
Program note quotes the author as 
follows: “The object of this play is a 
study of the disease of syphilis in its 
It contains no 


nor is there in it any obscene word; 
and it may be witnessed by every- 


one, unless we must believe that 
folly and ignorance are necessary 
conditions of female virtue. That 


about sums up the idea. 


What action there is concerns a 
young man who learns on the eve 
of his wedding that he has con- 
tracted syphilis. Against the advice 
of his physician he goes through 
with the marriage. When his child 
is discovered to be infected, the scan- 
dal becomes known. At the end the 
physician pleads for tolerance from 
the others and holds out the hope 
of cure and happiness for all con- 
cerned. What the world needs to 
combat syphilis, he says, is education. 

All of which may have been neces- 
sarily shocking drama once. But, 
with public schools, magazines, news- 
papers and even the radio now 
frankly attacking the question, it’s 
now common knowledge—or should 
be to Broadway theatre audiences. 


As it now stands, ‘Damaged Goods’ 
is clumsy and repetitious. Some of 
its dialog is unintentionally funny 
and it carries no dramatic punch. 
The direction is uninspired and sta- 
tic. The acting, for the most part, 
is as bad or worse than the play. 
In the leading part of the doctor, 
Henry Herbert stumbles over his 
lines all the way through the play. 
Most of the others either chew the 
scenery or remain completely in- 
audible. 

Only Jane Bancroft in a fat bit at 
very close breathes vibrance into the 
play. Received the sole hand of the 
evening. Hobe. 


ORCHIDS PREFERRED 








ception of three or four, not up to 
the mark. } 

‘Orchids referred’ might have 
been better had the show been kept 
out of New York and revised as is 
usual with most musicals. Its one 
performance in Philadelphia was of 
little purpose except to annex pub- 
licity, when the Mayor banned it on 
immorality grounds. There were 
probably little changes during the 
Newark date and there was little 
that the authorities could get 
steamed up over, though some of the 
material is in bad taste. 

Story starts in the apartment of 
two taxi girls, those who get good 
money for the cab fare home after 
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Musical play in two acts (11 scenes) pre- | 
sented at Imperial, N. Y¥., May 11, "37, by 
Charles H Abramson; score by Dave 
Stamper; book and lyrics by Fred Heren 
deen: book staged by Alexander Leftwich; 
dances by Robert Sanford. Top, $3.30. 
Gertrude Devereaux ..ee+-..- Hilda Knight 
Violet Mannin® .ccccovceces Frances Threes 
Billi CEREKRCCHO ODER OCESEDS Doris Vinton 
{5° SPrerre ee Tree re errs Elsie Edwards 
Margie ..cccccssccessocsess Margie Conradi 
Sally .ccocccveccesccvccecees Lillian Carson | 
Edithe eseseeeseseseseesseses Violet Carson | 
SUMMY ciciincccccccseccetseess Lucille Rich 
Marion Brown cseceeeeeees Vicki Cummings 
Bubbles Wilson.......++++.. Eddie Foy, Jr. 
BOWED ce cicceccesacéeedovense James Babbitt 
EROGSTMAM co dcccdsreseress William Chalmers 
Penelope Halchester ..........6-. Cela Krebs 
Evangeline Landreth ....++..« Julie Sterling 
Henry Warrenton .....cccceeed Jack Clifford 
Hortense Chatfield .........5. Frew Donald 
Mary Ann Miller ....ccccesse/ Audrey Elliott 
Lillian Mahoney ......++ee.- 3enay Venuta 
COMO cbctencvizcvicesisais Bill Pillick 
oo! re. re Sévethe ad Jack Curry 
Helene Windsor .....eeeeeeeeeeee Fay Long 
ORGS si ccsccvesecvesoecesere Phyllis Avery 
Dr. SOMMers ...cccvccsccsecccses Bob Borger 
Dorothy Charters .....c..ce0... Verna Long 
Teddy Barber .....cccceess Henry Russell 
FEONTY MONTOO 2. ccccccccdosesces Bob Rice 
BUD cccvsseteescedtcccceense Verda Twiford 
OVER chOb660 600s Kose ceebeeenees Dilys Miles 
BUY cesesocccssccsscvevesstes Helen Martin 
ID iw 0 90.65.08 0.0464400860b0bbe ets 48 Joanne 
MEN srcbaccciseadscoccdeasesges Jules Walton 





Bimmer TAUM ....cccccccecd Tack 
Elizabeth Hope ......cceee: Helen Leftwich 
Richard Hope, Sr. ..csccecsss Leslie Austin 





Second of the spring’s musicals is 
an also-ran and if it has a chance for 
summer, that is very faint: Some 
parts of the premiere performance 
are sub-professional, if not amateur- 
ish. Score is the best feature of the 
show, the book is roaming and 





enervating, the players with the ex- 
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Stepping out of a taxi...dancing on Man- 
hattan’s roofs...this is the “tipped toe” 
sandal you'll see on the prettiest feet. 


Perforated white suede, 1375 


562 FIFTH AVE. 450 FIFTH AVE. 49 W. 34th ST. 
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dining with money guys or whatever 
else their profession calls for. New 
girl, out of a book shop and inno- 


son, young Wall Streeter, drops in. 
He is giving a bachelor party and 
they all exit to a night club. 

There Marion, the new girl, gains 
the attention of Dick Hope, son of a 
broker, and after the cafe goings-on 
all hands go to his apartment. 
Marion dons flossy pajamas but she 
isn’t that kind of a girl and although 
the others have left the pair alone, 
she defends her honor and scrams. 
There is a market tip that goes 
wrong and also something about the 
backing of a night elub in Rio, a 
scene in a women’s solarium where 
some unattractive feminine forms 
are disclosed and in the finale a 
triple wedding. 

Solarium scene was supposed to be 

(Continued on page 60) 


ANNE NICHOLS HOPES 





TO TRY ‘HEY’ AGAIN: 





Anne Nichols, whose ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ is revived at the Little, N. Y., 
plans another crack at ‘Hey Diddle 
Diddle’ next season. Producer-au- 
thor tried out the Bartlett Cormack 
comedy earlier this season, but it 
finally folded out of town without 
reaching Broadway. Lucille Ball, 
now with RKO in Hollywood, has 
been approached to repeat comedy 
part she had in ‘Diddle.’ 

Understood none of the other 
originals will be cast. Actress’ next 
for RKO will be ‘Stage Door,’ with 
Katharine Hepburn, Ginger Rogers 
and Burgess Meredith. 


H’wood Strike Delays 
Central City Contracts 








Denver, May 18. 

With the Hollywood strike delay- 
ing the signing of contracts for the 
Central City play festival, intensive 
preparations have been delayed to 
around June 1, when Richard S. 
Aldrich, who will direct and co- 
ordinate the various activities in 
connection with the festival, will be 
in Denver. Aldrich will confer with 
the backers and guarantors, and 
will visit Central City, view the 
opera house, and plan various de- 
tails. After two weeks here he re- 
turns to New York, where rehearsals 
will be carried on. 


‘These 4 Years’ in K. C. 


Kansas City, May 18. 








Whittridge | 


William Morris, Jr., of the William 
| Morris agency, Chi., was in town last 
| week conferring with W. Zolley 
| Lerner anent the latter's play, ‘These 
| Four Years,’ for possible Broadway 
production. Noel Warwick of the 
Morris office, N. Y., will be here this 
week to see the Resident Theatre's 
production of the play. 

Lerner has been producer and di- 
rector of the Resident theatre for 
the past three years. This is his first 
attempt at authorship. 


Detroit’s WPA Play 


Detroit, May 18. 
‘Let Freedom Ring,’ under direc- 
tion of Austin Coghlin who recently 
came from N. Y. to join local group. 
opens Friday (21) at local WPA the- 
atre. Will run through Sunday. 
May 30. , 
Louise Huntington, from N. Y. 
Theatre Project, makes her Detroit 
debut as femme lead. 








Nab Alberto Bolet 


Alberto Bolet, violinist and leader 
of the Three Continentals at Hotel 
Roosevelt lounge here, was arrested 
Over week-end when jmmigration | 
authorities charged that he had en- 
tered this country illegally. He is a 
Cuban. 

Formerly on the concert stage and 
the former husband of member of 
Chicago’s wealthy reaper family, 
Bolet was once deported several 
years ago. He founded the Conser- 
vatory of Music in Havana and while 
in Hollywood in 1932 served as tech- | 
nical adviser for Lawrence Tibbett’s | 





picture, ‘Cuban Love Song,’ 


cent, joins up, and then Bubbles Wil- | 


————— 


Inside Stufl—Levt 





Imperial, N. Y., last week, but following the toasting given the show by 
the press resulted in little demand for tickets and the musical was with- 
drawn Saturday (15) after seven performances. Charles H. Abramson, 
who presented ‘Orchids,’ advised Equity after the banks closed. However, 
Equity’s bookkeepers were kept at the office for several hours writing 
checks on coin on deposit there protecting the salaries. 

Checks for the show were signed by an attorney representing the backer, 
| said to be a wealthy automobile man. Latter insisted on the retention of 
| specialty dance attempted by a feminine lead which first-nighters rated 
| distinctly amateurish. Show was first on the hands of A. L. Jones with 
|the backer reported to have posted $25,000 to start production. After 
| going over the script, Jones told the backer to keep his money and bowed 
out. Show figured to have ended in the red for about $25,000. 








Chances of ‘Dead End’ extending into a second summer at the Belasco, 
IN. Y., were upped last week when last season’s standout drama was ac- 
| corded second notices by three reviewers on the occasion of its 650th per- 
|formance. One critic expressed his liking of the show and friendliness 
‘ toward its presenter, Norman Bel Geddes, by calling attention to the fact 
that the ticket scale has been halved. 

Reviewers concerned were John Mason Brown (Post), Robert Coleman 
(Mirror) and Douglas Gilbert (World-Telegram). Latter did not orig- 
inally cover ‘End,’ but gave it the once over when taking over the critical 
post. 





Mary McCarthy in two issues of ‘The Nation’ charges that New York 
play reviewers, including VarRIETy’s, can’t tell acting from manuscript or 
direction. Says critics persistently fail to call the turn on bad acting and 
that any performer in a long part is practically guaranteed against a real 
pan simply because its a big part. Critic of the critics thinks the 1936-'37 
season of revivals revealed the aisle-seaters ignorance. With no play to 
write about they had to write about the players. 





Raymond Massey received perhaps the best publicity break of any actor 
on the Coronation broadcasts, due to the fact that his brother, Vincent 
Massey, represented Canada as high commissioner. One of the English 
narrators mentioned, on an international hookup, that Vincent Massey 
was a brother of Raymond Massey, ‘well known to us in London as an 
actor.” On NBC’s British actors’ salute from Hollywood, heard in Eng- 
land, mention also was made of this relationship. 





| Matty Zimmerman, general manager of Leblang’s, has been ordered 
to take a six months’ rest by his doctor. For the past year he has been 
under treatment for a heart ailment. Last week he repaired to his sum- 
| mer camp at Candlewood Lake, Conn. 

Re his absence Joey Keith, co-manager of the ticket agency, will be in 
| charge. 





| 
| 


P. Dodd Ackerman designed the settings used for the Coronation Ball 
held last Wednesday (12) at the swanky Seventh Regiment armory, N. Y. 
Part of the proceedings was broadcast, the colonel of the regiment 
complimenting the scenic artist during his interlude at the microphone. 

The setting pictured the interior of Westminster Abbey. 


FTP Setup in Chicago Is Headed by 


Prominent Legit Director-Managers 


Chicago, May 18. 
Now that the local Federal Theatre 
Project is ready with two new world 
premieres, the national head- 
quarters of the FTP has collected 
a wealth of data regarding the 








Jerome Mayer, both of whom have 
long records in show biz. Minturn 
produced some 30 shows in Chicago 
and has operated at various theatres. 
Mayer was stage manager for the 


| doit here are Harry Minturn and 


local Project setup, as evidence of its 
almost completely professional back- 
ground, in a campaign to prove that 
the . Federal Theatre Project is 
worthy of the fullest consideration 
on the part of press and public. 
Campaign is to impress upon the 
public that the Project’s produc- 
tions are the result of genuine pro- 
fessional personnel, and not ama- 
teurs as so many seem to think. 

Survey of the local FTP person- 
nel discloses that the heads of the 
Project have a considerable back- 
ground in the professional legit field, 
headed by George Kondolf, assistant 
to the national director and in 
charge of the Illinois region. Kon- 
dolf operated for six years with 
George Cukor, picture director, a 
stock company in Rochester, N. Y. 
Previous to this Kondolf was with 
Gilbert Miller in various capacities 
ranging from p.a. to company man- 
ager for several shows and manager 
of the Empire, N. Y. 


Donaghey is P.A. 


Press department here is headed 
by Frederick Donaghey who was the 
dean of Chicago legit critics, as re- 
viewer for the Chicago Tribune. 
Previously he was one of the men 
who made Chicago a production cen- 
ter through his activities as pro- 
ducer-owner of the old LaSalle the- 
atre shows. He is also a long-estab- 
lished writer on the theatre. As- 
sociated with Donaghey is Sam 
Ward who has been a general press 
agent in advance of some of the top 
vaude companies and legit shows 
during the past 12 years. 

Assistant to Kondolf is Russell 
Spindler, who was associated with 
Thomas Wood Stevens in the Globe 
theatre productions; was also stage 
manager of the Garden theatre in 
St. Louis and assistant director of | 
the Goodman theatre here. Esther 
Bilstead, Kondolf’s other assistant, | 
is the local expert in WPA saath 





| nique. 


Men of Experience 
Two producers working for Kon- 





Theatre Guild in N. Y. for several 
years, stepping out as a producer 
with ‘Noah,’ ‘Russet Mantle.’ Robert 
Milton, who has produced ‘Lonely 
Man,” first of the two world pre- 
mieres on the FTP list here, staged 
Mary shows in N. Y. He was also a 


director for Warners on the Coast. 
Assistant to Milton is John Hustcn, 
son of Walter Huston. 

Head of the playreading depart- 
ment of the FTP, here, is Susan 
Glaspell, who won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1931 with ‘Allison’s House.’ She 
was one of the founders of the 
Provincetown Players when that 
group was under the head of George 
Cram Cook. AssistiNg Miss Glaspell 
is Merlin Taylor, who was asso- 
cited with Alexander McKaig in the 
production of ‘The Racket,’ ‘Broken 
Dishes,’ ‘Solid South,’ ‘Men Must 
Fight,’ ‘Whispering in the Dark,’ 
and who also was assistant scenario 
editor in the eastern offices for both 
RKO and 20th Century-Fox. 


Boris Aronson, chief designer for 
the Project, has done sets for ‘Gold 
Eagle Guy,’ ‘Paradise Lost,’ ‘Three 
Men on a Horse.’ ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
‘Brother Rat.’ Before that he was 
head designer for Radio City Music 
Hall. Associated with Aronson are 





Clive Rickabaugh and Otto Benesch. 
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There was a cut rate deal for ‘Orchids Preferred’ before it openedatethe «on... : 
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Farley’s Hearst Offer 


iff between Bob Allen and Drew 
Pearson, duo who authored Merry- 
Go-Round books and scribble daily 
column of Washington gossip, and 
United Features Syndicate over 
suppression of story that Hearst or- 
ganization offered Postmaster Gen- 
eral Farley the job as general man- 
ager of the San Simeonite’s papers 
came to light Friday (14). 

Incident was revealed when 
Pearson-Allen combo circularized 
papers taking their chatter with let- 
ter explaining circumstances sur- 
rounding killing of the yarn, which 
authors said was 100% true and had 
not been challenged as to accuracy. 
Writers put the blame on a high 
executive of Hearst outfit, who was 
not identified by name or title. 

Killed story, mailed Tuesday (11) 
for Friday (14) release said Farley 
had ritzed Hearst’s $200,000-per-year 
offer and P.M.G.’s wife on hearing 
of the proposish said ‘Tell Mr. Hearst 
we're not Roosevelts.’ Story re- 
putedly was knifed because it was 
not flattering, 
of untruths. 

In letters to clients and when de- 
scribing incident to colleagues, Allen 


had been forwarded to United Fea- 
tures they were asked by a Hearst 
high-up to waste-basket the copy. 
They refused. Syndicate then sug- 


gested it be forgotten, but authors | 
again balked. Finally a kill was sent | looka,’ who was given a new 10-year 
out by United on its own initiative, | contract by the McNaught Syndicate, 
which drew the Pearson-Allen come- has a salary guarantee reported to 
occurred | be the biggest ever paid a cartoonist. 


back declaring action 
‘without our authorization and de- 
spite our vigorous protest. Memo 
added that tip had been confirmed 
by Farley and was not disputed by 
Hearstians, 





Foster Eds W-T Amusements 


Jack Foster, Jr., is editor of the 
new amusement section which start- 
ed last Saturday (15) in the N. Y. 
World-Telegram. Paper returned to 
3c. per copy basis with this issue, 
the experiment with the 5c. fee hav- 
ing been a costly one, according to 
reports in publishing circles. 

Amusement section will follow 
more or less the general lines of 
that employed by the N. Y. Evening 
Journal without actually copying it. 





Dan Parker’s New Contract 


Dan Parker, N. Y. Mirror’s sports 
editor and columnist, has been given 
a new contract for a period of five 
years during which time his salary 
will be scaled upward. New agree- 
ment replaces another’ contract 
which had two years to run which 
was torn up. 

Understood new deal for Parker 
was entered into at the instance of 
Jack Lait, Mirror’s editor. 





Atlanta Eds Win Fellowships 

Ralph McGill, sports editor of the 
Atlanta Constitution, has been 
awarded a fellowship by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund for six months’ 
study in Europe. He has been chosen 
to review and report on the part 


the press has played in Ireland and | 


Continental Europe in solving agri- 
cultural problems, and the attitude 
of the press toward such problems. 
He will leave in the fall to make 
his study. 

James S. Pope, assistant managing 
editor of the Atlanta Journal, was 
awarded a fellowship for study of 
the influence of the press on po- 
litical parties in England and Eu- 
rope. He will leave May 20. 





Conn Returns to Salt Lake 
After an absence of three months, 
during which he was associated with 
the Gardner Cowles organization in 
Des Moines, Kenneth S. Conn has 








rather than because | 


| kick. 


| 
| 


and Pearson explained after the copy | is expected to switch its name to the 





returned to Salt Lake City as man- | 


aging editor of the 
Tribune (a.m. sheet). 

Conn, prior to his executive post 
with Look mag, printed by the 
Cowles firm, was m.e. of the Sali 
Lake Telegram, owned by the Salt 
Lake Tribune Pub. Co. 


Salt Lake 





Changes on Philly Record 


Arthur Pierce, chief editorial 
writer of the Philadelphia Record. 
has been made executive director in 
charge of editorial. Rates next to 
William F. Hawkes, managing editor 
and ahead of Aubrey Clarke, assist- 
ant managing editor. 

With J. David Stern, publisher, 
and Harry T. Saylor, editor, con- 
tinuing to give more and more at- 
tention to the New York Post, un- 
derstanding is that Luther Harr, for- 
mer financial editor and advisor of 
the Record, is shortly to return as 


publisher. He is now Pa. State Sec- 
retary of Banking. 
Peter Stirling, Record drama 


critic for last several seasons, bows 
out of that stint at the end of the 
current season. His place is being 
taken by Edwin H. Schloss, music 
critic, who will handle both assign- 
ments. Latter’s assistant isn’t set. 
Stirling, whose real name is David 
Stern, 3d (son of the paper’s owner), 
is now writing editorials, but is un- 
derstood to be angling for the pur- 
chase of a daily, possibly in either 
Trenton or Harrisburg. 





Claims 4th Estate Priority 


Despite the fact that phrase ‘the 
Fourth Estate’ was coined by 
Edmund Burke in a_e speech in 
Parliament more than 100 years ago, 
and the phrase has been widely used 
to cover newspapers of any de- 
scription, attorneys for Editor and 
Publisher have written to a New 
York organization called the Fourth 
Estate Club, protesting against the 
use of the name. 

Mag contends that it has exclusive 
rights to its use in connection with 
newspapers and magazines by virtue 
of its having bought a publication of 
that name a decade or so ago. Club 


Town Criers Club as a result of the 





New Contract 
of ‘Joe Pa- 


Ham Fisher’s 


Ham Fisher, creator 


Undisclosed figure is claimed to 
exceed that given the late Sid 
Smith, who was paid at the rate 
of $1,000,000 for ‘The Gumps’ over 
a 10-year period. 





Charm On the Way 


New monthly pocket size mag 
titled Charm is due out next month 
(15). Sydney Spier, Broadway p.a., 
will edit the publication which will 
be directed to women readers. Pub- 
lication offices will be in New York 
at 480 Lexington Ave. 

Mag will sell for a quarter. 





Cincy Post Guild Contract 


First labor agreement between a 
Cincinnati paper and its editorial 
employees was negotiated last week 
by the Scripps-Howard Post and its 
allied Kentucky Post, with workers 
represented by Cincinnati News- 
paper Guild. 

Contract provides for wage mini- 
mums, a five-day, 40-hour week, and 
job-severance indemnities. 





Hearst Closed Shop Report 


W. R. Hearst and the American 
Newspaper Guild are reported dick- 
ering on a contract that would bind 
all Hearst papers to a closed shop 
editorially. Understood Hearst has 
informed all his publishers that he 
wants no labor trouble, and contract 
covering the entire Hearst string is 
said to be favored by the Guild as 
well as the publisher. 





N. Y. Office Guild Meets 


First organization meeting of the 
Newspaper Office Guild of New York 
was held on Mon. (17). Membership 
will be open to all newspaper em- 
ployees who are not members of 
typographical or editorial unions. 

Meeting was sponsored by the 
Newspaper Guild, the American Ad- 
vertising Guild and the Bookkeepers’ 
Union. 





Dell Sues on ‘Modern’ 





Dell Publishing Co. filed suit in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court Monday (17) to 
restrain the Ultem Publishing Corp. 
from carrying out its plan of naming 
a new magazine ‘Modern Movies,’ 
claiming the use of the word ‘mod- 
ern’ in the title infringes on several 
of the plaintiff's mags. 

Dell Corp. at present has on the 
stands at least three pulps containing 
the disputed word in their titles and 
which Dell claims is exclusive. New 
mag is due on the stands June 1. 


| 
Cinema Mag Stock Sale | 
Plan to peddle 170,000 shares of 
new common stock, via William J. | 
Merick and Co., were revealed by | 
Cinema Magazine, Inc., of New York 
on Friday (14) in an application 
filed with Federal Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 
Amending prior papers, mag said 
par tickets will be ofiered to 





$1 


underwriter at $2 apiece for public | 
In addition to | 


sale at unfixed price. 
this batch. company 
3.504 tickets to former 
at $2 and 4,378 at $2.50. 

(Continued on page 61) 
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RESOURCEFUL PROFESSORS 


No French Horn—So Invent a Sub- 
stitute 








Philadelphia, May 18. 
Dr. W. G. F. Swann is conductor 
of Swarthmore Symphony Orch. He 
is also director of Bartol Research 
Foundation of the Franklin Institute. 
Picked piece requiring a French 
horn, and found none of his 40 musi- 


cians could play one. Called in his 
assistant researcher, Dr. William E. 
Danforth. 

Saturday the two scientists an- 
nounced they didn’t need a French 
horn player because they had in- 
vented a synthetic instrument to take 
its place. They call it an oscillion. 
It is an oblong box played like a 
piano. It can simulate a bass clari- 
net or French horn. At Swarthmore 
(rch concert Thursday the prof will 
lead his desired piece after all, using 
two oscillions, one for each instru- 
ment. 





Man Without a Country 


Opera in two acts (five scenes) presented 
by Metropolitan Opera Co. at Metropolitan, 
° ~ 


N. Y., May 12, ‘'37; score, Walter Dam- 
rosch; scenario, Damrosch; libretto, Arthur 
Guiterman; based on Edward Everett 
Hale’s short story of same title; conducter, 
Damrosch; chorus maste Fausto Cleva; 
stage director, Desire Defrere; ship scene 
designed by David Twachtman. 

Cast: Arthur Carron, Helen Traubel, 
George Rasely, Joseph Royer, John Gurney, 
Nicholas Massue, Lodovico, Oliviero, Wil- 
fred Engelman, George Cehanovsky, Donald 
Dickson, Daniel Harris, Louis D'Angelo, 
Norman Cordon, Robert Nicholson, Thelma 
Votipka, Maxine Stellman, Lucielle Brown- 
ing, Maria Matyas, Jarna Paull, Ludwig 


Burestaller, 





This is the 18th American opera 
produced by the Met. It is not a 
good opera, neither musically nor 
from any stage standpoint. With a 
new score and some story trimming 
it could be a good film—but for that 
picture companies don’t need the 
opera; they can make use of the orig- 
inal Hale story. 

Audience collected for the pre- 
miere of the newest Damrosch work 
(it is his third opera) was highly 
enthusiastic. But it was obvious that 
this was intended as a tribute to the 
old boy; he’s 75 now and still going 
strong; it is obvious that he knows 
his music and his Wagner. In fact, 
that last is a bit too obvious when 
one listens to ‘The Man Without a 
Country.’ Whole stretches of it ra- 
mind too painfully of ‘The Flying 
Dutchman’—painfully, because this 
present work only reminds, it hasn’t 
the genius or depth or movement of 
the Wagner classic. 

Damrosch is perhaps the most in- 
fluential musical figure in America 
at the moment; radio has done that. 
That, plus the title and story value 
of the opera, should get it a few 
more performances than it normally 
would get, but it won’t be enough. 
As witness the two previous Dam- 
rosch operas, the names of which no 
one can recall. (For the record: 
they are ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ and 
the ‘Scarlet Letter’). 

In transmuting the Edward Ever- 
ett Hale yarn to the operatic stage, 
Damrosch has invented a romance 
for Philip Nolan, a girl whom the 
young lieutenant was alle.edly in 
love with and for ‘vhom (to make 
himself wealthy and worthy enough) 
he committed his treasonous act in 
company with Aaron Burr. It doesn't 


(Continued on page 61) 


‘Miss Swarthout’s Poise 


Tops Carnival Noise 





Memphis, May 18. 

Music lovers agreed that bringing 
Gladys Swarthout to the Auditorium 
on opening night of the Cotton Car- 
nival Tuesday (11) was something of 
a boner. Parade crowd was late and 
whistles and other noise from near- 
by Carnival midway penetrated the 


| Auditorium but failed to shake Miss 
| Swarthout’s poise. 
Hill, president of the | 


Mrs. J. F. 
Beethoven Club, largest musical 
group in Memphis, has signed 1,600 
members for next year and will pre- 
sent the St. Louis Symphony in a 
return engagement. Has _ Richard 
Crooks. Vienna Boys Choir, Rose 
Bampton and Memphis’ own Eugenia 
pianist. 


Book Danish Seprano 


NBC Artists Service is bringing 
over next season Engel Lund, Dan- 
ish soprano, for her U. S. debut. 

She will be sent on tour. 


Bustabc Will Return 


Guila Bustabo, 
der contract to 
ice. will return 


femme fiddler un- 
NBC Artists Serv- 
to U. S. next season 
after three-year stretch in Europe. 
Will play guest dates with symph 
orchs as well as some solo spottings. 





Sol Hurok Sails 


Sol Hurok sails today (Wed.) for 
his annual European scouting jaunt 
in search of talent for importation 
next year, 

Agent won't 
September. 





be back till mid- 


$60 WEEKLY MINIMUM 
FOR ST. L. SYMPHONY | 


St. Louis, May 18. 
A minimum weekly wage of $60 
has been established for members 
of St. Louis Symphony an agree- 


ment having been reached between 
Symphony Society and AFM, Local 
No. 2. New minimum represents a 
$10 raise over minimum that has ex- 
isted a number of years and raise 
becomes effective next season. Sam 
P. Meyers, pres. of Musicians’ Union, 
said 13 members are affected by 
raise, other members numbering 70, 
receiving wages above minimum, 

New agreement does not change 
length of season nor number of 
concerts and rehearsals fixed in new 
contract. During past season of 23 
weeks, contract called for 115 re- 
hearsals and 75 concerts. New min- 
imum is highest in local history, al- 
though prior to 1929 there were sev- 
eral instances when all members re- 
ceived wages in excess of minimum 
fixed in contract. 





NET SHRINKS 


Minneapolis Fund Gets Little From 
Philly Symph Benefit 
Minneapolis, May 18. 
In 10,000-seat Auditorium, Phila- 
delphia Symphony orchestra played 
to less than half a house, with 
Eugene Ormandy as conductor, and 
Jose Iturbi as soloist. Event heavily 
plugged because net profits were to 
go to fund being raised to insure 
continuation of local aggregation. 
Takings of only $6,500 left practi- 
cally nothing for the Minneapolis 
fund. 





Detroit Lectures Lineup 
For ’37-’38 Includes Wells 


Detroit, May 18. 

H. G. Wells tops list of platform 
artists for Town Hall series at Cass 
theatre here this fall. Ninth season 
of 20 Friday morning lectures will 
open Oct. 15 with Blanche Yurka, 
actress, giving scenes from great 
plays. 

Others on list are Dr. Victor C. 
Heiser, Count Hermann Kayserling, 
William B. Seabrook, Lord Marley, 


John Mason Brown, Msgr. Fulton 
J. Sheen, James H. Hebron, Dr. 
Louis K. Anspacher, Dr, Frank 


Bohn, Isaac Marcosson, Clifton Fadi- 
man; Dr. A. L. Schaar, Frederick 
L. Snyder, Mai Mai Sze, Judge 
Camille Kelly, Sydney R. Montague, 
Prince Hubertus and Princess Helga 
Marie Loewenstein, and Jacques Car- 
tier, dancer. 


May Beegle Dropped by Art Society 
Week After Orchestra Assn Flare-up 





St. L. 4 Summer Concerts 


St. Louis, May 18. 
Four concerts will constitute out- | 





| door summer season of St. Louis | 
Little Symphony association, which | 
| begins June 25. Concerts will be 


given in quadrangle of Washington 


University instead of amphitheatre | 
at John Burrough school, as new 
location has superior seating facili- 
ties and is more accessible to con- 
cert goers. 

Max Steindel, personnel directo 
and solo cellist of St. Louis Sym- 
| phony, will serve as resident con- 
| ductor, although Hans Lange, asso- 
ciate conductor of Chicago Sym- 
phony orch, will direct several of 


concerts. 


Dance Convention 


American Dance 
the New Dance 


Newly formed 
Asso., representing 
League, the Dancers Asso., and the 
Dance Guild, last week held it: 
first annual convention, at the New 
School for Social Research, N. Y. 

Session lasted three days, Friday. 
| Saturday and Sunday (14-15-16). 


Pittsburgh, May 18. 

Strangle-hold May Beegle has had 
on Pittsburgh musical activities was 
eased somewhat last week when 
swanky Art Society ousted her as 
its manager and named James A, 
Bortz to the post. Art Society an- 
nually presents an impressive series 
at Carnegie Music Hall. 

Only a few days before, seven 
directors of Pittsburgh Orchestra As- 


sociation had resigned as _ protest 
against Miss Beegle’s’ dictatorial 
policies but her managerial duties 


with this group will likely continue 
since she has the backing of Mrs. 
William Thaw, the president. 

In announcing her ouster, Dr. 
Thomas A. Arbuthnot, president of 
the Art Society board, stated that it 
marked a return to the original 
policy of the organization which was 
to have the members themselves 
take part in the work. 

Miss Beegle also maintains her 
own concert bureau in Pittsburgh, 
in which she presents eight topnotch 
attractions annually at Syria Mosque, 
and likewise managers series of six 
children’s plays presented here each 
year by Clare Tree Major company 
of New York. 


MET FIRST-TIMERS ON 
NBC CONCERT TOUR 


eee 


Four of the past season’s newcom- 
ers to rolls of the Met Opera will 
make their first American concert 
tours next autumn, booked by NBC 
Artists Service. Orioles are Kirstin 
Thorborg, Gina Cigna, Vina Bovy 
and Irene Jessner, 

Mrs. Cigna is also set for Frisco 
and Chi Opera companies, with Miss 
Bovy lined for the Frisco outfit. 


Melchior Can’t Get His 
Beer on College Campus 








Ann Arbor, Mich., May 18. 

Lauritz Melchior, in A. A. for U. 
of Mich. Choral Union concert, called 
a local hostelry ‘Sing Sing’ because 
it wouldn't serve him beer. Because 
of campus ruling no liquors of such 
ilk are to be served on campus 
and mighty tenor’s hotel was on 
campus—so no beer. 

Melchior had every student on 
campus laughing with him but still 
couldn't get served, so finally took 
himself downtown to old A. A. and 
spent most of the week in a favorite 
tavern beyond student restriction. 

Before walking out he said he 
liked A. A. but next time wouid 
bring a couple of cases of his own 
along for consumption. 





Guizar to Mexico 


Tito Guizar, radio, nitery and 
vaude singer who recently made his 
concert debut at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., 
is slated for a_ series of South 
American concert dates this sum- 
mer. Pact calls for the Mexican to 
open in Buenos Aires, for six weeks, 
with options. 

After finishing ‘Big Broadcast’ for 
Par, Guizar goes to Mexico to fill a 
one-pic deal with Europa Films, 
Booked by Columbia Artists. 





Detroit Symphony Drive 


Detroit, May 18. 
Civie musie drive, seeking funds 
for maintenance of Detroit Sym- 
phony’s 1937-°38 season and for re- 
sumption of annual six-week concert 
series on Belle Isle th ummer, will 


be launched next Tuesday (18) with 
one-hour concert over WWJ, WXYZ, 
WJBK, CKLW and WJR. 

Committee of 500 volunteer solicie 


tors is headed by Mrs. Edwin R, 
Stroh. Object is to clear up any 
deficit in symph’s 1937-'37 season and 


provide nightly concerts on Isle for 
this summer. 


Philly Ballet Sails 
Philadelphia, May 18 
Philly Ballet, directed by Cathe 
erine Littlefield, left Friday (14) for 
Paris Expo and tour of Europe. 
Company of 60 will also make ape 
Brussels, The Hague 


ix weeks 


pearance at 
j and London. 








¢ 
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Broadway 





Ward Morehouse planed to Coast 
for short visit. . 

Bill Stein, brother of MCA’s J. C. 
Stein is in town. 

Jack Blue plans new talent theatre 
at MacDowell Club. 

Embassy newsreel theatre got new 
signs on its marquee. 

Mike Jacobs will install ice rink} 
at Hippodrome. Cost around $40,000. 

Alice Faye, 20th-Fox actress, is | 
due in from the Coast within 10 days. | 

Joe Val, World Telly sports editor, 
hit by auto, abed with fractured ribs. 

Standish O’Neill is readying a 
musical for June called ‘Cross My 
Heart.’ 

Jean Travers, singer, is making a 
Mentone short, opposite J. Harold 
Murray. 

Eleanor Roth, of the United Artists | 
traffic department, is on the Coast 
for a couple of weeks. 

Equity staff gave party Friday 
night (14) on the occasion of Frank | 
Gillmore’s 70th birthday. 

Ham Fisher installed 75-foot'| 
swimming pool at Deal, N. J., place | 
gift to his eight months’ bride. 

Ronald King, formerly of King, 
King and King, vauders, has opened | 
a dancing school in Montclair, N. J. 

Emanuel Eisenberg and James 
Proctor ruralizing on a Bucks coun- 
ty (Pa.) farm while they collab on a 
play. 
Eleanor Hunt in town to appear in | 
location shots to be taken aboard an | 
ocean liner. For a Grand National | 
picture. | 

Irving Jacobs of Hollywood sailed 
for Scotland to sell distilleries there 
Scotch -whisky which he has under | 
bond there. 

Grand National home office goes 
on a five-day week beginning this 
Saturday (22). Expect it to be car- 
ried over into a permanent policy. 

Eatery on Broadway has gone in 
for some macabre showmanship with 
display of framework remnant of the 
ill-fated Hindenburg in its window 

Theatrical Democratic League 
closes its offices this week forthe 
summer. Will reopen in fall and 
elect a new prexy to replace late 
Gus Hill. 

Sheila Barrett cancelled engage- 
ment at Earle theatre, Washington, 
last week to take a month’s rest on 
doctor’s orders. Throat troubled her 
after quitting the Savoy-Plaza hotel. 

Those ‘Wake Up and Live’ safety 
first placards on busses, subways 
and surface cars are indirect bally 
for picture of same title. Twentieth- 
Fox publicity lads spotted ’em. 

Fox Movietone giving a _ special 
showing of Coronation reels to Asso- 
ciation of Foreign Press Correspond- 
ents tonight (Wednesday) at home 
office. Sir Gerald Campbell, British 
consul, attending also. 








London 


John Mock down with flu. 

Composer Leo Ascher over from 
Viénna. : 

T. H. Bostock has gone to Austria 
for a cure. ‘ 


Harry Ham off to Hollywood to 
visit his family. 

Herbert Farjeon’s revue, 
Soit,’ postponed. 

Guy Bolton adapting camedy ‘Ger- 
aldine’ by Hans Jaray. 

Owen Nares talking of doing new 
comedy by Gilbert Wakefield. 

Ritz hotel being modernized. Even 
introducing a real American bar. 

Frank Lassiter (Lassiter Bro.) do- 
ing three-a-day with torn ligament. | 

Maurice Browne has offer to write 
his memoirs—and is thinking of 
doing so. 

Margaret Kennedy adapting Rus-! 
sian comedy, ‘Autumn Violins,’ 
Basil Dean. 

Helen Morgan doing a 
series of transcriptions for 
Luxembourg. 

Harry Richman makes his air 
debut for the British Broadcasting 
Corporation last week in May. 

Midnight show at the Empire in 
aid of the Cinematograph Trade 
Benevolent Fund, May 6, realized 
$55.000. 

Frances Day to appear in a new 
revue by Beverley Nichols, titled 





‘Honi 





secoi... 
Radio 


‘Floodlight,’ at the Saville some time | 


in June, 


‘Tobacco Road’ being staged pri-| 


vately at the Gate theatre, May 19. 


Censor has refused license for public} 


exhibition. 

Rene Blum’s Monte Carlo Ballet 
comes to the Coliseum, May 31, | 
headed by Nana Goilner, young 
American dancer. 

Lee Ephraim one of three man- | 
agers negotiating for American and! 
picture rights of ‘Melody That Got} 
Lost,’ by Kjeld Abell. 

Merle Oberon to south of France) 
for final stages of recuperation after | 
double shock of her auto smaczh, fol-7 
lowed by her mother’s death. 


Will Mahoney retired from the) 
Victoria Palace revue after one per- 
formance and taken to a Sanitarium 
suffering from nervous breakdown, | 

Margaret Lane (daughter-in-law | 


of Edgar Woallace) won the Femina 
Vie Heuret'se nrize for 1935-36 with 
her nove! ‘Faith. Hone, No Charitv, 

Joe Jackson added to the new edi- 


tion of the Dorchester hotel cabaret, | Composers, Authors and Publishers. | 


| Vallee cried ‘enough’ after the first 


| mission on 


for | 
"| 


a last minute booking as Jackson 
had planned to return to N, Y. on 
Hindenberg. 

Warners has acquired stage 
rights of ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ one of 
current season’s successes, also Op- 
tion on world film rights. Stage 
show planned for N. Y. in fall. 

Jack Hylton and Bud Flanagan 
took Rudy Vallee to see the Football 
Cup Final, the biggest sporting event 
in London, outside of the Derby. 


half, and walked. 
Jack Swinburne, stage director of 


Berlin 


Richard Fishberg traéns in. 
Cortet gives brilliant Chopin pro- 





gram. 

Garbo’s ‘Anna Christie’ (MG) at 
the Kamera. 

Schneider-Edenkoben directing 


‘The Gray Sister.’ 


Wera Engels signed for a lead in 
Rudolf Forster pic in Vienna. 





Gaumont-British deluxe houses, will 
put on this year’s Radio Exhibition 
at the Olympia. Starts Aug. 4, and | 
promoters are looking around for a} 
big American name band. 
George Black, Jr., now a full-| 
fledged film director. First effort is | 
an indie production being made at | 
Highbury Studios starring Douglas | 
Wakefield, Gracie Field’s brother-in- 
law. Title is ‘Penny Pools.’ 
Oscar Deutsch served with a writ 
by H. S. Swift, latter claiming com- 
several picture theatre 
deals, including $110,000 on the Sir 
Oswald Stoll Alhambra deal. 


| Total amount involved is $280,000. 


‘Moonlight Sonata,’ Lothar Mendes’ 


| first pic since he formed his own 


production company, Pall-Mall Pic- 
tures, Ltd., is breaking records in 
Warsaw. Picture gets premiere at 
the London Pavilion, May 19, with 


| Mendes sailing for America imme- 


diately after. 

‘Let’s Go Gav,’ Frank Rubins-Cecil 
Landeau musical, which had a hectic 
career when produced at the Shaftes- 
bury two years ago, is being re- 
written for « West-End revival. 
Erte, French designer, will devise 
new scenes and sets. Will be re- 
titled ‘Let's Go Gay Again.’ 

Archie Parnell, booker of legit 
attractions at Golder’s Green and 
Streatham, has been having diffi- 
culties in getting West-End attrac- 
tions, as most are holding on to see 
if they can cash in on Coronation 
festivities. He thought he might 
run a vaudeville season and when 
he looked arouri:’ he found he could 
not get enough attractions for the 
first week’s bill. 





Sydney 
By Eric Gorrick 


Cool weather scnds biz along nice 
pace, 

Frank Leighton 
Varre to London. 


Wirth’s Circus leaves on road tour 
after Sydney run. 


Harry Hunter, Par boss, settling 
down in new spot. 


Jack Musgrove has the dance mob 
lining up now for the Trocadero, 


Herbie Hayward, G.U.T. publicity 
chief, undergoes minor operation. 

Members of the 47 Club throw a 
feed to officially welcome Harry 
Hunter of Par. 

Williamson-Tait jwill send a legit 
company to New Zealand _ soon 
headed by Gladys Moncrieff. 

Expected that Williamson-Tait will 
produce ‘Swing Time’ in Melbourne 
next August as legit attraction. 

Graham Mitchell, Melbourne revue 
operator, underwent a major opera- 
tion recently and is slowly improv- 
ing. 

Orrie Perry, besides managing the 
State, Sydney, produces the stage 
shows as well for Greater Union 
Theatres. 

Ivor Novello play, ‘House Full,’ 
clicked in Adelaide in conjunction 
with Brett Randall and Williamson- 
Tait. Show will tour Tasmania and 
New Zealand. 


State of Mass. 


(Continued from page 1) 


and Marie Le 

















man, investigator of 
| publications for the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. State legislature has al- 
| ready adjourned, so that there isn’t 
any chance of putting through a re- 
| peal of the measure until after the 
summer vacation has ended. Mean- 
while the music industry will have 
| to decide on one of two courses of 
, action; the bringing of injunction 
proceedings or effecting a test case 
| by arresting one of the schoolboy 
| peddlers. 

Act which refers specifically to 
songsheets is an amendment to a 
law involving the granting of ped- 
dler badges to boys under 16 and 
girls under 18, after each applica- 
tion has been passed upon by the 
local school committee. 


contraband 





Bridgeport, Conn., May 18. 

Charles Robbins, who gave Phila- 
delphia as his home, was sentenced 
to 20 days in jail last week follow- 
ing his arrest while peddling con- 
traband songsheets. Local ordinance 
against peddling without a 
was invoked in the case when it 


| came up in the local police court. 


Arrest was made at the instiga- 


tion of Arthur Hoffman, an investi- | 


gator for the American Society of 


license | 


Fred Angermayer’s ‘Andreas and 
His Dog’ premiering at Stuttgart. 

Paul Petras, first vaude performer 
to be filmed, celebrates 70th birth- 
day. 


Premiere of ‘I Love You’ at 
Komodie, directed by Stahl Nach- 
baur. 


‘Actress,’ Roland Schacht’s comedy 
with Agnes Straub in 100th perform- 
ance. 

‘Sein Letztes 
with Alexander 
Horn, 

Otto Gebuhr ecoring big hit in 
‘Zwischen Abend und Morgen’ at 
Reval. 

Furtwangler back to Berlin next 


Modell’ premiering 
Sved and Camilla 


season for seven symphs and ten 
operas. 

Anton Walbrook to Berlin for 
Tobis when shooting is over in 
London. 

Geza von Belvary directs Anny 
Ondra’s latest pic ‘Der Unwider- 
stehliche.’ 


Franz Nicklish takes over part of 
Laertes in Hamlet production at 
State theatre. 

Francesco Mignone of Rio de 
Janeiro, en route to Germany, being 
invited by the government to baton 
Berlin orchestra. 





Paris 


Violet Perdue in town. 

Irvin Marks in from London, 
Serge Lifar off for Casablanca. 
Mabel Manning out of hospital. 
Clifford Fischer in from London, 
Isola Bros. writing their memoirs. 


George M, Cohan browsing 
around. 


Bricktop adding new life to Mont- 
martre. 


Guy Cadenat appointed p.a. for 
Casino de Paris. 

Betty Randolph trial getting ride 
in French press. 

Hollywood strike making all of 
town’s front pages. 

Harry Leasim recovering from ap- 
pendicitis operation. 

Wanda Landowska giving concerts 
at Saint Leu La Foret. 

New York’s shutting out burlesque 
given laugh by French. 

Eileen. O’Driscoll offered job as 
Chez Jean Patou model. 

Albert signing to return to Res- 
taurant des Ambassadeurs. 

Mistinguett at A B C, and Cecile 
Sorel at Empire same week. 

Lilian Harvey losing suit in Aix- 
en-Provence court asking for delay 
on payments due on Riviera cha- 
teau. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Harlem Casino installing cooling 
plant and stays open all summer. 


Eddie Peyton has the frau, Marion 
Muller, in his current floor show. 

John McGreevey's family in again 
after five months at St. Petersburg. 

Margaret Daum slated for summer 
season with St. Louis Muny Opera. 

Husk O'Hare in town again to 
open new roadhouse about six miles 
out. 


Jakie Klein has given up Turf 
Cafe and scouting around for a new 
spot. 

Summer season at Willows gets 
under way May 21 with Artie Shaw’s 
band. 

Gus A. Schanbel celebrating silver 
anniversary with Pitt Cap and Gown 
Club. 

Phil Regan’s missus accompanied 
him here for his personal at the 
Stanley. 

Isham Jones, instead of Ozzie Nel- 
son, for Duquesne U’s Junior Prom 
May 26. 

When Loper and Hayes quit Nixon 
cafe here, they'll go to Mayfair in 
London, 

Mike Cullen and the wife have 
gone to Florida for couple of weeks 
of fishing. 

Elmer Kenyon 
Mercy Hospital 
gallstones. 

Danny Rogers home seeing the 
folks between nitery engagements in 
Manhattan. 

Vet Skinny 
newspapers 
Beatty show. 

Jerry Salisburys (Princess White- 
wing) kept arrival of a son a secret 
for five weeks. 
| Harry Feinstein 
| back on job again 
West Indies cruise. 
| John Goring’s early scores stamp 


convalescing at 
from operation for 


Dawson hitting the 
ahead of Cole Bros.- 





and Ben Brown 
after that 18-day 





‘Press,’ flew back over week-end 
after six months in Hollywood. 
George Seibel, former drama 
crick, head orator at Drama 
League’s last meeting of season. 
Mrs. George Lefko, wife of the 
RKO chief here, on her way to 
Hollywood by boat for two months. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





National Screen club held its first 
outing. 
Joe Venuti’s band at Nicollet hotel, 





Minnesota room. 

Variety club held 
luncheon meeting. 

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox division | 
manager, in town for a day. 

Harry Katz of Gayety spending 
summer vacation on golf links. 

Little Jack Little’s band held over 
additional week at Hotel Lowry. 

Ted Aver, Paramount salesman, 
vacationing at his home in Philadel- 
phia. 

Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, sprained knee and pulled 
tendon playing handball and must 
lay off game for at least a month. 

George Tharp, publicity assistant 
at Minnesota theatre, promoted to 
Century as exploiteer and Don 
Alexander advanced from the lat- 


season’s last} 





ter house to St. Paul as head of 
Publix publicity department there, 
succeeding Martin Kelly, resigned, 


| ON BROADWAY | 
ORCHIDS PREFERRED 
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funny, but isn’t. At its close there 
is a reverse of the strip-tease with 
Hilda Knight dressed up somewhat 
by two attendants. She gives out 
some lyrics and then goes into the 
weirdest solo dance in seasons. It 
may have been her own idea for it 
is doubtful if Robert Sanford, the 
dance director, will admit it was his. 

Benay Venuta and Vicki Cum- 
mings have most of the song num- 
bers. Latter has ‘A Million Dollars’ 
and ‘A Boy, a Girl, a Moon,” sung 
with John Donaldson. Miss Venuta 
has ‘What Are You Going to do 
About Love’ and ‘Eddy-Mac,’ also 
‘Selling a Song.’ Not so good is a 
reportedly recently-formed male 
quartet of middle age billed as ‘Men 
of Gotham’ with ‘Three R’s’ and 
‘Minsky’ descriptive of burlesque 
managers going into opera. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., as the capering 
young broker, Bubbles Wilson, tries 
to work up the comedy scenes but 
with the material at hand finds it 
tough going. Jack Clifford teams 
with him in some interludes and also 
works hard. Both hoof to fair pur- 
pose, but Joanne and Jules Wal- 
ton are more effective. Team im- 
presses as a comedy ballroom duo 
turning square. Though the Waltons 


draw a good hand their routine 
seems indecisive, Ibee. 
(Withdrawn after seven per- 


formances; printed for the record.) 


A Welcome Stranger 


Farce in three acts by Stanley 
Staged by Reginald Bach; settings, Mary 
Morris Boykin. Presented by alumni of 
Feagin School of Dramatic Art at school 
auditorium, N. Y., May 12, '37. 


Page. 


POET . 6 sins sxsvesenobaes Arthur Zwerling 
Babs Streeter .ccccccees Dortha Duckworth 
Gerry Stapleton ,........Richard Courtney 
John Stapleton.....ese.. Douglas McMullen 
Bats TOGUED 0.0:00de6eSsetecess Robert Dryden 
Rex Alting ...cccccccceccceoes- David Evans 
SMOMY BORWIGE secceesessacs« Robert Scott 
BEES. DODGY i cecccccccees Elizabeth Duggan 
Jean Dropley ceccccccccces Queenelle Tucker 
BOG, DOGO oc dtsccccecedl Andrew Billings 
Nurse Fitzgerald ...........4 Julia Johnston 
Mrs. Sophie Armitage...Carmalyn MeCann 
PMEMOGS PGi ceseccescccecs Charles Parsons 





Listed as a tryout, this play by 
Stanley Page, not to be confused 
with the Broadway success ‘Welcome 
Stranger’ of an earlier day, was 
done by graduates of the Feagin 
School of Dramatic Art. N. Y. Ma- 
jority of the cast have played on the 
professional stage, either on Broad- 
way, the road or in summer stock. 

As possibility for Broadway or 
films, ‘A Welcome Stranger’ is nega- 
tive. Lacks any definite central idea 
and the nothing it has to say isn’t 
said entertainingly. Situations and 
dialog bristle with cliches. Without 
bein g particularly objectionable, 
play just resembles one of those 
stock company standbys. 

Plot concerns young college grad 
whose grandma will hand him $300.- 
000 if he marries. Since his pop’s 
business is on the skids, hero decides 
to elope with the acquisitive looker 
down the street, ignoring the adoring | 
girl next door. He’s prevented by a 
couple of college pals and a strange 
lady who arrives mysteriously to 
have a baby upstairs, Plenty of com- | 
plications without logic and a 
happy-ending explanation that 
doesn’t explain. 

Uninspired direction has speed | 
but not pace. Players are handi-| 
capped by the incredible script, and | 
have a tendency to overplay. Dortha | 





| him a cinch to snatch gold honors} Duckworth, Elizabeth Duggan and 


among managerial clan. 
Sammy Kaye's band slated 

| Roof late this summer. 

Aleen Wetstein, columnist 


, | Julia Johnston are occasionaliv con- 
or | vincing. Understood David Evans is! 
month’s stay at William Penn Urban | 


for| 


nephew of John Anderson, legit 
critic of the New York Journal. 
Hobe. 


Hollywood 


Sol Lesser siestaed at Coronado. 

Eric Linden off to amble Broad- 
way. 

Dorothy 
basker. 4 


Fredric March defeated throat in- 
fection. 

Henry Blanke taking six weeks’ 
vacation. 


Victor McLaglen building a Cata- 
lina villa. 


Addison Randall to be tagged Jack 
henceforth. 

Harold Hurley back from Hawaii 
hula ogling. 

Pat di Cicco bowed out of Selz- 
nick agency. 

Gertrude Berg back from N, Y, 
talent search. 

Binnie Barnes to England in June 
for film work. 

Marlene Dietrich goes for an Ar- 
rowhead aerie. 

Franciska Gaal 
Mexico vacash, 

Gertrude Niesen back after three 
months’ p. a.’ing. 

Julian Olenick joins Lichtig & Eng- 
lander as associate. 

Bill Rice transferred to Samuel 
Goldwyn praisery. 

Walter Abel back from tour with 
Katharine Cornell. 

Ralph Wheelwright motoring east 
on month’s vacash. 

Myron Selznick fled from the heat 
to Lake Arrowhead. 

The Irving Cummingses cruising 
the briny to Seattle. 

The Paul Munis moved from the 
valley to Palos Verdes. 

Eddie Saulpaugh and Ralph San- 
ford eyeing Hollywood. 

Darrel Ware quits his typewriter 
for a month in Mexico. 

Beulah Bondi on an extended 
leave to ogle Broadway. 

Marcia Remy now assisting Joe 
Collum, the Roach caster. 

Richard Arlen’s new yacht, 
Mary-Jo, kissed the breakers, 

Snub Pollard and Tex 
p.a.ing east, starting June 25. 

Grady Johnson moved from L., A. 
United Press to Metro flackery. 

Wesley Ruggles and William Le- 
Baron flew in from the north. 

W. P. Lipscomb put in a nine-hole 
golf course on his valley estate here. 

Chicago Better Films Council 
scrolled Darryl Zanuck for clean 
pix. 

Herbert Morgan here for studio 
talks from Metro’s N. Y. publicity 
h 





Peterson ai Catalina 


returning from 


the 
Ritter 


a 

MacClelland Barclay flew in for a 
part in ‘Artists and Models,’ at Par- 
amount. 

Bert Levey moving his booking 
offices to Hollywood after 15 years in 
downtown L. A. 

Clarence Brown was thrown a sur- 
prise birthday party on the ‘Madame 
Walewska’ set at MG. 

Dean Dorn, Metro publicity, will 
be at the Mayo clinic, Rochester, 
Minn., six months longer. 

Teddy Beck, Chi Trib me. and 
John T. McCutcheon, cartoonist, 
looking over the studios, ‘ 

Edwin H. Morris had a mastoid 
operation here and Sam E. Morris, 
his father, came from N. Y. to visit 


Boston 


By Maxwell Fox 








Sid Paine off sick list. 


Arthur Tarshis in town for quick 
visit. 

Ed Galner 
Born.’ 

Joyce Dana in hospital for gen- 
eral 0.0. 

Eileen Harrold Kearney has left 
for New Orleans. ; 

Helen Eager recuping after being 
relieved of appendix, 

Stanley Gosnell the 
bridle paths Sundays. ons 

Lou Strauss paid recent visit in 
connection p.a. job for ‘Sea Legs.’ 

Siems and Kaye, magic act, back 
in club work after Siems was on 
sick list. 

Red King, Keith Boston stage 
manager, will be stage manager at 
Dallas Expo this summer. 

Kathleen Addison, daughter of 
Loew divisional manager, clicking 
with poetry program on WMEX. 


in ahead of ‘Star Is 


haunting 





Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 





Dog racing bill passes house. 

Plaza nabe joins East End circu! 

Zorine, nudist dancer, recupins 
from fall. 

Freddie Schader promoting ‘Lo 
Horizon’ (Col) at Cass. 

New Eastwood Park ballroom 
holds 8,000 persons; believed bigges' 


+ 


| in world. 


crick at 
‘Friday al 


Ralph Holmes. 
Times, 


drama 
wrote book for 


| Four,’ musical opening in Boston. 


Wally Townsend, staff pianist 
CKLW. will direct own band 
Kingsville Casino, near Wind 
Ont.. this summer. 

Foilowing Chicago's step. localites 
having Belle Isle’s 11-mile drive sur- 
veyed for possible use as road ra 
course this falk 
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Carney Owners Sing Rainy Blues: 
Wet Lots, Poor Weather, Floods 





+ 


Chicago, May 18. 

Plans and hopes for the biggest 
season in carnivals look washed up 
at present, with rainstorms through- 
out the country having dampened 
the enthusiasm of the carney boys 
considerably. For the past four to 
six weeks the carnivals have been 
dragging themselves from one muddy 
lot to another, with liftle chance or 
hope of business, due to the almost 
steady downpour, 

Things have been pretty tough in 
the midwest, for not only has the 
constant rain kept people away from 
the lot, but also the fact that the 
rain has made spring plowing an 
impossibility, with the result that 
the farmers are too worried about 
the bad condition of their fields to 
tackle the ferris wheels and the pad- 
dle booths. 

Floods have ruined the eastern 
portion of the country, killing off all 
chances for coin throughout Mary- 
land, Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, 
western Pennsylvania and through- 
out the Ohio River valley. 

Result of the floods and rain has 
been to have the carnivals shifting 
the routes and bookings all over the 
place, with the tricks often playing 
day and date wherever they can find 
a dry lot. In many situations one 
carnival has been moving its wagons 
onto a lot while another show is 
trying to get off the same spot. Espe- 
cially is this true at present around 
the Virginia and West Virginia ter- 
ritory, where cut-throat routing has 
reached a new high. 


FRISCO HOTEL STRIKE 
TOUGH ON THE FIESTA 


San Francisco, May 18. 

Pointing out that closing of the 
city’s 16 major hotels had affected 
5,500 out of 45,000 hotel rooms in 
the city, directors of the approach- 
ing Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta 
joined Mayor Rossi of San Fran- 
cisco last week in a new move to 
break the deadlock in the hotel 
strike. 

To be held between May 27 and 
June 2, the fiesta is expected to at- 
tract hundreds of thousands of 
visitors from all parts of the West. 
A formal resolution was addressed 
to the warring hotel operators and 
striking unions. 

If a truce in the strike is ef- 
fected, the hotels plan on reopening 
the Rose Room at the Palace, the 
Persian Room at the Sir Francis 
Drake, the Mural Room at the St. 
Francis, Peacock Court at the Mark 
Hopkins and the Fairmont with a 
celebration which will surpass New 
Year’s Eve in exuberance. 

Most of the other niteries and dine 
and dance spots in the city have 
been doing capacity biz during the 
shut-down of the hotels hit by the 
strike. 

Musicians in orchs led by Al 
Kavelin, Paul Pendarvis, Joe Reich- 
mann and Hermann Waldeman, all 
thrown out of work by the strike 
at the hotels, started collecting $50 
a week per man yesterday when the 
strike entered its 16th day. 


Mebbe a Mich. Fair 


Detroit, May 18. 
Provisions for a Detroit world’s 
fair in 1941 are contained in a bill 
introduced this week in the state 

legislature by Rep. Charles Snow. 
Appropriation of $500,000 for the 
next biennium and establishment of 
a 15-man commission, to be appoint- 


ed by the governor, are also pro- 
vided, 














GOING UP 
Detroit, May 18. 
Month ago Eastwood Park here 


Opened ballyhooed as the $1,000,000 
playground. 

Jefferson Beach, opening _ this 
week, has raised the ante and billing 


itself as the $2,000,000 family play- 
ground, 





Flowers for Fair 


Birmingham, Ala., May 18. 
_ Beauty will be the keynote and 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 2 the time for the 
1937 Alabama state fair. Several 


acres have been planted in flowers 
which will be in bloom during fair 
week, 

The midway concession has been 
éranted to Royal American Shows, 
the same as last year, but with an 
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reserve against future options 


marked at $2.50. Outstanding stock 
aggregates 161,551 shares. 
Company was formed last fall to 


by A. Griffith Grey. Paul Husserl. 
until recently with March of Time 
has moved over as editor of the mag | 
which is due out June 1. Publication | 
is to be Fortune of the film world. | 


Hearst’s Chicago Check 
Practically the entire executive | 


| board of the Hearst papers huddled 


in Chicago last week to discuss ways 
and means of: strengthening the 
American, evening paper. This hud- 
dle followed the revelation that the | 
rival Chicago Daily News has passed | 
the American in circulation for the | 
first time in 15 years. Though the | 
difference in circulation between | 
the two papers is_ slight, 
enough to cause a quick get-together | 
on the situation. 

Flo McCarthy is now on the job 
as Managing. editor, with Eddie 
Reticker as assistant m.e. and Eddie 
Reitlinger, city editor. 








Stern Eyes Cleve News | 
Reports are current that J. David 
Stern, publisher of New York Post, | 
Philly Record and Camden Courier- 
Post, is negotiating with the Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer Co., owners of the 
Cleveland News, for purchase of lat- 


ter paper. 
Understood that William F. 
Hawkes, Record m.e., will go to 


Cleveland if deal is completed, and 
Arthur Pierce, chief editorial writer, 
will take his spot on the Record. 





CHATTER 

Russ Countryman due back from 
Hollywood this week. 

Hendrik Van Loon writing a short 
piece on ‘Freedom of the Air.’ 

Nannine Joseph leaving for Holly- 
wood this week. Will return May 30. 

Otis Chatfield-Taylor has joined 
the N. Y. Mirror, handling legit and. 
film news notes. 

Knopf will publish three of 
Thomas Mann’s lectures delivered on 
his recent visit in New York. 

Heineman & Co. is publishing 
‘Deep Summer,’ novel by Gwen 
Bristow, in England this summer. 

‘Slave Ship,’ adapted to screen 
from the Governeur Morris story, is 
being put out in serial form by 20th- 
Fox. 

Four men discharged at Paul 
Block’s Pittsburgh Post-Gazette re- 
main out. Guild has agreed to let 
the dismissals stick. 

Louis Adamic has finished his new 
book and has started work on an- 
other titled ‘My America: An Adven- 
ture in Understanding.’ 

Morris Watson has resigned from 
the Associated Press and will resume 
his activities as director of the 
WPA’s Living Newspaper. 

Desmond Hall, editor of Made- 
moiselle, has left to take over the 
play and radio department at 
Jacques Chambrun agency. 

John Steinbeck and his wife sailed 
on Saturday (15) for Denmark. He 
will return in August for rehearsals 
of the adaptation of his novel ‘Of 
Mice and Men.’ 

Lewis A. Lapham, former marine 
editor of the San Francisco Exam- 
iner and active in Newspaper Guild 
has joined up with American Ha- 
waiian Steamship co. 

Todd Wright, financial editor of 
the N. Y. Daily News, and Walter 
Merkel, formerly finance writer on 
same paper, have collaborated in 
writing ‘Simplified Speculation,’ a 
book on stock market activity and 
Wall Street trading. 

Book and Magazine Guild will 
hold its second annual birthday ball 
in New York on Sat. (22). Spon- 
sors include Joe Freeman, Car! Car- 


to | 
officers and employees for additional) | 
compensation are 85,000 tickets, ear- | 


put out Cinema Arts and is headed | 


Al Fresco Berlin 


Berlin, May 9. 
With spring weather looking as if 
it has come to stay, the circus is 
coming into its own again, 
Hagenbeck’s has arrived to put on 
a show at the 
Germany's largest indoor stadium. 
Busch, formerly a regular in Ber- 
lin, but of late on the road, is back 
here again with the idea of making 


| 
the capital its permanent home once 
more, 








is getting ready to swing open 
portals again. New attractions are 
a giant shoot-the-chutes and a plane 
ride, 


| snmuniaiaaieniiananriiats 


| 


Deutschlandhalle, | 


Luna Park in the north of Berlin | 
its | 


NEW CHI CIRCUS 








mer, May Lamberton Becker, Mrs. 
Clarence Day, Malcolm Cowley, 


liams. 

Frances Mercer youngest daugh- 
ter of Sid Mercer, sports columnist 
for the N. Y. American, was given 
a screen test on the Coast at the 
Selznick-International studio. Miss 
Mercer won a trip to Hollywood in 
a contest conducted by the New 





additional 500 feet of midway. 


Ralph Thompson, Alfred Rhys Wil- | 





York Journal 


17) MIDGETS FOR 


| 1S, 


Chicago, May 18. 
In a confab here last week final | 
plans were set for the establishment | 
of a midget circus to be known as| 
Graham’s International Midget Cir- | 


John McMahon. Associated in 
executive capacity will be J. C. Mc- 
Caffery, president of the Showmen’s 
League of America. 

Circus, which will be a regular 
three-ring affair carrying 175 mid- 
gets, a herd of elephants, ponies, 
monkeys, seals, camels, etc., will be 
produced and presented for opera- 
tion under most elaborate sponsor- 
ship. 

Opening the first week in June in 
Dallas, where it will play under the 
auspices of the Salesmanship Ciub 
which has undertaken to dispose of 
between 75,000 and 100,000 tickets. 
Will play Oklahoma City under the 
auspices of the Oklahoman, Kansas 
City for the Kansas City Star and 
the Katz drug chain, Omaha for the 


| News-Bee, also Tulsa, Memphis, Des 


Moines, St. Louis, Chicago (for the 
Herald-and-Examiner and a top de- 
partment store), Indianapolis. All 
dates are full week stands, 


WLS ADDS TWO UNITS 
TO MIDWEST FAIR LIST 


Chicago, May 18. 

Plans for formation of five 16- 
people units to play fair dates being 
made by WLS, Prairie Farmer sta- 
tion, figuring that with 200 dates al- 
ready booked, and prospect of at 
least another 100, they’ll require two 
more units than usual. 


Bookings to begin about mid-July 
and continue to the end of the sea- 
son, most of them for one-day 
stands on percentage. In some cases 
units will be held for entire fair, 
with a change of program daily, but 
fair operators prefer opening day 
only. 








All talent for units to come from | 


present WLS staff and each unit to 
be headed by one of station’s name 
acts. 


Because of early bookings every- | 


body required to vacation in May 
and June, to be ready for heavy 
work by first of July. 





The A.C, Tap 


Atlantic City, May 18. 


The city fathers have jacked up 
prices for radio, keno, bingo and 
other such games from $1,000 to 
$2,000. Bagatelle fee remains at $10 
per machine. 

A circus must pay $1,000°a day; 
peddlers 
$50; phrenologists, $300; open air 
shows and amusements, $100; thea- 
tres, $250. An automatic machine 
parlor will pay $50 and group games 


having less than 10 chairs will pay | 


$1,000. 


Whoopee the Expo 
Tokyo, Apr. 30. 

Last Saturday (24) was designated 
by the Pan-Pacific Peace Expo. at 
Nagoya, as ‘America Day,’ 

America-Japan Society of Tokyo 
attended in a body and several hun- 
dred Americans from different parts 
of the Empire gave the big show 
the o.o. American Ambassador Jo- 
seph M. Grew was forced to send 
a proxy, due to pressure of official 
biz 





| Without A Country 
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matter much that the story is thus 
| contorted, nor that Nolan’s death is 
changed to a glorious one in batile, 


rather than a miserable 6ne in exile, 
It makes it, in fact, better drama. 
|But Arthur Guiterman, in writing 
| this libretto, has given ‘t a jJingly 


| Gilbert and Sullivan quality quite 
|out of step with the heavily under- 
| lined score in the Wagnerian tradi- 
tion, 
Even if Damrosch were not, as he 
is, an ardent Wagnerite, he 
hardly have failed to see the con- 
notation between the story of the 
soldier exiled to eternal life on the 
high seas and the mythical dutehman 
of Wagner's work. But Wagner 
made of it a heavy, moving work, 
while Damrosch pulls his punches. 
Met, as has been too frequently 
true, doesn’t bother even giving the 
work a worthwhile production, The 
scenery, all but one ‘set, is from 
the storehouse. That ‘one scene, a 
ship affair, is only fair. A’s has been 


it’s| cus, owned by Stanley Graham and|0ted in the past, an brdinary legit 


an|P 
like that—even the Shuberts are care- 
}ful to buy new scenery for all their 


producer wouldn't daré try anything 


new shows—but the Met, asking top 
prices, can and does get away with it. 

Singers are all secondary. There 
is a new girl, Helen Traubel, who 
has an excellent voice and who 
should go places. She is statuesque 
and needs some instruction in diction 
and on how to wear glothes. But 
given that she can regeh the heights. 
The chief male role js sung by a 
young man, Arthur Carron, who, on 
the other hand, has excellent diction 
but not an important voice. Also he 
needs badly to go o4-A diet. Karrf. 





BALTO PARKS OPEN TO 





of books and megazines, | 


GOOD GETAWAY TRADE 


Baltimore, May 18. 

Baltimore's park season got off to 
a good start, with Carlin’s and 
Gwynn Oak both presenting brand 
new fronts and the addition of new 
rides and features to excellent biz 
for the first time in five years. 

John J. Carlin, who operates en- 
terprise here and Buckeye Lake, 
Ohio, counting on a prosperous sea- 
son, has taken the rubber band off 
the b.r. and remac> the fronts of his 
entire park and midway. Contem- 
plates using free acts on midway and 
booking name bands into ballroom. 
Staff at Carlin’s is made up of Cliff 
Neild, manager; Carl Hulsey, super- 
intendent; George Bushby, rides, and 
Clem White, publicity. 

Gwynn Oak Park, long a local 
landmark formerly owned and op- 
erated by local traction company, is 
now being run by Arthur Price and 
Jack Whittle, nabe movie exhibs, 
and they have tossed in plenty of 
dough to rehabilitate the spot. 

Ballroom, one of most popular 
hereabouts, has been enlarged and 
remodeled, and present plans also 
call for building of a new swimming 
pool. Price and Whittle are in ac- 
itive management. with publicity be- 
ing handled by Jim Shellman. 

Carlin’s Ballroom is featuring cur- 
rently Bob Craig and his orch, and 
Gwynn Oak has negotiated a 10-week 
contract with Rudy Killian. 


Two Circuses Switch 


Connellsvile, Pa., May 18. 

This city gets its first big circus 
next week after 10 years passing up 
this spot and two circuses within 
three days. Jack Hoxie’s Circus is 
here on May 18 and Hagenbeck- 
Wallace on May 20. 

Circuses of late years have been 
showing at Uniontown, Pa., 12 miles 
west of here, but on account of John- 
ny Jones Exposition Shows play- 
ing there all this week, a last min- 
ute shift was made believing this 
would be a better money spot un- 
der the circumstances. 





: Circus Routes 


Week of May 24 
Barnes-Sells Floto 


Portland, Ore., 24-25: Longview, Wash., 
26; Aberdeen, 27; Seattle, 25-50, 
Cole Bros. 
Canton, Ohio, 24; Akron, 25; Sandusky, 
27; Cleveland, 28; Erie, Pa., 


26: Toledo, 


Pp Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Philadelphia, 24-29%. 





could | 


Gumpertz Admits Unionization of 


Ringling Show Under A. F. of L. 


4 





|etc., were now A. F. of L., 
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Washington, May li. 
Sam Gumpertz, general manager 
of Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey, 
told local press this week that outfit 
will be first U. S. tent show to go 
completely union and that it will be 
A. F, of L. 


Gumpertz, who refused to talk ex- 


cept in generalities, scoffed at ru- 
mors of a strike here, and said he 
was in complete agreement with a 


move to place all employees not now 

in unions under A. F. of L. banner, 
Ralph Whitehead, secretary of 

American Federation of Actors, was 


i skedded in town for a conference 
today (18) to go over details. Only 
major points in demand were said 


to be union recognition and return 
to 1931 scale, cut during depression 
by late John Ringling, both of which 
Gumpertz claimed to have ac- 
ceded to. 

Gumpertz denied he had heard any 
agitation for C.1.O. affiliation, claim- 
ing that since musicians, bill posters, 
it would 
not be practical. Gumpertz said the 
upped scale would go into effect a 
week from today in Philly. 

Sam Gumpertz signed an agree- 
ment with Ralph Whitehead, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Actors, bringing all but 30 execu- 
tives of 1,600 employes the leader- 
ship of the American Federation of 
Labor. Makes the Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey enterprises a 
closed shop proposition and first of 
outdoor field to unionize. 

Move also brings about payroll ad- 
justments which move up to the 1931 
level. However, that high will not 
be reached completely until next 
month. 

Side shows are included in the 
deal, but concessionaires, not direct- 
ly on the Gumpertz payroll, are not 
included. 

American Federation of Actors, 
chartered by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, claims a complete vic- 
tory in its attempt to organize all 
the unorganized groups with the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
Activities were begun while the show 
was in New York and continued last 
week in Brooklyn, with the AFA 
amicably settling the issue with 
Samuel W. Gumpertz, vice-president 
and general manager of the big 
show. 

Ringling trick pitched its tents in 
Washington yesterday (Tuesday ), for 
a three-day date, with a mass meet- 
ing of all employees called by the 
AFA preceding the opening show. 
Performers connected with the cir- 
cus will join the AFA directly, while 
non-performers will be put into a 
new Circus Employees Division of 
the AFA. Show carries 800 perform- 
ers and 800 workers, with some of 
the latter already unionized as stage- 
hands, electricians, etc. 

According to a bulletin signed and 
posted by Gumpertz in Brocklyn, he 
is requesting the employees of the 
circus to join the AFA. Statement 
also said that arbitration of salaries 
and working conditions between the 
show and the AFA will be consum- 
mated on the opening of the circus 
in Philadelphia, its next stop after 
Washington. 

‘AFA has three organizers working 
in the circus field, George W. Smith, 
Jobn C. McClusky and John Macht, 
who will go after the other tricks as 
soon as the R-B&B situation is 
cleared up. 





MICHIGAN CRACKS DOWN 
ON AD FUND: SEES CRAFT 


Detroit, May 18. 

With the largest tourist «c-*> in 
history in prospect, state of Michi- 
gan has called a halt 
ments of the $150,000 ‘advertising 
Michigan appropriation. Action fol- 
lows revelation that fund is being 
used as a ‘grab bag’ for the state's 
tourist and resort associations. 

Instances where ‘dummy’ ad agen- 
cies were set up to collect usual 
15% discount and charging to the 
state for ‘news items,’ which newse 
papers used free, have been uncov- 
ered. As a result, the ad appropria- 
tion, boosted by the state legislature 
to $150,000 this year, will be recalled 
and subjected to drastic revisions, 
calling for control of the money by 
the state itself, instead of by resort 
associations representing the four 


on disburse- 


r 





sections of Michigan, 
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News From 


This department contains rewri 


San Francisco, Hollywood and Lo 





the Dailies 


tten theatrical news items as pub- 


lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


ndon. Variety takes no credit for 





it 


Brother of the orch leader. 


Mildred Harris’ P.A. 





San Francisco, May 18. 





Set for Frisco Burley 





| Division exchanges, and was promi- 





OBITUARIES 


these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. | Mildred Harris Chaplin is the) AL FRIEDLANDER | ness. Ross, former blackface comic, 
ee sacle se Al Friedlander, 46, who with | was teamed for years in a : 

| first ex-screen star set for a p.a. | on pom oe ba comedy 

sistant to U. S. District Atty Hardy.! at the Capitol theatre which is | Harry H. Thomas founded the First | act known as Hutter and Ross, billed 


as ‘500 Pounds of Harmony.” 





anni sing a series olly- i i = 
Paul Robeson announces ihat fol- | Planning on using a series of Holly | nent in other independent under | 
x _| lowing his washup of a current G.B.| wood actresses if things pan out | takings, died in the Radio City of- | MIKSA PREGER 
Ethel Atwill Tolley, ex-wife of picture he'll tour Europe before re- : : af eae’ | fices of Thomas May 12. Death was | si a 
Roy Atwill. in the Darien (Conn.) clay Ber oe & *& | with the former Mrs. Chaplin. : : Miksa Preger, producer, died j 
ry ill, in the i onn.?) turning to America. He's playing shai sala. See ak ascribed to heart trouble. me dng Bes ; 1 in 
hoosego a * charges * igo the Zulu in ‘King Solomon’s Mines. aie ee — ; Ps ee He became a projectionist in Chi- ~ gp oli the amputation of his 
‘ivi i ; ‘ strir ase ir er ce TY rie 7 i ewe ~ 6 ane “s arris s ay actec ( con : oa > oS 
2 d aa , had gh ssed until she | ¢ Tovari f nae Bive + y ne = gy igi Ge + : = = ty re 7 pre cago in 1905 while playing with a! ** <s 
n efuse ge resse ntil she ( t ice for Stage lie »xt ° z 3 reek or so. s re- : he" “a es ae: : 
ooh keer a ae io | a Fae . i a oo ea ee Chicago stock company. He joined Preger staged various Leo Fa}| 
was bailed out Driving on the | day (23), ported that she will get $150 a week ; , ‘ bs : ; 
wrong side of the Boston Post road Leeds estate at Ovster Bav sold , 14.day verantes. This i the Continental Vaudeville exchange | and Emmerich Kalman operettas in 
> . F . » — * hen ae y Q -day guarantee, S 1s). . . a . é : 
and hit a truck | Saturday to an unnamed bidder te othe for thi h “on in 1913 and went to Pathe as a sales- | Central Europe. His son is manager 
> ; ay »s for s ouse, : P . . : ciated thas : - 
Transfer tax appraisal shows that | Formerly the home of Commodore as Saye . ;}man in 1913. Service in the AEF | of German theatre in Prague. 


the estate of the late Francis Wilson 
grossed $135,306 with a net of $98,- 


J. Stuart Blackton, and the scene of 
many old Vitagraph outdoor shots. 


terminated this connection and on 


| 
| his return from overseas he joined 





979. His widow will receive one- a | BURLEY PUBLICITY |the Merit Film exchange. With aa Seeanteten te 
third of the residuary estate. | Thomas he formed First Division in | — ’ , ritish 


Walter Hampden out of the page- 


Coast 








composer, who wrote music for the 


| oh ; 
| UPS WASHINGTON BIZ | 1937 0279 23" soe tetitng io sect | coronati or Wed te 
-_ 5 agers ey as ——— oe publicity and advertising for sev-| pti grees oll ‘ae — kings, 
Spanish relief. ays he understoo |eral years. For the past two years | : 
yo to be non-partisan and it Melvyn Douglas asked the L. A. Weshiiditin. ‘Baw 1 | he has been connected with Fortune | His beng la sons and a daugh- 
ee ' superior court to make professiona s , May * | Films, his own company | ter survive him. 
Maj. John A. Warner, supt. of | name his legal monicker, He was | | Films, ompany. 


state police, elected to the board of | 
governors of the N. Y. Philharmonic- | 
Symphony. He’s a concert pianist | 
and musical enthusiast on the side 


| His 


born Melvyn Edouard Hesselberg. 
wife also requested that her 
name be legalized as Helen Gahagan 


Douglas. Plea also includes their two 


Threatened clean-up of burlesque 


| by Federation of Churches, which 


| cracked front pages of Cap dailies, 


| resulted principally in upping at- 


He is_ survived by his 


Yvonne, and a sister. 





CARL LEVI 


wife, | 


| 
| 





MAX COOPER 
Max Cooper, 30, operator of Twen- 


| tieth Century, Gold, and Villa the- 





Will H. Hays, for the producers, | sons, Melvyn Gregory Hesselberg, 11. ; Carl Levi, 57, district manager for | atres in Chicago, died at his home 
and Lenox Lohr, of NBC, among! and Peter Gahagan Hesselberg, tendance at Gayety, town’s only | Loew’s theatre circuit in New York | in Chicago, May 14. 
the praisers of the Red Cross at| three. | burley temple. | city, died in New York, May 13, | LR Pe ee 
its convention in Washington last | Mrs. Violet Wells Norton was sen- | er | after a brief illness. | Mother and three sisters survive, 
week. Frank B. Noyes spoke for the/ tenced to a year in jail in L. A.| Estimate based on fact that house | Starting as a doorman for Mar- | Burial was in Proviso, 
Associated Press. federal court for attempted mail| 9TeW steady stream of women and | cus Loew's first theatres thirty years | 

Courtney Burr to Hollywood to| fraud in her attempt to establish | girls, coming in groups to see what , : my P : 


try and snare some actors for next 

season. Wants ’em for a musical. 
About 100 aspirants competed for | 
the privilege of soloing with the| 
Philly orch next season in its youth | 
series. Yolanda Picucci, flutist; Mil | 
| 





that Clark Gable is the father of her 
daughter, 14. 

Richard Dix forfeited $20 bail in 
L. A. night court following his arrest 
for being drunk, 


Decree of divorce was awarded F. 


all the shouting was about. House 
| was winding up regular season with 
| Ann Corio, who interests femmes 
more than any other strip teaser 
| because of flood of smart publicity, 
| but parade was so obvious it could 








ago, Levi has been continuously as- 
sociated with Loew’s theatres in New 
York and other cities. 
cessively promoted to assistant man- 
ager, manager, publicity man, trav- 
eling special representative and then 





He was suc- | 








FRANK M. SHAW 
Frank M. Shaw, 43, stage, screen 
and radio entertainer who died in 
Kansas City May 7, was given fu- 
neral service May 15 in Los Angeles, 
Body was cremated. 


























dred Gordon, pianist; Rafael Dru-| Hugh Herbert, screen writer, in L.A.| only be attributed to page-one pub- | district manager, having supervision | _ ma 
—_ — - eg Mark Dawson, bari-| May 10 when he established that | licity given reform drive. i= wo gycor te Ba g poowagy hae ag LEWIS McKOWAN =" 
e, selected. ; li ‘ber 2 im | ; , mn, ’s ate, ta . > " 
pur  Yund to benefit from aj} March 15, 1985" Bee ne eT Drive launched week before house ond te Aste. = ss in o Lewis McKowan, 61, former Mid- uJ 
s prt Re Faery of ‘You Can't Take | er - : "% fil : i A was to close anyway and had no ef- | Susvived wy hi iow. Bethel west theatre owner, died of a heart p! 
Tt With You,’ Friday (21), Stage Re- adie tienen ase atl age vn fect. Manager Jimmy Lake using le Sessaheine Mrs, scmmae tease ath attack May 18, in Los Angeles, He si 
lief had a special performance of tures for assertedly iow: sere oe use all-sepia show as Pe@steseason attrac-.)4 0° sisters” Mrs. Amelia Wiesensies.: was an_uncle of Richard Dix, - tk 
*Penny Wise’ last Sunday (16). of the title, ‘Circus Girl,’ from plain- | tion this week and gives house over | ait sud Wve tent Veda: tee be 
Cornelia Otis Skinner considering | tiff’s novel. to three weeks of films before go- | endian. Saas sad Sali Levi. ‘in WALTER T. NANNEY w 
*Edna,’ His Wife,’ recent best seller,| Mrs. Ruth Eileen Skinner Stuart) ing dark. Season averaged well | latter manager of Loew’s 46th Street} Walter T. Nanney, 63, head of the gi 
@sa monodrama for next season. won a Reno divorce from Nick| over last and ran three weeks longer. | theatre. Brooklyn. Paramount studio mechanical de- . 
N.Y: ge ea ied age Stuart. : partment, died in Los Angeles, 
@ motion picture auditorium for its| Claire H. Ridgeway, described as ROY HOLLOWAY Mav 9 
Bronx garden. To show animal films.| g writer, was fined $150 for in- . 4 d y ¥. it 
Extension service would send same | toxication in Malibu justice court. Gayety, Det., Closing Funeral services for Roy Holloway, | 7 
films to a a vee Alexander d’Arcy and Clift Ed-| Detroit, May ‘18. bed sane Pinan ae arg erage sed Mrs. Margherita Conklin, 45. wife t) 
ie of Dennis King hid her J€W~| wards, actors, have filed bankruptcy | Gayety, local spot of the Minsky | W20 was Crowned in 7 —e ae |of Chester Conklin, screen comic, oO 
Tia Geet ta eee Went ‘to | petitions. Former states he owes | wheel, is going to clean up of its | Hot Springs, Mexioo, ase held may | died May 14, in Los Angeles. Once 14 
ag tse: AR and salvage is about $103,056, and has assets of $889. Ed-| own accord. Spot closes this week | 12 in Ellaville, Ga. where he was) 4 concert violinist, Mrs. Conklin had Ii 
our Gna Of weld and some badly wards lists obligations of $41,904 and| for summer, during which house born. : ; | been an invalid for 27 years. s: 
burned stones. Loss about $16,000. $1,100 in assets, | will be renovated, redecorated and Holloway, a theatre manager in El | fi 
Homes exhibition on at Mad. Sq. Mae West facing contempt charge | other extensive improvements made | Paso, Texas, at time of his death, had | : v 
Garden all this week. Opened last| for her asserted failure to answer | before reopening Sept. 1. gone on a fishing trip across the bor- Alfred T. Payne, 89, father of Louis ‘ 
Thursday. deposition questions in a suit filed | Closi i 1 ’ der with a friend on April 26. The} Payne, actor, and father-in-law of h 
Loretta Shea, actress, and a friend| by Frank Wallace to clarify the cou- | b re ampp —— ave town with two | two were aboard a boat on the lake| Mrs. Leslie Carter, died in Holly- d 
who had called to escort her to a ple’s alleged marital status. urlies for hot months, the Avenue, | when a storm capsized the vessel| wood, May 14. He was a native of d 
party, robbed by two gunmen in her Mrs. Virginia Thomas Westmore | °Perated along with Gayety by Ar-| and both were drowned. Police | England. € 
apartment at the Barbizon-Plaza.| filed suit for divorce from Percival| thur Clamage, and the National. | searched two weeks before they R 
Then, she alleges, the — Bee: Westmore, Warners’ makeup depart- | Management of Gayety leaving this | gound the Georgian’s body Moth ® Hardie Albright. actor : 
j é 5 e i i 5 . : other 0 ardie right, actor, 
an gy leave because she to ment chief, in Los Angeles. week for the east to look over new Wife, daughter, and parents sur- sd 


Al Howard, nitery operator, being 
sued by his wife, a former stage 
dancer, for divorce, She names a 
former hatcheck girl at the Paradise. 


Louis B. Mayer was luncheon host 
to Jonkheer Dr. H. M. van Halrsma 
de With, The Netherlands’ minister 
in Washington, at Metro studio in 





N. Y. Public Library reopens its 
outdoor reading room. Second sea- 
son. Last year there was a turnover 
of 64,624 books during the summer. 

Mare Connelly decides N. Y. won't 
care to see ‘Till 
Home. Off his schedule. 

Swarthmore (Pa.) amateur 
experimenting with a new 


orch, 
device 


the Cows Come | 


his son, Leif, who is due here May 20. 

Government has filed income tax 
liens against a number of pic biz 
folk. Zoe Akins Rumbold is said to 
owe $2,236.39 for 1934: Charles Far- 
rell, $1,396.51 for 1934: Virginia Valli 
Farrell, $1,405.96 for 1934: Jules 
Furthman, $2,854.44 for 1932; Joseph 
Louis Frisco, $9,767.03 for 1930: Wil- 


ideas for traveling burlesque to be 
initiated here next fall. Better 
known burly names, plus recruits 
from better N. Y. shows, are prom- 











in Pasadena May 23. 

Superior Judge Burnell in L. A. 
denied plea of Mrs. Lita Grey Chap- 
lin Aguirre for a divorce from Henry 
Aguirre, Jr., actor. ; 

William J. James, husband of Mar- 
| garet Irving James, actress. was ar- 





nounced that they will be married | 


vive. 





ELEANOR J. B. PEARSALL 











in association 
blitzelle 


with the Karl Ho- 
interests. 





ADDIE LESTER 
Mrs. Addie Lester, 87, died May 
11 in New York, 
In her girlhood she was a slack- 
| wire performer with the P, T. Bar- 


died in Beverly Hills, Calif., May 10, 
aged 73. Burial in Hollywood. 




















Mildred Morton to Fred Steele, 
comptroller for Trem Carr, Inc., at 
Universal, at Las Vegas, Nev., March 
17. Bride is a non-professional. 

Mrs. Esther Rosine, makeup artist, 
to Gabe Pollack, scenic artist, a! 
Las Vegas, Nev., May 13. 


which can simulate any orchestral |“ ‘ 3 fo | rested in L. A. on suspicion of hav- | num show, and for many years ap- Mrs. May Markett to Louis Gold- 
instrument. Similar in idea to the | 4am A. Ullman, $1,713.20 for 1932, | ing forged the name of Mervyn Le | peared with her husband, Eddie | berg, May 12, in New York. Groom 
Hammond electrical organ, but and Alan Harcourt Black, $6,745.93 | Roy to three checks for $300 each. Lester, in vaudeville. She retired | is an RKO theatre executive. Bride 
capable of pinch-hitting for any | '°! 1933. Joan Bennett filed divorce suit in | from the stage in 1917. is the widow of the late Mark 


lacking instrument, 


ment will 


Initial experi- 
be tones of the French 


Bubbles Rogers, strip teaser, is de- 
fendant in a divorce suit filed in L. 


L. A. against Gene Markey charging 
cruelty and that he often berated. 


Funeral services under the aus- 


Markett. 


horn and bass clarionet. A. by Cass Warner, assistant theatre | scolded and ridiculed her. Actress | ei ”y han Mens Fund and in-| Marie Barton to John Stanley ! a 
Three killed and many injured at | Manager. . also seeks custody of their daughter | ~\'"@'t 32 the Fund plot in Ken- | Guirl, in Miami, May 16. Groom 1s 
auto races at Langhorne, Pa., May Mrs. Mary K. Chambers asked a | Melinda, 3. | S1CO. 


16, when a car lost a tire and crashed 
into the crowd. 

Gov. Lehman signs the bill allot- 
tiny $2,200,000 to the N. Y. World's 
Fair. Of this $1,600,000 will be ex- 
pended on a permanent amphithea- 
tre, which will revert to the city 
when the fair is over. 

Ettore Nava nicked by Enrico Cap- 
pelloti in the Hipp performance of 
‘Carmen’ Sunday. Were’ going 
through the duel scene. Nava drew 
a cut finger. 

Boris Kostelanetz made special as- 


divorce in L. A. from Dudley B. 
Chambers, studio vocal director, and 
$100 weekly for support of herself 
and two children. 

Suit for $250,000 charging malicious 
prosecution has been filed by Dor- 
othy Sebastian against the New 
Plaza Hotel Co., of San Diego, fol- 
lowing dismissal of a charge against 
actress of defrauding an innkeeper 
brought by the hotel growing out of 
an unpaid bill. 

Arthur McLaglen, brother of Vic- 
tov, and Marie Mitchell Shipley an- 











Donald G. Novis was made defend- 
ant in an alimony action for $5,400 


mer wife, in L. A. Superior court. 


an automobile accident in Beverly 
Hills. Victims were Clarence Hut- 
son, business representative of sev- 
eral screen personalities; his wife, 
formerly Aileen Sedgwick, actress: 
Mrs. Joseph Sedgwick, mother of Ed- 
ward Sedgwick, director; her sister, 
Mrs. James Deagon, and Mrs. Dea- 





filed by Mrs. Julietta Novis, his for- | 


Five persons were badly hurt in | 


gon’s daughter, Mrs. Edward Holman. 





GEORGE W. BELFORD 

George W. Belford, 71, died of 
|; apoplexy at his home in 
ville, Ind., May 11. 

Belford put on the road the Six 
Flying Belfords and also organized 
the Six Lucky Boys, another acro- 
batic act. 








WALTER ROSS 
Walter Ross, 56, died May 12, in 
| Indianapolis, following a short ill- 


Kendal- | 





| 





‘ 


known in the profession as Jack 
Adams and is at present a vaude 
agent in Montreal. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Gene Kretzinger, 
son, in Brooklyn, May 14, Mothe! 
is Marge of ‘Myrt ’n’ Marge’ tea" 
in radio, 

Mr. and Mrs. Syd Dixon, daughte', 
May 10, in Pittsburgh. Father is !" 
theatre booking office of Warners 





|\---- 


es 
He entered a general denial. Culver City, ised. Mrs. Eleanor Juliana Betterton Coronation 
Bath houses at Jones Beach opened Sam Hoffman, showman, appealed Pearsall, 87, who in her day had . 
last Sunday for the day, though from a 90-day jail sentence imposed played for Augustin Daly, D’Oyly (Continued from page 1) ; 
‘formal opening is not until Satur- | '2 San Diego for failure to pay a Pitt Casi Cl Carte, Lester Wallack and others, : 
day (22). hotel biil. no oses died at her home, Tenafly, N. J., . 
New Jersey hooch control com- Mrs. Hilda Keenan Wynn won a | Pittsburgh, May 18. May 17. closing. Drury Lane’s ‘Careless Rap- . 
missioner rules uncaged bears out} final divorce decree from Ed Wynn | After announcing he’d install a She was both actress and singer, | ture’ ‘On Your Toes’ at the Coli- 
of drink spots. Apparently a quaint)in Reno. She was granted $300 a cooling plant and run stock bur-| daughter of Howard Gloves—British | -—~ ‘Tie Frog’ at Prince's; ‘Over’ f 
Jersey custom, and the commish says | week alimony and in the event of | lesque at Casino all summer, Geerne | composer, and Julia Glover, actress seum, e rog’ a rince’s, ; j 
it ain’t right. Wynn’s death is to receive $500 : . ’| She Goes’ at the Sayville, ‘Black ‘ 
Rosie, WPA circus elephant, on the | monthly from his estate. Also wins | Jaffe had a change’ of heart last | well known on the English stage. Limelight’ at the St, James, ‘Wise ; 
loose in Brooklyn ‘Friday. Got out | right to resume maiden name She | week and decided he'd call the; She is survived by a son and Tomorrow’ at the Lyric are all fold- , 
of her stable and was making for the | is a daughter of Frank Keenan. | whole idea off. | daughter, a brother, a sister, two| jing Hippodrome, with ‘Danger Zone,’ 
piwtieg show let — headed. Tay Garnett’s yacht Athene was | As result, house will shut down) ee and three great-grand- is deine cao , 
Zs en ag ng e lot and permitted towed into San Diego harbor after | last of month and stay dark until : Situation is not as bad as it would 
o meet the old crowd, Maybe a being disabled off Mazatlan due to | Labor Day. i here are sev- ) 
es A ag it Waites. dae engine trouble. ; | LLOYD C, FINLAY oe however, pane wo nis yb 
brated his 70th birthday Friday by Pyros prt te A ne yee COs | Lloyd C. Finlay, 53, former con- cy lg a | 
sticking to his desk with proves that he keep tromerses | Independent Burl ductor of the orchestra at the Ma-| Weektings : 
Usual home-town delegation to at-| and Bah in the Central California | D nen ur esque Jestic theatre here, died in Houston, 
tend Met debut of Thomas Thomas. | mountains to recuperate from tuber- | 4 . May 11, after a 10-day illness, MARRIAGES 
one 1,000 from Scranton, headed | eyjosis. Booth, a writer, has peddled | Week of May 23 At the time of his death, Fin- ) 
. oe iia rexy of the {2 Rumber of screen originals. | ‘Top Hat Revue'—Casino, Pittsburgh, lay was manager of the Tower the-| Jane Tock, singer in “The Drunk- : 
Sercr GC Williams. ont Walter Funeral was held in Los Angeles | Penden the Glee estan, atre here, an Interstate nabe house.| ard,’ in L. A., to George Stuart, 
Vincent v. p., and Sam Scribner for Jacob Wilhelm Henie, father of | ‘Ladies in Lingerie -Gayety, Detraie. | He had been in show business in| Theatre Mart m.c., in Hollywood, | 
Pera cxee. Me Sonja Henie. Body was cremated and | Ser aes raked ’ | Houston for 22 years, all of the time | May 12. : 
ashes will be returned to Sweden by | - 
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and, moreover, was employing hun- 
dreds of French people. 

As the interview was primarily 
one of ‘information’ for the commis- 
sion, no inkling of what the terms of 
the eventual bill it will draft was to 
be learned. But the Americans stress 
that their views and arguments were 
listened to so attentively and intel- 
ligently that they have reason to be- 


lieve that their interests will not be 
entirely forgotten and they have | 


hopes of believing that they will not 
be shut out in the cold entirely. 


Simultaneously with these argu- | 
ments, the Americans took advantage | 
of the hearing to refer to the recent | 
decision of the French censor to bar | 
an American film (‘Black Legion’). | 


The point of view was maintained 
that this action was unnecessarily 
rigid and that no American film 


could be considered immoral because | 


malefactors were never glorified and 
were al\vays punished. 
Petsche’s Report 
On the other hand, a recent inci- 
dent has given the Americans reason 
to worry from an entirely different 
aspect. Maurice Petsche, reporter of 


a chamber sub-commission charged | 
with studying measures to protect | 
the interests of the French cinema | 


industry, in one of the recent ses- 
sions of the chamber has gone 


through the formality of protesting | 


in writing against the rights granted 
American films under the Franco- 
American trade treaty. 


*On the face of it, this appears in- | 


nocuous enough but, in reality, it 
means that when the treaty comes 
up for discussion in the chamber his 
protests necessarily cause a discus- 
sion of the terms of the treaty by 
the chamber. Had no such protest 


been made the ratification of a treaty | 


which has already been signed by a 
government is a mere form of pro- 
cedure and the clauses of the treaty 
are not discussed. 

In some quarters, usually reliable, 
it is reported that Petsche intends to 
move that, unless the clauses in the 
treaty relegating the exact position 
of American films are not changed, 
that the chamber refuse to pass it. 
If the government makes its pas- 
sage in its entirety a question of con- 
fidence it will undoubtedly pass, but 


whether such a move will be taken | 


and just how much support Petsche 


has behind him has yet to be seen. | 
No date has yet been set for the | 
discussion of the treaty, but it is not | 


expected to be during the present 
short session. 
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progressive independent council that 
will assume its original responsi- 
bility of again becoming the govern- 
ing board of the association.’ 

In Miss Wood’s article she re- 
ferred to ‘a hoary method of point- 
ing to an administration as a lot of 
old dodos ... putting trip wires and 
hindrances at every inch so that an 
administration is so busy attending 
to parliamentary details that its real 
business is slowed up ... dema- 
foguery based on implications of 
dishonesty and incompetence.’ 

Association’s mag carries all three 
tickets, both the opposition lists 
being headed ‘an independent ticket.’ 
Notice of the annual meeting, dated 


for June 4, at the Astor hotel, N. Y.., | 
sets forth the schedule of procedure, | 


also. the proposed constitutional 
changes which would reduce the 
Salaries of Gillmore to $7,500 an- 
nually and Dulzell’s to $5,200. New 
matter concerning salaries is set in 
Capital letters. 


Notice is given that the council re- | 
Only if the | 


jected both proposals. 
motions are carried by substantia»! 
majorities would the amendments be 
put to referendum. 

E. J. Blunkall, head of the third 
party ticket and the sole candidate 
opposing Gillmore, also criticized the 
Current edition of the house organ. 


He claims that his group’s endorse- | 


ment of the renominated officers. 
except that of president, had been 
deleted from the ticket, also that 
they also endorsed three council 
Candidates on the regular ticket. 


Also complained of is a rule adopt- | 


ed by council to the effect that the 


third party cannot bill itself as the | 


Progressives. Pointed out that the 
second, or independent group, also 
uses the same term. 

Commenting on the adoption of 
the administration committee of both 
independent parties’ plank to organ- 
'c€ radio, Blunkall said, ‘At last the 
‘tories have been awakened,’ 


WHAT THEY THINK 


Censorship Inspires Poem 
New York City, May 14, 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Oh, Mumbo-Jumbo, God of The 
Cashier's Till, ; 

Save, Oh save us, if you will 

From the inanities of the Dunnigan 
Bill, 





Equity On Radio | 


Outlaw the Minskys, Ann Corio and 
strip-tease. 

Go ahead and take away all of these. 

| But this we ask and ask it with a 

‘please’: 


Don't let one man be 

Sole judge of how much we shall 
see— 

Or where the dress comes with re- 
gards the knee. 


One man couldn’t possibly judge 

them all to a ‘T’— 

Remember? Moss grows only on 
one side of a tree! 


Jim Crouch. 


Running Time in Philly 
Philadelphia, May 15. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I am very much shocked. Shocked 
and annoyed. I have always heard— 
and believed—that VARIETY was to 
be trusted and believed and sworn 
by. And now I fine that I must re- 


| construct all my conceptions and 
| beliefs. 
| To put it very simply, the issue 


involved has to do with a picture, 
‘Shall We Dance,’ a nice review of 
which I read in your paper last 
week. Now, I shall say nothing about 
the picture or the review itself, but 
there a little matter of running 
time which I should like to discuss. 
It is possible, of course, that your 
reviewer doesn't think running time 
|means anything. Only I happen to 
| be from Philadelphia and to us, in 
| Philadelphia, running time is im- 
| portant. Or, at least it was this time. 
| Your reviewer says the picture is 
| 101 minutes long. Well, I was in New 
| York last Friday night and I wanted 
| to see the picture, so I called up the 
| theatre to find out what time it 
started. They told me it started at 
7:18, so I figured that I could get out 
101 minutes later, which would be 
8:59, and rush over to Penn Station 
and catch the 9:15 back to Phila- 
| delphia. 

Well, 8:59 came and the picture 
wasn’t over, but I knew my watch 
couldn't be wrong, so I decided I'd 
| better go. I waited five more min- 
utes and the picture wasn’t over, and 
lit was 9:04, so I really had to go. 
And I did. 

Now that may sound like nothing 
at all to you, but when I got to the 
station my watch was right, so your 
reviewer must have been mistaken. 
And I called up the Aldine Theatre, 
where it is playing here, and they 
tell me the picture runs 111 minutes. 
So I guess I'll have to pay to see the 
finish of it. And I don’t need to tell 
/you what I am thinking about your 
paper, or its accuracy, or its re- 
viewer. 

C. Ash. 


_— 


is 





WSIX Not Negotiating 
Nashville, May 1, 

| Editor, VARIETY: 

| J do not know where rumor 
sprang from but, personally, and 
officially as director of WSIX, I wish 
to go on record as saying that no 
negotiations with WSM or any other 
|party have been going on with a 
view to selling any interest in 
WSIX. 

WSIX is owned by Jack M. and 
Louis R. Draughon of Springfield, 
'Tenn. They are the proper parties 
'to contact for any information on a 
sale of the station. 

WSIX is becoming well estab- 
lished. During the local flood relief 
|work we led all local agencies 
| (newspapers and radio stations) in 
collecting cash donations, turning in 
more than $21,500, one fifth of the 
city total. On May 2 we joined the 
Mutual network to carry the Sunday 
night Willys show. Our local busi- 
ness for April was more than 50% 
above last December, and our list of 
| local clients is growing steadily. 
| S. A. Cisler. 


| Roots For Vaude'’s Return 
Mansfield, May 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Paul Brockhorst’s comment a few 
weeks ago expresses the sentiment 
of a multitude of your readers, 
mainly perhaps the old timers. The 
public is responsible for the present 
conditions. The masses are clamor- 
ing for vaudeville but the managers 
|are reluctant to give it to them. Of 








late I have noticed a very re- 
markable change in the situation. 
There is at present a great demand 
for real vaudeville acts to play the 
better class of night clubs. This is 
a good omen. 

The younger generation has never 
seen a first-ciass, up-to-date vaude- 
ville show. Once in a while some 
film house puts on vaudeville in 
connection with pictures, but a few 
mediocre song and dance acts sand- 
wiched in between a Mickey Mouse 
cartoon and a news reel closing with 
a second run film is not vaudeville. 

It is my belief that vaude will re- 
turn and take the place which it 
really deserves. I only wish that 
I’m granted the privilege to stand 
up with the rest of the rooters and 
shout ‘I told you so.’ 


Harry Lakola. 


Chance For a Career 
Champaign, Ill., May 15. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


There a vacancy here at the 
University of Illinois which I am 
sure will be of interest to a number 
of your readers, and which has a 
general news value. 

University of Illinois is the largest 
university located on one campus in 
a small community in this country. 
There is naturally considerable so- 
cial life, and dancing, of course, 
plays a leading role. 

Illinois Student Union 
several times a week, dances in 
own ballroom. We want a young 
man to organize our orchestra for 
next year, select his own personnel 
and in general have entire respon- 
sibility for the orchestra and its per- 
formance. What we are looking for 
is a man who has made a success 
in his own or in’some other orches- 
tra, but who is ambitious and be- 
lieves he can go farther with a uni- 
versity education. 

Several years ago Bill Goodheart, 
now vice-president of the Music 
Corp. of America, held the position 
of which I am speaking. A few 
years later Joe Kayser, now an ex- 
ecutive of the Consolidated Radio 
Artists, held the same position. 

A man who gets the job will be 
able to earn his entire expenses 
here at the University of Illinois; 
something of which zny man enter- 
ing college would like to be assured. 
I hope you can give this opportunity 
publicity in your publication. It may 
be that you know of someone per- 
sonally who has ambition along the 
lines I have suggested. You will be 
doing him a favor as well as us in 
recommending him for this position. 

E. E. Stafford. 
Business Manager, 
Illinois Students’ Union. 


is 
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Richard and Robert 
Syracuse, N. Y., May 15. 
Editor, Variery: 

Leave it to Varimry to dig up a 
sports announcer named Richard. I 
refer to Richard Fishell, to be exact, 
and the Radio Review you ran on 
him in last week’s issue (12). 

It makes me wonder if you guys 
are acquainted with Fishell. Up 
here, in the Salt City, we remember 
Richard as Dick, that little boy who 
did a deal of running in the Syra- 


cuse backfield, except when we 
played Colgate. Since which time 
he left for New York and is now 


‘on the staff at WMCA. 


I noticed that last week’s review 
was signed Land. I have also seen 
some news stories with the credit 
line of Bob Landry. Therefore, pre- 
sume that Landry becomes Land for 
critical purposes. Am I the one? Be- 
sides which Fishell only predicted 
football winners for Vaniery all last 
fall, and Land still calls him Rich- 
ard. 

‘For the record -an able profes- 
sional commentator on muscular pas- 
times,’ said Land, Bob Landry, nay 
Robert Landry. Um-m-m! 

So what? So let me be the first to 
introduce them. Bob mect Dick, and 
let's scotch the formality. Or am I 
too masculine? 

Block S. 
Managing a 100-Watter 
Louisville, May 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Note letter from Duke McLeod of 
Victoria, B. C. Up to just a year 
ago when I left the broadcast field 
like Duke, I was manager of a 100- 
watt station. I went into it cold from 
the real estate business, and during 
eight years saw many other stations 
come forward and many others drop 
by the wayside. It takes more brains 
to run a 100-waitt local station than 
it does the average chain station, 


where someone else always takes 
care of your headache by providing 
you with the talent, paid for by 
the chain, and ideas and sales, while 
the smallee must do all of this him- 
self. 


Just a word to Duke and the other 
small station men: Read the columns 
of VARIETY on exploitation used by 
the film men and also the comments 
of the big time shows. You will find 


more ideas than you have talent 
and time to put across. 

Surprising thing to those of us 
who have been in radio and then 


scampered out is to see the number 
of small stations which fail and fold 


up because of the inane desire on 
the part of the owner to demand 
his pound of flesh in the form of 


profit, and then expect the manager 
and operators to work for glory 
and fun, both of which are useless 
in the paying of food bills. Let us 
all hope that these days are grow- 
ing to a close and that the new crop 
of owners of small stations will soon 
see the light of day and realize that 
| even the victim who carries the title 
|} of manager should be to buy 
food for his family. 


A. L. 


able 


McKee. 
Straw Hats Needed 
Palmyra, Mo., May 15. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Enclosed you will find $1.50 and 
extend my VARIETY subscription that 
much. If I remember 
sent you $2.00 last time but it doesn’t 
seem very long since I had a 
bill from you for that until I got 


on it. 

I realize that mid-western stock 
companies are hardly in your field 
but I can’t see why we don't get 
better ones. There are so many 
straw-hat theatres in New England, 
and I am sure they can’t all pay. 
Why can’t some of those groups get 
tents, and come to the Middle West. 
They can have experience, make 
money, and give us a lot of enjoy- 
ment, maybe. 


group of youngsters. We don’t care 
about big names, just enjoyment. 
Stewart Johnson. 





Claims Top Rate 
Editor, VARIETY: 
New York, May 13. 

In your issue of May 12, Page 43, 
under the caplion, ‘Wax continues 
as Medium for Yankee Advertisers 
using South America,’ in the last 
paragraph you quote as the top card 
rate in South America—$280 m/n, 
as quoted by a 20,000-watt radio sta- 
tion. 

This is misleading. Largest sta- 
tion in Buenos Aires has 50,000 
watts and this is LRI-Radio-El 
Mundo. Top rate we ask for this 
station is 1,000 Argentine Paper 
Pesos per hour, or eppro.imately 
$300.U. S. This station does not ac- 


cept electrical transcriptions for 
its programs. 
Universal Publishers Representa- 


tives, Inc. 

Says He's Tops 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In legit recently, it is announced 
that “‘Tovarich’ advance of $10,000 
was the biggest yet. In 1926 I leased 
the Coast rights for $10,000 of ‘An 
American Tragedy.’ 

Louis Cline. 


Uncredited Show-stopper 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your vaudeville reviewer wasn't 
very careful in the recent review 
of the Fox, Philadelphia, during the 
Patricia Bowman date. Gave no 
mention whatever to pianist Irving 
Fields who stopped the show the 
performance I caught. I am a mu- 
| sician myself. 
tay Leeds. 


Who Started It? 


Albany, May 14. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

O. M. Samuels’ list of ‘Great Sing- 
ers of Great Songs’ in this 
VARIETY was very interesting. I note 
he lists Lottie Gilson as the singer of 
*Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom-De-Ay’ and it seems 
|to me this should be credited to 
| Lottie Collins. I heard Lottie Collins 





It ought to be a lot of fun for a} 








correctly I! 


billed this time. You might check up | 








week's | 


—the lady in red’—sing this ditty | 
in the British Music Halls around 


| first to sing it. 

Lottie Collins popularized 
Ra-Boom-De-Ay’ around the world. 
It so happens she was born in the 
same city as myself—-Glasgow, Scot- 





| 1891 and it was believed she was the | 


‘Ta-Ra- | land, 
| ear ly days. 


= 





Guild Cancels 
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after recent stand against perform- 


ance of ‘Tobacco Road’ and film 
‘Ecstasy.’ Figured if these were 
eligible for censors’ scissors and 


erasers, ‘Delight’ comes under the 
same heading. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ was to have been 
the fifth legit company brought here 


this season by Drama League, An 
| earlier presentation, last fall, was 
| ‘Boy Meets Girl,” which went on 


with London version in deference to 
requests by League, which has here- 
tofore acted as its own censor, and 
has consistently refused sponsoring 
‘Tobacco Road.’ 

According to Mrs. Rushton, no 
thought of censorship was antici- 
pated at time of booking, but, con- 
sidering recent controversy, it was 
thought best to have the Mayor pass 
on the script. Particular exception 
was taken by Butler to the passage 
referring to Gov. Bryan hotel in 
Omaha. Actually no such hostelry 
exists here, but it is thought revi- 


sion was asked in deference to 
memory of statesman, for which 
state is known. It is paradoxical 
that the passage referring to town 
be banned here but used in per- 
formances by the company in all 
other spots. Drama League board 
indicated it would stop. bringing 
plays here if such obstacles con- 


tinued, 
The Theatre Guild says that its 


productions may never again play 
Omaha, as a result of this incident, 


Merrill | 








(Continued from page 1) 


definite cash guarantees, and if the 
plane crashed in mid-ocean, they 
might be held responsible and face 
heavy damage actions. Also there 
might have been public censure, 
which they didn’t feel they could 
afford to risk. 

Merrill's only deal for pictures 
then was for stills with the Hearst 
organization. This, too, was an un- 
written deal, with verbal under- 
standing that Merrill was to get 
$5,000 on delivery of the prints, with 
a share in syndicate returns above 
that figure after deduction of costs. 
Hearst organization wouldn't signa- 
ture anything for the same fear of 
liability risk. 

Merrill, besides the stills, brought 
back with him a number of letters 
specially post-marked for the voy- 
age, for which he was paid nicely, as 
well as a number of official pro- 
grams and other gadgets which he 
sold at good figures to collectors on 
this side. Also, he was signatured 
immediately for 11 different kinds 
of ad endorsements of conimercial 
products, with several more such 
deals in the wind and due to go 
through. 

Newsreel companies, although they 
all agreed not to use Merrill's serv- 
ices, were suspicious of each other 
and were very worried when he ar- 
rived. Arrival was covered from 
every possible angle and his baggage 
carefully photographed and scruti- 
nized, just in case somebody was 
trying to pull a fast one. Metrotone 


was especially suspected by the 
other companies because of its 
Hearst tieup, and a sigh of relief 
went up when Merrill's customs 


manifest mentioned no motion pice 
ture footage of any kind, 

Columbia and Dufaycolor (English 
outfit) both hoped to get enough 
footage on the plane for a one-reeler, 
thinking thus to beat the reels at 
their own game, but they couldn't 
get footage enough past the British 
censors in time to make the plane. 


Merrill was formerly a_ figure 
on Broadway, particularly 45th 
street. For a time he was a fight 


manager, handling Andy Chaney of 
Paltimore. He quit the racket when 
another handler copped his man. 
Merrill became interested in flying 
during the war. At one time he was 


a railroad fireman and engineer. 


Iturbi Sis to Debut 
Detroit, May 18. 

Amparo Iturbi, sister of Conductor 
Jose Iturbi, who made her Ameri- 
can radio debut over CBS May 2, will 
take her bow as a concert pianist in 
this country May 24 at Orchestra 
hall here. 

Concert under auspices of Detroit 
Concert Society. 
remember her in her 
She was the mother of 


and I 


Jose Collins. 


J. Wilson Roy. 
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“WOMAN CHASES MAN” 
right into RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL! Opens June 3rd 





Wiviane | Jock 
HOPKINS « M°CREA 
CHARLES WINNINGER* ERIK RHODES 


ELLA LOGAN * LEONA MARICLE +» BRODERICK CRAWFORD 
Directed by Johan Blystone « Released thru UNITED ARTISTS 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents | 
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